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1701. 

1. X.^ILrLIAM was succeeded as sovereign of 
*^ W Eng-land by Anne princess of Denmark, 
tdio ascended the tiiroiie the thirty*eighth 
yeairirf^f Hge, to the general «atiftAu^rioj| of all 
parties, fiven the jacobites seemed pleased with 
her elevation, on the -supposition, that as in all 
pMbability ste ifraidd leave no hetri of her oim 
body, the dictates of natural afFeetioti Would in- 
duce her to alter the succession in favour of her 
asvHi'»lirother. She had beea taught to cherish 
trnkkt teiiHimnti^ of the tork^, trtibih she coiiai- 
dertd as the friends of monarchy, and \ht true 

coQi of 4ke cburidii and they bad. always pro* 
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fessed an inviolable attachment to her person and 
interest; but her conduct was wholly influenced 

' by the cottnress of Marlborough, a woman of an 
knperious temper and intriguing genius, who 
had been intimate with the princess from her 
tender yean^ and gained a surprising ascendancy 
over her. Anne had undergone some strange 
ificissitudes of fortune in consequence of her 
Ixther^s expulsion, and sustained a variety of 
tmtifieafions in eke reign, during which she 
conducted herself with such discretion, as left 
little or no pretence for censure or resentment* 
Sach conduct, indeed, vras in a great measure 
owing to a natural temperance of dispontion, 
not easily ruffled or inflamed. She was zealously 
devoted to the church of England^ from whica 
her father had used some endeavours to detach 
her before the Revolution; and she lived in great 
harmony with her husband, to whom she bore 
six children, all of whom she had already sur- 
vived. William had^ no sooner yielded up his 
breath, than the privy-council in a body waited 
on the new queen, who, in a short but sensible 
speech, aMired them, that no pains nor diligence 
should be wanting on her part, to preserve and 
support the religion, laws, and liberties of her 
country, to maintain the succession in the pro* 
lestant Hue, and the government in church and 
state, as by law established. She declared her 
resolution to carry on the preparations for op- 
posing tiie exorbitant power of France, and to 

) assure the allies, that she would pursue the true 
interest of England, together with their's, for the 
support of the common cause. The members of 
the privy-*council having taken the oaths, she or- 
dered a proclamation to be published, signifying 
her pleasure, that all persons in office of autho- 
rity or government, at the decease of the late 
king, should so continue till further directions* 
By virtue of an act passed ia the late reign, the 
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parliament continued sitting even after the kingl 
death. Both houses met immediatelT) and una- 
nimously voted an address of eondoienoe and 
congratulation; and, in the afternoon, the queen 
was proclaimed. Next day the lords and com- 
mons severally attended her with an ^ddresii 
congratulating her majesty's accession to the 
throne ; and assuring her of their firm resolution 
to support her against all her enemies whatso* 
ever* The lords acknowledged! that their ^reat 
loss was no otherwise to be repaired but hj a 
vigorous adherence to her majesty and her allies, 
in the prosecution of those measures already con* 
certed to reduce the exorbitant power of FraaM; 
The commons declared, they would maintain the 
succession of the crown in the protestant line, 
and effectually provide for the public credit of 
the nation. These addresses were gradouslj r^i* 
ceived by the queen, who, on the eleventh day 
of March, went to the house of peers with the 

Ssual solemnity, where, in a speech to both 
ouses, she expressed her satisfaction at their 
unanimous concurrence with her opinion, that 
too much could not be done for the encourage- 
ment of their allies in humbling the power of 
France; and desired they would consider of 
proper methods towards obtaining an union be- 
tween England and Scotland. She observed to 
the commons, that the revenue for defraying the 
expences of civil government ^was expired ; and 
that she relied entirely on their affection for its 
being supplied in such a manner as should be 
most suitable to the honour and dignity of the 
crown* She declared it should be, her constant 
endeavour to make them the best return for 
their duly and affection, by a careful and diligent 
administration for the good of all her subjects. 

And as I know my own heart to be entirely 
^ English (continued she) I can very sincerely as* 
mre jou^ there is not any thing you cm expect 
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^ or desire from me, which I shali not be read j 
^ to do for the happinew and prosperity of En^ 

land ; and you shall always find rae a strict and 
^ rehgious observer of my word/' These assu* 
taoces were eitremely agreeable to the parlia- 
meni; and she receiired the thanks of both 
houses. Addresses of congratulation were pre- 
sented by the bishop and clergy of Liondon : bv 
the dissenters in amd about that city ; and by att 
the counties, cities, towns, and corporations of 
£ngland« She declared her attachment to ttie 
chwch I she promised her protection to the dis-» 
tenters ; and received the eompUments of all her 
subjects with such affability as insured their af* 
Section, 

2. William^s death was no sooner known at 

the Hague, than all Holland was fiUed with con« 
stemation. The States immediately assembled, 
andy for some time^ gazed at each other in silent 
UaiT and astonishment. They sigh^, wept, and 
interchanged embraces and vows, that they 
would act with unanimity, and »pend their 
dnrest blood in defence of their country. Then 
they dispatched letters to the cities and pro* 
Tinces, informing them of this unfortunate event^ 
and ei^rting them to union and perseverance. 
The empress from England having brought the 
ooeen's speech to her privy-council, it was tran* 



imparted to the States of Holland a letter 
he had received from the earl of Marlborough^ 
containing assurances, in the queen's name» of 
unioD and assiscaace. In a few days, the queeil 
wrote a letter in the French language to the 
Slates, confirming these assurances: it was deli- 
Tend by Mr. Stanhopoi whom she had t urnished 
with fresh eredentiaus as envoy from £ngland# 
Thus animated, the States resolved to prosecuM 
wi^om Qwasiires; their resohitions were smA 
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more iii9ptmed by the arrwtl of the of 
Marlborougb^ whom the qjoem honoored vrith 
the order of the garter, and invested with the 
character of amlmsador extraordinary and ple- 
lupoientiary ta the ^ateai^nerai ; he was lilw* 
wise declared cap^n-general of her ioKes both 
at home and abroad. He assured the States, that 
her Britannic majesty would maintain the al- 
liances which had been concluded by the lete 
)ung, and do every thing that the common cM* 
cerns of £urope required. The speech was an- 
ftwered by Dickvelt, pretiideat ot the week, who^ 
IB the name of the Statesi. ezpresied their heaetf 
thanks to her majesty, and their resolutions of 
concurring with her ia a vigorous prosecution 
f>f the ecmaimk wteeest. 

3. The importance of William's life wasevine* 
ed by the joy that diffused itself through the 
kingdom of France at the newe of his decease. 
The person who first brought tte tidinge to Ga** 
lais was imprisoned by the governor, until his in- 
formation was confirmed. The court of Vec- 
•eiUes could hardly restram their transports so as 
to preserve common decorum: the people of Pa- 
ris openly rejoiced at the event : all decency was 
laid aside at Rome,. where this incident pMduced 
web indecent raptures, thai cardinal Gfhnaai^ t2ie 
Imperial minister, complained of them to the pope, 
as an insult on his master the en^eror, who was 
William's friend, confadecate, and ^Mj. The 
French king dispatched credentials to Barre, whom 
the count d'Avaux had left at the Hague to ma- 
nage the affiwa of France, together with instruc* 
tiotts to renew the negotiation with the States, in 
hope of detaching them from the alliance. This 
minister presented a memorialimplying severe re- 
flections on Idiig Williamt md the past conduct 
of the Dutch; and insinuating, that now they had 
recovered their liberty, the court of France hoped 
theywonldconsttkthetrtrueittterest. Thecount 
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Goetf eavoy Stom tbe emperor, nunadverted 
00 tbeM expmdbM in eaotmr awoMiial, mriMh 

was likewise published : the States produced iu 
pubUfi an aomes ta the aame cemonstraiicey es- 
|3re80«|^ dbdir irirmiiwim an tiie kiiclMcftef wch 
ibsmuatioiiBy and their veneration foiy t he g ie i a of y 
of ibeir late stadtholder. The earl of Marlbo- 
rough maceeded in every part oS negotiation. 
He antttAted ^tMDmAM « foil eaetden of their 

vigour : he concerted the operalions of the cam- 
paign : he agreed with the states-general and the 
imiweuii^nnMiery tbaftwar shorn be deehved 
against France on the same day, at Vienna, Loo* 
doD, and the Hague : and on the third of April 
embaffheid for.,^geland, after shaving acquired the 
entire conlBcleaee of shoseviliogoMnMl the Un»> 
tfd Provinces. 

4. By this time the house of commeos in £ngb 
bpidhadMltie^theet^ queett'fbr 
her life. When the bill rec^vied lAie roval as* 
sent, she assured them, that one hundrea thou* 

•and pouiide ef this revenue should b& applied to 
Ae pobttc ier«lee*i9f the^ciffretts tjreart ttt the 

same time, she passed another bill, for receiving 
and ^lanuning the pubUc accounts. A commis* 
mm fc»tW^iirfiOse wasgraittedintfae.pves8d^ 
reign, but had been for. some years dkicentHmed} 
and, indeed, always proved ineffectual to detect 
and punish those' individuals who shamefedly- piU 
heed dicw countsyi^ ThfiiUany waa io ^coa* 
plicated, the vice so general, and the delLnque^ltS 
so powerfully screened by artifice and interestyas 
to etndi^att inquityi On .Ae tweaty^fikurth day 
of March the oath of abjuration was taken 4>y 
the speaker and members, according to an act for 
th^ kixtber security of hor mafssti^'s^pefison, and 
the snceessioQ of the efowmimttie procestant» Hne, 

and for extinguishing the hopes of the pretended 
prince of Wales. The queen*8 ixicUnation to the 
(WMi pisMaly ^pptw^ in ibec choiee otnisnie* 
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tcrs. Doctor John Sharp, archbishop of York, 
became her ghostly director and counsellor in all 
wclena8tical aSbM. The ewrl of Rochester was 
€OfitiiMml tot d4ieMiBaat ctf Irefaiad, sasA enjoycA 
a great share of her majesty's confidence: the 
piivy-seai was entrusted to the marquis of Nor- 
mandy: thecwi'of NoitniglHUii aid sir Ghwles 
Hedges were appointed sec reCyii t i teif stttte t the 
earl of Abingdon, viscount Weymouth, lord 
Dartmouth, sir Cbristopber Musgrave, Grenville, 
Howe^ Oowa% and Hiurcourt, vtmt admitted a$ 
members of the privy-council, together with sir 
Edward Seymour, now declared comptroller of 
tht^ household. The lord Godoiphin declined ac-» 
cipting die office of lord high-tireaMrer, niilil Ite 
was over-ruled by the persuasions of Marlbo- 
rough, to whose eldest daughter his son was mar- 
jriadi Tins nobleman reftisfd to command che 
forces abroad, unless the treasury should be put 
into the hands of Godolphin, on whose punctua- 
lity in point of remittances he knew he could 
depends George, pfinee of Denmark, was in- 
^vested with the title of genendisslmo of all Hie 
queen's forces bv sea and land ; and afterwards 
created lord hi^n admiral, the earl of Pembroke 
bawig' been dismissed from thb office with the 
offer of a large pension, which he generously re- 
fused. Prince George, as admiral, was assisted 
by a council, consisting of sir George Rooke, sir 
David Michel, George Churchill, and Richard 
Hill. Though the legality of this board was 
doubted, the parliament had such respect and ve- 
neration for the ^ueen, that it was suffered to act 
withcNit ^piestion* 

5. A rivalship for the queen's favour already 
appeared between the earls of Rochester and 
Marlbmrough. The former, as first cousin to the 
^uem, and chief of sMr«iry'fiEieiien, mriotmned 
eeoriderable influence in the council : but even 
there the interest of his riv«|l pfedominated* 
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Marlborough was not only the better eourticr, 
but by tlie canal of hU coimtest, tctiiaUy directed 
the queen in all Iter rewtution. Rochester pro^ 

posed in council, that the English should avoid a 
declaration of war with France, and act as auzi* 
Har^ only. He was seconded hf tome other 
members: but the opinion of Marlborough pre- 
ponderated. He observed, that the honour of 
the nation was concerned to fuliil the late king*e 
engagements; and affirmed that France ceidd n#» 
ver be reduced within due bounds, unless the 
English would enter as principals in the quarrel. 
This allegation was supported by the dukes of 
Somerset and Devmsbtre, the em of Pembroke 
and the majority of the council. The queen be- 
ing resolved to declare war, communicated her 
mtention to the house of commons^ by whom it 
was appro^eed ; and on the Ibnfth day of May 

the declaration was solemnly proclaimed. The 
kino; of France was, in this proclamation^ taxed 
"wttE having taken possession of great ^art of the 
Spanish dominions ; with designing to mvnde the 
liberties of Europe, and obstruct the freedom of 
navigation and commerce; with having offered 
an unpardonable insult to the queen and her 
throne, by taking upon him te declare the pre- 
tended prince of Wales king of England, Scot- 
land, and Ireland. The three declarations of the 
emperor, England, and the statet-general, which 
weve published in one day, did not fail to discon- 
cert, as well as to provoke, the french monarch. 
When his minister De Torcy recited them in hie 
hearing, he spoke of the queen with eome acri- 
mony ; but with respect to the states-general, he 
declared with great emotion, that *' Messieurs 
<^ the Dutch merchants should one day repent of 
^ their insolence and preemption, in declaring 
^ war against so powerful a monarch ;** he did 
not, however, produce his declaration till the 

third da¥ of Jttly« 

^ B 2 
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6. The hou&e of commons, in compliance with 
the queen*8 detire« brought in a bill, empowerinfif 
her majesty to name commisrioners to treat witE 
the Scots for an union of the two kingdoms. It 
met with warm opposition from sir £dward Sey^ 
mour, and other tory members, who discharged 
abundance of satire and ridicule upon the Scot- 
tish nation : but the measure seemed so necessary 
at that |uDCturet to secure the protestant succes* 
aioii agamst the practices of France, and theclaima 
of the pretender, that the majority espoused the 
bill, which passed through both houses, and oa 
the sixth dav of May received the royal assent, 
together witli some bills of less importance. The 
«nemies of the late king continued to revile his 
memory. * They even charged him with having 
Ibrmed a design of excluding the princess Anne 
from the throne, and of introducing the elector 
of Hanover as his own immediate successor. 
This report bad been so industriously circulated, 
that it began to gain credit all over tne kingdom. 
Several peers interested themselves in William's 
character ; and a motion was made in the upper 
house, that the truth of this report should be in- 
quired into. The house immediately dedred that 
those lords who had visited the late king's papers 
would intimate whetlier or not they had found 
any among them relating to the queen^s succes- 
sion, or to the succession of the house of Hano- 
ver. They forthwith declared, that nothing of 
that sort appeared* Then the house resolved. 
That the report was groundless, false, villanous, 
and scandalous I to the dibhonour of the late 

, • In their hours of debauch thcjr drank to the health of 
Motrelf mean ncr 'he horse that reH with the king; aud, 
undej* the appelUtion ot the little gentleman in velvet 
toastsd the mole ihmf raised the hill over which the horse 
had stumbled* As tiie beast had formerly belonxed torfr 
^John Fenvrick, ihcy insinuated that Wilfiain's fate was a 
jud«Tieiii upon him, for his cruelty to that Kentlemaa; 

and a Isxm epigraia was wntteu w the oecssioib 
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Idng's memory, and highly tending to the ditser^ 
vice of her present majesty, whom they besought 
to 0ve order that the authors or puolithers of 
•ora Bcandaloot fq>ort8 ^Ottkl be protecotad by 
the attorney-general. The same censure was 
passed upon some libels and pamphlets, tendinjf 
to inflame the factions of the kingdom, and M 
pvopagate a spirtt of ureligioii.^ On the twea* 
ty-first day of May, the commons, in an addret^s, 
advised her majesty to engage the emperor, the 
•tates^neral, and her other allies, to join wills 
het in prohibiting all intef coarse wkb France and 
Spain ; and to concert such methods with the 
states-general as mi^ht most effectually secure 
the traule of her subjects and allies. Toe lords 
pireseDted another address^ desiring the queem 
would encourage her subjects to equip privateers, 
as the preparations of toe enemy seemed to be 
made for a piratieal war, to the interrtt(Mion of 
commeree : they Kkewise exhorted her majesty tm 
grant commissions or charters to all persons who 
should make such acquisitions in the Indies, as she 
in her great wisdom uiould ju^g® most expedient 
for the good of her kingdoms. On the twMty* 
fifth day of May, the queen having passed seve« 
ral public and private bills, f dismissed the par* 
limnent by prorofrationy after having, in a snort 
speech, thanked them for'^their seal, recommend* 

a Doctor Binkes, in a seraion preached before tlie coo* 
vocatiOQ^ oa the thtrtiet!i day of January, drew a parallel 
be tw r sea the snlferinf s of Christ and those of king Chsrl«s» 
to which Isst he irave the f^nkntM, ia polal of lighW 
character, and station. 

t During thb short session, the queen gave her ssseat 

to an aci for laying a duty upon land; to another for en* 
eourasinz the Greenland trade; to a thud for making 
^O'^d thfe dehcipDcies and the public credit ; lo tourtii 
for continuing the irapribonment of Counter, and other 
eonspirators agatost king William : to a fifth for the. relief 
of Protestant purchasers of the foru*ited estates of Ireland; 
to a sixth enlarging the time for taking the oath of abjura-^ 
lion; to a seventh 6bliginfr the Jews W malnuiu aoo jfXor 
YlAs |pr Uie*r provcsuat duldien* 
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lUttmimitv, and declar€d she woidd carefuUjr 
jpreaerve ana maintain the act of toleration. 

7. la Scotland a warm contest arose betw^o 
Att revolutionert and those m the oppoeitiony 
concerning the existence of the present parlia- 
ment. The queen had signified her aocession to 
the throne, in a letter to her priv^-coimcU for 
Scotland ; desiring they would eontinoe to act in 
that office, until she should send a new commis^ 
8ion« Meanwhile, she authorised them to pub* 
Ifsh a proclamation, ordaining all officecaof state, 

counsellors, aud magistrates, to act in all things 
conformably to the commissions and instruciions 
of hie late majesty, until new eonunissionft shonJUl 
lie prepared. She likewise assured them of her 
firm resolution to protect them in their religion. 



ment of the church* &he bad already, in pr#» 

aence of twelve Scouisli counsellors, taken the 
coronation-oath for that kingdom : but those wiia 
wanted to embroil tbe afiairs of their couimy 
afllrmed, that this was an irregular way of pro-^ 
ceeding, and that the oath ought to have been 
tendered by persons deputed for that purpose^ 
oilber by the parKamnt^ or tbe priiry«^Ottncil of 
the kingdom. The present mimstry, consisting^ 
of tbe duke of Queensberry, the earls of March- 
moot, Melvily Seafield, Uyiid£erd« and Seilddi^ 
were devoted to revolution principles, and de» 
sirous that the parliament should continue, in 
pursuance of a late act for continuing the parlia- 
meut that sbould be itett in- being, siie montft 





1 







queen had, by Several adioummeuts, definred 

tke meeting almost tliree months after the ldng*ls 

decease; and, therefore, the anti-revolutioners 
affirmed that it was dissolved. The duke of 
Hamilton was at the head of this party, which, 
cbunoured loudly for a new parliament. This 



^ d by Google 



1702. ANNE. 13 

AiknaD, together with the iiian}iiis oC T«m« 

daJe^ the earls Marshal and Rothes, and many 
Other AobiemeJit repaired to London^ in order to 
aaakethe queen acquainted with their objectioiie 
to the continuance of the present parliam«t« 
She admitted them to her presence, and calmly 
heard their allegations: but she was determineOf 
hf the advice of her privy-coonciL for that king- 
dom, who were of opinion that the nation was in 
too great a ferment to hazard the convocation of 
a new parliament. According to the qneen'e 
last adjournment, the parliament met at £din« 
burgh on the ninth day of June, the duke of 
Queenaberry having been appointed hi^jh-cooft* 
nussiooer* Before the queen a commission waa 
read, the duke of Hamikon, for himself and his 
adherents^ declared their satisfaction at her nuk^ 
jesty'a accession to the thrcme, not «ily on ao« 
count of her undoubted right by descent, but 
likewise because of her many personal virtues and 
xoyal qualities. He said they were resolved to 
sacrifice their lives and fortunes in defence of hee 
majesty right against all her enemies whatever; 
but, at the same timet they thought themselves 
beund in duty to give their opinion^ that th^ 
were not warranted by law to sit and act as a 
parliament. He then read a paper to the follow- 
ing efiieet ;. that forasmuch as, by the fundamental 
laws smd constitution of this kingdom, all parliai* 
inents do dissolve on the death of their sovereign, 
except in so far as innovated by an act in the 

Eecedmg^ reiff^ that the parliament in being at 
I majesty*a decease should meet, and act what 
might be needful for the defence of the true pro- 
testant religion^as by law established, and for 
the maintenance oi the succession to the crown^ 
as settled by the claim of right, and for the pre- 
servation and security of the public peace : and 
iMiig these enda ue fiilly answered by her ma«» 
jesty^s succession to the tlifonet we conceive, our^ 
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selves not now warranted by law to meet, ttit, or 
act; and, therefore, do dissent from any tlung^ 
that shall be doae or acted. The duke having^ 
recited this paper, and formerly protested against 
the proceedings of the parliament, withdrew with 
seventy^^nine members amidst the acclamations of 
the people. 

8. Notwithstanding their secession, the com- 
missioner, who retained a much greater number^ 
produced the queen*s letter, sijsrnifying her reso- 
lution to maintain and protect her subjects in the 
full possession of their religion, laws, libertie8^ 
and the presbyterian discipline. She informed 
them of her having declared war against France: 
she exhorted them to provide competent sup- 
plies for maintaining such a number of forces ae 
might be necessary for disappointing the ene^ 
my's designs, and preserving the present happy 
settlement; and she earnestly recommended ta 
their consideration an union of the two king- 
doms. The duke of Queensberry and the earl 
of Marchmont having enforced tne different ar- 
ticles of this letter, committees were appointed 
for the security of the kingdom, for controvert-* 

ed elections, for drawing up an answer to her 
majesty's letter, and for revising the minutes* 
Meanwhile, the duke of Hamilton and his adhe<» 
rents sent the lord Blanrvre to London, with an 
address to the queen, wno refused to receive it^ 
but wrote another letter to the parhament, ex« 
pressing her resolution to maintain their dignity 
and authority against all opposers. They, in 
answer to the former, had assured her, that the 
groundless secession of some members should in« 
crease and strengthen their care and seal for her 
majesty's service. They expelled sir Alexander 
Bruce, for having given vent to some reflections, 
against presbytery. The lord advocate prosoi* 
cured the faculty of advocates before she parlia^ 
{uent^ for having passed a vote among themselves^ 
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in favour of the protestation and address of the 
dissenting members. The facaity was severely 
reprimanded; bat the whole natfon seemed to 

resent the prosecution. The parUament passed 
an act for recognizing her majesty's royal autho* 
xity z aaother for adjounuDg the court of judi- 
cature called the session : a third declaring this 
meeting of parliament legal ; and forbidding any 
person to disown, quarrel with, or impugn the 
dignity and authority thereof, under the penalty 
of high treason : a fourth lor securing the true 
protestant religion and presbyterian church go- 
verament : a fifth for a land tax ; and a sixth,' 
enabling her majesty to appoint commissioners 
for an union between the two kingdoms. 

9. The earl of Marchmont, of fajs own accord, 
and even contrary to the advice of the high* 
commissioner, brought in a bill for abjuring the 
pretended prince of Wales: but this was not 
supported by the court party, as the commis- 
rioner had no instructions how to act on the oc- 
casion. Perhaps the queen and her English mi- 
nistry resolved to keep the succession open in 
Scotland, as a check upon the whigs and house 
of Hanover. On the thirtieth day of June, the 
commi^ioner adjourned the parliament, after 
having thanked them for their cheerfulness and 
unanimity in their proceedings; and the chiefs 
of the opposite parties hastened to London, to 
make their different representations to the queen 
and her niinistry. In the mean time, she appoint* 
ed commissioners for treating about the union; 
and they met at the Cockpit on the twenty- 
second day of October* On the twentieth day 
of the next month, they adjusted preliminaries, 
importing, That nothing agreed on among them* 
selves should be binding, except ratified by her 
majesty and the respective parliaments of both 
nations ; and that, unless all the heads proposed 
/or the treaty were agreed to, no particular thins 
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agreed on should be binding. The qoeen visited ^ 
them in December, in order to quicken their 

mutual endeavours. They agreed, that the two 
kingdoms should be inseparably united into one 
monarchy, under her majesty, her heirs, and suc^ 
cessors, and under the same limitations, accord- 
ing to the acts of settlement: but, when the 
l^cottish commissioners proposed, that the rights 
and privileges of their company trading to 

Africa and the Indies, should be preserved and 
maintained, such a difficulty arose as could not 
be surmounted, and no further progress was 
made in this commission. The tranquiiiity of 
Ireland was not interrupted by any new common 
tion. That kingdom was ruleo by justices whom 
the earl of Rochester had appointed; and the 
trustees for the forfeited estates maintained their 
authority. 

10* While Britain was engaged in these civil 
transactions, her allies were not idle on the coi^ 
tinent. The old duke of Zell, and his nephew, 
the elector of Brunswick, surprised the dukes of 
Woifenbuttle and Saxe-Gotha, whom they com- 
pelled to renounce their attachments to France, 
and concur in the common councils of the em» 
pire. Thus the north of Germany was re-united 
to the interest of the confederates ; and the 
princes wouM have been in a condition to assist 
them effectually, had not the neighbourhood of 
the war in Poland deterred them from parting 
with their forces. England and the states-general 
endeavoured in vain to mediate a peace between 

the kings of Sweden and Poland. Charles was 
become enamoured of war, and ambitious of 
conquest. He threatened to invade Saxony 
through the dominions of Prussia. Augustus 
retireq to Cracow, while Charles penetrated to 
Warsaw, and even ordered the cardinal-primate 
to summon a diet for choosing a new king. The 

iMtuation of a&irs, at this j<mcture| was far fron 
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being favourable to the allies. The court of Vi* 
eaoa had tampered in Tain with the elector of 
Bavaria, who made use of this negotiation to 
raise his term» with Louis. His brother, the 
elector of Cologn, admitted French garrisons 
into Juiege^ and ail has places on the Rhiiie. The 
Sector of Saxony was too hard pressed hf the 
king of Sweden, to spare his full proportion of 
troops to the allies: the king of Prussia was 
crverawed by the vicinity of the Swedish con- 
queror : the duke of Savoy had joined his forces 
to those of France, and overrun the whole state 
of Milan ; and the pope, though he professed a 
nentnlity, evinced himself^ sutmgly biassed to 
the French interests. 

11. The war was begun in the name of the 
elector-paiatine with the siege of Keiserswaert^ 
which was invested in die month of April by 

the prince of Nassau-Saarburgh, mareschal-dfu- 
camp to the emperor : under this officer the 
Dutch troops served as auxiliaries, because war 
had not yet been declared by the states-general* 
The French garrison made a desperate defence. 
They worsted the benegers in divers sallies, and 
maintained the place until it was reduced to a 
heap of ashes. At length the allies made a ge« 
neral iattack upon the counterscarp and ravelin, 
which they carried after a very obstinate en- 
gagement, vrith the lois of two thousand men. 
Then the garrison capitulated on honourable 
terms, and the fortifications were razed* Dur- 
ing this siege, which lasted from the eighteenth 
day of April to the middle of June, count Tal- 
lard posted himself on the opposite ftide of the 
Rhine, from whence he supplied the town with 
fresh troops and ammunition, and annoyed the 
basiegeiis viith his artillery: but finding it im- 
possible to save the place, he joined the grand 
armY« comman ded by the duke of Burgundy m 

tfae NetberiaiMlt. The wege of Keiserswaert wa» 
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axwered by bodv of JiMch troo^ under ik^ 
carl of Athlonei lay f ncamped m tbe 4iitefa]r 

of Cleve. Meanwhile general Coeborn, at the 
head of another detachment, entered Flanders, 
fUmoliihed the French tioes between the fort» of 
Donat and inabella, and laid the ehataUanie of 

Bruges under contribution : but a considerable 
|K>dy of French tr9op8 advan^i^g under the 
marquis de Bedmar and the atmt de la Motley 
he o^rflowed the coiuury, and retired nndw 
the wails of Sluys, The duke of Burgundys who 
had taken the cQmo^^md of the French aisny un» 
der Bottfii^ra^ encamped at Zanten^ near Cle^i 
8md laid a scheme for surprising Nimeguen ; in 
which, however, he was baffled by the vigilance 
and activity of A^d^, wbot guessing his de* 
sign, marched thither, and enmmped wA&t tfie 
cannon of the town. In the beginning of Jilne, 
Landau was invested by prince Louis of Baden; 

in |u|y, the king of the &oo^n» airbed in the 
camp of the besiegers, with such pomp and 

magnificence as exhausted his father's treasury. 
On the ninth day of September, the citadel was 
laJken by assault; end then the townsimrenderedi- 
IS. When the earl of Marlboroufi^K an&Md. in 

Holland, the earl of Athlone, in qu^ty of veldt- 
mareschal, insisted upon an equal command with 
the English i^neral : but the States; obliged lite 
to yidd this point in favour of Marlborough, 
whom they declared generalissimo of all their 

forces. In the beginning of J^uJy he repaiired to 

the camp at Nimes^n^ where -soon 

an army of sixt^ thousand mm^ weU provided 

with all necessaries; then he convoked a council 

of the genecaL officers, to concert the operations 
of the camp^%n« On the sixt^nth 4aj of thn 

month he passed the Maeset and taicamped at 

Over-asselt, within two leagues and a half of the 
enemy, who had entrenched themsdlfiea between 

Goch and QeAaff. tie tf(«nrarA.f^pimed ti» 
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river below the Grave, and removed to Graven* 
broeck, where he was Joined by the Brkiih train 
of artillery from HolhauL On the seeood day 
of August, he advanced to Petit Brugel, and 
the JFrench retired be£pre him^ leaving Spanish 
Guelderknd to his diacretioD. He had rcwlned 
to haaard an engagement, and iMoed iN^tra ais 
cordingly : but he was restrained by the Dutch 
depulieai who were afraid of their owm ioteKertt 
in case the battle should have proved nnfortiin 
nate. The duke of Burgundy, finding himself 
obliged to retreat before the aihed army, rather 
than expose him^lf longer to such a nK>rtifyingf 
indignity, returned to Versailles, leaving tfao 
command to BouiHers, who lost the confidence 
of LfOuis by the iU success^ of this campaign 
The depitties of the slaU;es-!general having repte* 
sented to the earl of Marlborough the advan* 
tages that would accrue to Holland, from bia 
dispossessing the enemy of the places they main* 
mined in the Spanish Guelderlaiid, by woiek tbfi 
navi^tion of the Maese was obstructed, and 
the important town of Maestricht in a manner 
blocked up, he resolved to deliver fsoaa 

such a troublesome neighbourhood. He detached 
general Schultz with a body of troops to reduce 
the town and castle oi Werkv wbidb were 8ur<« 
gendered after a slight resistance. In the begiiH 
ning of September, he undertook the siege of 
Venlo, which capitulated on the tweaty-hfth 
day oC the fdonih, aiftet fort St. Michael had 
been stormed and taken by lord Cutts and the 
Englbh vol unteers,^ among whom the YOung earl 
ef Huntingdon distinguished himselt by very 
eitraordinary aetsi of valour* Theo the generiu 
invested Ruremonde, which he reduced after a 
very obsignate defence^ together with the fort of 
Stfvensiiaevt, situated on me same riven Bou&^ 
flers, confounded at the rajndity of MarttiO'* 
coughs succesi» tOatsd towards 3-iege, in ordtf 
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to coirer that dt j : but, at the approadi of the 

confederates, he retired with precipitation to 
Toneeren, from whence he directed his route to- 
wards Brabant, with a view to defend such placear 
as the allies had no design to attack. When the 
earl of Marlborough arrived at Licg«, he found 
the suburbs of St* Walburgh had been set on fire 
by the French garrison, who had retired into the 
citadel and the Chartreux. The allies took im- 
mediate possession of the city ; and in a few 
days opened the trenches against the citadel^ 
wUch was taken by assault* On this occasion, 

the hereditary prince of Hesse-Cassel charged at 
the head of the grenadiers, and was the first 
person who mounted the breach^ Violani the 
governor, and the duke of Charost, were made 

prisoners. Three hundred thousand florins in 
gold and silver were found in the citadel, besides 
notes for above one miilion, drawn upon sub* 
stantial merchants in Liege, who paid the money; 
Immediately after this exploit, the garrison of 
the Chartreux capitulated on honourable terms, 
and were conducted to Antwerp. By the sue- 
esM of' this campaign, the earl of Marlborongh 
raised his military character above all censure, 
and confirmed himself in the entire confidence 
of the states-general; who, in the beginning of 
the season, had trembM for Nimeguen, and 
now saw the enemy driven back into their own 
domains* 

IS. When the army brcAte up in^ Kovember, 

the general repaired to Maestricht, from* whence 
he proposed to return to the Hague by water. 
Accordingly, he embarked in a large boat, with 
five^^and-twenty soldiers, under the commaOMl of 
a Ueutenant. Next morning he was joined at 
Ruremonde by Coehorn, in a larger vessel, with 
sixty men ; and they were moreover escorted by 
fifty troopers, who rode alcmg the bank of the 
river. The lafge boat ovtmsd the .other, and 
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the bonemea nuitook (heir way in the dark* A 

French partUan, with five-and-thirty men from 

Gueldres, who lurked among the rushes in wait 
for prey^ seized the rope by which the boat was 
drawn, hauled it aahore, ducharfred their smaUl 
arms and hand-grenades, then rushing into it, se« 
cured the soldiers before they could put them- 
sdives in a posture of defence.. The earl of MarU 
borough was accompanied by general Opdam^ 
and mynheer Gueldermalsen, one of the depu-* 
ties, who were provided with passports* The 
earl had neglected this precaution : but recollect^^ 
ing he had an old passport for his brother gene- 
ral Churchill, he produced it without any emo- 
tion ; and the partisan was in such confusion that 
he never examined the date» Nevertheless^ he 
rifled their baggage, carried off the g^ard as pri- 
aoners, and allowed the boat to proceed. The 
governor Venio receiving information that the 
earl was surprised by a party, and conveyed to 
Gueldres, immediately marclied out with his 
whole garrison to invest that place. The same 
imperfect account bein^ transmitted to Holland, 
filled the whole province with consternation. 
The States forthwith assemblin^^ resolved that 
all their forces should march immediately to 
Gueldres, and threaten the garrison of the place 
with the utmost extremities, unless they would 
immediately deliver the general. But, before 
these orders could be despatched, the earl arrived 
at the Hague, to the inexpressible joy of the 
people, who already iookeil upon him as their 
saviour and protecton . 

14. The French arms were not quite so unfor* 
tunate on the Rhine as in Flanders. The elector 
of Bavaria surprised the city of Ulm in Suabia, 
hf a strataffem^ and then declared^ for France, 
which had by this time eompUed with all his de« 
mands. The diet of the empire assembled at Ra* 

lisj^oot were so i|i&ensed at bis conduct in s^i^ii^g 
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the city of Ulm by perfidy, that they presented a 
memorial to his Imperial majesty, requesting he 
woald proceed agamst the elector, according to 

the constitutions of the empire. They resolved, 
by a plurality of voices, to declare war in the 
name of the empire, agaidst the French king and 
the duke of Anjou, for having inraded. several 
fiefs of the empire in Italy, the archbishopric of 
Cologn, and the diocese of Liege : and they for- 
-bad the ministers of Bavaria and Cologn to ap* 
pear in the general diet. In vain did these pow- 
ers protest against their proceedings. The em* 
pire's declaration of war was published and no-^ 
tified. In the name of the diet, to the canfinad of 
Limberg, the emperor's commissioner. Mean- 
while the French made themselves masters of 
Neuburgh, in the circle of Suabia, while Louia 
prince of Baden, being weakened by sending ofF 
detachments, was obliged to lie inactive in his 
camp near Fridlinguen. The French army was 
divided into two bodies, connnanded by the mar* 
quis de Villars and the count de Guiscard ; and 
the prince, thinking himself in danger of being 
enclosed by the enemy, resolved to decamp. Vil« 
lars immeaiately passed the Rhine, to fall upon 
him in his retreat, and an obstinate engagement 
ensuing, the Imperialists were overpowered by 
nnmb^rs. The prince, having lost two thousana 
men, abandoned the field of battle to the enemy, 
together with his baggage, artillery, and ammu« 
nition, and retired towards Stauffen, without be«* 
ing pursued. The French army, even after they 
had gained the battle, were unaccountably seized 
with such a panic, that if the Imperial general 
had faced them with two regiments, he would 
have snatched the victory from Villars, who was 
upon this occasion saluted mareschal of France 
by the soldiers ; and next day the town of Frid« 
hnguen surrendered. The prince being joined 
by some troops under general Thungeni and * 
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other reinforcements, resolved to give battle to 
the enemy : but Viliars declined an engagement^ 
and repfttted the Rhine. Towards the tatter end 

of October, count Tallard, and the marquis de 
Lomarie, with a body of eighteen thousand men, 
reduced Triers and Traerbach: cm the other 
hand, the pritice of HeMe-Ciassel, with a detaeh« 
ment from the allied army at Liege, retook from 
the French the towns of Zinch, llinu, Brisac^ 
and Andemach* 

15. In Italy, prince Eugene laboured under a 
total neglect of the Imperial court, where his 
enemies, on pretence of su|)porting the king of 
tlie Ramans in his first campaign, weaned the 
emperor's attention entirely from his ailairs on 
the other side of the Alps; so that he left his 
best army to moulder away for want of recruits 

iiad reinforcements. The prince, thus abandon- 
ed, could not prevent the duke de Vendome from 
reheving Mantua, and was obliged to relinquish 
some other places he had taken* Philip king of 
Spain, being inspired with the ambition of put- 
ting an end to the war in this country, sailed in 
person fbr Naples, where he was visited by the 

cardinal-legate, with a compliment from the pope; 
yet he could not obtain the investiture of the 
kingdom from his holiness* The emperor, how- 
entj was so disgusted at the embassy which ther 
pope had sent to Philip, that he ordered his am- 
bassador at Rome to withdraw. Philip proceed- 
ed from Naples to Final, mider convoy of the 
French fleet which had brought him to Italy; 
here he had an interview with the duke of Sa- 
voy, who began to be alarmed at the prospect of 
the French king^ being master of the Milanese ; 

and, in a letter to the duke de Vendome, he for- 
bade him to engage prince Eugene until he him- 
self should arrive m tlie camo. Prince Eugene^ 
understanding that the French army imcnded to 
attack Luz^Kira and OUastaUa^ passed the Po, 
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with an army of about half the niunbtr of tho 

enemy, and posted himself behind the dyke of 
Zero, in such a manner that the French were ig- 
norant of hU ftituatioD. He concluded, that on 
their arrival at the ground they had choien, the 
horse would march out to forage, while the rest 
of the army would be employed in pitching tenta^ 
and proviaing for their refreshments Hia design 
was to seize that opportunity of attacking them, 
not doubting that he should obtain a complete 
victory : but he was disappointed bv mere acci- 
dent An adjutant, with an advancea guard, had 
the curiosity to ascend the dyke, in order to view 
the country, when he discovered the Imperial in* 
fisntry lying on their fac^s and their horse in the 
rear, ranged in order of battle. The French 
camp was immediately alarmed; and as the inter- 
mediate ground was covered with hedges, which 
obliged the assailants to defile, the enemy were in 
in a posture of defence before the Imperialists 
could advance to action ; nevertheless, the prince 
auacked them Mrith great vivacity, in hopes of 
disordering their line, which gave way in several 
places : but night interposing, he was obliged to 
desist; and in a few days the French reduced 
Ijuzsara and Guastalla. The prince, however^ 
maintained his post, and Philip returned to Spain, 
without having obtained any considerable advaa« 
tage* 

16. The French Idng employed all his artifice 

and intrigues in raising up new enemies against 
the confederates* He is said to have bribed count 
Mansfield, president of the council of war at Vi«. 
enna, to withhold the supplies from prince Eu- 
gene in Italy. At the Ottoman Porte he had ac- 
tually gained over the visir, who engaged to re* 
new the war with the emperor. But the mufti 
and all the other ^reat officers were averse to this 
design, and the visir fell a sacrifice to their re- 

sentmem. I.ouis continued to embroil the king-^ 
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dom of Poland by meaos of the cardinal primate. 
The youne kiii^ of Sweden advanced to liinaii^ 
where he defeated Augustus. Then he took pos«i 

session of Cracow, and raiseti contributions; nor 
could he be persuaded to retreat, although the 
Mawovites and Lithuamans had ravaged Livo^ 
aia, and even made an irruption into Sweden. 

17* The operations oi the combined squadrons 
at sea did sot fully answer the eipectation of the 
public* On the twelfth day of May, sir lobn 
Munden sailed with twelve ships, to intercept a 
French sqnadron appointed as a convoy to a new 
viceroy of Mexico^ from Coronna to the Wese« 
Indies. On the twenty -eighth day of the month, 
he chased fourteen sail of French* ships into Co- . 
mnna« Then he called a council of war^ ia 
which it was agreed, that as the place was strong*^ 
ly fortitled, and by the intelligence they had re- 
ceived, it appeared that seventeen of the enemy*e 
sUlpt of war rode at anchor in the harbour, it 
would be expedient for them to follow the latter 
part of their instructions, by which they were 
directed to cruise in soundings for the protection 
of the trade. They returned accordingly, and 
being distressed by want of provisions, came in« 
to port, to the general discontent of the nation# 
For the satisfaction of the people, sir John Muni* 
den was tried by a court^artial, and acquitted ; 
but as this miscarriage had rendered him very 
unpopular, prince George dismissed him from 
the service* We have already hinted, that Idi^ 
William had projected a scheme to reduce Cadiz, 
with intention to act afterwards against the Spa* 
fiish settlements in the West-Indies. This desi^ 
queen Anne resolved to put in execution. 8iif 
George Rooke commanded the fleet, and the 
duke of Ormond was appointed general of the 
land-forces destined for this expedition. The 
Combined squadrons amounted to fifty ships of 
the line, exdttsive of frigates, firorships, and 
Vou C 
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&maller vtasels; and the fiumber of soldiers em« 
barked wt8 not far short of foturtean thousand* 

In the latter end of June the fleet sailed from St. 
Helens : on the twelfth of August they anchored 
at the distance of two leagues firom Cadiz. Next 
day the doke of Onnotid s«iiimon«d the duke de 
Brancaccio, wlio was governor, to submit to the 
house of Austria ; but that officer answered, «he 
wtmld acmut hknself honoormbly of the trust re- 
posed in him by the king-. On the fifteenth * 
the duke of Ormond landed with his forces in the 
bay of iBuUsi und«r cover of a snsart fire from 
some frigates, and repulsed a body of Spanisfa 
cavalry: then he summoned the governor of 
Fort St. Catharine's to surrender ; and received 
an answer^importing, that the garrison was pre* 

{>ared for his reception. A declaration was pub« 
ished in the Spanish language, intimating, that 
tlie allies did not come as enemies to Spaia; bot 
otily to free them from the voke of France, andt 
assist them in establishing tnemselves under the 
government of the house of Austria* These pro* 
flmions produced very little effect atiioii|; the Spn* 
niards, who were eitner cooled in thar attach-* 
ment to that family, or provoked by the excesses 
of the £nglish troops. These having taken pos-^ 
sennon of Fort St. C^harine^ and Port St. Mary^e^ 
instead of protecting, plundered the natives, not- 
withstanding the strict orders issued by the duke 
^ ef Ormond, to prevent this scandalous practice : 
even some general 43fficers were concerned in the 
pillage. A battery was raised against Monta- 
gorda fort opposite to the Puntai: but the at« 
tempt miscarried, and the troops wwe re4iii* 
barked. 

18. Captain Hardy having been sent to water 
in Lagos bay, received intelligence that the eal* 
leons £rom the West)>»Indies had put into Vigo, 
Aider convoy of a French squadron. He sailed 
Mnmediately ia quest of sir George iU>oke> wba 
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was now OH his Tcyagft back to £iiglaad« aod 
fiiUiiqf Ml «kk Jiim tm the sixth day of Oeiober^ 

communicaied the substance of what he had learn- 
ed* Rooke Ammedialely called a coimcil of waur^ 
kk whicib 11 maB deMramied to alter iheit mmm^ 
•nd Mtaek the ettemf At Vi^* He foif hmih dU» 
tached some small vessels for intelligfence, and re- 
ceived a confirmation, that the^lieoMt aAdihe 
•qiiedffoo eomniaiided by Chaceea JUpautef wwe 

actually in the harbour. They sailed thirheri 
and appeared before the place pa the elevenih 
day of Oettobw* The passagie into th^ harbour 
irae nstnawf teenred by batterjes^ forts, ftod 
breast-works on each side; by a strong boom^ 
OHwatiDg of koa chains, top^ouM^ and cabiee^ 
nuMred at mQ/ch end to m seveoty^gfui ship ; aad 

fortified within by five ships of the same strength, 
lying athwart the channel, with their broadsides 
to ibe offing. At ihe jfit a»d aeioQiid mm of 
the eofiibined fleets were too kirge to eater, the 
admirals shifted their flags. into smaller ships; 
and a division of five»aild-twenty English aad 
Dutch ehlps of the ltne« with their frigates, ilw^ 
ships, and ketches, was destined for the service* 
In order to facilitate the attack, the duke of Or« 
ii¥Mad landed with five-and*twefity hupdredmeOit 
at the distafltee of six miks from Vigo, and took 
by assault a fort and platform of forty pieces of 
cannon, at the entrance of the harbour.. The 
Bmasb ensign was no eooner seen flying at the 

top of this fort, than the ships advanced to the 
attack. Vice-admiral Hopson, in the Torbay, 
crowding aU his sail, ran directly against the 
boom, idbich wasbrol^ bv the first e£>ck ; then 
the whole squadron entered the harbour, through 
a prodigious fire fcom the enemy ships and bat«- 
terieik These bit^ however, were soon stormed 
end taken by the grenadiers who had been landed. 
The great ships lay against the forts at each side 

Of the hMbttnr, which m a Ultij? Um^ sir 



^ ..d by G 



S8 HISTORY BKGLANO. 1702. 

Itficed; though Tice^admiral Hopson natrowlf 
eftetped from a firMhip by tv4ii«h he wot bo8ttdedl« 

After a very vigorous engagement, the French^ 
finding themselves unable to cope with such an 
lulversary^ teuAved to destroy th^r ships and 
gifttleons, that they migiit not £biU into the hande 
of the victors. They accordingly burned and 
ran ashore eight ships and as many advice*boats ; 
but ten MpB of wat* were taken, togetber witfei 

eleven galleons. Though they had secured the 
best part of their plate and merchandise before 
the Eaglish fleet arrived, the vahie of fourteen 
millioiis of fne<^ of eight, in plate and rich com* 
modities, was destroyed in six galleons that pe* 
rished ; and about half that vaiue was brought; 
off by the conquerors ; so that this was a dread* 
ful blow to the enemy, and a noble acquisition 
to the allies. Immediately after this exploit, sir 
George Rooke was joined by sir Cloudesley ShcM 
^I, who had been se^t out with a squadron to 

intercept the galleons. This officer ^vas left to 
bring iiome the prizes, and dismantle the fortih-- 
cations, while Rooke returned in trinmph to 
England. 

19. The glory which the English acquired in 
tliis expedition was in some measure tarnished 
by the conduct of some officers in the West^ 

Indies. Thither admiral Benbow had been de- 
tached with a squadron of ten sail, in the course 
of the preceding year« At laniaiea he received 

intelligence, that monsieur Du Casse was in the 
neighbourhood of Hispaniola, and resolved to 
beat up to that island* At JLcogane he fell in 
with a Fretich ship of fifty guns, which her 
captain ran ashore and blew up. He took 
several other vessels, and having alarmed Petit* 
Guavaa, bore away for Ikmna Maria bay, wber« 
be understood that Du Casse had sailed for the 
^ast of Carthagena. Benbow resolved to follow 

we same course; and on the nineteenth of 
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August discavered tiie eaemy*^ •quadron omt 
Sl Martha^ consiating of ten sait^ siMriog along: 

shore. He formed the line, and an engagement 
eosued, in which he was very ill seconded by: 
some of his captains. Neverih<sle88» the battto 
continued till night, and he determined to reneif^ 
it next morning, when he perceived all his ships 
at the di^ance of three or four miles astvoy 
cscept the Ruby, commanded hj captaia Cl^rge 
Walton, who joined him in plying the enemy" 
with chase-guns. On the twenty*first these two 
ships engaged the f rench squadt on ; and dio 
Ruby was so disabled, that the admiral waa 
oblig^ to send her back to Jamaica, Next day 
the Greeawich^ commanded by Wade, waa five 
leagim astern; and the wind changing, Ui» 
enemy had the advantage of the weather-gage» 
On tke twenty->third the admiral renewed the 
battle with his single ship, unsostained by the 
lest of the squadron. On the twenty-^foiurth hie 
kg was shattered by a chain-shot ; notwithstand- 
ing which accident^ he remained on the quarter^ 
dttk in a cradle, and continued the enga|remear; 
One of the largest ships of the enemy lying like 
a wreck upon the water, four sail of the English 
«piadroa poured their oroadwles into her, sm4 
then ran to leeward, without paying any regard 
to the signal for battle. Then the French bearing 
down upon the admiral with their whole furcet 
shot away his main-top-sail-yard, and damaged 
his rigging in such a manner, that he was obhged 
to lie by and refit^ while they took their disabled 
ship in tow. During this mterval^ he called a 
eooncil of his captains, and expostulated witb 
them on their behaviour. They observed, that 
the French were very strongs and advised him 
to desist. He platniy perceived that he was 
betrayed, and with tne utmost reluctance re-i 
turned to Jamaica, having not only lost a leg, 

but afaK>.r^ved a l«gi^ wound in his face, and 
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lUioiher in his arm^ while he in persaa attempted 
fla boafd die Fmidi admiral. Exasperated at 
the treachery of his captains, he granted a ccnfi* 
mission to rear-admiral Whetstone, and other 
officersi to hold a court^mttrttal^ and trv them 
for tomirdke. HodMn, of the Petidenma, died 

before his trial: IQrbjr and Wade were con- 
victed, and sentenced to be shot : Constable, of 
the Windsor, VfM ci»hiered and imprisoned? 
Vtecent, of the Falmouth, and Fogg, like ad^ 

miral's own captain of the Breda, were con* 
victed of having signed a paper, that they 
^mtmlA not fight under Benbow*s command ; but, 

as thej behaved gallantly in the action, the 
court inflicted upOn them no other punishment 
than that of a provisional suspension. Captain 
Walton had Ukewise jofaied tii the consptraey, 

while he was heated with the fumes of intoxica- 
tion; but he afterwards renounced the engage- 
ment, and fought with admirable courage tintfl 
his ship was disabled. The boisteroew maniier 
of Benbow had produced this base confederacy. 
He was a rough seamen ; but remarkably brave, 
lionest, and experienced.* He took this tui^ 
carriage so much to heart, that he became 
melancholy, and his grief co-operating with the 
lever occasioned by his wounds, put a period to 
Ilis liftu Wade afid Kir by were sent home In 
the Bristol; and^ on their arrival at Plymouth, 

♦ Wheh onp of his lieatenants expressed liis sorrow for 
the loss of the admirars log, " I am sorry for it too /re* 
plied the gaUaot Benbow), but I had rather have lost 
them both Uiaa have seen this dishonour brought upon 
the English nstioo. Bat, do you hear ? ff another shot 
should take me on, behave like brave meat sad fight it 
out." When T>u Cassc arrived at CarthSg^W; lie WfOte 

a letter to Benbow to this effect: 
*' Sir. 

I had little hope on Monday last but to have supped 
hk your cabin; but it pleased God to order it otherwise, 
i •» WWttiUUl KH" it. As for those cowardly captains who 

wmuA yea, kw$ mm ^for, by Go ju ^^^ ^ e ju 
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^bot QB boMil of the ship, by virtoe of m dead 

warrant for their inunediate execution, which 
had lain there for some time. The same 
precaution had been taken in all the western 
ports, in order to prevdat applications in their 

favour 

20. During these transactions, the queen 
•eemed to be happy in the afiiection of her 

subjects. Though the continuance of the par- 
liameat was iimited to six months after the 
Idng'a decease^ she dissolved it by proclamation 
before the term was expired: and issned writs 
for electing another, in which the tory interest 
jpredominated* In the summer the queen gave 
Sttidieoee to the count de Platens, envoy-extra^ 
ordinary from the elector of Hanover ; then she 
made a progress with her husband to Oxford, 
Bath^ and Bristol, where she was received with 
all tbs marks of the most genuine afiection. The 
new parliament meeting on the twentieth day 
of October, Mr* Harley was chosen speaker; 
The queen in her speech declared, she had suni^ 
moned them to assist her in carrying on the just 
and necessary war in which the nation was en« 
gaged* She desired the commons would inspect 
me accmmts of the public receipts and payments, 
that if any abuses had crept into the n^anage- 
ment of tne finances, thev might be detected, 
and the offenders punishedC She told them, that 
the funds assigned in the last parliament had not 
produced the sums granted ; and that the de- 
ficiency was not supplied even by the hundired 
thousand pounds which she had paid from her 
own revenue for the public service. She ex- 
pressed her concern for the disappointment at 
Cadin, as well as for the abuses committed at 
Port St. Mary's, which had obliged hec to g^ve 
directions for the strictest examination of the 
particulars. She hOMd they would find time to 

conwlar of tome bener. and more effisctual 
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method to prevent the eippttation of wod, and 
teiprove that manufacttiM, which ahe wu de- 
termined to encourage. She professed a firna. 
persuasion^ that the affection of her subjects was 
the surest pledge of their duty and obediencQ. 
She promised to defend and mainuin the ehureft 
as by law established ; and to protect her sub- 
jects in the full enjoyment of all their rights aiid 
libertiet. She pretest^, that she relied on theit 
eare of her ; she said her interest and theirs were 
inseparable ; and that her endeavours should - 
never be wanting to make them ail safe and 
happy. She> was presented with a very aflRe6» 
tionate address from either house, coifgtatolating 
her upon the glorious success of her arms, and 
those of her allies, under the command of the 
^tI of Marlborough : but that of the commons 
was distinguished by an implicated reproach on 
the late reign, importing, that the wonderful 
progress of her majesty's arms under the earl 
of Marlborough had signaUy retrieved" the 

ancient honour and glory of tne English nation. 
This expression hadiiiexcited a warm debate ia 
the house, in the course of which many severe 
reflections were made on the memory of king 

William. At length, the question was put, 
whether the word " retrieved" should remain t 
and carried in the affirmative^ by a majority of 
one htindred. 

21. The strength of the tones appeared in 
nothing more conspicuous than in their enquiry 
coneerning controverted elections. The borougn 
of Hindon, near Salisbury, was convicted of 
bribery, and a bill brought in for disfranchising 
the town: yet no vote passed against the person 
who exercised this corruption, because he hap* 
pened to be a tory. Mr. Howe was declared 
duly elected for Gloucestershire, though the 
majority of the electors had voted for the other 

candidate* Sir John Fackington exhibited a 
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Jbis son, for naving endeavoured to prevenl hit 
election : the comQioiis having taken it into con- 
sideratioD, resolved^ that the proceedingn of 
William lord bi<hop of Wore^er, and lua wm^ 

had been malicious, unchridtian, and arbitrary, 
in high, vioiauoa of the liberties aini psriTiiegi^t 

«f $im mmaom ^ £figlMd* They iroied 99 ' 

addre^^ fo ^he queen, desiring her to remove the 
father from the office of lord^ahnoner ; and they 
ordered tbe ^tornej^genMai ta priMecute tW 
ton, afurr bis privilege as mmh^ id tbe co» 
vocation should be expired. A counter address 
was imoi^diateiy wt^d^ and presented by tbe ' 
h»d$^ hMseduxif ber maiesty would not tewmt 
the bishop of Worcester from the place of lord- 
almoner, until he shOuid be found guiUy of some 
crime by due eowse pf lew ; as it wee the^ 
doubled right of every loi>d <of parMaiQent^ ami 
of every subject of Eugland, to have an oppor- 
tunity to his defence l^ore be suffers any 
jwi of piitti^hnieiiit. The queen said she hftd 
not as yet received any complaint against the 
bishop of Worcester : out she looked upon it 

as her uodoobted right ta caAUMe Ptv diaplefie 
toy eereest etteiidhi|^ upifti heir own p^rsot^ 

when she should thmk proper. The peers 
ba^'wg received this dnswery'^UBaoimoosly ro- 
eoli^edf That 00 lord their bouse ongoi to 
suffer any sort of puoisbmant by any proceed- 
ings of the house of commons, otherwise than 
a^scording to the known i^jid jmoient XMle« and 
seethpde ef parijeeseiii:. When tbe comiAoae . 

attended the queen with their address agaiast 

ihe bi^hofip she 4md Mh^ was m^ty, ^here was 
occissoir for socb a remoBstrance^ and.t&at the 
bishop of Worcester sbimld no kmger contfr- . 

nue to supply the place of her ahnoner. This 
ri^aiKd to their address was a flagcant proof of 
ber lAfMty xu the xoiim$\ wb^ seemed u> 
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justify her altachm^nt by their compliance and 
liberality. 

22. In deliberating on the supplies, they agreed 
to all the demands of the ministry. They voted 

ifortj thousand seamen, and the like number of 
laaa forces, to act in conjunction with those of 
the alli^. For the maintenance of these last, they 

granted eight hundred and thirty-three thousand 
eight hundred and twenty-six pounds; besides 
three hundred and fifty thousand pounds for 
guards and garrisons; seventy thousand nin€ 
hundred and seventy- three pounds for ord- 
nance; and fifty-one thousand eight hundred and 
fortywthree pounds for subsidies to the allies. 
Lord Shannon arriving with the news of the 
success at Vigo, the ^ueen appointed a day of 
tfaankB^vitig for the signal success of her arma 
under the eairl of: Marlborough, the duke of 
Ormond, and sir George Rooke; and, on that 
day^ which was the twelfth of November, she ^ 
went in 4tate to St. Pau]^ church, altended bf 
both houses of parliament. Next day the peers 
voted the thanks of their house to the duke of 
Ormqnd for his services at Yigq ; and, at the 
^me time, drew up an address to the queen, de- 
siring she would order the duke of Ormond and 
sir George Rooke ^o lay before them an account 
of their proceedings : a request with which her 
majesty complied. Those two officers were lika^ 
wise thanked by the house of commons: vice- 
admiral Hopsoa was kntghtedyaad gratified with 
a considerable pendon. The doke of Ormond^ 
at his return from the expedition, complained 
oi>^n|y of Rooke's conduct, and seemed deter* 
ininea to subject him to a public accusation j but 
that oiScer was such a favourite among the com- 
mons, that the court was afraid to disoblige them 
by an impeachment, and took great paios to mi- 
tigate the dttke*s resentment* This nobleman 
was appointacl lord-Ueutenant of Ireland, and 
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Rooke waft admitted into the privy^counciL A 
motion^ however^ being made in the honae of 

lords, that the admiral's instructions and jour- 
nals relating to the laat expedition might be ex- 
amined^ a eommittee was appcnnted for that 
pur{>o8e, and prepared an nn&Tonrable report t 
but it was rejected by a majority of the house; 
and they Yoted, That sir George Rooke had 
done his duty, pursutot to the councils of war^ 

like a brave oiEcer, to the honour of the Britl&h 
nation. 

23. On the twenty^^first day of November, the 
^leea sent a message to the house of commons 

by Mr. secretary Hedges, recommending fur- 
ther provision for the prince her husband, ia 
case he should survive hen This message being 
considered, Mr. Howe moved, ihat the yearly 
sum of one hundred thousand pounds should be 
settled on the prince, in case he should survive 
her majesty. No opposition was made to the 
proposal: but warm debates were excited by a 
clause in the bill, exempting the prince froni^ 
that part of the act of succession by which 
strangers, though naturalized, were rendered in- 



related only to those who should be natnralised 
in a future reign ; and indeed was calculated as 

a restriction upon the house of Hanover. Many 
members argued against the clause of exemp-^ 
tion, because it seemed to imply, that persons 
already naturalized would be excluded from em- 
ployments in the next reign, though already pos- 
sessed of the right of natural*bom subjects, 3k 
consequence plainly contradictory to the mean- 
ing of the act. Others opposed it, because the 
lords had alcisady resolved by a vote, that they 
would never pass any bill sent up from the com- 
mons, to which a clause foreign to the bill should 
be tacked ; and this clause they affirmed to be a 

lack, as m lAC^padty w hold employments waa 



capable of holding 




This clause 
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d circiMMlanM altogether difltnet from a Mtti#» 
meA in iMne^: The qocM ^tprmmd vmeom^ 

mon eagerness in behalf of this bill; and the coiin 
influence was managed so successfully, that it 
passed thnmgii both boiiies, though not without 
an obstinate opposition, and a formal protest by 
Mven-and-twenty peers. 

24, Tfao earl of Marlborough arriving in £ng^ 
kind about the Utter end of Ndfentber^ reeeiv^ 
ihe thanks of the commons for his great and 
signal services, which were so acceptable to th€ 
foeefl, that me treated him a duke, gratified 
him with a pension of five thousand pounds 
upon the revenue of the post-office during his 
Mtural life; and, in a message to the commons^ 
expressed a desire thai the^ would find some me^ 

thod to Settle it on the heirs male of his body. 
This intimation was productive of warm de« 
batet, dof&ig vdnch sir Ghristc^her Mosgrav« 
observed, that he would not derogate from the 
duke's eminent services; but he afiirmed his 
grace had been ^ery well paid for them by the 
profitable employments whieh he and hit dufelv* 
ess enjoyed. The duke, understanding that the 
commons were heated by the subject^ begged 
her majesty would rather forego her gracioui 
message in his behalf, than create any uneasiness 
on his account, which might embarrass her af- 
fairs, and be Of ill consequence to the public. 
Then rii6 sent anothet- message to the house^ 
signifying, thalt the duke of Marlborough had 
declined her interposition. Notwithstanding this 
declaration, the commons in a body presefated an 

address, acknowledging the eminent services of 
the duke of Marlborough, yet expressing their 
apprehension of making a precedent to aiiadaie 
the revenue of the crown, which had been so 

m«ch reduced by the exorbitant gratlts of the 
^te reign, and so lately settled and secured by 
lier majesty'^ AiaparaUeted gra« imd gOOdiMMf 
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Vke qneea was satisfied with their apology | 
iMC tbi^ Mftitid ifl all prabahitiw twtpi w i to 
alienate the duke frmn the tories, wnh whom he 
Jbad been hitherto connected. 

to the btigittijng of Ijamaty^ the ijhm* 
g;ave the bouse of commons to undlerstaiid, thaf 
the states-general had pressed her to augmrai 
forces, as the oabf avians lo wader iaeffio« 
ftial tlie gteat and aarly prepamioitii of tha taia^ 
aay. The commons immediately resolved, that 
ten thousand men should be hired, as an aag^ 
mentation of the foMas tO' aet i« aoa^txttttkM 

with the allies; but on condition that an imme^ 
diate stop ^ould be put to all commerce and 
aorrespwdmce widi Frsace and Spaia oa ttai 
pan of the states-getfarai Tha lords p rasmt a H 

an address to the queen on the same subject, and 
to the same eSkct ; and she owaed^that the con^ 
ditioA Was alMolately necessary 1» thie goad at 

the whole alliance. The Dutch^ even after the 
declaration oi war, had carried on a trafhc with 
the French; and, at titis very juttatlne, Loiiia 

found it impossible tb niale^ ramitfanaas ^ iMh 

ney to the elector of Bavaria in Germany, and 
to his forces in Italy, except throu|^ the ckannel 
of English, Dutch, and Oenava usan^haMis. Tfett 
states-general, though shocked at the imperious 
manner in which the parliament of £ngiand 

prasetibed their eonduct, comidied with tha d«* 
maud witbanf hedtaif on, atid published % pfo- 

li3>ttion of all commerce with the subjects of 
France and Spain. 
96. Tha commoM of this patliamaitt had 

thing more at heart than a bill against occasional 
conformity. The tories affected to distinguish 
themseW^ as the only true friends to the church 
ttud monarchy; and ttaey hated the dlisentcM 

with a mixture of spiritual and political disgttW* 
They looked upon these last as an intruding sect, 

trfakh cOMiitMadfraai 4he whig^factioii 
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that extorted such immense sums of monej from 
the siatioii in the late reign^ aod involired it ta 
pernicious engagements, from whence it had no 
prospect of deliverance. They considered them 
as CQcroaching fchismatict that disgraced and 
eadangcMd t& hierarchy; and thoae of theii? 
own communion who recommended moderation, 
tbejr branded with the epithets of lukewaraok 
chrietimis, betrafcsrsf and apostatea. They now 
resolved to approve themselves zealous sons of 
the church, by seizing the first opportunity that 
was in their power to distress the dissenters. In 
order to pave the way to this persecution, sefi* 
mons were preached,and pamphlets were printed, 
ta blacken the character of the sect, and infiamQ 
Aic .pfifiular resenment against them. On the 
fourth day of November, Mr. Bromley, Mr. St. 
John, and Mr. Annesley, were ordered by the 
iMWse of ci^mmons to bring in a bill Ibr prevent- 
mg necasionai conformity. In the preamble^ ali 
persecution for conscience sake was condenm«» 
ed : nev^(helessy it enacted, that all those who 
bad taken tbs sacrament and test for offices of 
trust, or the magistracy of corporations, and af-« 
terwards frequented any meeting of dissenters^ 
should be disabled from holding their employ^ 
nents, pav a fine of one hundred pounds, and 
five pounds for every day in which they conti- 
nued to act in their employments after having 
heea at any such meeting : they were aba render* 
ed incapable of holding any other employment, 
till after one whole year's conformity ; and, 
upon a relapse, the penalties and time of inca- 
pacity were doubled. The promoters of the 

bill alleged, that an established religion and na- 
tional church were absolutely necessary, when 
so many impious men pretended ta inspiration^ 
«ad deluded such numbers of the people : that 

''^^ effectual way to preserve this national 

Church, jYould be the maintenance of ihe civil 
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power in the hands of those who expressed theif 
regard to the church in their principle and 
practice: that the parliameiit, hj the corpart^ 

tion and test acts, thought they had raised a 
sufficient barrier to the hierarchy, never ima- 
guiin|^ that a aet of men would rise up, whose 
consciences would be too tender to obey the 

laws, but hardened enough to break them : that, 
as the last reign began with an act in favour of 
dissenters, so the conunons were desirous that 
in the beginning of her majesty's auspicious go- 
vernment, an act should pass in favour of the 
church of England: that thia bill did not en« 
trench on the act of toleration, or deprive the 
dissenters of any privileges they enjoyed by law, 
or add any thing to the i^;al rights of the church 
of England: that occasional conformity was all 
evasion of the law, by which the dissenters might 
insinuate themselves into the management of all 
corporations: that a separation from the churchy 
to which a man's conscience will allow him oc* 
casionally to conform, is a mere schism, which 
in itself was sinful, without the superaddition of 
a temporal law^to make it an offence: that the 
toleration was intended only for the ease of ten-* 
der consciences, and not to give a licence for oc* 
casioaal conformity : that conforming and non>- 
conformkig were eontnadictions ; for nothing 
but a firm persuasion that the terms of commu- 
nion required are sinful and unlawful could 
justify the one; afid thi#, plainly condemns the 
other. The members who opposed the bill 
argued, that the dissenters were generally well 
affected to the present constitution : that to 
bring any real hardship upon them, or give rise 
to jealousies and fears at such a juncture, might 
be attended with dangerous consequences: that 
the toleration had greatly contributed to the se^ 
wsitf and repuution of the churchy and plaini' 
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ly proved, that liberty of conscience and genllf 
measures were the most effectual means far io^ 
cfeasing the votaries of the churcb«aiid diminish^ 
ing the number of dissenters ; that the dissenters 
cpuld not be termed schismatics without bring-* 
ing an heavy charge upon the chureJEi of £ng» 
land) which nad not only tolerated such schiismy 
but even allow ed communion with the reformed 
churches abroad; that the penalties of this bill 
were more severe thaa those which the lawi 
imposed on papists, fpr assisting at the most 
solemn act of their religion: in a word, that 
tpleratioa and tenderness had been aiwaye pro^ 
ductive of peace and union, whereaa persecudoa 
had never failed to cxciie disorder, and extend 
Mip(erstitian» Manj akeraiions and nutigabUxift 
were profscMied, without e&ct« In the couive 

of the debates, the dissenters were mentioned 
and reviled with great acrimony ; and the bill 

passed the lowei: house by virtue of a coasidier* 
able maiorit|r* 

27. The lords, apprehensive that the commons 
would tack it to some money-billy voted, thai the 
mmexing aoy clause to a moaey4iiU wa« cpq^ 
trary to the constitution of the linglish govern^ 
ment, and the usage of parliament. The bill met 
with a very warm opposition in the upper houte, 
where a oonsiderafole portion of the whig inti^ . 
rest still remained. These members believed 

that the intention of the bill was to model cor- 
poratioMt so as to eject all those who would not 

vote in elections for the tories. Some imagined 
this was a preparatory step towards a repeal of 
the toleration; and others concluded that the 
promoters of the bill designed to raiie such dse- 
lurbances at home, as would discourage the allies 
abroad, and render the prosecution of the war 
impracticable. The majority of the bishopf^ and 
^nong these Burnet of Sarum, objected againsc 
« on the principles of moderation, and from mo* 
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tir& of conscience. Nevertheless, as the court 
supported ' this measure with its wliole power 

and influence, the bill made its way through the 
house, though not without alterations and a- 
mendmentSy which were rejected by the com» 
mooa. The lower house pretended, that the 

lords had no right to alter any fines and penal- 
ties that the commons should fir in bills sent up 
for their concurrence, on the suppositioo, that 
those were tnatters concerning money, the pecu- 
liar province of the lower house: tne lords or- 
dered a minute enquiry to be made into all the 
rdlk of parliament since the reign of Henry the 
Seventh ; and a great number of instances were 
found, in which the lords had begun the clausea 
imposing fines and penalties, atiered the penal** 
ties which had been fixed by the commons, and 
even changed the uses to which they were ap- 
plied. These precedents were entered in the 
books; but the commons resolved to maintain 

their point without engaging in any dispute 
upon the subject. After warm debates, and a 
free conference between the two houses, the 
Iwds adhered to their amendments, though this 
resolution was carried by a majority of one vote 
Qfolj : the commons persisted in rejecting them ; 
the bill miscarried, and both houses published 
their proceedings, by way of appeal to the na- 
tion,^ A bill was now brought into the lower 
house, granting another year's consideration to 
those who had not taken the oath abjuring the 
pretended prince of Wales. The lords added 
three clauses, importing, that those persons who 

* While thb bill was depending, Daniel de Foe pub* 
Itsbed a paoipbiet, intituled, ** The shortest Way with the 
Dissenters; or Proposals for the Establishment of the 
Churcb/' The piece was a severe satire on the violence 
of the church-uarty. The commons ordered it to be 
burned by the nands of the common baiiginaii# and the 
author to be prosecuted. He was acoordintly committed 
to Kewfate. tried, condemned to pay a fine 01 two auUf 

dred pounds^ and stead in the pUm^r* 
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should take Ihe oath within the limited time 
niglkt relttta to their benifices and empIoymeDta^ 

unless they should be already legallv filled ; that 
any person endeavouring to defeat tne succession 
to the crowo^ as now limited by law, should be 
deemed guilty of high treason : and that the oatb 
of abjuration should be imposed upon the sub- 
jecta m Ireland. The commons made some o^ 



poeition te the first clause ; but^ at leogtti> 

question being put, Whether they should agree 
to the amendments^ it was carried m the affirm- 
ative b J one voice. 

8B. No object engrossed more time, or pro* 
duced more violent debates, than did the enquiry 
into the public accounts. The commissioners 
appointed for this purpose, pretended to have 
made great discoveries. They charged the eatl 
of Raneiagh, paymaster-general of the army, 
with Aslant nutimanagement* He acquitted 
iumself in such a manner as screened him from 
all severity of punishment: nevertheless, they 
expelled ham from the house for a high crime 
and misdemeanour, in misapplying several sums 
<lf the public money ; and he tnought proper to 
resign his employment. A long address was 





1 
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complaining that the old methods of the exche- 
quer had been neglected; and that iniquitous 
nauds had been committed by the conunissionert 
of the prizes. Previous to this remonstrance, 
the house, in consequence of the report of the 
committee, had passed several severe resolutions^ 
particularly against Charles lord Halifax, auditor 
of the receipt of the exchequer, as having neg>- 
lected his duty, and been guilty of a breach of 
trust. For these reasons, they actually besought 
the i^ueen, in an address, that she would give di« 
^ections to the attorney-general to prosecute him 
mr the said offeAcef and she promised to caok^ 
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gfwkh their request. On the otl^r Inaid, tfat 
wras appointed a committee to examine all the 
observations which the commisaioners of accounct 
had offered to both houses. They aseribad tha 
natiMiai debt to defieiencies in the fmdss they 
acquitted lord Halifax, the lords of the treasury^ 
and their officers^ whom the commons had ac* 
cuaed; »d represented these circorastancet la 
M address to the queen, which was afterwards 
printed with the vouchers to every particular. 
This difference blew up a fierce flame of discoid 
bttween the two houses^ which mamfested thehr 
mutual animosity in speeches, votes, resolutions, 
aad conferences. The commons affirmed, that 
no cognizance the lords eonld take of the pufaiie 

accounts would enable them to supply any defi- 
ciency, or appropriate any surplusage of the 
public money; that they cooid neither w^ah 
nor condemn any person whatsoever, upon any 
enquiry arising originally in their own house J 
and that their attempt to acquit Charles lord 
Halifax was unparliamentary. The lords laaisted 
Upon their right to take cognizance originally of 
all public accounts : they affirmed, that in their 
resolutions^ with respect to lord Halifax, tfa^ 
had proceeded according to the rulM of justice. 
They owned, however, that their resolutions did 
not amount to any judgment or acquittal; but 
that finding a vote of the commons reflected 
ttpon a member of their house, they thought fit 
to give their opinion in their legislative capacity* 
The ^ueen interposed by a message to the lordto, 
desiring they would ^spatch the business in 
which they were engaged. The dispute conti- 
nued even after this intimation : one conference 
was held after another, till at length both sides 
despaired of an accommodation. The lords or- 
dered their proceedings to be printed, and the 
commons followed their example. On the tweu- 
ty^seventh day of February the queen^ having 
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passed all the bills that were ready for the royal 

assent, ordered the lord-keeper to prorogue the 
parliament, after having pronounced a speech, in 
the usual style. She thanked them for their zeal, 
afj^tion^ and dispatch ; declared, she would en^ 
courage and maintain the church as by law ei» 
tablished ; desired they would consider some fur- 
ther laws for restraining the great license assumed 
for publishing scandalous pamphlets and libels; 
and assured them, that all her share of the prizes 
Whurb might be taken in the war should be ap- 
plied to the puUic service* Bf this time the 
earl of Rochester was entirely removed from the 
queen's councils. Finding nimself outweighed 
by the interest of the duke of Marlborough and 
lord Godolphin, he had become sullen and in* 
tractable ; and, rather than repair to his govern* 
matt of Ireland, chose to re^gn the office, which^ 
as we have already observed, was conferred upon 
the duke of Ormond, an accomplished nobleman^ 
-who had acquired great popularity by the suc- 
cess of the expedition to Vigo. The parties in 
the house of lords were so nearly matched, that 
the queen, in order to ascertain an undoubted 
majority in the next session, created four new 
peers,* who had signalized themselves by the 
violence of their speeches in the house of conip 
mons. 

29. The two houses of convocation, 
were summoned with the parliament, bore a 
strong affinity with this assembly, by the differ* 

♦ These were John Granville, created baron GranvUle 
of Potheridge in the county of Devon: Heneage RnCD^ 
baron of Guernsey in tbe coonty of Southampton : sir 
John Leveson Gower» baron Gower of Sittenhmm in York- 
^tre; and Francis Seymour Conway, youngest son of sir 
£dward Seymour, made baron Conway of Kagley m the 
county of Warwick. At the same time, however, John 
^^rvey^ of the opposite faction, was created baron of Ick- 
worui in the county of Suffolk ; and Uie marquis of Nq^ 
t^ihtro^ honoured with the tHIe of duke of Buckiixi;* 
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cue tnterots that prevailed in the upper and 

lower. The last, in imitation of the commons, 
was desirous of braQding^ the preceding reiga} 
and it was with great difficuky that thef oomcor* 
fed with the prelates in an acfdress of congratiK 
lation to her majesty. Then their former contest 
was revived* The lower house desired, in an 
application to the arcblMshop of Canterbury and 
his suffragans, that the matters in dispute con* 
Cerning the manner of synodical proceedings^ 
and the right of the lower house to hold inters 
mediate assemblies^ might be taken into conmle*- 
ration, and speedily determined. The bishops 

Coposed, that in the intervals of sessions^ the 
prer house might appoint committees to pre* 

pare matters ; and when business should be 
brought regularly before them, the archbishop 
would regulate tne prorogations in such a man* 
aer, that thef should have sufficient time to sit 
ud deliberate on the subject. This offer did not 
satisfy the lower house, which was emboldened 
to persist in its demand by a vote of the com* 
tnons. These, in consequence of an addres» of 
thanks from the clergy, touching Mr. Lloyd, son 
to the bishop of Worcester, whom they ordered 
to be prosecuted after his privilege as member of v 

the convocation should be expired, had resolved, 
that they would on all occasions assert the just 
tights and privileges of the lower house of con* 
Nation. The prelates refused to depart from 
the archbishop's right of proroguing the whole 
convocation with consent of his suffragans* The 
lower house proposed to refer the controversy t^ 

the queen's decision. The bishops declined this 
expedient, as inconsistent with the episcopal au« 
chority, and the presidence of the archbishop* 
Hie lower house having incurred the imputatioa 
of favouring presbytery, by this opposition to 
the bishops, entered in their books a declaration, 

^kaowlaigiaf'^e order of bishops as superior 
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to preabjrters, and to be a divine apo^oUod in* 
ftitttliQtu Thea they desired the bishops, ia an 

address, to concur in settling the doctrine of the 
divine apostolical right of episcopacy, that it 
night bea atandiog rale of the choroid Tbef 
fikewise pmented a petit ion to the queen, oooi* 
plaining, that in the convocation called in the 
year 1700, a£ter ao inierniption of ten years^ se* 
veral ^fuestiooa hsuwin^ arisen concerning the 
rights and liberties of the lower house, the 
bishops had refused a verbal conference; and 
afterwards declined a proposal to submit the dsa* 
, pute to her oidjesty's determination ; they, there* 
fore, -fled for protection to her majesty, begging^ 
she would call the qu^tion into her own royu 
andie&ee* The queen promised to conider thdr 
petition, which was supported by the earl of Not- 
tingham; and ordered their council to examine 
the affair, liow it consisted with law and custom. 
Whether dieir report was unfiavouraUe to the 
lower house, or the queen was unwilling to en- 
courage the division, no other answer was made 
to thetr address* The archbidiop replied to dieir 
request presented to the upper house, concerning 
the divine right of presbytery, that the preface 
to the form of ordination contained a declaration 
of three orders of ininbters from the times of 
tlie apostles; namely, bishops, priests, and dea- 
cons, to wliich they had subscribed : but he and 
bia brethren conceived, that, without a royal li- 
cence, they had not authority to attempt, enact, 
promulge, or execute any canon, which should 
concern either doctrine or discipline* The lower 
house answered this dedaratioo in Tery petulaaf 
terms ; and the dispute subsisted when the par- 
liament was prorogued. But these contests pro- 
duced diviaioas through the whole body of the 
clergy, who ranged tbraiselves in dHBferent fac- 
tions, distinguished by the names of high-church 
^nd low-church. The firstconsisted of eeduM* 
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tical tooM ; the other uudiided tliote wiio pro« 
tewd rcvolotiaii priociplai, and neooraiciided 
Modemfkm towanrm the dissenters. The higb* 

church party reproached the other as time-serv- 
ers^ and presbyteriam in disguise ; and were, m 
ilieir turn, «tigiiiatised a» die fnends and abettors 
of tyranny and persecution. At present, how* 
ever, the toriesboth in church and state triumph- 
ed in the iavour of their sovereign. The ri^ht 
of potlianientt^ the memory of the late king, and 
even the act limiting the succession of the house 
of Hanover, became the subjects of ridicule. 
The i|Qeen was datteMd as possessor of the pre* 
Yogatives of the andeot monmhy : the hietorj^ 
written by her grandfather, the earl of Claren* 
don, was now for the first time published, to in* 
euleate die princi]des of obedience, and inspin 
the people with aa abhomnce of opposition to 
an anointed sovereign. Her majesty's hereditary 
right was deduced from £dward the Confessor, 
and, as heir of his pwtraded sanctity and virtue, 
she was pefsnaded to touch persons afflicted with 
the king's evil, according to the office inserted 
in the Liturgy for this occasion. 

S0« The change of the ministr|r in fieothmd 
seemed favonrjU>le to the episcopalians and anti« 
revolutioners of that kingdom. The earls of 
Marchmont, Melvil, Selkirk, liCv en, and Hynd* 
focd, were hud aside: the etrl of Seafield was 
appointed chancellor : the duke of Queensberry, 
and the lord viscount Tarbat, were declared se- 
oretaries of state: the marquis of Annandale was 
made president of dw oouBeil, and the earl of 

Tullibardln lord privy-seal. A new parliament 
having been summoned, the earl of Seafield em« 
ployed his influence so successfully, that a great 
nmnber of anti^m^iitf onm were returned as 
members. The duke of Hamilton had criitamed 
from the queen a letter to the privy-council in 
Sd^liand, in wiiich the ospressed her desire, that 
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the presbyterian clergy should live in btx>therly^ 
love and commtinion with such distebtiiig imnisii 

ters of the reformed religion as were in possession 
of benefices, and lived with decency, and sub- 
mission to the law* The episcopal clergy, en« 
couraged by these expressions in their favour^ 
drew up an address to the queen, imploring her 
protection ; aud humbly beseeching her to aliow 
diose parishes in which tl»re was a majority ol 
episcopal freeholders to bestow the benefice on 
ministers of their principles. This petition was 
presented bv Dr. Skeen and Dr» Scot, who were 
utroduced oy the duke of Queensberry to her 
majesty. She assured them of her protection aud 
endeavours to supplj their necessities; and ex« 
hortcd them to live m peace and christian love 
with the clergy, who were by law invested with 
the cliurch*government in her ancient kingdom 
of Scotland. A proclamation of indemnity hav- 
ing been published in March, a great number of 
Jacobites returned from France and other coun- 
tries, pretended to have changed their senti* 
mentSt and took the oaths^ that they might be 
qualified to sit in parliament* They formed an 
Accession to the strength of theanti-revolutioners 
and episcopalians, who now hoped to outnumber 
the presbyterians, and outweigh' their interest* 
But this confederacy was composed of dissonant 
parts, from which no harmony could be expect- 
ed« The presbyterians and revolutioners were 
headed by the duke of Argyle* The coiintry* 
party of malcontents, which took its rise from 
the disappointments of the Darien settlement^ 
acted under the auspices of the duke of Hamil- 
ton and marquis of Tweedale; and the earl of 
Hume appeared as chief of the anti-revolu- 
tioners. The dififerent parties who now united^ 
pursued the most opposite ends. The majority 
of the country party were friends to the revolu- 
•wn, and sought only redress of the grievances 
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^duch tfat aalieii Indhmtaiiied in the late faigm 

The antWevolutioners considered the accessioa 
aiui ga^erameiit of king William as aa extraQrdi- 
miy event, wbidi they were wilting, to forget ^ 
believing that all parties were safe under the 
shelter of her majesty's general indemnity. The 
jacobites submitted to the queen, as tutrix or re- 
gent for the prince of Wales, whom they firmly^ 
believed she intended to establish on the throne. 
The whig^ under Argjle, alarmed at the coali- 
tion of aU their enelmes^ resolved to procure a 
parliamentary sanction for the revolution. 

SI. The parliament being opened on the sixth 
day of May at Edinburgh, by the duke of 
Queenaberry as commissioner, the queen's letter 
was read, in which she demanded a supply for 
the mamteuance of the forces, advised them to 
encourage trade, and exhorted them to proceed 
with wisdom, prudence, and unanimity. The 
duke of Hamilton immediately oflFered the draft 
of a bill for recognizing her majesty's undoubted 
right and title to the imperial crown of Scotland^ 
according to the declaration of the estates of the 
kingdom, containing the claim of right. It waa 
immediately received; and at the second read- 
ing, the 4]ueen*s advocate ofiered an additional 
clause, denouncing the penalties of treason a^^ainst 
any person who should question- her majesty's 
right and title to the crown, or her exercise of 
the government, from her actual entry to the 
same* This, after a long and warm debate, was 
carried by the concurrence of the anti-revolu« 
tioners. Then the earl of Hume produced the 
draft of a bill for the supply : immediately after 
it was read, the marquis of Tweedale made an 
overture, that, before ail other business, the par- 
liament would proceed to make such conditions 
of government, and regulations in the constitu- 
tion ctf the kingdom, to. take place after the de- 
cease of hec majesty and the hrars of her body^. 
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as should be necettsrf for the preservadott of 

their religion and liberty. This overture and the 
bill were ordered to lie upon the table ; and, in 
the mean time, the commiiiioDer found htmaeif 
involved in greet perplexity. The duke of Ar-* 
gyle, the marquis of Annandale, and the earL of 
Marchmont, gave him to understand in private^ 
that they were resolved to move for an act, rati* 
fying the revolution ; and for another, confirm- 
ing the presbyterian government ; that th^ 
would insist npon their being discussed before 
the bill of supply, and diat they were certain of 
carrying the points at which they aimed. The 
commissioner now found himself reduced to a 
very disagreeable akemattve. There was a ne* 
Cessity for relinquishing all hope of a supply, or 
abanooning the anti*revolutioners, to whom he 
vras c<mnected by promises of concurrence. The 
whfgs were determined to oppose all schemes of 
supply that should come from the cavaliers ; and 
these last resolved to exert their whole power in 
preventing the confirmation of the revolutioo 

and the presbyterian discipline. He foresaw that 
on this occasion the whigs would be joined by 
the duke of Hamilton and his party, so as to pre- 
ponderate against the cavaliers. He endeavour- 
ed to cajole both parties; but found the task im- 
practicable. He desired in* parliament, that the 
act for the supply might be read, promising that 
they should have full time afterwards to delibe- 
rate on other subjects. The marquis of Twee- 
dale insisted upon his overture ^ and, after warm 
debates, the house resolved to proceed with such 
acts as might be necessary for securing the reli- 
gion, liberty, and trade of the nation, before any 
bill for supply or other business should be die* 
cussed. The marquis of Athol offered an act for 
^he security of the kingdom, in case of her ma- 
^^r^T^ ^^<^^ase; but, before it was read, the duke 
w Argyll presented his draft of ja biU for ratify* 
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in^ the lemliition, and alt the aets fMcmmg 

thereupon. An act for limiting the succession 
after the death of her majesty, and the har$ of 
her body^ was produced by Mr. Fieteher^ of SaJU 
toun. The earl of Rothes recommended another, 
importing, that, after her majesty's death, and 
failing h^rs of her body, no person eeming to 
the crown of Seotiaaid, being at the same tune 
king or queen of England, should, as king or 
queen of Scotland, have power to niake peace or 
war without the consent of parlianssnt. The 
earl of Marchmont recited the draft of an act for 
securing the true protestant religion and presby- 
terian government : one was also suggested by 
sir Patrick Johnston, allowing the importi^toii of 
wines, and other foreign liquors. All these bills 
were ordered to lie upon the tabie« * Then the 
earl of Strathmore fnrcMiuced an act for tolmtion 

to all protestants in the exercise of religious 
worship* But against this the general assembly 
presented a most violent remonstrance; and the 
proraoters of the bill foreseeing that it wonld 
meet with great opposition^ allowed it to drop for 
the present. On the third day of June, the par« 
Uament passed the act for preserving the true rei» 
formed protestant religion, and confirming pres- 
byterian church government, as agreeable to the 
word of God, and the only government of Christ's 
ehnrch within the kingdom. The same party 
enjoyed a further triumph in the success of Ar* 
gyle's act, for ratifying and perpetuating the first 
act of king W31iam*s parliament ; for declaring 
it high treason to disown the authority of that 
parliament, or to alter or renovate the claim of 
right, or any article thereof. This last clause 
was strenuously opposed; but at last the bill 
passed, with the concurrence of all the ministry, 
except the marquis of Athol and the viscount 
Tarbat, who began at this period to correspond 
with the opposite party. ^ 
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89. The cavaliers thinking thenuelvet belrayed 

by the duke of Queensberry, who Iiad assented 
to these acu, first expostulated with him on his 
^ breach of prooiise, and then renounced hia jnie» 
rest, resolving to separate themsdves from the 
court, and jointly pursue sucli measures as might 
be for the interast of their party* £ut of ail the 
billa that were produced in the course of this re« 
markable session, that which produced the most 
violent altercation was the act of security, calcu* 
Uted to abridge the prerogative of the crown, 
limit die successor, and throw a vast additional 
power into the hands of the parliament. It was 
considered paragraph by paragraph : manv addi- 
tions and alterations were proposed, ana some 
adopted: inflammatory speeches were uttered; 
bitter sarcasms retorted from party to party; 
and different votes passed on different clauses. 
At length, in spite of the most obstinate opposi^ 
tion from the ministry and the cavaliers, it was 
passed by a majority of fifty-nine voices. The 
conunissioner was importuned to givei^thero^ 
assent ; but declined answering their intreaties 
till the tenth day of September. Then he made 
a speech in parliament^ giving them to under- 
stand that he had received the queen's pleasure, 

and was empowered to give the royal assent to 
all the acts voted in this session, except to the act 
for the security of the kingdom* A motion waa 
made to solicit the royal assent in an address to 
her majesty ; but the question being put, it was 
carried in the negative -by a small majority. On 
the sixth day of the same month, the earl of 
Marchmont had produced a bill to settle the suc- 
cession on the house of Hanover. At first the 
import of it was not known ; but, when the 
clerk in reading it mentioned the princess So* 
wlia, the whole house was kindled into a jdaine. 



« proposed that the overture should be burn* 



V ' ^^^yvoved that the earl might be teal^ 
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pmoner to the castle ; and a general diisatisfac* 
tioa appeared in the whole assembly. Not that 

the majority in parliament were averse to the 
succession m the house of Hanover : but they 
Tescrfved to avoid a nonunatton withont stipu- 
lating conditions; and they had already pro- 
vided^ in the act of security^ that it should be 
high treason to own any person as king or 
qneen after her majesty *s decease, until he or 
she should take the coronation oath, and accept 
the terms of the claim of right, and such co&<u* 
tioos as should be settled in tins or any ensuing 
parliament. 

SS. Andrew Fletcher, of Saltoun, a man of 
undaunted courage and inflexible integrity, who 
profiessed republican principles, and seemed de^ 

si^ed by nature as a member of some Grecian 
commonwealth, after having observed that the 
mtkm would be endayed, -should it sidmut^ ei» 
ther willingly or by commission, to the successor 
of England, without such conditions of govern* 
ment as should secure them against the influence 
of an English ministry, oflRered the draft of aii 
act, importing, that after the decease of her 
majesty, without heirs of her body, no person 
bemg successor to the English throne should 
succeed to the crown of Scotland, but under the 
following limitations, which, together with the 

coronation oath and claim of right, they should 
swear to observe: namely, that all offices and 

places, civil and military, as well as pensions, 
should for the future be conferred by a parlia« 
ment to be chosen at every Michaelmas head* 
court, to sit on the first day of November, and 
adjourn themselves from time to time, till the 
ensuing Michaelmas : <hat they should choose 
their own president : that a committee of six* 
and-thlrty members, chosen out of the whole 
parliament, without distinction of estates, should. 



ditfiog the interval of parliament^ be vesig^ 
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under the king^ wiih the admintslration of the 

government, act as his council, be accountable 
to parliament, and call it together on extraordi* 
aary occaaioiis. He proposed that the successor 
•hould be nominated by the majority : declaring 
for himself, that he would rather concur in 
nominating the^ most rigid papist with those 
conditions than the truest pretestant withont 
them* The motion was seconded by many mem« 
bers; and though postponed for the present, in 
favour of an act of trade under the considera* 
tion of the home, it was afterwards resumed 
with great warmth. In vain the lord treasurer 
represented that no funds were as yet provided 



act presented for that purpose : a certam mem<* 
ber observed, that this was a very unseasonable 

n* :ture to propose a supply, when the house 
so much to do for the security of the nation: 
he said they had very little encouragement to 
grant supplies, when they found themselves frus- 
trated of all their labour and expence for these 
several months; and when the whole khigdom 
saw that supplies served for no other use but to 
gratify the avarice of some insatiable ministers^ 
Mr« Fletcher expatiated upcm the good conse* 
quences that would arise from the act which he 
had proposed. The chancellor answered, that 
inch an act was laying a scheme for a commonf 
wealth, and tending to innovate the constitution 
of the monarchy. The ministry proposed a state 
of a vote, whether they shoula £rst give a read« 
iiig to Fletcher's act or to the act of subsidy* 
The country party moved that the question 
nught be, " Overtures for subsidies, or overturea 
for liberty.** FJetcher withdrew his act, rather 
than people should pervert the meaning of lau- 
dable designs. The house resounded with the 



cry of «c Liberty or Subsidy." Bitter invectivet • 

were uttered agaimt the nimftry. One sn^iiibef 
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said it was now plain the natimi was to expect 
soother return for their espence and toil, thaa 
that of being loaded with a subsidy, and being 
obliged to bend their necks under the yoke of 
slavery^ which was prepared for them from that 
throne : another obser^ed^ that as their ltt>ertia» 
were suppressed, so the privileges of parliament 
were like to be torn from them; but that he 
would venture his life in defence of his bii^ 
right, and rather die a free man than live a stave» 
When the vote was demanded, and declined by 
the commissioner, the eariof iUii^burgh declareo^ 
that if there was no other way of Staining so 

natural and undeniable a privilege of parliar 
ment, they would demand it with their swords 
in their hands. The comnusuoner foctiseeiji^ 
this spirit of freedom and eontiadiction^ oi«defi- 
ed the foot«guard to be in readiness, and placed 
a strong guard upcm the eastern ^te of the 
city. Notwithstanding these precautions, he rah 
the risque of being torn in pieces ; and, in 
this apprehension, ordered the chancellor to in- 
form the house* that the parliament should pro- 
ceed Qpon overtures for liberty at their next 
sitting. This promise allayed the ferment which 
had begun to rise. Next day the members px;£e- 
pared an overture* implying, that the elective 
members should be chosen for every seat at 
the Michaelmas head-courts: that a parhament 
should be held once in two years at least ; 
the short adjournments de die in diem should be 
made by the parliaments themselves, as in Eng- 
land; and that no officer in the army^ customs, 
or excise, nor any gratuitous pensioner, should 
sit as an elective member. The commissioner 
being apprised of their proceedings, called for 
such acts as he was empowered to pass^ and 
having given the royal assent to them, pro«- 
rogued the parliament to the twelfth day of Oc^ 
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tober.* Such was the issue of this remarkable 
session of the Scottish parliament, in which the 
duke of Queensberry was abandoned by the 
greatest part of the ministry; and such a spirit 
of ferocity and opposition prevailed, as threat- 
ened the whole kingdom with civil war and 
confusion. The queen conferred titles upotif 
those who appeared to have influence in the 
nation, and attachment to her government, and 
revived the order of the thistle, which the late 
king had dropped. 

• 34. Ireland was filled with discontent by the 
behaviour and conduct of the trustees for the 
forfeited estates. The earl of Rochester had 
contributed to foment the troubles of the king- 
dom, by encouraging the factions which had 
been imported from England. The duke of 
Ormond was received with open arms, as heir to 
the virtues of his ancestors, who had been the 
bulwarks of the protestant interest in Ireland. 
He opened the parliament on the twenty-first 
•day of September, with a speech to both houses, 

♦ Though the queen refused to pass the act of security, 
the royal assent was granted to an act of limitation on the 
successor, in which it was declared that no king or queen 
of Scotland should liave power to make war or peace with- 
out consent of parliament. Another law was enacted, al- 
lowing French wines and other liquors to be imported in 
neutral bottoms. Without this expedient, it was alleged 
that the revenue would have been insufficient to maintain 
the government. An act passed in favour of the company 
trading to Africa and the Indies ; another for a commission 
concerning the public accounls ; a third for punishing 
slanderous speeches and writings. The commission lor 
treating of an union with England was vacated, with a 
l^rohibition to grant any other commission for that pur- 
jpose without consent of parliament; and no supply having" 
Deen provided before the adjournment, the army and ex- 
peuce of government were maintained upon credit. 

t The marquis of Athol, and the marquis of Douglas, 
though this last was a minor, were created dukes. Lurd 
Tarbat was invested with the title of earl of Cromartv: 
the viscounts Stair and Roseberry were promoted to the 
same dienity ; lord Boyle was created earl of Glasgow: 
JHmes Stuart, of Bute, earl of Bute; Charles Hope, of 
vUo^^^JJi**^^^*'"* Hopeloun; John Crawford, of Kilbirnie. 
viscouSt Primm.^ and iir James Primrose, of CariiUijtoo, 
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in which he told them, that his inclination, hti 
interest, and the examples of bis progoittois^ 
were indispensable obligations upon him, to im- 

prove every opportunity to the advantage and 

Ero&perity of his native country. The commons 
aving chosen Allen Brodertck to be their speak- 
er, proceeded to draw up very afFectionate ad- 
dresses to the queen and the lord lieutenant. In 
that to the queen they complained, that their 
enemies had misrepresented them, as destroos of 
being independent of the crown of Engfland: 
they^ therefcure^to vindicate themselves from such 
false aspersions, deehMred and acknowledged, that 
the kingdom of Ireland was annexed and united 
to the imperial crown of England* In order to 
express their hatred of the trustees, they resoliwdi^ 
that 2k\ the protestant freeholders of that Mng- 
dom had been falsely and maliciously misrepre- 
sented, traduced, and abused, in a b€K>k intitled^ 
The Report of the Commissioners appointed 
to enquire into the Irish Forfeitures;" and it 
appearing that Francis Annesley, member of the 
heose, John Trenehard, Henry JLangford, and 
James Hamilton, were authors of that book» 
they further resolved, that these persons had 
, scandalously and maliciously misrepresented i.ad 
traduced the protestant freeholders Sfthat king- 
dom, and endeavoured to create a mi'simdeiv 
standing and jealousy between the people of 
Engiand and the protestants of Ireland, Aq« 
nedey was expelled the house, Hamilton was 
dead, and Trenehard had returned to England. 
They had finished the enquiry before the meet- 
hag of this parliament; and sold, at an under 
value, the best of the forfeited estates to the 
sword-blade company of England. This, in a 
petition to the Irish parliament, prayed that 
beads of a bill be brought in for enabling them 
to take conveyance of lands in Ireland : but the 
parliament was very UtUe disposed to confina 
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the bargains of the trustees, and the petitioa 
iuy neglected on the table* The houae expelled 
John Asgil, who, as a^nt to the sword-blade 
company, had offered to lend money to the pub- 
lic in Ireland, on condition that the parliament 
would pass an act to confirm the company's pur- 
chase of the forfeited estates. His constitttents 
disowned his proposal ; and when he was sum- 
moned to appear before the house, and answer 
for his prevarication, he pleaded his priirilece, 
as member of the English parliament. The 
commons, in a representation of the state and 
grievances of the nation, gave her majesty to 
understand, that the constitution of Ireland had 
been of late greatly shaken ; and their lives, li* 
berties, and estates, called in question, and tried 
in a manner unknown to their ancestors; that 
the expenee to which they had been unnecessa* 
rily exposed by the late trustees for the forfeited 
estates, in defending their just rights and titles, 
had exceeded in value the current cash of the 
kingdom : that their trade was decayed, their 
money exhausted ; and that they were hindered 
from maintaining their own manufactures : that 
many protestant families had been constrained to 
quif the kingdom, in order to earn a livelihood 
in foreign countries : that the want of frequent 
parliaments in Ireland had encouraged evil-mind- 
ed men to oppress the subject : that man^ civil 
officers had acquired great fortunes in that impo- 
verished country, by the exercise of corruption 
and oppression : that others, in considerable em^ 
ployments, resided in another kingdom, neglect- 
ing personal attendance on their dot jr, while their 
offices were ill executed, to the detriment of the 
public, and the failure of justice. They declared, 
that it was from her majesty's gracious interposi* 
tion alone they proposed to themselves relief from 
those their manifold grievances and misfortunes. 

^He commons afterwards voted the necessary 
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supplies, and granted one hundred and fifty thou* 
sand pounds to make good the defidettcet of 
the necessary branches of the establishment. 

35, They appointed a committee to inspect the 
public accounts, by which they discovered, thai 
abore one hundred thousand pounds had beat 
falsely charged as a debt upon the nation. The 
committee was thanked by the house for having 
saved this sum, and ordered to examine what peiw 
sons were concerned in such a misrepresentaiioii^ 
which was generally imputed to those who acted 
under the duke of Ormond. He himself was a 
nobleman of honour and generosity, addicted ta 
pleasure, and fond of popular applause : but he 
was surrounded by people of more sordid prin- 
ciples, who had ingratiated themselves into his 
confidence by the arts of adulation. The com* 
mons voted a provision for the half-pay officers; 
and abolished pensions to the amount of seven- 
teen thousand pounds a year, as unnecessary 
branches of the establishment. They passed aii 
act settling the succession of the crown, after the 
pattern set them by England : but the most im- 
portant transaction of this sessio/i was a severe 
bill to prevent the growth of popery. It bore a 
strong affinity to that which had passed three 
years before in England; but contained more 
effectual clauses. Among others, it enacted, that 
all estates of papists should be equally divided 
among the children, notwithstanding any set- 
tlement to the contrary, unless the persons to 
whom they might be settled should qualify^ theni> 
selves by taking the oaths, and commufiicating 
vrith the church of England, The bill was not 
at all agreeable to the ministry in Englandy 
who expected large presents from the papists* 
by whom a considerable sum had been actually 
raisedfor this purpose. But, as they did not think 
proper to reject such a bill white the English 

parfiament was sittingt they added a clause 
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wliicli they hoped the parliament of Ireland 
wouM refuse : namely, that no persons in tbar ^ 
kingdom tboold be cap^le of any eaiploymeney 
or of being in the magistracy of any city, who 
did not qualify themselves by receiving the sa-» 
cnmeat^ according to the test act passed in 
Sngland. Though this was certtunly a great 
hardship on the dissenters, the paruament of 
Ireland sacrificed this consideration to their 
CQDimoo secarity agdnst the Roman cadiolics^ 
and accepted the amendment without hesitation. 
This affair being discussed, the commons of Ire- 
land passed a vote against a book intituled^ 
^ Memoirs of the late king James IL" as a se- 
ditious libel. They ordered it to be burned by 
the hands of the common hangman; and the 
bookseller and printer to be prosecuted* When 
diis motion was made, a er informed the 
house, that in the county of Limerick, the Irish 
papists had begun to form themselves into bo* 
dieS) to plunder the protestants of dieir arma 
and money; and to maintain a coirespondence 
with the disaffected in England. The house im- 
mediately resolved, that the papists of the king* 
dom still retained hopes of the accession of the 
person known by the name of the Prince of 
Wales in the life-time of the late king- James, 
and now by the name of James TIL In the midst 
of this seal against popery and the pretender^ 

they were suddenly adjourned by the command 
of the lord lieutenant, and broke up in great 
animosity against that nobleman.*" 
' 86. The attention of the English ministrv had 
been for some time chiefly engrossed by tne a£- 

* Tliejr had* l»esides the bUls already mentioaedy passed 

an act for an additional excise on beer, ale, and other li- 
quors: another eocouragiog the importation o^ iron and 
staves; a third for preventing popish priests from coming 
liito Hie kingdom: a fourth securing the liberty of the 
sahiect. and lor prevention of imprisonment heyond seas t 
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ftits of the continent. The emperor agreed with 
.tbe allies^ that his son the archduke Charlet 
nbcfokd assnrae t b6 tide of kii^ of Spam, de« 
xnand the infanta of Portugal in marriage, and 
undertake something of importance, with tho 
aasmaiice of the mantime powers. Mr. Methnen^ 
the £ngti^ minister at Lwioiiylwd already made 
etmxe progress in a treaty with his Portuguese 
majesty; and the court of Vienna promised to 
' sdid such an army into the fi^d as would ia a 
• little time drive the elector of Bavaria from his 
dominions. But they were so dilatory in their 
preparattonst .that tne French king broke ail 
their meiaMiret, by sending powerful reinforce* 
ments to the elector^ in whose ability and at« 
tachment JLouis r^osed great confidence. Mare* 
eclial VfUars, who commanded aa ariuy of thirty 
- thousand men at Strasburgh, passed the Rhine, 
and reduced fort Kehl, the garrison of which 
was conducted to Piulipsburglu The emperor, 
aiarmed at this eveat, ordered count Schhck to 
enter Bavaria on the side of Saltsburgh, with a 
considerable body- of forces ; and sent another 
under count Stirum^ to invade the same elee* 
torate by the way of Newmark^ which was sur- 
rendered to him^ after he had routed a party of 
Bavarians : the city of Amberg met with the 
same fate. Meanwhile count S^lick defeated a 
body of militia that defended the lines of Salts- 
burgh, and made himself master of Riedt, and 
several other places. The elector assembling his 

forces near Brenau, diffused a report that he in- 
tended to besiege Passau, to cover which place 
SdiUck advanced with the greatest part of his 
infantry, leaving bdhind his cavalry and cannon. 

The elector having by this feint divided the Im- 
pehalists, passed the bridge of Scardingen with 
twdive thousand mefi, and, after obstbiate 
engagement, compelled the ImperiWists to aban- 
don the fieki of battle 5 then he marched ag^nsc 
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the Saxon troops which guarded the artillery, 
and attacked them with such impetuoaity, that 
they were entirely defeated. In a few days after 
these actions, he took Newburgh on the Inn by 
capitulation. He obtained another advantage 
over an advanced post of the Imperialistfl n^r 
Burgenfeldt, commanded by the young prince 
of Brandenburgh Anspach, who was mortally 
wounded in the engagement. He advanced to 
BLatisbon, where the diet of the empire was aa* 
sembled, and demanded that he should be im- 
mediately put in possession of the bridge and 
gate of tne city. The burghers immediately took 
to their arms, and planted cannon on the ram- 
parts : but when they saw a battery erected 
against them, and the elector determined to 
bombard the place^ they thought proper to capi* 
tulate, and comply with his demands. He took 
possession of the town on the eighth day of 
April, and signed an instrument obliging himself 
to withdraw his troops, as soon as tne emperor 
should ratify the diet's resolution for the neu- 
trality of Ratisbon. Mareschal Viliars having 
received orders to join the elector at all events^ 
and being reinforced by a body of troops under 
count Taliard, resolved to break through the 
lines which the prince of Baden Iiad made at 
Stolhoffen* This general had been luckily joiflf- 
ed by eight Dutch battalions, and received the 
Jbrench army^ though double his number, with 
such obstinate resolution, that Viliars was obliged 
to retreat with great loss, and directed his route 
towards Offingen. Nevertheless, he penetrated 
through the Black Forest, and ejected a junc- 
tton with the elector. Count Stirum endeavour- 
ed to join prince Louis of Baden : but being 
attacked near Schwemmingen, retired under the 
cannon oi Nortlingem 

The confederates were more successful on 
Uie lAmmr Rhine and in the Netherlands. Ti^ 
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duke of Marlborough crossed the sea in the be- 
gtaniiig of April) ax^ assembling the allied armjTt 
. re8oW^ that the campaign thoold be be^n with 
the siege of Bonne, which was accordingly in- 
vested on the twenty^fourth day of April. Thret 
Afferent attacks were carried os agiunst thia 
place $ one by the hereditary prince of Hesse* 
Cassel ; another by the celebrated Coehorn ; and 
a third by lieutenant-general i'agel. The garri* 
son defended themselves vigorously till the four- 
teenth day of May, when the fort having been 
taken %f assault, and the breaches rendered prac- 
ticable, the marquis d'Alegre, the governor, or* 
4ered a parley to be beat : hostages were imme- 
dtiately exchanged: on the sixteenth the capitula- 
tion was signed; and in three days the garrison 
evacuated the place, in order to l>e conducted to 
' liuzemburgk During the siege of BoDne» the 

mareschals Boufflers and Villeroy advanced with 
* an army of forty thousand men towards Tonge- 
ren, and the confederate army commanded by , 
M. d'Auverquerque was obliged at their ap- 
proach to retreat under the cannon of Alaestrich. 
The enemy having taken possession of Tongeren^ 
made a motion against the confederate army, 
which they found already drawn up in order of 
battle, and so advantageously posted, that, not- 
witiistanding their .great superiority in point of 
number, they would oiot hazard an attack, but 
retired to the ground from whence they had 
advanced. Immediately after the reduction of 
Bonne, the duke of Marlborough, who had been 
present at the siege, returned to the confederate 
army in the Netherlands, now amounting to one 
hundred and thirty squadrons, and fifty-nine bat- 
talions. On the twenty-fifth day of May, the 
duke having passed the river Jecker, in order to 
give battle to the enemy, they marclMMl with pre« 
cipitation to Boekwern, and abandoned Tonge* 

xm^ after having blown up the waiid of the place 
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with gunpowder. The di;ke continued to follow 
tiicm to Thys, where he encamped, while thej 
retreated to Hannye, retiring as hie advancco* 
Then he resolved to force their lines: this ser- 
vice was effectually performed by Coehorn, at 
the point of Callo, Mud by baron Spaar, in the 
county of Waes^ near Stoken* The duke had 
formed the design of reducing Antwerp, which 
was garrisoned by Spanish troops, under the 
cofninaiid of the marqoie de Bedmar^ He in* 
tended with the grand army to attack the ene- 
my's lines on the side of L.ouvaine and Mechlin: 
he detached Coehom with his flying camp on 
the right of the Scheldt, towards Dutch Flan* 
ders, to amuse the marquis de Bedmar on tliat 
side; and he ordered the baroa Opdam, with 
twelve thousand men, to take post between £ck* 
cren and Capelle, near Antwerp, that he might 
act against that part of the lines which waa 
guarded by the Spanish forces. 

38. The French mnerals, in order to frustrate 
the scheme of Marlborough, resolved to cut oflF 
the retreat of Opdam. Boufflers, with a detach* 
ment of twentr thousand men from Villeroy'e 
army, surprisea him at Eckeren, where the Dutch 
were put in disorder; and Opdam, believing all 
was lost^ fled to Breda. Nevertheless, the troops 
rallying under general Schlangenburgh, main* 
tained their ground with the most obstinate va- 
lour, till night, when the enemy was obliged lo 
retire, and left the communication free with fort 
Lillo, to which place the confederates marched 
without further molestation^ having lost about 
fifteen hundred men in the engagement. The 
damage sustained by the French was more const* 
derable. They were frustrated in their design, 
and had actually abandoned the field of battle: 
yet Louis ordered Te Deum to be sung for the 
victory : nevertheless; Boufliers was censured for 
«• conduct on this occasion^ and in a little 
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fdtalty disgraced* Opdam presented a justifies 

tion of his conduct to the states-general : but by 
this oversight he forfeited the fruits of a long 
service, during which he had exhibited repeated 
proofs of courage, zeal, and capacity. The Slate* 
honoured Schlangenburg* with a letter of thanks 
for the valour and skill he had manifested in this 
mgagement : bat in a little time they disfliiMed 
him from his employment, on account of hil 
having given umbrage to the duke of Alarlbo- 
rough, by censuring his grace for expoung such 
a small number of men to this disaster. After 
this action, Villeroy, who lay encamped near St. 
Job, declared he would wait for the duke of 
2Marlborougfa, who forthwith advanced to Hoog^ 
etrcmt, with a view to give him battle : but, at 
bis approach, the French general, setting fire to 
his camp, retired within his lines with great pre* 
cipstation. Then the duke invested Huy, the 
garrison of which, after a vigorous defence, sur* 
rendered themselves prisoners of war, on the 
twenty-seventh day of August* At a council of 
war held in the camp of the cottfiederates, the 
duke proposed to attack the enemies* lines be^ 
tween the Mehaigne and Leuwe» and was se» 
-eonded by the Danish, Hanoverian, and Hessiaft 
generals: but the scheme was opposed by the 
Dutch officers, and the deputies of the States, 
who alleged that the success was dubious, and 
the consequences of forcing the lines would be 
inconsiderable: they, therefore, recommended 
the siege of JLimburg, bv the reduction of which 
they would acquire a wnole jMrovince, and cover 
their own country, as well as Jnliers and Gtaret 
dres, from the designs of the enemy. The siege 
of l^imburgh was accordingly undertaken. The 
trenches were opened on the five-and-twemieth 
day of September, and in two days the place was 
surrendered; the garrison remaining prisoners of 
jwar». By this conquest the allies secured the 
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countiy of Liege^aad the electorate of Colo«i| 
from tne incursioDS of the enemy: before um 

end of the year, they remained masters of the 
whole Spanisli Guelderland, by the reduction of 
Giieldre8« which sorrendered oa the L7th day of 
September, after having been long blockaded^ 
bombarded, and reducea to a heap of ashes, by 
the Prussiao general, I<ottum. Such was the 
campaign in the Netherlands^ which in all proboi* 
bility would have produced events of greater 
importance, had not the duke of Marlborough 
been restricted by the deputies of the states-ge- 
neral, who began to be influenced by the m« 
tri^^ues of the JLouvestein faction, ever averse tp 
a smgle dictator^ 

39« The French king redoubled his eflForts in 
Germany, The duke de Vendome was ordered 
to march from the Milanese to Tyrol, and there 
](Mn the elector of Bavaria^ who had already 
made himself master of Inspiruck. But the boore 
risin? in arms, drove him out of the country be- 
fore be could be joined by the French general^ 
who was, dimfore, ob^^ed to return to the hSi^ 
lanese. The Imperialists in Italy were so ill sup- 
plied by the court of Vienna, that they could 
not pretend to act offensively* The French in- 
vested Ostiglia, which, however^ they eould not 
reduce: but the fortress of Barsillo,in thedutchy 
of Regglo, capitulating after a long blockade, 
they took possesiion of the duke of Modena*e 
country. The elector of Bavaria rejoining Vil- 
lars, resolved to attack count Stirum, whom 
prince Louis of Baden had detached from his 
army. With this view^ they passed die Danube 
at Donawert, and discharged six guns, as a signal 
for the marquis d^Usson, whom they had left in 
the camp at Lavingen, to fall upon the rear of 
the Imperialuts, whUe they dioaid charge them 
A ^*?'* "° sooner perceived the sigTial, 

^BAii be £ueM«4 the 'ntyn tion of tbe mmji »aA 

■ \ 
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isMsaulj resoliKd to attack d'Usson b^ore th# 
elector and the mareschal ihould advance* Hm 

accordingly charged him at the head of some se* 
lect squadrons, with Mich impetuosity, that the 
French cavahry were totally defeated^ and all 
Us hi&mry woold have been ktUed and tAm^ 
had not the elector and Villars come up in time 
to turn the fate of the day. The action conti* 
mied frum mx in the mmning till four m Che af- 
ternoon, when Stlrum being overpowered by 
numbers, was obliged to retreat to Norlin?en^ 
with the km of twelve thousand men, and all his 
baggage and artillery* In the mean time, the 
dnke of Burgundy, assisted by Tallard, under- 
took the sicEe of Old Brisac, with a prodigious 
train of art&ry. The place was venr strongltr 
fortified, though the garrison was small, and ill 
provided with necessaries. In fourteen days, the 
governor surrendered the place, and was con^ 
dMmed to lose his head, for having made such 4 
slender defence. The duke of Burgundy return* 
ed in triumph to Versailles, and Tallaro was or* 
dered to invest Landan« The prince of JUesse^ 
Cassel being detached from the Netherlands, for 
the relief of the place, joined the count of Nas* 
sau«Weiiboarg, general of the Palatine forces^ 
near Spires, where they resolved to attack the 
French in their lines. But by this time monsieur 
Pracontai^ with ten thousand men» had joined 
Tallard, and enabled him to strike a stroke which 
proved decisive. He suddenly quitted his Unes^ 
and surprised the prince at Spirebach, where the 
French obtained a complete victory, stfter a very 
obstinate and bloody engagement, in which Am 
prince of Hesse distinguished himself by uncom- 
mon marks of courage and presence of mind. 
Three horses were suecessively killed under him^ 
and he slew a French oflBcer with his own faand. 
After incredible eflforts, he was fain to retreat 

Vilk tke ifoss af some t h om an d s. The £reBfik 
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Said d€8ur for tfateir *idctory, Pracontal having 
ecn slain in the action. Nevcftheless^ thej re- 
sumed the siege, and the place was surrendered 
by capitulation. The campaign in Germany was 
finished with the reduction of Ao|^burg by the 
elector of Bavaria, who took it in the month of 
December, and agreed to its being secured by a 
French garrison. 

40. The emperor's afiairs at this juncture wore 
a very unpromising aspect. The Hungarians 
were fleeced, and barbarously oppressed, by 
those to whom he entrusted the government « 
their country. They derived courage from de- • 
spair. They seized this opportunity, when the 
emperor's forces were divided, and his councils 
tUbtracted, to exert themselves in defence of their 
liberties. They ran to arms, under the auspices 
of prince Kagotzki. They demanded that their 
grievances should be redressed, and their prtvi^ 
leges restored. Their resentment was kept tip 
by the emissaries cl France and Bavaria, who 
Uicewise encouraged ^em to persevere in their 
revolt, by repeated promises of protection and 
assistance. The emperor's prospect, however, 
was soon mended, by two incidents of very great 
consequence to his interest. The duke of Savoy^ 
foreseeing how much he should be exposed to 
the mercy of the French king, should that rao* 
narch become master of the Milanese, engaged 
in a secret ne^ttation with the emperor, which, 
notwithstanding all his caution, was discovered 
by the court of Versailles. Louis immediately 
ordered the duke of Vendome to disarm the 
troops of Savoy that were in his sirmy, to the 
number of two-and-twenty thousand men : to 
insist upon the duke's putting him in possession 
of four considerable fortresses ; and demand that 
the number of his troops should be reduced to 
the establishment stipulated in the treaty of 1696. 

Tbe duke, exasperated at these insulu, ordered 
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the f reach ambassador, and several oiEcers. o£ 
the same nation, to be arrested, IjOms endea« 
▼onred to intimidate him by a menacing letter^ 

in which he gave him to understand, that since 
neither religion, honour, interest, nor alliances^ 
had beea able to influence hb conduct, the duloa 
de Vendome should make known the intentions 
of the French monarch, and allow him four-and- 
Swenty hoars to deliberate on the measures he 



manifesto : in the meau time, the duke concluded 
a treaty with the court of Vienna; acknowledged 
the archduke Charles as king of Spain ; and sent 
envoys to England and Holland. Queen Anne, 
knowing his importance, as well as his selfi&h dis- 
position, assured him of her friendship and as* 
sistance ; and both she and the Stales sent aa^ 
bassadors to Turin. He was immediately joined 
by a body of Imperial horse under Viscoati, and 
afterwards by count Staremberg, at the head of 
fifteen thousand men, with whom that general 
inarched from the Modenese, in the worst season 
Qf the year, through an enemy's country, and 
roads that were deemed impassable. In vain the 
French forces harassed him in his march, and 
even surrounded him in many difierent places oUr 
the route: he surmounted all these difficulties, 
with incredible courage and perseverance, and 
joined the duke of Savoy at Canelli, so as to se- 
cure the country o£ Piedmont. The^ other inci« 
dent which proved so favourable to the imperial 
interest, was a treaty by which the king of Por- 
tugal acceded to the grand alliance. His minis- 
try perceived, that should Spain be once united 
to the crown of France, their master would sit 
very insecure upon his throne. They were in- 
timidated by the united fleets of the maritime 
powers, which maintained the empire of the 
sea ; and they were allured by the splendour o£ 
a match betwceu their infanta and the archduke 




This letter was answered by a 
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Charkfti to whom the emperor and king of the 
Romans promiBod totraosfarall their pretemiotie 

to the Spanish crown. By dits treatv, concluded 
at JLisbon, between the emperor, the queen of 
Great Britain, the king of Portugal, and the 
•tates-general, it was stipulated, that king Charlet 
should be conveyed to Portugal by a powerful 
fleet, having on board twelve thousand soldiers^ 
with a great supply of money, anM, and ammu-* 
nttion ; and that he should be joined immedittely 
upon his landing by an army of eij^t-and-twentj 
thousand Portuguese. 

41. The confederates Maped very little advan- 
tage from the naval operations of this summer. 
Sir Georfi^e Rooke cruized in the Channel, in or- 
der to alarra the coast of France, and protect 
the trade of England. On the first day <k July^ 
sir Cloudesley Shovel sailed from St. Helens, 
with the combined squadrons of England and 
Holland : he directed his course to the Mediter* 
ranean, and being reduced to great difficulty 
want of water, steered to Altea, on the coast of 
Valentia, where brigadier Seymour landed, aifd 
encamped with flve^and«twenty hundred tna<* 
rines. The admiral published a short manifesto, 
signifying that he was not come to disturb, but 
to protiect, the good subjects of Spain, who 
should swear allegiance to their lawful monarch, 
the archduke Charles, and endeavour to shake 
off the yoke of France. This declaration pro-* 
duced little or no effect; and the fleet being wa* 
tcred, sir Cloudesley sailed to Leghorn. One 
design of this armament was to assist the Ceven^ 
nois, who had in the course of the preceding year 
lieen persecuted into a revolt on account of reli- 
gion, and implored the assistance of England and 
the states-general. The admiral detached two 
shipa into the gulf of Narbonne, with some r*. 
fugees and French pilots, who had concerted 
«>gnal» with the Cevennois : but the mareschal 



^ d by Google ' 



1705. ANNE. 71 

de MoQtrevil having received inlimaticm of their 
deti^9 took soch measures as prevmied aU com- 
muiiicatian ; and the English captains having re» 

peated their signals to no purpose, rejoined sir 
doudesley at JLeghorn. This adniiral, having 
nnewed the peace with the ph^cal slates of 
Barbary, returned to England, without having 
taken one effectual step for annoying the enemy^ 
or attempted any thing that looked like the re^ 
sttlt of a concerted scheme for that purpose* 
The nation naturally murmured at the fruitless 
expedition, by which it had incurred such a con- 
siderable expence. The raerehants complained 
that they were ill supplied with convoys. The 
ships of war were victualled with damaged pro- 
vision; and every article of the nuurine being 
mismanaged, the blame fell upon those who acted 
as council to the lord high-admiral. 

4S« Nor were the arms of England by sea 
much more succesrful in the West«Indies« Sir 
George Rooke, in the preceding year, had de* 
tached from the Mediterranean captain Hoven- 
den Walker, with six ships of the hoe and trans- 
ports, having on board four regiments of soU 
diers for the Leeward-islands. Being joined at 
Antigua by some troops under colonel Codring^ 
ton, they made a descent upon the island of GwU 
daloope, where they razed the fort, burned the 
town, ravaged the country, and reimbarked with 
precipitation, in consequence of a report that 
the French had landed nine hundred men on 

the back of the island. They retired to Nevis, 
where they must have perished by famine, had 
not they been providentially reliered bj vice-ad- 
miffal Oraydon, in his way to lamaica. This 
officer had been sent out with three ships to suc- 
ceed Benbow, and was convoyed about one hun- 
dred and fifty leagues by two other ships of the 
line. He had not sailed many days, when he fell 
in with part of. the French a4^adj:on, command- 

J' 
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cd by Du Casse, on their return from the West- 
lAdi^9 very full, and ricbly laden. Captain Cle- 
laod) of the Montagu, engaged the ttemmosti 
, hut he was called mF by a signal £roin the ad« 
miral, who proceeded on i^s voyage, without 
taking further notice of the enemy. When he 
urived at Jamatcat he quarrelled with the prin* 
dpal planters of the island ; and his ships begin- 
ning to be crazy, he resolved to return to Eng* 
land. He accordingly sailed through the gulf of 
Florida^ with a view to attack the Frrach at 
Placentia, in. Newfoundland : but his ships were 
dispersed in a fog that lasted thirty days ; and 
afterwards the council of war which ne coo* 
vokedf were of opinion that he could not attack 
the settlement with any prospect of success. At 
his return to England, the house of lords, then 
sitting, set on foot an enquiry intp his conduct* 
' They presented an address to the queen, desiring 
• she would remove him from his employments; 
and he was accordingly dismissed. The only 
exploit that tended to distress the enemy was 
performed by rear-adhniral Dilkes, who, m the 

month of July, sailed to the coast of France 
with a small squadron ; and, in the neighbour* 
hood of Granvillci took or destroyed about forty 
ships and their convoy. Yet thu damage was 
inconsiderable, when compared to that which 
the English navy sustained from the dreadful 
tempest that began to blow on the twenty-'se^ 
venth day of November, accompanied with such 
flashes of lightning, and peals of thunder, as 
overwhelmed the whole kingdom with conster- 
nation. The houses in London shook from their 
foundations, and some of them falling, buried 
the inhabitants in their ruins. The water over- 
flowed several streets, and rose to a considerable 
height in Westminster-haU. London-bridgewss 
almost choked up with the wrecks of veuels 
that perished in the river. The loss sustained 
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by the capital was computed at a millicm ater- 
imgi and the city of Bristol suffeKd to a prodi^ 
gioua amoum; but the chief national damage feU 
npon the navy. Thirteen ships of war were lost, 
together with fifteen hundred seamen, including 
rear-adniiral Beaumont, who had been employed 
in observing the Dunkirk squadron, and was 
then at anclior in he Downs, where his ship 
foundered. This great low, however, was re* 
paired with incredible dihgenee, to theMtoniab» 
went of ail Europe. The queen immediately 
issued orders for building a greater number of 
blups than that which had been destroyed; and 
she exercised her boumy for the relief. « of the 
shipwrecked seamen^ and the widows of those 
who were drowned, in such a manner as en^ 
deared her to all her subjects. 

43. The emperor having daelaved^hia aeeond 
son Charles, king of Spain, that young prince 
set out from Vienna to Holland, and at DusseU 
dorp was visited by the duke of . Marlborough^ 
who, m the name of his mistmst congratulated 
faim upon his acceiMon to the crown of Spain. 
Charles received liim with the most obliging 
courtesy. In the course of their conversation! 
taking off his sword he presented it to the Eng* 
lish general, with a very gracious aspect, saying, 
in the French language, " I am not ashamed ta 
< own myself a poor piinccr 1 possess nothing 
' h^t my do^k and sword ; the btter may be of 
I use to your grace ; and I hope you will not 
think It the worse for my wearing it one day/? 

* On the contrarjr (replied the duke) it will aU 

* wavs put me in mmd of your majesty's just 

* right and title, and of the obligations I lie un- 

* der to hazard my life in making you the greskU 
est prince in Christendom." This nobleman 

returned to England in October; and king 
Charles embarking for the same kingdom, under 
convoy of an English and Dutch squadron, arrived 
Vol. Ih E 
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at Spithead on the twentv«>sixth day of September. 
There he was rewived by the dukes of Samerset 
and Martbofoiigh^ who cotidiicfeed hbb lo Wfcid* 
sor; and on the road he was met by prince 
George of Denmark. The queen's deportment 
toirardt hin was equally aoble and obliging; 
and he expressed the most profound respect and 
veneration for this illustrious princess. He spoke 
bat little ; yet what he said was judicious ; and 
ht behaved Mritb aiich politeness And affabyitT as 
eondliiiai the action of the English nobiuty^ 
After having been magnificently entertained for 
three days^ he returned to Portsmouth, from 
utoioet^ti the fowth of January/ he sailed hxt 
Poptttgiil, with a great fleet, commanded by sir 
George Rooke, having on board a body of land 
forces, under the duke of Schomberg. When 
the ad^niral had almoise reached Cape Finisterre, 
he was driven back by a storm to Spithead, where 
he was obliged to remain till the middle of Fe- 
bruary. Then being favoured with a fair wind, 
he happily performed the vojrage to Lisbon, 
where king Charles was received with great 
•plendour, though the court of Portugal was 
overspread with sorrow, excited by the death of 
the ktfanta, whom the king of Spain ^intended to 
espouse. In Poland, all hope of peace seemed to 
vanish. The cardinal primate, by the instigation 
of fhe^Swedish king, whose army lay encamped 
in the tKeighbovrhood of Dantnck, assembled a 
diet at Warsaw, which solemnly deposed Augus- 
tus, and declared the throne vacant. Their in- 
tention tm to elect young Sobieski, son of their 
late monarch, who resided at Breslau, in Silesia : 
but their scheme was anticipated by Augustus, 
who retired hastily into his Saxon dominions, 
and seiiBin|r Sobieski, with his brother, secured 
them as pnioners at Dresden. 
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U The commons revive the biil ogainMt oocasional 
€cmfanmty.mmA Gomspiracy t r m m p ed ty if Simam 

JFmser^ lard LowU..J^, The lords present a re^ 
monstrance to the queenm.A^ The commom pms a 
vote in /avour qf the earl* of Nottingham. mJS. Se* 
amd remomlrmmce iff ^ loi>tb»««& Imriker diS' 
pules between the two houses.., 1, The queen 
grants the Jirst fruits and the tenths to the poor 
€lergjf...S. Enquiry into naval affairs... 9. Trial 
of Lindsay. ^AQ. Meeting of the SoattiA pmdim^ 
ment...l\. Violent opposition to the ministry in 
that kingdom... 12. Their parliament pass the act 
ijf security.. .19. Melancholy situation of the 
penr^e aj^atr9«*«14. The duke of Marlborou^ 
marches at the head of the allied army into Ger^ 
many. ..15. He defeats the Bavarians at ScheUen^ 
berg. ..16* Fruitl&ss negotiation wUh the ^ctor of 
3amria..A7. The eenjkhmtue obtain a complelt 

victory at Hochstadt,.A8, Siege of Landau... 19^ 
The duke of JkZarlborough return to England.^ 
SO. State of the mor m diffeifmt poMis (f Europe^ 
SL Campaign in Portugal ..^ S3. Arr Oeoi^ 
Rooke takes Gibraltar ... 23. And worsts the 
French fleet in a battle off Malaga... 2"^. Session 
pa/fHament in England ..^ aS. An act of aUenh 
4Mtian pasted againet Hie Scots m*.96. JM^mo/t of 
Woodstock granted to the dulce of Marlbai^Qugh*,. 
27. Disputes between the two houses on the subject 
of the Aylesbwy constables... 28. The parliament 
di$$QkfedL:9d^ Proceedings in the panrliament of 

Scotland... 30. They pass an act for a treaty of 
union with England. ..Sli Difference between the 
parliament and convocation in Ireland ... 32* 
Fruidess campaign on the MoseUs:.^. Tke 
duke of Marlborough forces tlie French tines in 
Mrabmt 34. Me is prevented by the deputies of 

j 

A 
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the States from atiacking the jFrefich army . . . S5« 
He visits the Imperial court of f7miia«..36. State 
.of the mxr on the Upper Rhine^ in Hungary^ 
Piedmont^ Portugal^ and Poland . . . 37, Sir Tho^ 
mas Dilkes destroys part of the French fleets and 
Treves Gibraltar The earl of Peterborough 
und sir Cloudedejf Shovel reduce SareeUma... 
' S9. The earVs surjjrising progress in Spai7i , . . 40. 
' jN^ew parliament in England ...^l. Bill for a re^ 
* gMcy in case of the gueen^s deeease...4^* Demies 
tn the house of lords upon ihe supposed danger to 
which the church was exjmed *..4S. The par/ia* 
ment prorogued^ Hisputes in the convocation... 
44w Confermces opened for a treaty of union vri^ 
Scotland.. AS. Substance of the treaty. 

1703. 

!• T^H£N the parliament met in October, the 
Y V queen in her speech took notice of the 

declaration by the duke of Savoy, and the treaty 
*i^ith Portugal, as circumstances advantageous to 
the alliance. She told them, that although no 
provision wa8 made for the expedition to Lisbon^ 
and the augmentation of the land forces, the 
fuuds had answered so well, and the produce of 
prizes been so considerable, that the public hatd 
not rnn^ in debt by those additional services k 
that she had contributed out of her own revenue 
to the support of the circle of Suabia, whose firm 
adherence to the interest of the allies deserved 
her seasonable assistance* She said, she would 
not engage in any unnecessary expence of her 
own, that she might have the more to spare to- 
wards the ease of her subjects. She recom- 
mended dispatch and union, and earnestly ex- 
horted them to avoid any heats or divisions that 
might give encouragement to the common ene- 
mies of the church and state. Notwithstanding 
fhis admonition, and the addresses of both houses, 
in which they promised to avoid all divisions, a 
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modxm was made in the house of ooiiimoiis for 
renewing the hill against occasional cmrfiomiitf , 

and carried by a great majority. In the new 
draft) however, the penalties were lowered, and 
the severest clauses mitigated. As the court no 
longer interested itself ai the success of this mc9^ 
sure, the house was pretty equally divided with 
respect to the speakers, and the debates on each 
nde were maintained with equal spirit and afai-i 
lity : at length it passed, and was sent up to the 
lords, who handled it still more severely. It was 
opposed by a small majority of the bisnops, and 
particularly by Burnet of Sarum, who dechumed 
against it, as a scheme of the papists to set the 
church and protestants at variance. It was suc- 
cessively attacked by the duke of Devonshire^ 
the earl of Pembroke, the lords Haversham, Mo> 
hun, Ferrars, and Wharton. Prince George of 
Denmark absented himself from the house; and 
the question being put for a second reading, it 
was carried in the negative; yet the duke of 
Marlborough and lord Godoipnin entered their 
dissent against its being rejected, though the 
former had positively declared, that he thought 
the tnli unseasonable. The commons having pe- 
rused a copy of the treaty with Portugal, voted 
forty thousand men, including five thousand ma- 
tines, for the sea service of the ensuing year; 
and a like number of land forces to act m con* 
junction with the allies, besides the additional 
ten thousand : they likewise resolved, that the 
proportion to be employed in Portugal should 
amoant to eight thousand. Sums were granted 
for the maintenance of these great armaments, as 
well as for the subsidies payable to her majesty's 
allies^ and funds appointed equal to the occa^ 
sion# Then they assured the queeo, in an ad« 
dress, that they would provide for the support 
of such alliances as she had made, or should 
maket with the duke of Savoy* 
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2. At lliif peiiod the nation was alarmed hf 
the detection of a conspiracy said to be hatched 

by the jacobites of Scotland. Simon Fraser, lord 
Lovat, a man of desperate enterprise, profound 
dUsimulation, abandoned morals, and ruined for« 
tnne^ who had been ondawed for having ravkhed^ 
a sister of the marqui« of Athol, was the person 
to whom the plot seems to have owed its origin. 
He repaired to the court of St. Germains, where 
he undertook to atsemble a body of twelve thou^ 
sand higblandert to act in favoor of the pre<-^ 
tender, if the court of France would assist them 
with a small reinforcement of troops, together 
with officers, aime, anmnidtion, nd numey^ 
The French Iring seemed to fioen ta the pro* 
posal ; but, as Eraser's character was infamous, 
he doubted his veracity. He was, therefore, sent 
hack to Scotland with two other peieons, who 
tpere inatracted to learn the strength and senti- 
ments of the clans, and endeavour to engage 
some of the nobility in the design of an insurrec* 
tion. Fraser no sooner returned, than he pri* 
vately discovered the wiM>le tvansactkm to the 
duke of Queensberry, and undertook to make him 
acquainted with the whole correspondence be- 
tween the pretender and the jacobites. In con* 
sequence of this service he was provided with a 
pass, to secure him from aU prosecution; and 
made a progress through the highlands, to sound 
the inclination of the chieftains. Before he set 
• ont on thfa circtdt, he delivered to the duke a 
letter from the queen dowager at St. Oermains^ 
directed to the marquis of Athol : it was couch* 
ed in general terms, and superscri^d in a dif* 
ferent character; so that, in all probability^ 
Fraser had forged the direction, with a view to 
rain marquis, who had prosecuted him for 
the injury done to his sister. He proposed a 
second journey to France, where he should be 

' le to discover oik&t more aniirial eis«Mi. 
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stances; and the duke of Qticensberry procured 
a pass fur him to go to HioiUad from the ^mi o£ 
Itotimghanii Uiottgk it wsm ezpediitd liikkr m 
borrowed name. The duke had communicated 
his discovery to the queen^ without difciosing 
hm Dame^ which h# desir^ might be concealed t 
ber majettv belie wd the panicudaci^ which wece 

confirmed Dy her spies at Paris, as well as by the 
evidence of ^ir John Maclean, w.ho had lately 
been coo^eyed from France to England in aa 
open boat, and apprehended at FolkstoiML This 
gentleman pretended at first, that his intention 
was to go through England to his own cottntry:g 
in oider to take the besi^t of the queea's pam 
don ; and ihia, ia all probability^ wai his real 
design; but being given to understand that he 
would he treated in fengJand as a traitoi:« uniesa 
be should merit torgiveaeia, by maldii^ iaspor^i 
UMt discoveries, be rebued all h^ knew of tbo 
proposed insurrection. From his informations 
the Qu^ibtry fave directions for ap(>rebeiidiog 
Qfie S^eith, wl«se upcle bad accompanied Fraser 
from France, and Imew all ue intrigues of the 
court of St. Germains. He declared, that there 
was <u> othei? deaiga m ioot^ except that of 
paving the way for tbo pretffid^t'a ascending 
the throne after the queen*s decease. Ferguson, 
that veteran conspirator, affirmed that Fraser 
had been emi>l^ed by the duke of Queenfiberr ^y 
lo decoy seme peraoa^ whom be bated into a 

conspiracy, that he might have an oppcwtunity 
to effect their ruin ; and by the discovery esta^ 

blish his own credit, whi^b be«»i\ to totter^ 
Feabaps there was too mmK reason for> this im« 

putation. Among those who were seized at this, 
time was a geatiemap of the name of Lindsay, 
who h^ been i^fi4iKHM^tmy to the of 
MiddletoQ. He bad returned from France «a 

Scotland, in order to. take th^ benefit of the 

qfmok^ pud^Bs ^n4w tb^ ;^ter of which he. 
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came to England, thinking himself secure from 
|iro8ecuttoo« He protest^ he knew of no de« 
signs agaittH the queen or her goiremnient ; and 
that he did not believe she would ever receive 
the least injury or molestation from the court of 
St. Germain's. The house of lords having re- 
ceived intimaiimi of cODspiracv, fetoived; 
that a committee should be appointed to eiamine 
into the particulars ; and ordered, that sir John 
Maclean should be next day brought to their 
house. . The queen, who vras far from beings 
pleased with this instance of their officious inter- 
position, gave them to understand by message, 
that she mought it would be inconvenient to 
change the method of examination ahready be-^ 
gun; and that she would in a short time inform 
the house of the whole affair. On the seven- 
teenth day of December the queen went to the 
house of peers, and having passed the bill for 
the land tax, made a speech to both houses, in 
which she declared, that she had unc^uestionable 
information of ill practices and designs carried 
on by the emissaries of France in Scotland. The 
lords persisting in their resolution to bring the 
inquirv into their own house, chose their select 
committee by ballot ; and in m address, thanked 
her majesty for the information she had been 
pleased to communicate. 

S» The commons taking it for granted that the 
queen was disobliged at these proceedings of the 
upper house, which, indeed, implied an nisult 
upon her ministry, if not upon herself, presented 
an address^ declaring themselves surprised to 
find, that when persons suspected of treasonable 

practices were taken into custody by her majes- 
ty's messengers, in order to be examined, the 
lords, iu violation to the known laws of the land, 
had wrested them out of her hands, and arro- 
gsted the examination solely to themselves ; so 
taat a due inc^uiry into the evil practices and 
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d^sigtis against her majesty's person and govern- 
ment might, in a ^reat measure, be obstructed. 
Thej earnestly desired, that she would suffer no 
diminution of the prerogative ; and they assured 
her they would, to the utmost of their power, 
support her in the exerdse of it at home, as wdUL 
SIS m aaserttng^ ii i^^st sdJ invasions whatsoevee» 
The queen thanked them for their concern and 
assurances; and was not ill pleased at the nature 
of the address, though the charge against tho 
peers was not strictly tme ; for there were many 
mstances of their having assumed such a right 6t 
inquiry. The upper house deeply resented the 
accusation. They declared, that by the known 
laws and customs of parliamenti they had M ' 
undoubted right to take examinations of persons 
charged with criminal matters, whether those 
persmis were or were not in custody. They rer 
solved, that the address of the commons was 
unparliamentary^ groundless, without precedent! 
highly injurious to the house of peers, tending to 
interrupt the good correspondence between the 
two licnses, to create an ill c^nion in her ms^ 
jesty of the house of peers, of dangerous conse* 
quence to the liberties of the people, the consti* 
ttttion of the idngdom, and privileges of parlia^ 
ment« They presented a long remonstrance to 
the queen, justifying their own conduct, ex^ 
plaining the steps they had taken, recriminating 
npon the commons, and expressing the moss 
fervent zeal, duty, and affection to her majmy# 
In her answer to this representation, which was 
drawn up with eleg'ance, propriety, and preci- 
sion, she professed her sorrow for the misunder- 
standii^ which had happened between the twd 
houses of parliament, and thanked them for the 
concern they had expressed for the rights of the 
crown and the prerogative; which she should 
never exert so wiIfingTy as for the good oi her 
•olnscts, ud the protection of their liberties. 

E2 



Digitized by Google 



6d HI STORT OF «N6L AND. J 703« 

4. Among other persons seised oa ihe coast of 
Sussex, on their landing fraoi France, was one 

Boucher, who had been aid«de«camp to the 
duke of Berwick. This man, when examined, 
idenied all knowledge of any conspiracy : he said, 
that being vfesarf S living so long abroad^ and 
having made some unsuccessful attempts to ob» 
tain a pass, he had chosen rather to cast himself 
on the queen's mercy, than to remain longer in 
Mile from his native country. He was tri^ and 
condemned for high treason, yet continued to 
declare himself ignorant of the plot. He proved, 
that in the war of Ireland, as well as in f iandera, 
he had treated the English prisoners^ with greai: 
humanity. - The lords desisted from the prosecu- 
tion ; he obtained a reprieve, and died in Ncw- 
gatef. On the twenty-ninth day of January the 
earl of Nottingham- t^d the house, that the 
queen had commanded him to lay before them 
the papers containing" all the particulars hitherto 
' discovered of the conspiracy in Scotland; but 
tbat there was one circumstance which could not 
yet be properly communicated, without running 
the risque of preventing^ a discovery of greater 
importance. They forthwith drew up and pre» 
tented an addres^ desiring, that all the papers 
Aigbt be immediately submitted to their inspec- 
tion. The queen said she did not expect to be 
pressed in this manner immediately after the de^* 
daration she had made : but in a few days the 
earl of Nottingham delivered the papers sealed, 
to the house, and all the lords were summoned 
to attend on the eighth day of February, that 
they might be opened and perused. Notting> 
ham was suspected of a design to stifle the con- 
spiracy. Complaint was made. in the house of 
commons, that he had discharged an officer be- 
longing to the late Idng James, who had been 
^i^ed by the governor of Berwick. A ymLim 
rebate ensued, and at length ended in a resolve, 
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that the earl of Nottingham, one of her majesty^s 
principal secretaries of state, for his great ability 
and dUigence in the execntion of offiice, for 
lits unquestionable fidelity to the queen and her 
government, and for his steady adherence to the 
church of England as by law established, liighly 
merited the trust her majesty had xeposed ia hiov 
They ofdeied the speaker to present this resolu^ 
tion to the queen, who said, she was glad to find 
them so well satisfied with the earl ot Notting- 
ham, who was trusted by her in so considerable 
an office. They perused the examinations o£ thtt 
witnesses which were laid before them, without 
passing judgment, or oflfering advice on the sub- 
ject; but they thanked her majesty for having 
communicatea those particulars^ as well as for 
her wisdom and caye of the nation. When the 
lords proceeded with unconunon eagerness in 
their inquiry, the lower house, in another ad- 
dress, renewed their complaints against the con^* 

duct of the peers, which they still affirmed was 
without a precedent. But this was the language 
ot irriuted laction, by which indeed both sides 
were equally actuated* 

5. The select committee ofthe lords prosecuted 
the inquiry, and founded their report chiefly on 
the confession of sir John Maclean, who owned 
that the court of St. Gecmains had listened to 
Lovat's proposal : that several councils had been 
held at the pretender's court oa the, subject of an 
invaMon; and that persons were sent over to 
sound some of the noUlity in Scotland* But the 
nature of their private correspondence and ne- 
gotiation could not be discovered. Keith had 
umpered with his uncle to disclose the whole 
semt; and this was the circumstance which 
the queen declined imparting to the lords, until 
she should know the success of his endeavours, 
which proved ineflFectuaL The uncle stood aloof; 
and the ministry did not heartily engage in the 
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inquiiy. The house of lords havings finished 
tbese examiaatioos, and beings wanned vath viop 
Itat debates^ Toted, that there hmd been dsinger^ 
6a» plots between some persons in Scotland and 
the courts of France and St. Germains; and, that 
the encouragement for this plotting arose from 
the not setSng tbe suecessioii to the crown of 
Scotland in the house of Hanover. These votes 
were signified to the queen in an address; and 
they promised, that when the succession ehoukt 
be thus settled, ther would endeavour to pn^ 
mote the union of tne two kingdoms upon just 
and reasonable terms. Then they composed ana* 
ther representatioOy in answer to the second adr* 
dress of the oommons touebing their pvoeeedii^e. 
They charged the lower house with want of zeal 
hi the whole progress of this inquiry. They 
produced a great number of preoedeats, to provo 
that their conduct bad been regular and pariin* 
mentary; and they, in their turn, accused the 
commons of partiality and in^stice in vacating 
l^al elections^ The queen^ in aaevrer to thm 
remonstrance, said, she looked «fM»i any mteuni* 
derstanding between the two houses as a very 
great misfortune to the kingdom; and tiiat she 
$hould never omit any thing in her power to 
prevent all occesion^ or them for 4he fetnee. 

6, The lords and commons, animated by such 
Opposite principles, seized every opportunity of 
thwarting each oti^^« An action oamig been 
brought by one Matthew Athby against Wii» 
liam White, and the other constables of Ayles- 
bury, for having denied him the- privilege of 
voting in the last election, the cause- was tried 
at the assizes, and the constables were cast with 
damages. But an order was given in the queen's 
bench to qu^ish all the proceedings, since no 
action had ever been brought on that aceouatk 
The cause being moved-by writ of error into tbe 
nouse of lotds^ was argued with great warmth i 
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atleogth k was earcicd hj a great majoiitv^ tluit 
tikt order of tbe qvMii's heoA •boukd m Mt 

aside, and judgment pronounced according to 
the verdict given at the assizes. The commons 
considered these proceedings as encroaching oa 
Iheir privil^pBi^ Thn p a ss ed five difftrwi r#» 
acimitms, importing, tnat Ae cwnmom of Eng^ 
land in parliament assembled had the sole right 
to examine and determine ail matters relating to 
the right of election of their own members : that 
the practice of deteraiittiiig the quaUicatioaw of 
electors in any court of law would expose all 
mayors, bailiffs, and returning officers, to a muU 
lipUcity of vexatious suita, and insupportable 
eatpeooettaad snk^eMthem to difiecmt aad inde^ 
pendent jurisdictions, as well as to inconsistent 
determinations in the same case, without relief : 
that Matthew ikshby waa gtiilty of a breach of 
prrvilegey as were au alliinsiea^ solieitorit cqmon 
aellors, and serjeMis at law, solieking, preaeeut** 
ing, or pleading, in any case of the same nature. 
These resolutions, signed by the clerk, were 
fixed upon the gate oS WestouMtee-halL On 
the othw hand, me lords appototed a eoflnaiiie* 
to draw up a state of the case ; and, upon their 
report, resolved, that every person being wil- 
fullv hindered to esiercise hie right of votings 
might maiaDaitt an action in the queM*s coerte 
against the officer by whom his vote should be 
refused, to assert his right, and recover damage 
for the ia|iu*^ : that an assertion to the contrary 
was deaamctiiie of the property of the subjeeti^ 
against the freedom of elections, and manifestly 
tended to the encouragement of partiality and 
oormption : that the declaring of Matthew Ash* 
by guilty of a breech of privilege^ of the house 
pt commons was an unprecedented attempt upon 
the judicature of parliament, and an attempt to 
subject the law of England to the votes of the 
Imm of eoflunensr CS^piesof the case, and these 
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resolutions, were sent by the lord keeper to all 
tlie sheri A of England, to be circulated througit 
all the boroughs of their respective counties* 

7. On the seventh day of February, the queen 
ordered secretar r Hedges to tell the house o£ 
commons, that sne had remitted the arrears of 
the tenths to the poor clergy: that she would 
grant her whole revenue arising out of the first 
fruits and tentha, as far as it should become free 
from incumbrance, as an augmentation of their 
maintenance; that if the house of commons could 
fiiid any method by which her intentions to the 
poor clergy might be made more effectual, it 
would be an advanti^e to the public, and accept^ 
able to her majesty. The commons immediatelj 
brought in a bill, enabling her to alienate this 
branch of the revenue, and create a corporation 
by charter, to direct the application of it to the 
uses proposed: they likewise repealed the statute 
of Mortmain, so far as to allow all men to be-> 
queath by will, or grant by deed, any sum they 
should tmnk fit to give towards the augmenta^ 
tion of benefices. Addresses of thanks and ac- 
knowledgment from all the clergy of England 
were presented to the queen for her gracious 
bounty : but yery little regard was paid to Bor<* 
net, bishop of Sarum, although the queen de- 
clared that prelate author of the project. He 
was generally hated, eitfaor aa a Scot, a low^ • 
churdiman, or a meddling pardtnu 

8. In March an inquiry into the condition of 
the navy was begun in the house of lords. They 
desired the queen in an address to give speedj 
and effeetoal orders, that a number of ships suf« 
ficient for the home service should be equipped 
and manned with all possible expedition. They 
resolved, that admiral Graydon'a not attacking 
the four French ships in the Channel had been a 
prejuoice to the queen's service, and a disgrace 
to Che nation ; that his pressing men in Jamaica^ 
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and his severity towards master's of merchant 
vessels and transports, had been a great discou- 
ragement to the inhabitaata of that island, » well 
as prejudicial to her majesty's service ; and they 
presented an address against him, in consequence 
of which he was dismissed. They examined the 
accounts of the earl of Oxford^ a£ainst which 
great clamour had been raised; ana taking cog* 
nizance of the remarks made by the commission- 
ers of tlie public accounts found them faise in 
Ukct^ iU-grounded, and of no importance. The 
commons besought the queen to otder a prose* 
cution on account of ill practices in the earl of 
•lUnelagb's office i and they sent up to the lords 
a bill for continuing the commission on the pub* 
Ue accounts. Some alterations were made in the 
upper house, especially in the nomination of 
commissioners ; but these were rejected by the 
commons. The peers adhering to their amend»» 
mentS) the bill dropped^ and the commission ex* 
pired. No other bill of any consequence passed 
in this session, except an act for raising recruits, 
which empowered justices of the peacie to in^ 
press idle persons for soldiers and marines. On 
the third day of April the queen went to the 
house of peers, and haying made a short speech 
4m the usual topics of acknowledgment, unity, 
and moderation, prorogued the parliament to 
^ the fourth day of July. The division still conti- 
nued between the two houses of convocation ; so 
that nothing of moment was transacted in that 
assembly, except thrir address to the queen upon 
her granting the first fruits and tenths for the 
augmentation of small benefices. At the same 
time, the lower house sent their prolocutor with 
a deputation to wait upon the speaker of the 
house of commons, to return their thanks to that 
lu>nourable house for having espoused the inte- 
• -sest of the clergy; and to assure them that the 
convocation would pursue vuch methods as might 
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iMtt awduee to the tiipport^ hoaoat^ iuiermi^ 
sod sectirity of ebe church as now by hm estab* 

lished. They sent tip to the archbiahop and 
prelates divers represeiitatioiis, confaiiMPg €oi»- 
phatij and proposing canons mad attides of 
formation: but very little regard was paid fo 

their remonstrances. 

9. About this period the earl of Nottingham^ 
after having inefiecfuaUy pressed the queen to 
discard the dukes of Somerset and Devonshire^ 

resigned the seals. The earl of Jersey and sir 
Edward Seymour were dismissed: the earl of 
Kent was appoint^ chamberlain^ Hartey a^ 
cretary of state, and Henry St. John secret 
fary of war. The discovery of the Scottish con- 
sipracy was no sooner known in Fraace, tlian 
Louis ordered Fraser to be impdsoned in the 
bastile. In England, Lindsay bemg sentenced to 
die for having corresponded with France, was 
given to understand that he had no mercy to 
expect, unless he would discover the conspiracy. 
He persisted in denying all knowledge of any- 
such conspiracy ; and scorned to save his life by 

Siving false information. In order to intimidate 
im into a confession, the ministry ordered hiua 
to be conveyed to Tyburn, where he still re* 
jected life upon the terms proposed: then he 
was carried bacji^ to Newgate, where he re» 
mained some years : at leng^ he was banished, 
and died of hunger in Holland. The ministers 
had been so lukewarm and languid in the inves- 
tigation of the Scottish conspiracy, that the 
whigs loudly excldmed against them as di^ 
guised jacobites, and even whispered insinua- 
tions, implying, that the queen herself had a 
secret bias of sisterly afiection for the court of 
St. Germains* What seemed to confirm this al- 
legation, was the disgrace of the duke of Queens* 
berry, who had exerted himself with remarkable 

«eal m the detection ; but tho dedino of his into- 
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rest in Scotland was the real caiue of hk being 
hid mmAe at jrhis junetnre. 

10. The desigfn of the court was to procure in . 
the Scottish parJiament the nomination of a suc- 
cessor to the crow% and a supply for the forces, 
which cottld not be obtained in the pracei^g^ 
session. Secretary Johnston, in concert with the 
marquis of Tweedale, undertook to carry these 
points, in retam for certain limitations on the 
successor, to which her majesty agreed. The 
marquis was appointed commissioner. The of- 
fice of lord-register was bestowed upon John- 
ston ; and the parliament met on the sixth day of 
Joly. The queen, m her letter, expressed her 
concern that these divisions should have risen to 
such a height, as to encourage the enemies of the 
nation to employ their emissaries for debauclung^ 
her good snbjects from their allegiaiiM* She^'de^ 
clared her resolution to grant whatever could in 
reason be demanded for quieting the minds of 
the people. She told them, die had empowered 
the marquis of Tweedale to give nnquestionabie 
proofs of her determination to maintain the go- 
vernment in church and state as by law estab- 
fished in that kingdom ; to consent to such law» 
as rfiould be found wanting for the further secu-* 
rity of both, and for preventing all encroach- 
ments for the future. She earnestly exhorted 
them to settle the snoM^on in the protMtanC 
line, as a step absolutely necessary for their own 
pe^ce and happiness, the quiet and security of 
all her dominions^ the reputation of her affairs 
abroad, and the improvement of the protesiant 
interest through all Europe* She declared, that 
she had authorized the commissioners to give 
the royal assent to whatever could be reasonably 
demanded, and was in her power to grant, for 
securing the sovereignty and liberties of that hef 
ancient kingdom. The remaining part of the 

leuer turned upon the necessity of their granting 
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m mfpljf the diBomrageiiient ot vke» the e»cwj^ 

datkm of moderatkm and unanimity. 

11. The duke of Hamilton presented a re- 
iijotoe* that th^ parUament would not jK^me a 
amoMMT to the cfcmiii. notil the Scoit should 
have concluded a previous treaty with England^ 
in relation to commerce and other concernSk 
This motion produced a warm debate^ in the 
oowse of which Ileftfher^ of 8alto&t expatiitf^ 
upon the hardships and nuseries which the Scol% 
had sustained since the union of the two crowns 
under ooe sovereign, and the impossibility of 
iMRwug" ihek ccmUtiosi, uule^s ihey should taket 
care to anticipate any design that tended to a 
continuation of the same calamities. Auothei^ 

WMkf« was produced by the earl of Rothee^ ia« 
poittng, thai^ the parKM»eM should proceed ioi 

make such limitations and conditions of the go- 
vernment as might be judged proper for rec- 
<il]fiPC .|h« eousMutious for vindicating and 
securing the ip^eteignty au4 independency of 

the nation ; and that then parliament would 
take into consideration the other resolve offered 

l^j, ihe djyike of HamiUeQy ^ treaty pmmua 
to the uiNnfW^ou of a suceessor* Tm$ proposal 

was seconded by the court party, and violent 
heats j^nsued. At lepgi^, sir Jame^ falconer^ of 
9k09i^ ofFe^d, an espedfleqif whkh ueioher 
painy eould* refuse with amy shew of modeiitieik 
He suggested a resolve, that the parliament 
wnuki not proceed tQ the uoogination of a sue- 
^mm until Ihe premew Ireaty witk Mfi^^mA 
riiould be iMseu^M ; wA th^f k would make the^ 

necessary limitations and conditions of govern- 

ment« before jthe sucoesser- iB^uld beuoiuUiated^ 
This joint leseWe^ beiiig put to tibe xniti^ was 

eawied by a great majority^ The treaty with 
Knglwsd was neglected, and the affair of the 

•^wceftsimi. couseguenay p«tpQue4 . The .duke. 
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ttred to wood down the witn cio e ft wad aU dw 

papers rdating to the conspiracy, that, after due 
examinadon, those who were unjustly accused 
aught be widicated, and the guilty pumsliod 
acc og di gg' to tketr demetits* The eomaamw» 
declared, that he had already written, and would 
write again to the queen on that subject, The« 
intention of thm eawaliers was to eoBvict the 
diil» of Quaeotsbetry of nudice and ealumnj m 
the prosecution of tnat a&if, that they might 
wreak their vengeance upon him for that ut^ 
stance of his animosity, as wdl as for his hvvingi 
deserted them in the^nner ssssion. He fbmw 
means, however, to persuade the queen, that 
such an inquiry would not only protract th# 
session, but also divert theoa from the settiemeae 
of the suceession, and raise such a ferment an 
might be productive of tragical consequences. 
Alarmed at these suggestions^ she resoWed to^ 
pmreat tiie* examination ; and garo no ansspco 
to the Mpealed applkatiens made by her fiarlin* 
ment and ministers. Meanwhile the duke of 
Queensberry appeased his enemies in Scotland^ 
Irf diaeeti^g all hia frienAs to join in- the oppe^ 
nticm* 

12. The duke of Hamilton again moved, tha« 
the parliament, should proceed to the limitations^ 
and name eoaraussioners to treat ^tb England^ 
previous to aU other business, except an act foi9 
a land tax of two months, necessary for the im-^ 
mediate whsistenee of the forces. The earl of 
Mardhnsoot fMropoied an aet to exclude ail popish 
successors : but this was warmly opposed, as un*< 
seasonable, by Hamilton and his party. A bill 
af snpply being offered by the.lord Justice Oierk^ 
the camuiers tacked to it great part of the a«^ 
of seeuiky, to which the royal assent had been 
refused in the former session. Violent debates 
aMce^so ihii the hwweyas filled rage aad 
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tiimuit. The national spirit of independence had 
been wrought up to a dangenms pitch of enthu«» 

masm. The streets were crowded with people 
of all ranks, exclaiming against English influ- 
ence ; and threatening to sacrifice as traitors to 
Ifaeir country, atl who riiottld embrace measures 
tfiat seemed to fisTOur a foreign interest. The 
commissioner and his friends were confounded 





• 







mfaiisters, wrote a letter to the queen, represent- 
ing the uncomfortable situation of affairs, and 
advising her majesty to pas9 the bill^ encum* 
bered as it was with the act of security. Lord 
Ciodolphin^ on whose council she chiefly relied, 
found himself involved in great perplexity. The 
lories had devoted him to destruction. He fore- 
aaw that the queen's oincession to the Scots in 
in affiur of sucn consequence, would furnish his 
enemies with a plausible pretence to arraign the^ 
conduct of her minister : but he chose to run 
that risque, rather than see the army disbanded 
for want of a supply, and the kingdom left ex* 
posed to an invasicm.. He, therefore, seconded 
the advice of the Scottish ministers; and the 
queen authorised the commissioner to pass the 
biil.that was depeiuling; The act provided^ 
that hi case of the queen's d3rio9 without issue » 
parliament should immediately meet, and declare 
the successor to the crown, different from the 
person possessing the l;hrcme of England, unless 
before that period a settlement should be made 
in parliament of the rights and liberties of the 
nation, independent of English councils : by 
another clause, they were empowered to anor 
9ild train the subjects, M as to put them in ar 
posture of defence. The Scottish patliament^ 
having, by a laudable exertion of spirit, obtained 
this act of security, granted the supply without 

liurther hesitation : but, not .yet satisfied with 
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this sacrifice, they engaged in debates about the 



lords in England, which they termed an offieioui 

intermeddling in their concerns, and an encroach- 
ment upon the sovereignty and independency of 
the nation. They drew up an address to the 
queen, desiring that the evidence and paperf 
relating to the plot might be subjected to tneir 
examination in the next session. Meanwhile, the 
commissioner, dreading the further progress oi 
such an ungovernable ferocity, prorogued the 
parliament to the seventh day of October* Ther 
act of security being transmitted to England, 
copies of it were circulated by the enemies of 
Godolphin^ who represented it as a nteasure of 
that minister ; and the kingdom was filled witb 
murmurs and discontent. People openly de- 
clared, that the two kingdoms were now sepa- 
rated by law, so as never to be rejoined. Reports 
were spread^ that great quantities of arms had 
been conveyed to Scotland, and that the natives 
were employed in preparations to invade Eng- 
land* All the blame of these transactions was 
imputed to lord Godolphin, whom the tones de* 
termined to attack, wbile the other party re-» 
solved to exert their whole influence for his 
preservation : yet, in all probability, he owed 
his immediate support to the success of his friend 
the duke of Marlborouglu 

IS. Nothing could be more deplorable than 
the situation to which the emperor was reduced 
in the beginning of the season. The - malcou* 
tents in Hungary had rendered themselves for^ 
midable by their success : the elector of Bavaria 
possessed all the places on the Danube, as far as 
Passauy and even threatened the city of Vienna^ 
which must have been infallibly lost, had the 
Hungarians and Bavarians acted in concert. By 
the advice of prince Eugene, the emperor imr 
plored the assistance of her Britaauic majesty; 
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and the duke of Marlborough explained to her 
the necessity of undertakiug his relief. This no^ 
Ueman in tne month ot lanmrj had ciossed the 
iea to HoUoaad^ and coaeerted a scheme wkh the 

deputies of the states-general for the operations 
of the ensuing campaign. They agreed, that 



general Aaverc|iierque should lie ufmi the de^* 
IbDsive with a midl bod^r of troops hi the Ne^ 

therlandsy while the main army of the allies 
should act upon the Rhine, under the command 
of the doke of Marlborough* Such was the 
pfetext under which lUs consummate general 
concealed another plan, which was communi* 
cated to a few only, in whose discretion he could 
confide. It was approved by the pensionary and 
some leaiKn^ men, who secured its favonrs^le 

reception with the general, when it be* 

came necessary to impart the secret to that nu« 
merons assemoly. In the mean time^ the pM^^ 
pwattons were made, on pretence of carrying 
fbe war to the banks of the Moselle.* 

14. In the month of i^pril, the duke, accom* 
jpanied by his brother general Churchill, lieote* 
aant«-genend Lmnley, the earl of Orkney, and 
other officers of distinction, embarked for Hol- 
land, where he had a long conference with a de» 



of the Sute, concemmg a projposal of 
sending a large army towards the Moselle. Tbi 

deputies of Zealand opposed this measure of 
sending their troops to such a distance so stre- 
mously, that the duke was obliged to tell them^ 
in plain terms, he had received orders to march 
thither with the British forces. He accordingly 
assembled his army at Maestricht; and on the 
eigfath day of May began his march into Oer^ 
many. Tne French imagined his intention was 
to begin the campaign with the siege of Traer^ 
bach, and penetrate into France along the Mo- 
•cUe. In this persuasion th^ sent a detachment 

to that river j and gave out that they intended 
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to invest Huy, a pretence to which the duke 

Eaid no regard. He continued his route by Bed** 
ur^rh, Kerpenord, Kftlsecfaen: he ii^ed the 
fertificalioiis of Bcmne^ where he reerived cer* 
tain advice, that the recruits and reinforcements 
for the French army in Bavari4 had joined the 
elector at ViUingen* He redoubled hit diligence^ 
pMed the Neckar on the third of June, and 
halted at Ladenburgh: from thence he wrote a 
letter to the states-j^eneral, giving them to utk* 
derstand, that he had the queen^s ordm to 
inarch to the relief of the empire; end expceti* 
ing his hope that they would approve the de- 
»ign, and allow their troops to share the honopr 
of the eipeditioQ. By the return of a coorier 
he reedvad thehr approbation, and ftiU power to 
command their forces. He then proceeded to 
Mildenheim, where he was visited by prince 
Eugene ; and these two great men, ivhose talents 
were eongenial, imtnediately contracted an inti* 
macy of friendship. Next day prince Louis of 
Baden arrived in the camp at Great Hippach« 
Be told the dulce, his grace was come to save 
the empire, and to give him an opportunity of 
vindicating his honour, which he knew was at 
the last stake in the opinion of some people^ 
The duke replied, he was come to leara of htm 
how to serve the empire! that they nmst be 
ignorant indeed, who did not know that the 
prince of Baden, when his health permitted him, 
nad preserved the empire, and extended its eon^ 
qneits. 

15. Those three celebrated generals agreed 
that the two armies should join: that the com* 
mand should be alternately vested in the duke 
and prince Louis, from oay to day ; and that 
prince Eugene should command a separate amry 
on the Rhine. Prince Louis returned to his 
army on the Danube : prince Eugene set out for 
Fhihpsbitrgh ; the duke of MarUJorough being 
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joined bj the impeiial amy mkler prince JLouis 
of Baden, at Wastertdlea, prosecuted his march 

by Elchingeu, Giiigen, and Landthaussen. Ou 
the first day of July he was in sight of the ene- 
my*s cntrenchmenta at DiiiingeOy and encamped 
with hit right sit Amerdighem, and his left aft 
Onderingen. Understanding that the elector of 
Bavaria had detached the best part of his in^ 
fantry to reinforce the count d'Arco, who waa 
posted behind strong lines at Schellenberg near 
Donawert, he resolved to attack their entrench- 
ments without delay. On the second day of 
July he advanced towards the enemy, and passed 
the river Wermitz: about five o'clock in the 
afternoon the attack was begun by the English 
and Dutch infantry, supported by the horse and 
dragoons. They were very severely handled, 
and even obliged to give way, when prince 
liouis of Baden marching up, at the head of th^ 
Imperialists, to another part of the line, made a 
diversion in their favoun After an obstinate re* 
si stance they forced the entrenchments, and the 
horse entering with the infantry^ fell so furiously 
upon the enemy, already disordered, that they 
were routed with great slaughter. They fled 
with the utmost trepidation to Donawert and 
the Danube, leaving six thousand men dead oa 
the field of battle. The confederates took six« 
teen pieces of cannon, thirteen pair of colours, 
with all the tents and baggage. Yet the victory 
was dearly purcliased; some thousands of the 
allies were slain in the attack, including manv 
gallant officers, among whom were the generafa 
Goor and Beinheini, and count Stinim was mor- 
tally wounded. Next day the Bavarian garrison 
abandoned Donawert, of which the confederates 
took immediate possession, while the elector 
passed the Danube in his march to the river 
I-eche, lest the victors should cut off his retreat 

to his own country. The confederates having 
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crossed the Danube on several bridges of pon- 
toons, a detachment was sent to pass the JLeche, 
and take post in the country of the elector, who 
had retired under the cannon of Augsburgh. 
The garrison of Neuburgh retiring to Ingold- 
stadt, the place was secured by the confederates; 
and the count de ¥rize was detached with nine 
battalions and fifteen squadrons to invest the 
town of Rain. Advice arriving from prince 
Eugene, that the mareschals Viileroy and Tal« 
lara had passed the Rhine at fort Kehl, with an 
army of five-and-forty thousand men, to succour 
the elector of Bavaria, the generals of the allies 
immediately detached prince Maximilian of Ha-^ 
nover with thirty squadrons of horse, ai a rein- 
forcement to the prince. In a few days Rain 
surrendered, and Aiclia was taken by assault. 
The emperor no sooner received a confirmation 
of the victory of Schellenberg, than he wrote a 
letter of acknowledgment to the duke of Marl- 
borough, and ordered count Wratislau to inti- 
mate ms intention of investing him with the title 
of prince of the empire, which the duke declined 
accepting, until the queen interposed her autho« 
rity at the desire of JLeopold« 

16. The allies advanced within a league ci 
Augsburgh, and though they found'the elector 
of Bavaria too securely posted under the cannon 
of that city, to be dislodged or attacked with 
any prospect of success, they encamped with ' 
Fnedburgh in their centre, so as to cut off all 
communication between him and his dominions. 
The duke of Marlborough having reduced him 
to this situation, propcMed very advantageous 
terms of peace, provided he would abandon the 
French interest, and join the Imperialists in Italy* 
Hia subjects seeing themselves at the mercy of 
the aUies, pressed him to comply with tnese 
offers, rather than expose his country to ruin 
and desolation* A Aegotiation was beguni and 

Vox, F 



Digitized by Google 



9S HISTORY OF BNOLAND. 1704. 

he seemed ready to sign the articles, wfien hear- 
ing that marescoal Taliard had passed the Black 
Forest, to join him with a great body of forces, 
he declared, that since the king of France had 
made such powerful etTorts to support him, he 
thought himself obliged in honour to continue 
firm in his aUiance* The generals oi the alU^ 
were so exasperated at this disappointment, that 
they sent out detachments to ravage the country 
of Bavaria, as far as Munich : upwards of three 
bundred towns, villages, and castles, were inhu-- 
manly destroyed, to the indelible disgrace of 
those who countenanced and conducted such 
barbarous practices. The elector, shocked at 
these brutal proceedings, desired, in a letter to 
the duke of Marlborough, that a stop might be 
put to acts of violence so opposite to true glory. 
The answer he received, implied, that it was m 
his own power to put an end to them by a speedy 
accommodation, incensed at this reply, he de- 
clared, that since they had obliged him to draw 
the sword, he would throw away the scabbard* 
The duke and prince Louis, findmg it impracti<- 
cable to attack the elector in his strong camp, 
resolved to undertake the siege of Ingoldstadt^ 
and for that purpose passed the Paer near the 
town of Schrobbenhausen, where they encam{>- 
ed, with their left at Closterburgh. On the fifth 
day of August the elector of Bavaria marched 
to Btberara, where he was Joined by Tallar<L 
He resolved to pass the Danube at I^awingen, to 
attack prince £ugene, who had followed the 
French army from the lines of fiichi, and lay 
encamped at Hochstadt. Next day, however^ 
he made a motion that disappointed the enemy. 
Nevertheless, they p^dsted in their design of 
passing the Danube, andencampiag at Blenhetnu 
The allies reserved that prince IiOuis should un- 
dertake the siege of Ingoldstadt, whilst prince 

£u£we aadihe duke ^wld observe the e;l«ctor 
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of Bavtfku Advicebetng reeved diftC lie had 

actually crossed the Danube at Lawingen, the 
duke of Marlborough joined the forces of priac# 
£i;^efie at tbe camp of MaiiAter on the eleveatk 
day of August, prince Louis having by this time 
inarched off towards the place he intended to 
besiege. Nest day the duke of MarlbcMrou^h 
and priBce £ugene obsenred the posture of the 

enemy, who were advantageously posted on a 
hill near Hochstadt, their right being covered hy 
the Danube and the village of Blenheim, thenr 
left by the village of Latzen^en^ and their frcmt 
by a rivulet^ the banks of which were steep, and 
the bottom marshy. 

17« Netwithstaodiiig these diificttltieft, the 
oerals resolved to attack them immediat^, 
rather than He inactive until their forage and 
provision should be consumed* They were 
moreover stimttlated to this hazardous enteiw 
prise by an intercepted letter to the elector of 
Bavaria from mareschal Villeroy, giving him to 
understand, that he had received orders to ra« 
Ts^e the country of Wirtemberg, and intercept 
all communication between the Rhine and the 
allied army. The dispositions being made for 
the attack, and the orders communicated to the 
general officers, the forces advanced into the 
plain on the thirteenth day of August, and were 
ranged in order of battle. The cannonading 
b^gaa about Bane in the morning, and continued 
<m both s«des till one m the aftfemoon. The 
^ench and Bavarians amounted to about sixty 
thousand men. Mareschal Tallard commanded 
miL the right, and posted seven-andFtwenty bal^ 
talions, with twelve squadrons, in the village of 
Blenheim, hupposing that there the allies would 
snake their chief effort: their left was conducted 
by the elector of Bavaria, assisted by Marsittt 
a French general of experience awl capadty. 
Xbe MmhfT of th^ confi^rates did not exceed 
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fire-and-fifty : their right was under the direc- 
tion of prince Eugene, and their left commanded 
by the duke oi Marlborough. At noon the 
action wa» b^n by a body of English and Hes- 
sians, under major-general Wi)kes, who having 
passed the rivulet with difficulty, and filed off 
to the left in the face of the enemy, attacked the 
viilaee of Blenheim with great vigour ; but were 
repulsed after three successive attempts. Mean- 
while the troops in the centre, and part of the 
right wing, passed the rivulet on planks in dif- 
ferent places; and formed on the other side 
without any molestation from the enemy. At 
length, however, they were charged by the 
French horse with such impetuosity, and so ter. 
ribly ^^ed in flank by the troops posted at 
Blenheim, that they fell in disorder, and part of 
them repassed t^e rivulet r but a reinforcement 
of dragoons coming up, the French cavalry were 
broke in their turn, and driven to the very 
hedges of the village of Blenheim. The left 
wing of the confederates being now completely 
formed, ascended the hill in a firm compacted 
body, charging the enemy's horse, which could 
no longer stand their ground, but rallied several 
times as they gave way. Tallard, in order to 
make a vigorous effort, ordered ten battalions to 
fill up the intervals of his cavalry. The duke, 
perceiving his design, sent three battalions of 
the troops of Zell to sustain his horse. Never^ 
theless, the line was a Uttle disordered by the 
prodigious fire from the French infantry, and 
even obliged to recoil about sixty paces : but the 
confederates advancing to the charge with re- 
doubled ardour, routed the French horse; and 
their battalions being thus abandoned, were cut 
in pieces. Tallard, having rallied his broken 
cavalry behind some ten^^lh^ were still stand- 
ing, resolved to draw oit^iftj^ ti^^ had post- 

^ in the viUage of M^cun, afl^ sent an aid- 
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de*cainp to Marsin, who was with the elector of 
Bavaria on the left^ to desire be would face the 
confederates with some troops to the right of 

the village of Oberklau, so as to keep them in 

Slay, and favour the retreat of the forces from 
lenheim. That officer assured him, he was so 
Car from being in a condition to spare troops, 
that he could hardly maintain his ground. The 
late of the day was now more than half decided* 
The French cavalry being vigorously attacked 



endeavoured to gain the bridge which they had 
thrown over the Danube between Hochstadt and 
Bleinheira; but they were so closely pursued^ 
that those who escaped the slaughter threw 
themselves into the river, where they perished* 
Tallard, being surrounded^ was taken neair a mill 
behind the village of Sonderen, together with 
the marquis de Montperouz, general of horse, 
the major-generals de Seppevilie, de Silly, de la 
Valiere, and many other officers of distinction^ 
Whilst these occurrences passed on the left wingy 
Margin's quarters at the village of Oberklau, la 
the centre, were attacked by ten battalions, ua« 
der the prince of Hokteinbeck^ who passed the 
rivulet with undaunted resolution: but, before 
he could form his men on the other side, he was 
overpowered by numbers, mortally wounded^ 
and tak^n prisoner. His battalions being sup* 
ported by some Danish and Hanoverian cavalry, 
renewed the charge, and were again repulsed: 
at ieimh the duke of Marlborough in person 
brought up some fresh squadrons from the body 

of reserve, and compelled the enemy to retire. 
By this time prince> Kugene had obliged the left 
wing of the enemy to give ground, after having 
nrmounted a great number of difficulties, sus- 
tained a very obstinate opposition, and seen his 
cavalry, in which his chief strength seemed to 

h^^ three timet repulsed* , The duke of Maribo- 




defeated. Part of them 
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Hough had no toooer defeated the right vth^^ 
Am he mate a ditpotirioii to reiiifDree the 

prince, when he understood from an aid-de- 
eamp, that his highness had no occasion for 
anietanee; and that die eleotoo:, with monsieur 
de Marsin, had abandoned Oberklau and Lutein- 
gen. They were pursued as far as the villages 
of Moraeluigen and leiMcnhoven, from whence 
tbey retreated to DiUingea and Lawingea« The 
confederates being now masters of the field of 
battle, surrounded the village of Blenheim, ia 
iMdchy ai we have already observed^ seven^a^d*- 
ttwenty battaKoof and twelve squatbtont were 

posted. These troops, seeing themselves cut oflF 
from all communicalion with the rest of their 
amyy and despairing of being able to force their 
way fhrough the sJHeSy capitulated i^ut eight 
in the evening, laid down their arms, delivered 
their colours and standards^ and surrendered 
iheittselws prisoners of wai^, ob eondiiion that 

the officers should not be rifled. This was one 
of the most glorious and complete victories that 
over was obtained. Ten thousand French and 
Bavarians were left dead on the field of battle : 
the greater part of thirty squadrons of horsa- 
and dragoons perished in the river Danube : 

thirteen thoussmd were made prisoners: one 
iHmdred pieces of cannon were taken, with 

twenty-four mortars, one hundred and twenty- 
Bine colours^ one hundred and seventy-one 
ftaiidardISi seventeen pair of leettleKlnitns, three 
thousand hundred tents, fonr^nd«thirty 
coaches, three hundred laden mules, two bridges 
of boats, fifteen pontoons, fifteen barrels and 
. eight casks filled with silver* Of the allies^ stiottt* 

fonr thousand five hundred men were killed, and 
about eight thousand wounded or taken. The 
loss of the battle was imputed to two capital 
grors comtntitted by maMsdial Tallards^^namely, 
iMaheaing the centre, by detaching such a 
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number of troops to the village of Rlenhdm^ 
aod hU auffimng ibe coofedentttt lo paM the 
rivulet^ amd fovm uiiflKiesied. Cotau it i% 

these circumstances contributed to the succeas of 
the duke of Marlborough^ who rode through 
> the hottest of the fire with Ae calmest iotie^ 
pidity, giving his orders with that pme&ce of 
mind and deliberation which were so peculiar to 
his character. When he next day visilad TaU 
lard, he told that general, he waa socry such a 
misfortune should happen personally to one for 
whom he had a profound esteeip* The mare&chal 
congratulated him on having vanquished the 
best troops in die world ; a eomptiiiieiit to nittch 

the duke replied, that he thought his own the 
best troops in the world, seeing they had con* 

quered those up^n whoia the giarcighal had be^ 
stowed such an enceimuDU 

18. The victorious generals having by this de- 
cisive stroke saved the house of Austria from 
entire ruin, and entirely changed the fate of 
affain in the empire, ngnified meir opiokm ta 
prince Louis of Baden, that it would be for the 
advantage of the common cause to join aU their 
forces, and drive the f reecfa out of Oermany, 
sather than lose time at the siege of Ingoldstadt, 
which would surrender of course. This opinion 
was confirmed by the conduct of the Jbrenchgar* 
rison at Augsburg, who qiittted that place on 
the sixteenth day of August. The magistrates 
sent a deputation, craving the protection of the 
duke of Mari borough, who^fofithwith ordered a 
detachment to take possession of that impwtant 
city. The duke having sent mareschal de Tal- 
• lard under a guard of dragoons to Frankfort, 
and diflfiosed of the other prisoners of distinction 
in the ad|acant plaeea, encamped at SefiiMngen, 
within half a league of Ulm. Here he held a 
conference with tne princes Eugene and Louis 

Qf^BadMk which they.^s^eed ^hat^^as ihe.ene» 
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my retreated towards the Rhine, the confede* 
maj should take the same route, excepting' 
three-ana-twentv battalions and some squadrons, 
to be left for tne siege of Ulm, under general 
Thuogen. They began their march on the 
tweaty-iixth day of August, by different routes, 
to the general rendezvous at Bruschal, near 
Philipsburgh. Then they resolved, that prince 
Louis of Baden should undertake the siege of 
JLandau, in order to secure the circle of Suabia 
from the incursions of that garrison. Consider- 
ing the consternation that prevailed all over 
Prance, nothing could be more impolitic than 
this measure, wfiich gave the enemy time for re- 
collection, and recruiting their forces. It was a 
proposal on which the prince of Baden insisted 
with uncommon obstinacy. He was even sus* 
pected of corruption. He was jealous of the 
glory which the duke of Marlborout^h had ac- 
quired, and such a bigoted papist, that he re* 
pined at the success of an heretical general. 
On the twelfth day of September he marched 
towards Landau with the troops destined for 
the siege, and the duke of Marlborough, with 
pfince Eugene, encamped at Croon Weissen- 
burgh, to cover the enterprise. By this thne 
Ulm had surrendered to Thungen, even before 
the trenches were opened. Villeroy advanced 
with Ins army towards JLandau, as if he had in- 
tended to attack the confederates; but retired 
* without having made any attempt for the relief 
of the place, which was defended with the most 
obstinate valour till the twenty-third day of No- 
vember, when the besiegers having lodged them* 
selves on the counterscarp, the breaches being 
practicable, and the dispositions made for a ge* 
neral assault, the garnson capitulated upon ho- 
nonrable conditions. The king of the Romans 
had arrived in the camp, that he might have the 

credit of uking the place, the command of 
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wilich he bestowed on the count de Frise, who 
bad beloi^e defend^ it wilh e^uai QWfMgji 
ability. ^ • 

19. The next cnlevpriie whi^ the confiedir 
rates undertook, was the siege of Traerbach. 
The hereditary prince of Hesse-Cassel being enr 
trmted with the direction of the attacks, ior 
vested the castle in the beginninf of Hovrnthnm . 
Though it was strongly fortified, and well de- 
Xeaded, he carried on his operations with ittch 
spirit aad assiduity, that in aboitt six weli» the 
garrison surrendered the place on honourable 
terras. In the mean time the duke of Marlbo- 
rongb repaired to Berhn, where he negotiate 
ibr a reinfovcemest of eight thoniand Pnisslaiii, 
to serve under prince Eugene in Italy during the 
next campaign. Thence he proceeded to the 
court of Hasiover> whe», as in all otfa^r places, 
he was .received with paipticiilar mariES of diiK 

tinction. When he arrived at the Hague, he 
was congratulated by the states-general on his 
vl^toriei at ScheUenberr and Blenheim, and as 
much considered in HcSland as if he had been 
actuallv stadtholder. He had received a second 
letter u'om the emperor,, cQuchcad in the warmest 
terns of acknowledgmait, and mis dedsMrsd 
prince of the empire. In December he embark- 
ed for England, where he found the people in a 
transport of Joy, and was welcomed a hero 
who had ntneved the glory of theiBation. 

20. In Flanders, nothing of moment was exe* ^ 
cuted, except the bombardment of Bruges and 
Namur by baron Spaar, with nine thousand 
Dutch troops ; and two . attempts open the 

French lines^ which were actually penetrated by 
Auverquerque, though he was not able to maln« 
tain the footing he had ^ned. The ele€ftpr of 
Bayaria, who had retired to Bnissels. aftcsr^ bU 

defeat, formed a scheme for surprising the Duteh. > 

fif aeral at the end oi the camp^go^ j^nd^^n^^ * 

V 2 
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bled all his troops at Tirlemont : but the French 
court, apprehensive of his temeritjr^ sent Villeroy 
to watch his conduct, and premnt his hasardinf^ 
■an engagement, except with a fair prospect of 
advantage. The mareschal, finding him deter- 
mined to giw battle at all events, represented 
the improbability of succeeding against an ene^ 
my so advantageously posted ; and the ill conse* 
quences of a repulse : but, finding the elector 
ideaf to idl his remonstrances, he flatly refused to 
march, and produeed tlie ku^*s oraer to avoid 

an engagement. In Italy the French met with 
no opposition. The duke of Savoy, being una- 
ble to face the enemy in the field, was obliged to 
lie inactive^ He saw the duke de Vendome re^ 

duce Vercelli and Ivrea, and undertake the siege 
of Verac ; while he posted his little army on the 
other side of the Po, at Crescentino, where he 
had a bridge of cooimunication, by which he 
supplied the place occasionally with fresh troops 
and provision. The place held out five months 
against all the efforts of the French general : at 
length, the communication being cut off, the 
duke of Savoy retired to Chivas. He bore his 
misfortunes with great equanimity ; and told the 
English minister, that though he was abandoned 
by the allies, he would never abandon himself, 
llie emperor had neglected Italy, that he might 
act with more vigour against Ragotski and the 
Hungarian malcontents, over whom he obtained 
eeveral advantages ; notwithstanding which they 
continued formidable, from their number, brave* 
ry, and resolution. I'he ministers of the allies 
pressed Leopold to enter into a negotiation for a 
peace with those rebels; and conferences were 
^ opened ; but he was not sincerely disposed to an 
accommodation, and Ragotski aimed at the prin- 
cipality of Transylvania, which the court of Vi- 
enna would not easily relinquish^ The emperor 

wii vM « itttk ataumed by a rmlutioA at the 
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Ottoman Porte, until the new sultan dispatched a 
eliiao» to Vienna, with an aisurance that he wonld 

give no assistance to the malcontents of Hungary. 
In Poland, the diet being assembled by the car- 
dinai-phmatei Stanislaus Lezinski, palatine of 
Posnania, was dected and proclaimed kingt and 
recognised by Charles of Sweden, whotttU main* 
tained his army by contributions in that country, 
more intent upon the ruin of Augustus than upon 
the presenration of his own domtoicms : for he 
paid no regard to the progress of the Muscovites, 
who had ravaged Livonia, reduced Narva, and 
made incursions into Sweden. Augustus retreat* 
ed into Ins Saxon dominions, which he impore* 
iMied, in order to raise a great army, with 
which he might return to Poland ; the pope 
espoused the interest of this new convert, so far 
at to cite the cardinal^piimaie to appear at 
Rome, and give an account of the share he had 
in the Polish troubles. The protestants of the 
Convennois, deriving courage from despair, be« 
came so troublesome to the government of 
France, that Louis was obliged to treat them 
with lenity: he sent mareschal Villars against 
them with a fresh reiniorcement; but at the 
same time furnished him with instructions to 
treat for an accommodation. This officer im- 
mediately commenced a negotiation with Cava- 
lier, the chief of the revolters; and a formal 
treaty was concluded^ by which they were in* 
dulged vnth liberty of conscience: but these 
articles were very lU observed by the French 
ministry. 

21. In Portugal, the interest of king Charles 
wore a very melancholy aspect. When he ar« 

rived at Lisbon, he found no preparations made 
for opening the campaign Tne Portuguese mi« 
nistry faivoured the French in secret ; the people 
were averse to heretioi t the duke of Schomberg 
was OA ill teims with Fagel, the Dutch general : 



Digitized by Google 



108 HISTORY BNGLAND. l704* 

«he Porittguein forees ccmsiiml of raw nn4m>^ 
difdiMd peaMMits: snd the Ffeach aiiibasBtti0r 

had bougfht up the best horses in the kingdom ; 
so that the troopers could not be properly 
itaeinited* The long of Portugal had prtm^ed 
tl» mrer Spaiii with Charles hf the middle of 

May : but he was not ready till the beginning- of 
Joae, when they reached Saataren* By this time 
tbey had publisbed their resfmetive txmxdfefSU»i 
Charles displaying his title to the crown of Spain, 
and promising pardon to all his subjects who 
would in three months join his army; and the 
Idn^ of Portugal declaring, Aiat Ms sole aim in 

taking up arms was to restore the liberty of the 
Spanish nation, oppressed by the power of 

^France, as well at to assert the ri^ii of Charlee 
to that iflonarchT* The presemr possessor, w^ea 

they mentioned oy the name of the duke of An- 
j#u, had already antic^iled their invasion. Hie 
geuekl, the duke of Berwiek, entwing FMtu* 
^al, took the town 6f Segura by stratagem. The 
governor of Sal vaterra surrendered at discretion: 
Cebreroswas reduced without much oppodtiim: 
aelmdo Wai lAaadoettd the ii^ and 

the town of Lhatta la Viella was taken by as- 
sault. Portugal was at the same time invaded in 
diiSFerent parts by the marquis de leoffireviUe^ 
prince 'Psei^las de 'nilyi and the inarqiris de 
Villadarias. Two Dutch battalkms were attacte- 
ed and taken by the duke of Beiwick at So- 
drdra PcMfmottu Theii he patted the'Ta|ut| aed 
joined prince Tserdas. King PMUp arriving itk 
the army, invested Portalegre ; and the garrison^ 
including an £nglish regiment of foot command** 
ed by cmonel Stanhope^ trere maAe prisodert «f 
war. The next place he besieged was Castel 
Davide, which met with the same fate. On the 
other hand, the marquis Das-Minas, in order 
to make a divenlon, entered Spain ^Ik fifteen 
uoutavl aen^ took Feuente Orimaldo, in Gas- 
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tile, by assault, defeated a body of French and 
Spamiards commaaded by Don RooquiUO| and 
Bide luBisdf HMfller of Manseinto. The wea« 
thcr growing excessively hot, Philip sent his 
troops into quarters of refreshment: and the 
allies followed his esample. Duke Schomberg 
finding his advice yetf little ngarded by the 
Portuguese ministry, and seeing very little pros- 
pect of success, desired leave to resign his com* 
siand, .which the queen bestowed iqpea the eail 
af Odiway, who^ with a vefafbrcemeat of Eng« 
lish and Dutch troops, arrived at Lisbon on the 
thirtieth day of July. About the latter end of 
September^ the two kings repaifed to the camp 
sear Almeda, resolving to invade Castile t but 
tbey found the river Agueda so well guarded by 
tiie duke of Berwick, that they would not at« 
tempt a passage. They^ tfaererare, redred into 
the territories of Portugal, and the army was 
put into winter quarters. The Spaniards were 
BOW SO weakened, by detachments sent with the 
AarqiEis de ViUadarias towwds Otfaraitar) that 
tTie duke of Berwick could not execute any 
scheme of importance during the remaining^ part 
of thecampaigiL 

» 9S* The artns of England were not less fortu* 
nate by sea than they had been upon the Da** 
nube. Sir George Rooke having landed 'king 
Charies at litalioa, seni a iqiiadnm to croiie off 
Cape Spartell, under the command of rear ad- 
miral Dilkes, who, on the twelfth of March, 
engaged and took three Spanish ships of war, 
bound from St. Sebastian's to Cadin« Rooke re» 
ceived orders from the queen to sail to the relief 
of Nice and Villa Franca, which were threatened 
wilb a siege by the duke de Vendome : at the 
sane ntne he was pf essed by king Chatles to 

execute a scheme upon Barcelona, projected by 
the prince of Hesse d*Armstadt, who declared 

hii opiniMii thei the Citetoniana woiiUi declare 
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for the house of Austria, as soon as they should 
be assured of proper support and protection*. 
The mioistry of £ngland understanding that the 
French were employed in equipping a strong 
squadron at Brest, and judging it was destined to 
act in the Mediterranean, sent out sir Cioudesley 
Shovei with a considerable fleet, to watch the 
motions of the Brest squadron; and he was pro- 
vided with instructions how to act, in case it 
diould be sailed to the Mediterranean. Mean* 
while, sir George Rooke, in compliance with the 
entreaties of king Charles, sailed with the trans- 
ports under his convoy to Barcelona, and on the 
eighteenth of May appeared before the city* 
Next day, the troops were landed by the prince 
of Hesse, to the number of two thousand, and 
the Dutch ketches bombarded the place : but by 
this time the governor had secured the chiefs of 
the Austrian party ; and the people exhibiting 
no marks of attachment to king Charles, the 

Erince re-embarked his soldiers, from an appre- 
ension of their being attacked and overpowered 
by superior numbers. On the sixteenth day of 
June sir George Rooke, being joined by sir 
Cioudesley Shovel, resolved to proceed up the 
Mediterranean in quest of the French fleet, 
which had sailed thither from Brest, and which 
Stooke had actually discovered, in the preceding 
month, on their voyage to Toulon. On the se« 
venteenth day^of July the admiral called a coun- 
cil of war in the road of Tetuan, when they re- 
solved to make an attempt upon Gibraltar, 
which was but slenderly provided with a gar- 
rison. Hiither they sailed, and on the twenty* 
first day of the month the prince of Hesse land- 
ed on the isthmus with eighteen hundred ma- 
rines : then he summoned the governor to suiw 
render, and was answered, that the place would 
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perceiving that the enemy were driven from 
their fortifications at the south mole-head, he 
commanded captain Whitaker to arm all the 
boats, and assauJt that quarter. The captains 
Hicks and Jumper, who happened to be nearest 
the mole, immediately manned their pinnaces, 
and entered the fortifications sword in hand* 
The Spaniards sprung a mine, by which two 
lieutenants, and about a hundred men, were 
•killed or wounded. Nevertheless, the two cap- 
tains took possession of a platform, and kept 
their ground until they were sustained by cap- 
tain Whitaker, and the rest of the seamen, who 
took by storm a redoubt between the mole and 
the town. Then the governor capitulated ; and 
the prince o£ Hesse entered the place, amased 
at the success of this attempt, considering the 
strength of the fortifications, which might have 
been defended by fifty men against a numerous 
army, 

23. A sufficient garrison being left with his 
highness, the admiral returned to Tetuan, to 
ts^e in wood and water ; and when he sailed, on 
the ninth day of August, he descried the French 
fleet, to which he gave chase with all the sail he 
'could spread. On the thirteenth he came up 
with it, as it lay in a line ofiF Malaga ready to re- 
ceive him, to the number of two-and^fifty greaft» 
ships, ^fid four*and-twenty galleys, under the 
command of the count de Tholouse, high admiral - 
of France, with the inferior flags of the white 
and blue divisions. The English fleet consisted 
of three-and-iifty ships of tM line, exclusive of 
frigates, but they were inferior to the French in 
number of guns and men, as well as in weight of 
metal, and altogether unprovided of gallies, from 
. which the enemy reaped great advantage during 
- the engagement. A little after ten in the morn- 
I ing the battle began, with equal fury on both 

sides, and continued to rage with doubtful suc« 

Digitized by Google 



112 HISTORY OP ENGLAND. 1/04. 

ce88 tiH two m tiw «ftemo6Bywl«i ^vmn. of 

the French gfare way ; nevertheless, the fight 
was maimained till iiight, v/i^tn the enemy bore 
•way to iMwardL 1 he wind thifting before 
morning, the French gained the weatMr«gage ; 
but they made no use of this advantage : for two 
successive days the English admiral endeavoured 
to renew the enga^;enieQt9 which the count de 
Tholouae deelnied, and at faut he disappe»ed. 
The loss was pretty equal on both sides, though 
not a single ship was taken or destroyed by 
either : but the honcmr of the day certainly re^ 
snained with the English, Over and above the 
disadvantages we have enumerated, the bottoms 
of the Briti^ fleet were foul, and several large 
ehifti had expended all their shot long before the 
battle ceased : yet the enemy were so n»ighlf 
handled, that they did not venture another en* 
gagemmt during the whole war* The French 
king, in order to raise the drooping spirits of has 
people, claimed t&e victos^, and published an 
account of the action, which, at this distance of 
time, plainly pr<ives that he was reduced to the 
Jiiean shift of impoung UfMin his subjects, by false 
and partial representations* Among other esfl^ 
^rations in this detail, we find mention made of 
mischief done to French ships by English bombs; 
though nothing is more certain than that theve 
was not one ixnnb vessel in the combioed fleet 
The French academy, actuated by a servile spirit 
of adulation, caused a medal to be struck on the 
occasion, which^ instead of perpetuating the 
glory of the^ prince, served only to trmsmit 
their own shame to posterity. After the battle, 
sir George Rooke sailed to Gibraltar to refit, and 
leaving a squadron with sir John Leake, set sail 

SEni^lluad on tbm twenty-fourth daf of August, 
arrived in September, and was received by 
the ministry, and the people in general, witn 

'those "*^rH^ 4tf -esteem Mid vcMcatiao wUch 
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were due to his long services and ngnal success : 
but he was still persecuted with a spirit of envy 

and detraction. Philip, king of Spam, alarmed 
at the reduction o£ Gibraltar, sent the marquis 
de Villadarias with an army to retake it. The 
siege lasted four months, during' which the prince 
of Hesse exhibited many shiniug proofs of cou- 
rage and ability. The place was supplied with 
men and provisions by convoys from Lisbon^ 
until monsieur cle Pointis put a stop to that com- 
munication, by entering the bay with a strong 
squadron; but he was obliged to retire at the 
approach of sir John Leake 'and admiral Vander« 
du55eu; and the marquis de Villadarias, having 
made little or no progress on land, thought pro- 
per to abandon the enterprise. > 

S4. The parliament of England meeting on the 
twenty-ninth day of October, the queen, in her 
speech, observea, that the great and remarkable 
success with which God had blessed her arms 
produced unanimous joy and satisfaction through 
all parts of the kingdom ; and that a timely im- 
provement of the present advantages would en- 
Me her to procure a lasting founclation of secu- 
rity for England, as well as a firm support for the 
liberty of Europe. She declared her intention 
was to be kind and indulgent to all her subjects. 
She expressed her hope that they would do no*, 
thing to endanger the loss of thus opportunity; 
and that there would be no contention amon^ 
them, but an emulation to promote the public 
weifiare. Congratulatory addresses were voted 
and presented by both houses. They were equal 
in their professions of duty and affection to the 
queen ; but the addresses imbibed a very different 
colour from the difierent sanctions by which the 
two houses were influenced. The lords congra- 
tulated her on the great and glorious success of 
her arms under the command of the duke of 
Maribbroughi without deigning to mmtion sir 
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George Rooke, who had defeated the French 
navy at sea, and added the important fortress of 
Gibraltar to the British conquests. On the otlmr 
hand, the coimnons afiected to mentioa the bat- 
tie of Blenheim, and Rooke's naval victory, as 
events of ec|ual glory and importance. How- 
ever they miff ht be warped by prejudice against 
individuate, they did not sutof the war to laiw 
gnish for want of supplies. Having taken into 
consideration the services of the army and navy, 
they voted that the queen should be desired to 
bestow her bounty on the seamen and land 
forces who had behaved themselves so gallantly. 
Then they deliberated upon the dilFerent articles 
of national expence, and granted four milltona 
six hundred and seventy thousand nine hundred 
and thirty-one pounds for the occasions of the 
ensuing year, to be raised by a land tax, by the 
sale of annuities, and odier expedients. These 
measures were taken with such expedition, that 
the land tax received the royal assent on the 
ninth day of December ; when tl^e queen, in a 
abort speech, thanked the commom for tbeir 
dispatch, which she considered a sure pledge of 
their affection. 

^ 25. The high chordbt party took this occasioQ 
to promote the bill against occasional conform-^ 

ity, which was revived and brought into the 
house on a new model, by Mr. WiUiam Brom- 
ley, who moved that it might be tacked to the 
land tax bill, and sent up to the lords for their 
concurrence. The court no longer espoused this 
measure, and the violent party was weakened by 
defection.. After a warm* and tediow debate^ 
the tack was rejected by a great majority. The 
bill, however, passed the house of conunons, 
and was sent up to the lords on the fourteenth 
4ay^Qf December, when it would haidly have 
excised a debate, had not the queen been pre- 

•cnt, and desirous of hearing what eoiOd^besaMi 
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on both sides of the question* For the informal 
tion and satisfaction of her majesty the subject 
was again discussed, and all the argfimicnts bong 

repeated, the bill was rejected by a majority o£ 
One-and-twenty voices. The next subject on 
which the house of lords employed their atten« 
tion« was the late conduct of the Scottish parlia* 
ment. The lord Haversham in a set speech, 
observed, that the settlement of the succession in 
Scotland had been postponed, partly because the. 
ministry for that kingdom were weak and diviiU 
ed; partly from a received opinion that the sue-* 
cession was never sincerely and cordially intend- 
ed lyy those who managed the affiurs of Scotl^md 
in the cabinet council. He expatiated on the 
bad consequences that might attend the act of 
security, which he styled a bill of exclusion; and 
particularly mentioned that clause by which the 
heritors and boroughs were ordained to exercise 
their fencible men every month. He said the 
nobility and gentry of Scothnd were as learned 
and brave as any nation in Europe, and generaU 
ly discontented: that the common people were 
very numerous^ very stout, and very poor ; and 
he asked who was the man that could tell what 
such a multitude, so armed, and so disciplined, 
might do under such leaders, could opportum- 
ties suit their intention. He recommended these 
drcumstances to the couttderatipn of the house, 
and concluded with these words of lord Bacon, 
•* Let men beware how tliey neglect or suffer 
^ matter of troubles to be prepar^ ; for no man 
^ can forbid the sparks that may set all on fire»** 
The lords resolved to consider these subjects on 
the twenty-ninth day of November, when the 

Sueen repaired to the house of peers to hear the 
ebates, and by her presence moderate the heat 
of both parties. The earl of Nottingham re« 
fleeted so severely on the memory of king WiU 

l|iW,thathe^w<mMhav» be en sen t to the Tower^ 
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had not the lards declined any such motion out 
of respect to her majesty. After much declama* 
tion on the Scottish act of security, the grand 
committee of the peers, by the aavice of lord 
Wharton^ resolved, that tne queen should be 
enabled by act of parliament on the part of 
England, to name commissioners to treat about 
an union with Scotland, provided that the par- 
liament of Scotland should first appoint commis- 
sioners on their part for the same purpose : that 
no Scotsmen should enjoy the privileges of Eng- 
lishmen, except such as were settled in England, 
Ireland, and the plantations, and such as were 
or mi^t be in the sea, or land service, until an 
union could be effected, or the succession settled 
as in England: that the traffic by cattle from 
Scotland to England should be prevented : that 
the lord admiral should issue orders for taking 
such vessels as should be found trading from 
Scotland to FrancCj or to the ports of ciny of her 
majesty's enemies; and that care should he taken 
to prevent the exportation of English wool into 
Scotland. On these resolutions a bill was formed 
for an entire union, and passed the house on the 
twentieth day of December. The lords presented 
an address to the queen, representing that they* 
had duly weighed the dangerous and pernicious 
effects that were likely to be produced by divers 











LI 



they were of opinion the safety of the kinj^ 
required that speedy and effectual orders should 
be given to put Newcastle in a posture of de- 
fence, to secure the port of Tinmouth, and re* 

{>air the fortifications of Hull and Carlisle. They 
ikewise advised her majesty to give directions 
for disciplining the militia of the four northern 
counties; for providing them with arms and 
ammunition ; for maintaining a competent num- 
ber of regular troops on the northern borders of 
England, «$ well as in the north of Ireland i and 
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for putting the laws in execution against papists. 
The queen promised that a survey should be 
made of the places they had mentioned, and laid 
before the parliament ; and that she would gi^^e 
the necessary directions upon the other articles 
of the address. Tiie commons seemed to concur 
with the lords in their sentiments of the Scottish 
act of security. They resolved, that a bill should 
be brought in for the effectual securing the 
kingdom of England from the apparent dangers 
that might arise from several acts lately passed in 
the parliament of Scotland; and this was formed 
on nearly the same resolutions which had been 
taken in the upper house. The bill sent down by 
' the lords^ was thrice read, and ordered to lie 
upon the table: but they passed their own, to 
take effect at Christmas, provided before that 
time the Scots should not settle the succession. 
When it was offered to the lords, they passed it 
without any amendment, contrary to the expec- 
tation and even to the hope of some members 
who were no friends to the house of Hanover, 
and firmly believed the lords would have treats 
this bill with the same contempt which had been 
.nianifested for that which they had sent down to 
the commons. 

26. The duke of Marlborough at his first ap- 
pearance in the house after his return to Eng- 
land, was honoured with a very extraordinary 
eologium, pronounced by the lord-»keeper, in the 
name of the peers of England; and a compli- 
nient of the same nature was presented to him 
by a conunittee of the house of commons. Doc- 
tor Delaune, vice-chancellor of Oxford, accom- 
panied by the principal members of the Uni- 
versity, attended the queen with an address of 
congratulation upon the success of her arms in 
Grennany, luder the admirable conduct and in- 
vincible courage of the duke of Marlborough ; 
and at sea^ u&d^ the most brave uid l^uthful 
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admiral sir George Rooke, He received a civil 
answer from lier majesty, though now she took 
mbrage at Rooke's being raised upon a level 
wit^ the duke of Marlborough, whose great vic- 
tories had captivated her administration, and 
whose wife had alienated her afiection from the 
teries. The commons perceiving how high he 
ttood in her majesty's esteem, and having been 
properly tutored for the purpose, took into con- 
eideration the great services of the duke; and, 
to an address, besought her majesty to consider 
some proper means to perpetuate the memory of 
such noble actions. To a few days she gave tneni 
to undwstand by a message, that she was inclinecl 
to grant the interest of the crown in the honour 
^nd manor of Woodstock and hundred of Woo* 
ton to the duke of Marlborough and his heirs; 



m 


fa 




III 



and hundreds, were gran^d for two lives, she 
wished that incumbrance could be removed* A 
bill was immediately brought in, enabling the 
queen to bestow these honours and manors <m 
the duke of Marlborough and his heirs; and the 
queen was desired to advance the money for 
clearing (he incumbrances. She not only com* 
pMed with this address, but likewise ordered the 
comptroller of her works to build in Woodstock- 
park, a magnificent palace for the duke, upon a 
plan much more solid than beautifuL By this 
time sir George Rooke was laid aside, and the 
command of the fleet bestowed upon sir Cloudes- 
ley Shovel, now declared rear-admiral of £ng« 
land Marescfaal de Tallard. with the other 
French generals taken at Hochstadt, arrived on 
the sixteenth of December in the river Thames, 
and were immediately conveyed to Nottingham 
and Litchfield, attended by a detachment of the 
^yal re^ment of horse guards. They were 
*A^ea with great respect, and allowed the pri* 
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yUege of tiidmg tm mUes around the plmt of 
their confinemefit. 

27. While the house of commons, in two suc- 
cesnre addresses, thanked the queen for the 
treaty which the duke of Marlborough had con- 
cluded with Prussia, concerning the troops to be 
sent to the duke of Savoy, and desired he would 
use her interest with the allies, that they might 
next year furnish thdr complete proportions of 
men or sea ai id land ; the lords examined into all 
the proceedings at sea, and all the instructions 
^ of the admiralty; and presented an address to 
the queen^ explaining aU the different articles of 
mismanagement* She promised to consider them 

particularly, and give such directions upon them 
as might be most for the advantage of the public 
service* The remaining part of the sesMon was 
consumed in disputes and altercatiras between 

the two houses on the subject of the Aylesbury 
constables, who were sued by five other inhabit- 
ants for having denied them the right of voting 
at the election. These €ve persons were commit* 

ted to Newgate by order of the house of com- 
mons. They moved for habeas corpus in the 
king's bench ; but the court would take no cog- 
nisance of the afiair. Two of the prisoners 
petitioned the queen that their case might be 
brought before her majesty in parliament. The 
commons, in an address, besought the queen to 
refuse granting a writ of error in this case, which 
would tend to the overthrowing the undoubted 
rights and privileges of the commons of Eng- 
land. She assured them she would not do any 
thing to give them just cause of complaint ; but 
tlus matter relating to the course of judidal pro« 
ceedings, being of the highest importance, she 
thought it necessary to weigh and consider very 
careftdly what might be proper for her to do in 
a thing of so great concern. They voted all th* 
lawyers who had pleaded^n the return of the 
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habeas corpus in behalf of the prisoners guilty of 
a breach of privilege, and ordered tliem to be 
taken into custody. They likewise ordered the 
prisoners to be removed from Newgate into the 
custody of their serjeant at arms, lest they should 
have been discharged by the queen's granting 
writs of error. The prisoners, finding themselves 
at the mercy of the exasperated commons, peti- 
tioned the lords for rehef. ^ The upper house 
passed six difFerent resolutions against the con- 
duct of the commons, as being an obstruction to 
justice, and contrary to Magna Charta. The 
lower house demanded a conference, in which 
they insisted upon the sole right of determining 
elections; they affirmed, that they only could 
judge who had^a ri^ht of voting ; and that they 
were judges of their own privileges, in wbicb 
the lords could not intermeddle. 

28. The upper house demanded a free confer- 
ence, which proved ineffectual. New resolutions 
were taken by the commons, diametrically op- 
posite to those of the peers, who, on theodier 
hand, attended the queen with a long represent- 
ation of all the particulars relating to this affain 
They affirmed that the proceedings of the house 
of commons against the Aylesbury men were 
wholly new and unprecedented : that it was the 
birthright of every Englishman, who appre- 
hended himself injured, to seek for redress ia 
her majesty's courts of justice : that if any power 
could control this right, and prescribe when he 
should, and when he should not, be allowed the 
benefit of the laws, he ceased to be a freeman, 
and his liberty and property were precarious. 
They requested, therefore, that no consideration 
whatever should prevail with her majesty to 
suffer an obstruction to the known course of 
justice ; but that she would be pleased to give 
effectual orders for the immediate issuing of the 

writd o£ error. Th^ ^ueea assured them ihsx she 
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would have c^mj^ed with tbwr ttffumti but| 
finding an absoliite necetutf for putting an im* 

mediate end to this session, she knew there 
could be no further proceedings on that matter. 
On the very day, which waa the fourteenth of 
March, she went to the houaeof lords, and passed 

the bills that were ready for the royal assent. 
Then she thanked tiie parliament for having jdis* 
patched the public business: she warned them t^ 
aToid the £atal effectaof aniimosity and dissension i 
and ordered the lord keeper to prorogue them 
to Thursday the first of May: but on the fifth of 
AprU they were dissolved by proclamation, and 
imother was published for calting a new parliai* 
ment. The queen, accompanied by the prmce of 
I>enmark, made an excursion to Newmarket, 
and afterwards dined by invitation with the 
University of Cambridge, where she conferred 
the honour of knighthood upon Dr. Ellis the 
vice^hancellor, upon James Montague counsel 
for the Univeruty, and upon the celebrated 
laaac Newton mathematical professor. The two 
houses of convocation still continued at variance* 
The lower house penned petulant representa^ 
tions; and the archbuhop amswered them by 
▼erbal reprehension and admonition. The tory 
interest was now in the wane. The duke of 
JBuckinghamshire was deprived of the privy-seal, 
and that office conferred upon the duke of New- 
castle, a nobleman of powerful influence with 
the whig party. The earl of Montague was 
created marquis of Mounthermer and duke of 
Montague : the earl of Peterborough and lord 
Cholmondley were chosen of the pnvy-council ; 
and lord Cutts was sent to command the troopn ^ 
in Ireland, under the duke of Ormond. 

99* The ministry of Scotland was now aatirely « 
changed. The marquis of Tweedale and John- 
ston, having been found unequal to the under- 
taking, dWi9ed* The duke of Queens 

Vot. IL O 
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berry resumed the management of afiairt in that - 
kingdom, under the title of lord pri vy-sesJ ; and 

the oflSce of commissioner was conferred upon 
the young duke of Argyie, who succeeded to his 
father^s influence among the presbyterians. He 
Was a nobleman possessed of good natmral talents, 
, which had not been neglected; candid, open, and 
sincere ; brave, passionate, and aspiring : had he 
been endued with a greater share of liberality^ 
bis character would have been truly heroic. At 
this juncture he Was instructed to procure an act 
of the Scottish parliament, settling the protestant 
succession: or to set on foot a treaty for the 
union of the two kingdoms. At the opening of 
the session in June, the members were divided 
into three parties, namely, the cavaliers or jaco* 
bites, the revolutioners, the squadrone volante, 
or flyings squadron, headed by the marquis of 
Tweedale, who disclaimed the other two factions, 
and pretended to act from the dictates of con- 
ecience alone. The parliament was adjourned to 
the third day of July, when her majesty's letter 
was read, earnestly recommending' the settlement 
of the succession in the protestant line, and an 
act for a commission to treat of an union be* 

tween the two kingdoms. The marquis of An* 
nandale proposed that the parliament should 
proceed on the limitations and conditions of 
government: that a committee should be ap- 
pointed to consider the condition of the coin and 
the commerce of the nation. The earl of Mar 
moved, that the house would, preferable to all 
other business, consider the means for engag^ne in 
a treaty with England. After a long debate they 
resolved to proceed on the coin and the com- 
merce. Schemes for supplying the nation with 
money by a paper credit were presented by Dr« 
Hugh Chamberlayne and John Law, but reject* 
ed. The house Vesolved, that any kind of paper 
credit, by the circulatioa of bills, was an impro^ 

4 
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' per expe^dnt ; and appointed a ccnindl to put 

the laws relating to trade in execution. The 
duke of Hamilton proposed that the parliament 
ahould not proceed to the nomination of a sue- 
eesior^ until the treaty with England thonld be 
discussed, and the limitations settled. This pro* 
posal being approved, a draft of an answer to 
l^er majesty's letter was presented by the marquis 
of TweedaJe* Two different forms of an act for 
a treaty with England were ofFered by the earl of 
Mar and the marquis of Lothian: others were 
produced concerning the elections oi ofikecs ot 
state, and ti«» r^pduicioD of co mme r c e; 

9% The chief aim of the cayaliers was to ob- 
struct the settlement of the succession ; and with 
that view they pressed the project of limitations^ 
to which they knew the court would never as- 
sent* A motion being made, to grant the first 
reading to an act of commission for a treaty with 
England, the duke of Hamilton insisted on the 
linutations, and a /vote bdng stated in these 
terms, ^ Proceed to consider the act for a treaty 

^ of limitation," the latter was carried in favour 
of the cavaliers. On the twenty-second day of 
August an act for this purpose was approved ; 
ano next day an act for a triennial parisament| 
which the courtiers were enabled to defeat. They 
likewise passed an act, ordaining, that the Scot- 
tish ambassadors representing Scotland, should 
be present when the soverei^ might have occa* 
tton to treat with foreign pnnces and states, and 
be accountable to the parliament of Scotland. 
Fletcher, of Saitoun, presented a scheme of li* 
mitations that savoured strongly of republican 
principles. He afterwards enlarged upon every 
article, endeavouring to prove that tney were 
absolutely necessary to prevent the consequences 
of English influence ; to enable the nation to 
defend its rights and liberties; to deter ministers 
pf Slate from giving bad • advice to their sovct 
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reiga ; to preserve the courts of judicature from 
corruption, and screen the people from tyranny 
and cippresston. The earl of Stair having ar^^ed 

against these limitations, Fletcher replied, It 
*^ was no wonder he opposed the scheme; for, 
^ had such an act subsisted, his lordship would 
^ have been hanged for the bad counsel he had 
w l^ivea to king James ; for the concern he had 
** in the massacre of Glencoe ; and for his con- 
duct since the revolution." The next subject 
on which the parliament deliberated was the 
conspiracy. Amotion being made that the house 
might know what answer the queen had return- 
ed to their address in the last session, the chan- 
edior delivered to the clerk register the papers 
relating to the plot, that they might be perused 
by the members : but these being copies, and the 
evidences remaining at London, no further pro- 
gress was made in the affiur. Yet the duke of 
Athol, in a distinct narrative of the pretended 
conspiracy, boldly accused the duke of Queens- 
berry of having endeavoured to mislead the 
queen by false insinuations against her good 
subjects. When the act for a treaty of unicm 
fell under consideration, a draft for that purpose, 
presented by the earl of Mar, was compared 
with the £nglish act, importing, that the queen 
should name and appoint not only ther commis- 
sioners for England, but likewise those for Scot- 
land. Fletcher did not fail to inveigh against 
the imperious conduct of the English parliament 
in this affiur. He exhorted the house to resent 
such treatment, and oiFered the draft of an ad- 
dress to her majesty on the subject ; but this the 
house rejected. Duke Hamilton proposed that 
a clause mi^t be added to the act, mnporting^ 
that the umon should no ways derogate fnmk 
any fundamental laws, ancient privileges, offices, 
rights, liberties, and dignities of the Scottish 

nation* This occasioned a long debate; and « 
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question being put, was carried in the negative. 
JoHiftheT daaae was proposed, that the Sci^tisk 
commissiooers should aot begin to trent until the 
£nglish parliament should have recinded their 
clause, enacting, that the subjects of Scotland 
ahottld be adjudged and tahco at aliens after the 
rw^H^-fifth day of December. The ccmrtiers, 
consioering the temper of the house, would not 
venture to oppose this motion directly, but pro- 
poted that the churn should be formed into a 
separate act ; and the expedient was approvecL 
Though the duke of At hoi entered a vigorous 
protest, to whicn. the greater part of the cava^ 
liecs and aU the squadrone adhered, conpr^ 
bending four-and-twenty peers, seven- and- thirty 
barons, and eighteen boroughs, the act for the 
treaty of wmuk was, after mndi altercation, fintst^ 
ed, empowering commissioners to meet anid treat 
of an union ; but restraining them from treating 
of any alterations of the church government as 
by taw established. Whikt this important subject 
was nnder Gonsideratkm, dhe duke of Hamilton, 
to the amazement of his whole party, moved that 
the nomination of the commissioners should be 
ieft to the queen* Fourteen or fifteen of the 
cavaliers ran out of the house in a transport of 
indignation, exclaiming that they were deserted 
and basely betrayed by the duke of Hamilton^ 
A verv hot debate ensoed,in the course of winch 
the dnke was severely handled by those whom he 
had hitherto conducted : but, at length, the ques- 
tion being put, whether the nomination should 
he left to ^ queen or to the parKament, the 
duke's motion was approved by a very small 
majority. He afterwrards excused himself for his 
defection, by saying, he saw it was in vain to 
contend; and that since the conrt had acquired 
n great majority, he thought he might be alhm* 
:odlo pay that compliment to his sovereign. He 
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was desirous of being in the commisuon, and the 



nated. The queen refusing to honour him witk 

that mark of distinction, Areyle would not suf- 
fer himself to be named, ana threatened to op* 
pote the union: but means were found to ap- 
pease fab reaentmeni* Two draf U of an addrai* 
beinfr presented by the earl of Sutherland and 
Fletcher of Saltoun, beseeching her majesty to 
use her endeavours with the parliament of £ngs- 
luid to rescind that part of their act wfaicfa de» 
dared the subjects of Scotland aliens; and an 
overture of a bill being offered, ordaining that 
the Scottish commissioners should not enttf upon 
the treaty of union until that clause should be 
repealed ; the courtiers moved, that the parlia* 
ment should proceed by way of order to their 
commissioners, and by address to her majesty. 
After some debate, the house assentins^ to this 
proposal, the order and address were cfrawd up 
and approved. The great and weighty affair of 
the treaty being at length happily transacted, 
though not without a protest by Athol and his 
adherents, the parliament granted a sunily of 
fifty thousand pounds, and the house was ad- 
journed to the twentieth day of December: then 
the queen declaring the earl of Mar secretary 
of state in the room of the marquis of Annao- 
dale, who was appointed lord president of the 
council. 

SI. In Ireland the parliament met at Dublin 
on the fiflh day of March, and looted one hun- 
dred and fifty thousand pounds for the support 
of the necessary branches of the establishment. 
A dispute arose between the commons and the 
lower house of convocation, relating to the tithes 
of hemp and flax, ascertained in a clause of a 
bill for the better improvement of the hempen 
and flaxen manufactures of tl^ Idngdonu Tiie 
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lower house of cODTOcation presented a memo- 
mi thift clause as prejudicial to the rigiut 
and properttes of the derfifj. The commons 
voted the person who brought it in guilty of a 
breach of privilege ; and ordered him to be takea 
into cu8toay<r Then they resolved, that the con- 
▼ocatioa were guilty of a contempt and bseach 
of the privilege of that house. The convocation 
pr^uming to justify their memorials, the com* 
mens voted, that all matters relating to it should 
be fated out of the jonmab and books of con* 
vocation. The duke of Ormond, dreading the 
consequences of such heats, adjourned the parlia- 
ment to the first day of Alay^ when the nousea 
meeting again, came to some resolutions that 
reflected obliquely on the convocation, as ene- . 
mies to her majestyjs government and the protes* 
tant succession* Tbe clergy, in order to acquit 
themselves of all suspicion, resolved in their 
turn, that the church and nation had been hap- 
pily delivered from popery and tyranny by king 
William at the revolution : that the continuance 
of these blessings were due (under God) to the 
auspicious reign and happy government of her 
majesty queen Anne: that the future security 
and preservation of the church and nation de» 
pended wholly (under God) on the succession of 
the crown as settled by law in the protestant 
line : that if any dergjrman should by word or 
writing declare any ming in opposition to these 
r^olutions, they should look upon him as a 
sower of divisions among the protestant s, and an 
enemy to the constitution* They levelled ano» 
ther residutien against the presbyterians, im* 
porting, that to teach or to preach against the 
doctrine, government, rites, or ceremonies of 
the church, or to maintain schools or seminaries 
for the edncatiim of youth, in principles contrary 
to those of the established church, was a con* 

tempt of the ecclesiastical laws of tlie kii^gdoms 
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of pernicious consequence; and served onljr to 
tontinue attd ttides the unhappy sdnsms and 
flirisiom in the nation* In Jniie tlie parKameM 

was prorogued to the same month of the follow- 
ing year : then the duke of Ormond embarked 
for England, leaving the adttuttstratidn in the 
hands of sir Richard Cox, lord chancellor, and 
lord Cutt8,the commander in chief of the queen's 
forces, who were appointed lords justices durin|p 
the duke'd ahicncc* 

S2. During these transactions in Great Britain 
and Ireland, the allies had not been remiss in 
their preparations for the ensuing campaigiu 
ThA duke of Maribordugfa had find npon 3i« 
Moselle for the scene of action ; and magazines 
of ail sorts were formed at Triers, On the thir« 
teenth day of March the duke embarked fm 
Holland^ where he prevailed upon the statesi^ 
general to contribute their troops for the execu- 
tion of bis project. Having concerted with the 
deputfes of tlie States and the Butdi generals the 
Hecessarjr meaMres for opening the eantpaign, 
he set out for Maestri cht, in order to assem! >le 
his army. ' On the fifth day of May the empe- 
ror Leopold died at Vienna, ud was succeeded 
tm the imperial throne by his eldest son Joseph, 
king of the Romans, a prince who resembled 
his father in meekness of disposition, narrowness 
Of intdleet, and bigotry to the Romish religion. 
On the fifteenth of June the English troops 
passed the Maese, and continued their march 
towards the Moselle, under the command of 
general Churchill ; and the duke set out for 

Cnietznach, to confer with prince Louis of 
Baden, who excused himself on pretence of 
being much indisposed. Marlborough visited 
him at lUMadt, wnere In a eonference tfiey re^- 
■olved that a snfficient number of German troops 
•hould be left for the security of the lines of 

I^uter burg and St»lhoffen, imder the comouod 
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of general Thungen, and that prince Louis of 
Saden should march with a large detachment 
towards the Saar, to act in concert with the 
dake of Marlborough. The confederate army^ 

passed the Moselle and the Saar in the beginning 
-of June, and encamped at £lft in sight of the 
enemy, who retired with great precipitation^ 
and entrenched themselves in the neighbour** 
hood of Coningsmarcheren. The duke's design 
was to besiege Saar-Louis; but prince Louis 
failed in the performance of his engagement : he 
feigned himself sick, and repaired to the bath at 
Schlangenbade, leaving the small number of im» 
perial troops he conducted as far as Cruetznach^ 
under the command of the count de Frize* He 
was suspected of treachery ; but probablj acted 
from envy of the duke*s military reputatMm.* 

33. While this nobleman sustamed such a 
naortifyin^ disappointment on the Moselle, the 
French did not fail to take advanuge of their 
superiority in the Netherlands, where general 
d'Auverquerque was obliged to stand on the de- 
fensive. They invested Huy, and carried on 
their operations so vigorously, that in a few daya 
the garrison were obliged to surrender them- 
selves prisoners of war; then Villeroy undertook 
the reduction of Liege, and actually began his 
works before the citadel. Marlborough was no 
sooner informed of the enemy's progress than ha 
marched to Triers, where, in a council, it was 
resolved that the army should return to the Ne- 
therlands. The troops were in motion on the 
nineteenth of June, and marched with such expe- 
dition, that they passed the Maese on the first oay 
of July. Villcfoy having received advice of the 

• The duke of Marlborough finding himself obliged to 
retreat, sent a note with ati uniDeter Lo Villars, containing 
apology for decamping Do me the justice (said he) 
to believe that my retrettt is entirely owliiff to the failure 
of the prince or Baden; but that my esteem for yoo Is 
atiU giaaler than my reieatnient of ms eondiiQt." 

G 8 
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4nW$ approach, abandoned hh ttterprlse, andt 

mired to Tongeren, from whence he retreated 
within his lines, that reached from Marche aiuc 
Dames *on the Meuse, along the Mehaigne, ai 
fiir as Lenufve. Marlborough having joined 
d*Auverquerque, sent creneral Scholten with a 
detachment to invest Huy, and in a few days the 
garrison iorrendered at discretion* The English 
general, resolving to strike some stroke of im^ 
portance that should atone for his disappoint- 
ment on the MoseUe, sent general Hompesch to 
the Sutes, with a proposal for attacking the 
French lines; and obtained their permission td 
do whatever he should think proper for the 
good of the common cause. Then he explained 
tfie scheme in two successive councils of war, bjr 

which, at length, it was approved and resolved 
upon, though some Dutch generals declared them- 
selves against the undertaking. The enemy 
were posted akmg the lines, amounting to one 

hundred battalions and one hundred and forty- 
six squadrons. The allied army did not much 
exce^ thst number. In order to divide them^ 
d'Auverquerque made a false motion and passed 
the Mehaigne, as If he had intended to attack 
the lines about Me^elin. The stratagem sue* 
ceeded. The French weakened the other parts 
by stren^henlttg that which was on the side of 
the Gerbise towards Namur. The duke of Marl- 
borough having made the disposition, the army 
began to march in the night between the seven- 
teenth and eighteenth of July, in order to force 
a passage of the French lines at Heylesem, the 
^stle ai Wauge, and the viliaTOs of Wauge, 
Meerfaespen, and Oostmalen. These posts were 
taken with very little difficulty ; but before the 
infantry could come up, the enemy advanced 
With Atty squadrons and twenty battalions, and 
neg^an to fire from eight pieces of cannon with 
^Vla barwls, which^ cfid considerable execution* 
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The duke percemng that they were continually 
reinforced from the other parts of the lioesf or- 
dered borm ta cbargo their cairahy, wJUdi 
were aoon hnkm and routed; bul rallying ba* 
hind their infantry, interlined with foot, and 
joined by fresh squadrons, they advanced again 
towards the aUies^ who wew mw rosiauied hf 
their iafantry, and moved forwards to ranew tna 
charge. After a warm, though short engage- 
laent, the enemy's horse were defeated with 
great slaughter* TheinfantryiseebigthemsdiTei 
ibandoned in the piain, retreated m great die* 
order, between the villages of Heylesem and 
Goisteven^ where they were joined oy the rest 
of their army, and formed agwi in order of 
battles Meanwhile the duke of Marlborougtt 
ordered all his troops to enter the lines: and 
extended hU right towards the ereat Geete before 
Tirlemoat^ whore the enemy ha4 left the bat- 
talion of Montluc, which surrendered at discre* 
tion. In this action the confederates took the 
marquia d'Al^re and the count de Home, lieu^ 
tenant«>c^eneraS, one major-flreneralY two briga^ 
dier-generals, with many otner officers, and a 
great number of common soldiers; a large heap 
of standard^ four colours^ one pair of kettle* 
dramsi and ten {necea of c»non« In the acdon^ 
as the duke of Marlborough advanced to the 
charge at the head of several squadrons, a Ba- 
varian officer rode up to attack him sword ia 
hand; but m raking himself on Ins etimipa to 
strike with the greater advantaee, he fell from 
his horse, and was immediately slain. 

34. The body of troops commanded by moi^ 
iienr A^AUgre being thna defeated wiU^ httle or 
no loss to the confederates, the elector of Bava- 
ria and the mareschal de Villeroy passed the 
great Geete and the Deule, with great expedi- 
tkm, and took poesession of the stronr camp at 
Parck, tlieir left ea^tending to ]^>elaer, an4 
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their right to Wiaeselen against the height of 
Lottvaiii. Next day the duke of Marlborough 
marching through the plain of Parck, took 
twelve hundred prisoners, who could not keep 
pace with the rest of the enemy's forces ; and ia 
the evening he encamped mth the right at the 
abbey of Vliersbeck, and the left before Bier* 
beck, under the cannon of Louvain. He de- 
tached lieutenant-general Henkelum, the duke of 
Wirtemberg, and count Oxienstiern, with a con* 

siderable body of forces, to attack some posts on 
the Deule, which were slenderly guarded. Their 
advanced guard accordingly passed the river^ 
and repulsed the enemy ; but f6r want of timely 
support, they were obliged to pass it and retire. 
On the third of August baron Spaar, with a 
body of Dutch troops, marched to Raboth on 
the canal of Bruges, forced the French lines ar 
Lovendegen, and took four forts by which they 
were defended; but receiving advice that the 
enemy were on their march towards him, he 
retired to Mildegem, and carried with them 
several hostages, as security for the payment of 
the contributions he had raised. On the fif« 
teenth the duke moved from Mildert to Corbaias 
next day continued his march to O^enap, front 
whence he advanced to Fischermont. On the 
seventeenth general d*Auverquerque took the 
post of Waterlo ; and mxt da^ the confederate 
army was drawn up in order of battle before the 
enemy, who extended from Overysche, near the 
wood of Soignies, to Neerysche, with the little 
river Yscfae in their front, sO as to cover Brossele 
and Louvain. The duke of Marlborough pro* 
posed to attack them immediately, before they 
should recollect themselves from tneir consterna* 
tion ; and d'Auverquerque approved of the de* 
sign ; but it was opposed by general Schlangen<«i 
burg^ and other Dutch officers, who represented 
ftt in such a light to the deputies of the slate^^hat 
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they refused to concur in the execution. The 
duke being obliged to reUnquish the scheme^ 
wrote an expoetulatory letter to the states-gene- 
ral, complaining of their having withdrawn that 
confidence which they had reposed in him while 
he acted in Germany. This letter being pub- 
lished at the Hague, excited murmurs among the 
people, and the English nation were incensed at 
the presumption of the deputies, who wrote se- 
veral letters in their own justification to the 
•tates-graeral; but these had no effect upon the 
populace, by whom the duke was respected even 
to a degree of adoration. The States being ap- 
prised of the resentment that prevailed over all 
Sngland, and that the earl of Pembroke, lord* 
president of the council, was appointed as envoy- 
extraordinary to Holland, with instructions to 
demand satisfaction, thought proper to antici- 
pate his kmmey, by making snbmissions to the 
duke, ana removing Schlangenburg from his com- 
mand. The confederate army returned to Corbais, 
from whence it marched to Perwitz, where it 
ttcamped. The little town of Sout-Leeuwe, 
situated in the middle of a morass, and consti- 
tuting the chief defence of the enemy's lines, 
being taken by a detachment under tne com- 
mand of lieutenant-general Dedem, the duke 
ordered the lines from this place to Wasseigne 
to be levelled, and the town of Tirlemont to be 
dismantled; then passin? the Demer, he en- 
camped on the nineteenth day of September at 

Aerschot. About the latter end of the month 
he marched to Heventhals ; from hence the duke 
repaired to the Hague, where he had -several 
. conferences with the pensionary* In a few days 
he returned to the army, which decamping from 
Heventhals, marched to Clampthout. On the 
twenty-fourth day of October, the count de 
MmreUes invested Santvliet, wldch surrendered 
before ilie end of the mouth. 
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35. M tbU period the duke, in fioa9e%«eiice of 
pnmog letters from the emperor, set out for 

Vienna, in order to concert the operations of the 
ensuing campaign, and other measures of impor- 
littee, in which the concerns of the allies were 
interested. In his way he was magnificently eiw 
tertained by the elector Palatine, and him of 
Triers, and complimented by the magistracy of 
f rankfort, where he conferred with pnnce 
Louis of Baden« On the twdfth <rf November 
he arrived at Vienna, where he was treated with 
the highest marks of distinction and cordial 
friemlmip by their imperial nuuestiea* His son- 
in-law, tne earl of Sunderland^ had been sent 
thither as envoy-extraordinary; and now they 
conferred togetner with the emperor and boB 
ministers. They resolved to mainrain the war 
with redoubled vigour. The treaties were re- 
newed, and provision made for the security of 
the duke of Savoy. The emperor, in consider'*, 
ation of the duke s signal service to the house of 
Austria, presented him with a grant of the lord- 
ship of Mindelheim in Suabia, which was now 
^erected into a principality of the Roman empirew 
In his return with the earl of Sunderland he 
visited the courts of Berlin and Hanover, where 
he was received with that extraordinary respect 
which was due to his character; and arrived at 
the Hagne on the fourteenth day of December* 
There he settled the operations of the next cam- 
paign with the states*general, who consented to 
join England in maintaining an additional body 
of ten thousand meOf as a reinforcement to thiie 
army of prince Eugene in Italy. While the 
alUes were engaged in the si^^ of Santvliet, the 
elector of Bavaria sent a detachment, under the 
command of Don Marcello de GrimaMi, to in^ 

garrison of which were made 
|>ri80ners of wan 

36. On the Upper Rhine mareiehal ViUan 
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besieged and took Hombur^h, and passed the 
Rhine at Strasbnrg^ on the sixth day of Anguit; 
Prinee lAmh of Baden arriving in the camp of 

the Imperialists at Stolhoffen, not only obli^d 
him to retire, but having passed the river^ forced 
the French lines at Hagenau: then he reduced 
Druseaheim and Hagenau, but attempted no en^ 
terprise equal to the number of his army, al- 
thimgh the emperor had expostulated with him 
severely on his conduct, and he had now a fair 
opportunity of emulating the glory of Marlbo- 
rough, upon whom he looked witn the eyes of 
an envious rival. In Italy a battle was fought at 
Camio, between prince Eugene and the duke de 
Vendome, with dubious success. The duke de 
Feuillade reduced Chivas, and invested Nice, 
which, after an obstinate defence, surrendered 
in December, All the considerable placet be^ 
longing to the duke of Savoy were now taken, 
except Coni and Turin ; and his little army was 
reduced to twelve thousand men, whom he could 
hardly support. His dutcbess, his derry, and 
his subjects in general, pressed him to submit to 
the necessity of his affairs : but he adhered to 
the alliance with surprising fortitude* He with* 
stood the importunities of his dutchess, excluded 
all the bishops and clergy from his councils ; 
and when he had occasion for a confessor, chose 
a priest occasionally, either from the Dominicans 
or Franciscans. The campaign in Portugal be» 
gan with a very promising aspect. The allies 
iQvaded Spain by the different frontiers of Beyra 
and Aientejo. Their army, under the command 
of the Conde das Galveas, undertook the siege 
of Valencia d'Alcantara in May, and took it by 
assault : Albuquerque surrendered upon articles ; 
and then the troops were sent into quarters of 
refreshment. The marquis de las ^finas, who 
commanded the Portuguese in the province of 

Bqrra, reduced the town of Salva^terra, plun- 
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ctered and burned Sarca; but was obliged to 
wcire to Paaamacos at the aj^ifoach of the 
aiemy. Towards the end of September the 

confederates being reassembled, invested Bada- 

i'ox, hj the advice of the earl of Gal way » who 
oftt hu right hand by a camion baU, and was 
obliged to be carried off ; so that the conduct of 
the siege was left to general Fagel. He had 
made considerable progress towards the reduc- 
tion of the place^ when the marquis de Thess^ 
found means to throw in a powerful reinforce- 
ment ; and then the confederates abandoned the 
enterprise. The war continued to rage in Hun- 
gary with various success^ Ragotski^ thoogli 
frequently worsted, appeared still in arms, and 
ravaged the country, which became a scene of 
misery and desolation. In Poland the old car- 
dinal primate owned Stanislaus^ but died before 
the coronation, which was performed by the 
bishop of Cujavia. In the beginning of winter 
king Augustus had passed tmrough Poland ia 
di^^se to the Muscovite army, which was put 

under his command in Lithuania ; and the cam- 
paign was protracted through the whole winter 
season, notwithstanding the aeverity of the wea- 
ther in that northern cumate. In tne spring the 
Swedish general, Reinchild, obtained a complete 
victory over the Saxon army, which was either 
cut in pieces or taken, vnth their camp, baggage, 
and artillery : yet the war was not extinguished. 
The king of Sweden continued obstinately deaf 
to all proposals of peace, and was become as 
savage m his manners, as brutal in his revenge* 

37. At sea the arms of the allies were generally 
prosperous. Philip of Spain being obstinately 
bent upon retaking Gibraltar, sent mareschal de 
Thess^ to renew the siege, while de Pointis was 
ordered to block up the place by sea with his 
sguadron. These French officers carried on the 
ttege with such activity, that the prince of Hesse 
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disptched ao express 10 iisbon wkk a iaita^ 
domng sif Johtt Lnke to iniAiedigtely €0 
hk assistance. This admiral having been rein* 
forced from £iigland by sir Thomas Dilkes, with 
five shipa of the tine «ad a body ct troops, tet 
«ull immedhttelY ; andtMihtttettthdayof Mwdi 

descried five ships of war hauling out of the bay 
of Gibraltar. These were commanded by de 
P<natk in penon, to whom ib6 English admitsl 
gave chase. One of Aem tftti^ after ha^inf 
made a very slight resistance; and the rest ran 
ashore to the westward of Marbella, where they 
^ere ^wfied. Tte ViattAi^tig part of th# 
ffeoch M[nad»iii h«A hem bl^mn ttma thilr 

anchors, and taken shelter in the bay of Malaga ; 
but now they aiipped their eables, and made the 
best of tlieir way to Tonion* The marachal 
Thtswf, in consequence of this disaster, turned 
the siege of Gibraltar into a blockade, and with- 
drew the greats pan of his forces. While sir 
lohn Leake was empldyetl ki tine exi^tion, m» 
^3eorge Byng, who had been ordered to cruise 
in soundings for the protection of trade, took a 
«bip of forty pjLt^ fraa the enemy, together with 
twelve priirateerft, ikid eet«e teeeela lichly hndea 

from the West-Indies. 

S8. But the most eminent achievement of this 
summer, was the reduetiott ^ Bwedoaa, by the 
celebraiei eaart of Feteirboraugh and sir doadeiN 

ley Shovel, who sailed from St. Helens in the 
letter end of May with the English fleet, having 
oa board a body of five thousand baid forces ; 
ttid on ^ twenties of Itme arrived at Lisfbon ; 
where they were joined by sir John Leake and 
the Dutch admiral, AUemonde. In a council of 
war, they determined to put to tea with eight* 
ftnd^orty ships of the line, which should be sta^ 
fiened between Cape Spartel and the bay of 
Cadiz, in order to prevent the junction ot the 

Toulon md Brest s^uadrntii^ The prai«e ^ 
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Ibase-Darmstadt arriviag Inm G&caltar, ai» 
iiired kiiig Charles, that the provinee erf Catd- 

Ionia and the kingdom of Valencia were attached 
to his interest ; and his majesty being weary of 
Portu|^9 Mfolved to accompany the earl of 
Peterborough to Barceiooa* He accordingly 
embarked with him on board of the Ranelagh ; 
and the Aeet sailed on the twenty-eighth day of 
Jul the of CSaiwaj having reiiiforced them 
wita two regimeotf m Eoglim dragoons. At 
Gibrahar they took on board the English guards, 
and three ola regiments, in lieu of which thev 
two new-raised battalions. On the eleventa 
day of August they anchored in the bay of Altea, 
where the earl of Peterborough published a ma- 
nifesto in the Spanish language, which had such 
an effect, that aU the innalntante of the place^ 
the neighbouring villages, and adjacent maun* 
tains, acknowledged king Charles as their lawful 
sovereign, Thev sei^d the town of Denia for 
bis service ; and he sent thither a garrison of 
four hundred men under the command of maior« 
general Ramos. On the twenty-second they 
arrived in the bay of Barcelona : the troops 
were diasmbarked to the eastward of the cily* 
where they encamped in a strong situation, and 
were well received by the country people. King 
Charles landed anuost the acclamations of ao 
infinite multitude from the neighbouring towne 
and villages, who threw themselves at his feet, 
exclaiming, Long live the king and exhibited 
all the marks of the most extravagant jo^« The 
inhabitants of Barcelona were well amcted to 
the house of Austria, but overawed by a garrison 
of five thousand men under the duke de Popolit 
VelascQ, and other officers devoted to the interest 
of king PInlip. Considering the strength of 
such a garrison, and the small number of Dutch 
and English troops, nothing could appear more 

^^P^^f and da^gerout ttai| tb« design of 
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9iepng the place : yet this was proposed by the 
pruice of Hce i e D a np s t ad f ^ who eerwd in tlM 

expedition as a ^ekiateer, sttongly urged hj 
king Charles, and approved by the earl of Peter- 
borough and sir Cloudesley ShoveL The dtf 
was accordiogly invested on one side; bolt m a 
previoas step to the redaetion of it, they re* 
solved to attack the fort of Montjuic, strongly 
situated on a hill that commanded the city* The 
oMworka were taken by storm^ with the Joss of 
Ae gallant prince of Hesse^ who wae shot 



then the earl of Peterborough began to bombard 
the body of the fort; and a shell chancing ta 
Mi into the maganne of powder, blew it up, 
together with the governor and some of the 
best officers : an accident which struck such a 
terror into the garrisont that they surrendered 
withMft fftfther resistance. 

39. This great point being gained, the English 
general erected his batteries against the town, 
with the help of the Miquelets and seamen; the 
bonb ketchee b^an to §r% with such eaeoiliont 
that*in a few days the governor capitulated, and 
on the fourth day of October king Charles 
altered in triumph** All the other placea in 

* Voltaire, upon what authority we know not, tells us, 
that during the c^tulation the German aad Catalanlstt 
troops found means to climb over the ramparts into the 
city, and beran to commit the most barbarous excesses: 
the Ticeroy complained to Peterborough that his soldiers 
had taken an unfair advantage of the treaty, and were 
actually employed iu burning, plundering, murdering* . 
and violating the InhabitanU. The earl replied^ ** They 
most then be the troops of the prince of Hesse : allow 
me to enter the city with my English forces ; I will save 
it from ruin; oblige the Germans to retire, and march 
back again to our present situation/' The viceroy trusted 
fais honour, and forthwith admitted the earl with Ms 
troops. He soon drove out the Germans and Catalonians. 
after having obliged them to quit the plunder thev had 
taken ; and by accident he rescued the dutchess of Pppoll 
from the hands of two brutal soldiers, and delivered her 
to her husband. Having thus appeassd the tumol^, sen 

dfiv^od the lionrois efl^^ ^fimsi be vctwiMd te Idf 
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CSataloma dtQlared for him^ eic^t Roses: so 
tlmt the largest aad nchett pnyfinee of Speia 

was conquered with an army scarce double the 
number of the garriaon of Barcelona. King 
Cfaertoi wrote a i^ter with his own hand to the 
queen of Ei^fiand, ooniaiaing a dttnmttaiitiai 
detail of his affairs, the warmest expressiom of 
acknowledgment, and the highest encomiums oa 
her tu<qeets, parttodariy tht earl o£ Peterbo* 
rou^ In a eoonctl of war it was detemined 
that the king and the earl should continue in 
CataI<Miia with the land forces ; that sir Cloudee- 
Shovel shooid fetnm to £ngland( Aat fiw- 
suid-twenty English and fifteen Dutch ships of 
war should winter at Lisbon, under the com- 
mand -of sir John Leake and the Dutch rear<^ 
aKlmitaly Wastenaer ; aoad that four English mad 
two Dutch frigates should remain at Barcelona. 
Don Francisco de Vdasco was transported to 
Malaga with about a thousand men of hU geori* 
•oot the Test ToluntarBy^ engaged in the semee 
of king Charles, and six other regiments were 
raised by the states of Catalonia. The count de 
Ciftientea» at the head of the Miquelett and 
tahm attached to the house of Austtia, aeomd 
Tarragonia, Tortosa, Lerida, San-Mattheo, Oi« 
ronne, and other places. Don Raphael Nevat^ 
fovol^g ffon Philip with his whole regiaMUt 
of hom, joined general Ramoe at Deida, and 
made themselves masters of several places of im- 
portance in the kingdom of Valencia. Flushed 
with such unexpectM success they penetrated to 
the capital of the same name, which they sur- 
prised, together with the marquis de Villa- 
Garcia^ the viceroy, and the archbishop* These 
advantages, however, were hot properly im* 
ptwred. The court of Charles was divided intd 

ISi"^^^ station, leaving the inhabitants of Barcelona 
raazecl at such an instance of magnanimity and modera- 

Btt«?Jl-£S®P*® whom they had bssA taumt to consider 
iBSvt savage bio^bitf laa^^ * 
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factiocB, and so much time lost in ditputety iba^ 
die enenw sent a body of «a: thimiand men inl# 

the kingaom of Videncia, under the command of 
the Conde de las Torres, who forthwith inytil* 
ed San Mattheo, guarded by colonel Jones at 
the hcaid of fire Inmdred Adiquelett. Thia \mmg 
a place of great consequence, on account of its 
sitaation, the earl of Peterborough marched 
thither with one thousand infantry^ and two 
hundred dragoons; and hf means of fe^ed 
intelligence artfully conveyed to the Conde, in- 
duced that general to abandon the siege with 
precipitation, in the aj^rehension of being sui^ 
aenly attadced by a eoittideralde araiif« PctMi* 
borough afterwards took possession of Nules, 
and purchasing horses at Castillon de la Plana, 
began to form a body of cavalry, vriiich did 
|rood service in the tequd. Having assembled m 
Bttle army, consisting of ten squadrons of horse 
and dragoons, and four baitaUons of regular 
troops, with about tbfee thousand mftUiia, he 
smehed to Molviedfo, vriiidi was •suneodeMd 
to him by the governor, brigadier Mahoni. Be* 
tween this officer and the duke d'Arcm, the 
Spanish general, he excited auch jealousies bf 
mat of anifiees, not altogether justifiable even in 
war, that the duke was more intent upon avoid* 
iag the supposed treachery of MsUioni than 
iipcm imemipting the eail'e mwch to Valencia^ 
where the mhabitants expressed uneimunon 
marks of joy at his arrival. About this period a 
very obstinate action happened at St* Istevan de 
litera, vrhere the chevalier d'iUfeldt, vvith nine 
squadrons of horse ind dragoons, and as many 
battalions of French infantry, attacked colonel 
Wills at the head of a small detachment; but 
thii last being supported by Meutcnant-ffenend 
Cunningham, vrho viras mortally wounded in the 
engagement, repulsed the enemy, though three 
timea hit number^ with the loss of f oujr hundred 
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nen k^ed upon the spot « The troops on both 
tides fought widi the most desperate valour, 

keeping up their fire until the muzzles of their 
pieces met, and charging each other at the point 
of the baycnet* The on^ misfortune that at* 
tended the English arms in the course of this 
year, was the capture of the Baltic fleet home- 
warcUbound with their convoy of three ships of 
war, which were taken by the Dunkirk squads 
ron under the command of the count de St. Paul, 
though he himself was killed in the engagement. 
When an account of this advantage was comma* 
sicated to ti^ French king, he replied with a 
sigh, ** Very well, I wish the ships were safe 
again in any English port, provided the count 
*^ de St* Paul could be restored to life/' Aita 
the death of the famous du Bart, this officer wO* 
counted the best seaman in France. 

40. The kingdom of England was now wholly 
engrossed by the election of members for the 
new parliament* The mries exerted themselvee 
with great industry, and propagated the cry of 
the church's being in danger; a cry in which 
the jacobites joined with great fervour; but, 
notwithstanding all their rabrts in wonb and 
writing, a majority of whigs was returned ; and 
now the lord Grodolphin,who,had hitherto main* 
tained a neutrality, thought proper openly to 
eountenance that faction. By his interest co« 
operating with the influence of the dutchess of 
Marlborough, sir Nathan Wright was deprived 
of the great seal, which was committed to Mr. 
William Cowper, with the title of lord*keepen 
This was a lawyer of good extraction, superior 
talents, engaging manners, and eminence in his 
profession. He was staunch to wbi^ principles^ 
and for many years had been considered as one 
of their best speakers in the house of commons. 
The new parliament meeting on the twenty-fifth 

oay of October, a violent contest arose about 
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die choice of a speaker. Mr. Bromley was sap- 
ported by the tories, and the whigs proposed 

Mn John Smith, who was elected by a tnajoriiy 
of 'forty-three voices. H»e qu^n in her speecn 
rep^resented the necesnty of acting vitormisly 
ampins! France, as a common enemy to the Ifter* 
ties of Europe : she commended the fortitude of 
the duke of Savoy, which she said was without 
example : she told them her intention waa to ex* 
pedite commisaons for treating of an union with 
Scotland ; she earnestly recommended an union 
of minds and afl^tions among her people : she 
observed, that some persons had endeavoured to 
foment animosities, and even suggested in print, 
that the established church was in danger; she 
affirmed that such people were enemies to her 
and to the kingdom, and meant only to eovw 
designs which they durst not publicly own, by 
endeavouring to distract the nation with unrea- 
sonable and groundless distrusts and jealousies: 
she declared she would always afieetionatelv 
support and countenance the church of Englana, 
as by law established: that she would inviolably 
maintain the toleration, that she would promote 
jnriigion and virtue, encourage trade, and every 
thing else that might make them a happy and 
flourishing people. 

41* The majority in both houses now professed 
tlie same principles, and were well disposed to 
support the queen in all her designs. They first 
presented the usual addresses, in the warmest 
terms of duty and aflfection« Then the com- 
mons drew op a second, assmring her they would, 
to the utmost of their power, assist her in bring- 
ing the treaty of union to a happy conclusion. 
They desired that the proceedings of the last 
sefsion of parliament, relating to the union and 
SHpcession, might be laid before the house. The 
lords had solicited the same satisfaction; and lier 

majeity premised tp comply with their request* 
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ThiSt lower hottie having beard and decided m 
Mme caaet of controverted. electioiUt proceeded 
to lake into consideration the eninaatea for the 

service of the ensuing year, and granted the ,8up« 
plies without hesitation^ In the house of iord^ 
rnbUe the queen was presrat* lord Haversham^ 
mt the end of a Ion|^ speech, in which he reflect- 
ed upon the conduct of the duke of Marlbo- 
rough, both .on the Moselle and i|i Brabant, 
moved forw address to desire her majesty would 
invite the presumptive heir to the crown of Eng- 
land to come and reside in the kingdom. This 
motion was f^arnestly supported by the duke of 
^iichingbani, the eark of Rochesler^Nottii^faain 
and Anglesea* They said there was no method 
so effectual to secure the succession, as that of 
the successor's beUi0 upon the spot) ready to asf 
sume and maintain his or her right a^atnit any 
pretender; and they observed, that in former 
times, when the throne of England was vacant, 
the first comer had. always succeeded m his pre* 
tmsions. The proposal was^Mhemently opposed 

by the whigs, who knew it was disagreeable to 
the queen, whom they would not venture to dis- 
oblige. Th^ ari^uedy that a rivalry between 
the two courts might produce distractions^ and 
be attended with very ill consequences, and ob- 
terved, that the princess Sqphia had expressed a 
full satisfaction m the assurances of the queen, 
who had promised to maintain her title. The 
question being put, was carried in the negative 
by a great majority* The design of the toriesia 
making; this motionwas, to bring the other party 
into disgrace either with the queen or with the 
people. Their joining in the measure would 
* have ^iven umbrage to their sovereign ; and, by 
opposmg it, they ran the risk of incuning the 
public odium, as enemies to the protestant sucp 
cession; but the pretence of the tories was so 

thin^ the nation saw throiudli iti and the sole 
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efiect the motion produced, was the queen's 
reseaiment agamt the whole party. Burnett 
bbhop of Sarmn, proposed, that provision mijftiC 
be made for maintaiDing the public quiet in the 
interval between the queen's decease, and the ar- 
rival af successor : the motion was secoodad 
by the lord-treasmer : and a bill, brought* in for 
the better security of her majesty's person and 
government, and of the succession to the crown 
of England. By. this act a regency was zpp<Ai^ 
-ed of the seven persons ^t should possess the 
offices of archbishop of Canterbury, lord-chan- 
cellor or iord-keeper^ lord-treasurer, lord-pre« 
sident, lord privj^seal, lard high^adioiiral, and 
the lord chief justice of the queen's bench. Their 
business was to proclaim the next successor 
through the kingdom of England^ and join with 
a caitatn nmdier of persons nainad as regents 
by the successor, in three lists to be sealed up 
and deposited with the ar.chbishop of Canter- 
bury, the lord^keeper, and the ministry resi- 
dentiary of Hanover. It was enacted, that th^ 
joint regencies should conduct the administra- 
tion : that the last parliament, even though dis- 
•ohredt should reassemble, and continue sitting 
for six months after the decease of her majesty. 
The bill met with a warm opposition from the 
tories, and did not pass the upper house without 
a protest. It was still further obstructed in the 
house of commons even by some ci the whig 
party, who were given to understand that the 
princess Sopliia had expressed an inclination to 
reside in England. Exceptions were likewise 
taken to that clause in the bill, enacting, that the 
last parliament should be reassembled. They 
affirmed, that this was inconsistent with part of 
the act by which the succession was at first 
•ettled ; for, sunong other Kmttaticms, the parlia- 
ment had provided, that when the crown should 
devolve to the house of Hanover, no man, who 
Vol* IL H 
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bftdetdier place or pension, should be capable 
of sitting in the bouse of commom, Ailer te* 
diouft diiputes and iMakms allCTcatkmg^ th^ 
agreed that a certain number of offices should 
be specified as disqualifying places* This self- 
deajring clause, and some other ameadmeoCSi 
prodaced cQ&ferences between the two faouseti 
and at length the Inll passed by their mutual 
assent. Lord Havcrsham moved for an inquiry 
iato the iBiscaniages of the last (uimpaiga^lu^Miig 
to find some fcMuidatiGii Ant eensore in die con^ 

duct of the duke of Marlborough ^ but the pro- 
posal was rejected as invidious ; and the two 
bouses prearated an address to tbe ^leen, de* 
•imig she would presenre a goodcorretpoodence 
among all the confederates. They likewise con- 
curred in repealing the act hj woich the Scots 
ittid been alienated^ and all toe noetbem cooop 
ties alaemed with the apprdiension of a ruptniw 
between the two nations. .The lord Shannon 
aiad brigadier St^ho]:^ arriving with an account 
of die expedition to Catalonia, tbe queen conii* 
mnnieatea tbe good news in a spe^di to botb 
houses, expressing her hope that they would 
enaUe ber to pcosecute the advantages .which 
ber iur»s bad acqmwd. The cooimens* were so 
well fdeased wttb the lidiogSy that they forth* 
with granted two hundred and fifty thousand 
pounds for ber jnajesly's proportion in the ex» 
p^ce ef prosecuting tbe soccessescibeady g«o* 
ed by king Charles III. for the recovery of the 
monarchy of Spain to the house of Austria, On 
ihe biteeotb day of Novanher^ the queen gave 
iba rofal assent to. an act for eabibiting a bUl to 
naturalize the princess Sophia, and the issue of 
ber body. 

42. These measures being taken, the sixth day 
of Becember was appoint^ for inquiring ilito 
<*«gers to which the tories affirmed the 

mirch wa6 ex^osed^ and the ^ueen au^ndedin 
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peffon, to bear the deheif^ on thk iiil«miiii|^ 

•subject. The earl of Rochester compared the 
expressions io the quo^en's" speech the begin* 
mog of tlm sesttoarfeo the Um esacied pk tlMr 
.reign of Charles II« denounctiig the penalties of 
treason against those who should call the king a 
^|iapist: for which reason^ he said, he always 
-thottj^ him of %im persiiasioil. He affirmed 
that the church's danger arose from the act of 
security in Scotland, the absence of the successor 
4o the crown, and the practice of occasional 
cmifoniuty« He was answered by lovd Halifat^ 

who, by way of recrimination, observed that 
king Charles II. was a Roman catholic, at least 
his brother declared him a papist after his deaih: 
that his brother md successor was a known Ro* 
man catholic, yet the church thought herself se- 
cure; and those patriots who stood up in its de- 
fence were discountenanced and punished : nay, 
when the successor ascended the throne, and the 
church was apparently in the most imminent 
, danger, by the high commission court and ochey-^ 
wise, the nation was then indeed generally alarm* 
cd ; and every body knew who sat in that raurt, 
and entered aeeply into the measures which were 
then pursued. Compton, bishop of Xiondon, de-^ 
dared that the church was in danger, from pro* 
faneness, irreligion, and the Hc^tiousness of 
the press. He complained, that sermons were 
fureached wherein rebellion was couotenancfidt 
-and resistance to the higher poinrers encouraged* 
He alluded to a sermon preached before the lord 
mayor, by Mr. Hoadly, now bishop of Winches- 
ter. Burjilli of Sarum said the bishop of Lon- 
don was the last man who ought fo compli^n of 

that sermon ; for if the doctrine it contained was 
not good, he did not know what defence his 
Jordslup could make for his appearing in arms at 
Nottingham. He affirmed the church would be 
always subject to prof^eness and tpeligion^ 



Digitized by Google 



148 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 1705. 

but that they were not now so flagrant as they 
usually had been: he said the society set up for 
teformation in London, and other cities, had 
contributed considerably to the suppression of 
vice: he was sure the corporation for propa« 
l^ating the gospel had dcHie a great deal to\nrd$ 
instructing men in religion, by giving greftt num- 
bers of books in practical divinity; by erecting 
libraries in country parishes; by sending many 
able divines to the foreign plantations, and found» 
ing schools to breed up children in the christian 
knowledge; though to this expence very little 
had been contributed by those who appeared so 
wonderfully zealous for the church. The arch- 
bishop of York expressed his apprehension of 
clanger from the increase of dissenters; parti- 
cularly from the many academies they had insti- 
tuted : he moved, that the juc^^es might be con- 
sulted with respect to the laws that were in force 
against such seminaries, and by what means they 
might be suppressed* Lord Wharton moved^ 
that the judges mig^t also be consulted about 
means of suppressing schools and seminaries held 
by non-jurors; in one of which the sons of a 
noble lord in that house had been educated. To 
this sarcasm the archbishop replied, that his sons 
were indeed taught by Mr. Ellis, a sober, vir- 
tuous man; but that when he refused the oath of 
abjuration, they were immediately withdrawa 
from his instructions. Lord Wharton proceeded 
to declare, that he had carefully perused a pam- 
phlet entitled—" The Memorial," which was 
said to contain a demonstration that the church 
was in danger ; but alt he could learn was, that 
the duke of Buckingham, the earls of Rochester 
and Nottingham^ were out of place : that he re- 
membered some of these noblemen sat in the 
high commission court, and then made no 
.complaint of the church's being in danger. 
Pufickg^ bishop Ely, complained of tbe 
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Iieat and 'paisioa nonifesced hj the gentkmett 

belonging" to the universities, and of the un« 
dutiful behaviour of the clergy towards their 
bishops. He was seconded by Hough of IJtcb» 
field and Coventry, who added^ that the infe^ 
rior clergy calumniated their bishops, as if they 
were in a plot to destroy the church, and had 
eompounded to be the last of their order. 
Hooper of Bath and Wells expatiated on the in^ 

vidious distinction implied in tiie terms " High 
^ Church," and "Low Church." The duke of 
JLeeds asserted, that the church could not be safe, 
without an act against occasional conformity. 
Lord Somers recapitulated all the arguments 
which liad been used on both sides of the ques- 
tion : he declared his own opinion was, thai the 
nation was happy nnder a wise and just adminis* 
tratlon : that for men to raise groundless jea* 
lousies at that juncture, could mean no less than 
an intention to embroil .the people at home, and 
defeat the glorious designs of the allies aluroad* 
The debate being finished, the question was put, 
whether the church of England was in danger, 
and carried in the negative by a great majority ; 
^en the house resolved^ that the church cf Eng- 
land as by law established, which was rescued 
from the exfremest danger by king William III, 
of glorious memAry,.is now, by God's blessing, 
- under the happy reign of her majesty, in a xnost 
safe and flourishing condition ; and that whoever 
goes about to suggest or insinuate that the* 
qhurch is in danger, under her majesty s admi- 
nistration, is an ene^y ^ the queen, the church, 
and the kingdom. Neitt day the commons con» 
curred in this determination, and joined the lords 
in an address to Uie queen, communicating this 
resolution^ beseeclJng her to take etFectual mea* 
s^res for making it public; and also for punish- 
ing the authors and spreaders of the seditious 

a^d scandalous x^oru jh§ chvirck'^ being in 
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cbnger. Sbe acconttngly iwwdia'praclimiati^^ 

conraining the resolution of the two houses, and 
ofl'ering' a reward for discovering the author of 
llie Meoiorial of the Church of £ng^and» and for 
apprehending David Edwards, a professed pa^i^ 
pist, charged upon oath to be the printer and 
publisher of that libel. 

43. After a short adjoimiment, a committee of 
the lower house presented the thanks of 'tiie 

commons to the duke of Marlborough, for his 
great services performed to her majesty and the 
nation in the last campaign, and for his prudent 
negotiations with her allies. This nobleman was 
in such credit with the people, that when he 
proposed a ioaa of five hundred thousand pounds 
to the emperor, upon a branch of his revenue itt 
Silesia, the money was advanced immediately hf 
the merchants of Loudon. The kingdom was 
blessed with plentv : the ^pieen was universaily 
befldved : the people in general were seulous fo# 

the prosecution of the war : the forces were well 
paid : the treasury was punctual ; and, thoujg^ a 
great quantity of coin was exported for the main** 
tenance of the war, the paper currency supplied- 
the deficiency so well, that no murmurs were^ 
heard^ and the public credit flourished both at 
home and abro^. All the funds being estaAK 

lished^ one in particular for two millions and a 
half by way of annuities for ninety-nine years, 
at six and a half per cent, and all the bills having 
i%<ieived the royal assent, the queen went to the 
house of peers on the nineteenth day of March, 
where, having thanked both houses for the re- 
peated instances of their aflFection which she had 
rticeived, she prorogued the parliament to the 
twenty-first day of May following. The new 
convocation, instead of imitating tne union and 
harmony of the parliament, re^v^ the divisioiii 
t>y which the former had been distracted, and^ 
»e liWi bouses seemed to act with more dittel^ 
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milled rancour against each other. The upper 
house havmg drawn up a warm address of 
lhaiika to Am queen, for her affectionate care of 

the church, the lower house refused to concur; 
nor would they give any reason ior their dissent. 
They prepnred another in a di^rent strain, 
iriiich was rejected by the archbishop.^ Then 
they agreed to divers resolutions, asserting their 
right of having what they offered to the upper 
' house recd^ed by bis grace and their lordships* 
ki consequence of this dissension the address was 
dropped, and a stop put to all further communis 
cation between the two houses. The dean of 
F^erborough protested against the irregularitiea 
of the lower house. The queen, in a letter to 
the archbishop, signified her resolution to main* 

tain her anptesiacy, and the due^ subordination 
of l^esbjrtera to bishope. She expressed her hope 

that he and his suffragans would act conformably 
to her resolution, in which case they might be 
assured the continuance of her favour an<l 
protections dbe reqnired him to impart this 
declaration to the bishops and cler^yy, and to 
prorogue the convocation to such time as sboukt 
appear moat convenient. When he communis 
cated this letter to the lower house, the memberi 
were not a little confounded : nevertheless, they 
would not comply with the prorogation, but 
continued to ait, in defiance of her majesty^a 
pleasure. 

44. The eyes of Great Britain were now turned 
upon a transaction of the utmost consequence tq 
the whole island; namely^ the treaty for an union 
of the two kingdoms of England and Scotland. 
Hie queen having appointed the commissioner^^ 

• Amon^ other bills passed during this session, was ftfi 
a^ for abridiiiDg and reforming some pioceedtngs id the 
cammoa taw siid fft ehancerj. 

The English commissioners were, Thomas lord arch. 
BMbop W Canterbury; William Cowp r, lord keeper of 

Oa aia a t at a U J^hji |ord>awlibWigy of S^H^ iarf 
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M both sides, they Miet on the sixteendi dav of 

April, in the council-chamber of the Cockpit 
near Whitehall, which was the place appointed 
for the conferences. Their cominissions beinj^ 
opened and read by the respective secretaries^ 
and introductory speeches being- pronounced by 
the lord-keeper of England, and the lord chan- 
celku* of Scotland, tbe^ agi^ to certain preli* 
minary articles, importing, that all the proposals 
should be made in writing; and every point, 
when agreed, reduced to writing : that no points 
should be obligatory, till all matters should be 
adjusted in such a manner as would be proper to 
be laid before the queen and the two parliaments 
for their approbaticm : that a committee should 

Goflolpliin. lord-hi^h-treasurer of England : Thomas earl 
ot Pembroke and Montgomery, president of tlie council; 
John duke uf Newcastle, keeper of the privy-scal ; Wil- 
liam duke of Devonshire, steward of the household; 
Charles duke of Somerset, master of the horse; Charles 
duke of BoUon, Charles earl of Sunderland, Evelyn earl 
of Kinjfston, Charles earl of Carlisle. Edward earl of Or- 
ford. Charles viscount Townshend, Thomas lord Whartpn, 
Kalpli lord Grey. John lord Powlet. John lord Somers, 
Charles lord Hahfax, Wiltiam Cavendish marquis of Har- 
Sinfltoa, John Manners marcicdMi of Granby; sir Charles 
iledffes and Robert flarley, principal secretaries ot state; 
John Smith: Henry Boyle, chancellor of the exchequer; 
sir John Holt, chieyustice of the queen's bench; sir 
Thomas Trevor, chief-justice of the common pleas; m 
Edward Koithey, attomey-gaieral; sir Simon Harcourt, 
aolicitor-sener^l ; sir John Cook;..ttii<l Stephen Waller, 
doctor of laws,— The Scottish commissioners were, James 
earl of Seafield, lord-chancellor of Scotland ^ Jarnes duke 
of Qaeensberry, lord-privy-seal; John earl ot Mar, and 
Hugh earl of Loudon, principal secretaries ot state; John 
earl of Sutherland. Johii etW of Morton. I^vid earl of 
Wemys. DavWoarl of Leven, John earl of SUir. Arc uba d 
earl of Roseberry, David earl of Glasjrow, lord Archibald 
• Campbrll. Thomas visconnt Duphn, lord William Ross, sir 
Hu v»li Dalrymple, president of the session; Adam Cock- 
burn, ot Ormistoun. lord justice-clerk; s»r Rohm Dundaa^^ 
of Arnistonn, Robert Stuart, of Tlllicnitriej lords ot the 
session; Mr. Francis Montgomery, one of the commission- 
MS of, the creasury : sir David Dalrymple, one of her ma- 
Jo5tv*s .solicitors; sir Alexander Ogilvie, receiver-general; 
sir Patrick Jolmston, provost of Edinburgh; sir Jam la 
lollet, of JiouiuU; G( or«e Lockhart, of CarowathiWiU 
m Morrison* ofPetgon?ranee; Alexander Grant; wH- 
m Seton, oF Pitmidden ; John Clerk, of Pennycofk; 
>sb Montgomeiy, Daniel Stsart, and Bamel CampMl. 
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be appointed from each commi»aion, torevUe the 
minutes of what might pass, bciore they should 
be iaserted in the boolQ» hy the respeodve %eQt^ 
larie« ; and th9t aU the proceeduQigs duriiig the 
treaty should be kept secret. The Scots were 
inclined to a fcederal union, like that of the 
Uaited Provioceft; hut the Eogh&h were hwt 
upon aa incorporatiaii^ 8Q that no ScoUMli pai^ 
liament should ever have power to repeal the 
articles of the treaty. The lord keeper proposed 
lhat the two kiogdom^ oi £agUod and $ix>tlaod 
should l>e for ever united into ome Mahn, by ihe 
name of Great Britain : that it shooid be repre- 
sented by one and the same parliament ; and, 
that the succession of this monarchy^ £aiJiotg of 
lieirt of her majesty's body, should be according^ 
to the limitations mentioned in the act of parlia- 
ment passed in the reign of king W'tiiiam^ imi- 
^uled, an act for the further linutatum of ttifi 
,crown» and the better securing the^ rights and 
liberties of the subject. The Scottish commit 
sioaers, in order to comply in some mea.'juru with 
the popular clamour of their natiqn^ presented a 



crown of Scothnd should be established upon 
the same persons mentioned in the act of king 
William's reign: that the subjects of Scotlaqd 
should for ever enjoy all the rights and privilege 
of the natives in England, and the dominions 
thereunto belonging; and, that the subjccta of 
England should enjoy the like rights and privi« 
leg^ in Scotland: that there should be a free 
.communication and intercourse of trade and na* 
vigation between the two kingdoms, and planta* 
tions thereunto belonging; and that all laws and 
statutes in either kinedom« contrary to the terms 
. of this union, should be repealed. The JEngliiib 
commissioners declined entering into any consi- 
derations upon these proposals, declaring them- 

jelvef fplly cQuvinced rhat uoihij;^ j^t 
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union could settle a perfect and lasting friendriiip 
between the two kingdoms. The Scots acqui« 
need in this reply, and both sides proceeded 
in the treitty, without any otiwr intervening dt9» 
pute. They were twice visited by the queen, 
who exhorted them to accelerate the articles oT a 
'treaty that would prove so advantageous to both 
Idngdoms. At length they were finished, ar» 
^ ranged, and mutually signed, on the twenty- 
second of July I and next day presented to her 
majesty, at the palace of St, James's, by the lord 
keeper, in the name of the English commissioii* 
ers: at the same time a sealed copy of the instru- 
ment was likewise delivered by the lord chancel- 
lor of Scotland; and each made a short oration 
on the subject, to which the queen returned a 

Tery gracious reply. That same day she dictated 
an order of council, that whoever snould be con- 
cerned in any discourse or libel, or in laying 
wagers relating to the union, should be prose* 

cuted whh the utmost rigour of the law. 

45. In this famous treaty it was stipulated, that 
the succession to the united kingdom of Great 
Britidn should be vested in the princess Sophia, 
and her heirs, according to the acts already 
passed in the ]:)arliament of England: that the 
united kingdom should be represented by one 
and the *ame parliament i that all the subjects of 
Great Britain should enjoy a communication of 
privileges and advantages; that they should have 
the same allowances, encouragements, and draw* 
backs ; and be nnder the same prohttsitions, re* 
strlctions, and regulations, with respect to com- 
merce and customs : that Scotland should not be 
charged with the temporary duties on some cer- 
tain commodilies ; that the sum of three hundred 
and ninety-eight thousand and eighty *five pounds 
ten shillings, should be granted to the Scots, as 
an equivalent for such parts of the customs and 

excise '^rged upon that ktngdoniy in coose- 
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quence of the union, as would be applicable* to 
U»e payment of the debts of £ngland, according 
tx> me proportion which the eostOAM aikl excise 
of Scotland bore to those of England : that» as 
the revenues of Scotland might increase, a fur- 
tlier equivalent should be allowed for such pro* 
fMirtion of the «aid increase, as should be appli* 

cable to the payment of the debts of England : 
that the sum to be paid at present, as well as 
the monies arising from the future eauivatents, 
should be employed in reducing the com of Scot« 

land to the standard and value of the English 
coin; in paying o& the capital stock and interest 
due to the proprietors of the African compsmy, 
which should be immediately dissolt^ ; in disp* 
charging all the public debts of the kingdom of 
Scotland; in promoting and encouraging manu* 
iactures and fisheries, under the direction Of 
commissioners to be appc^ted* by her majesty, 

and accountable to the parliament of Great Bri- 
tain : that the laws concerning public right, po- 
licy, and civii government, should be the same 
throughout itie whole united kingdom; but that 

fio alteration should be made in laws which con- 
cerned private right, except for evident utility of 
the subjects within Scotkuid : that the court of 
Assiim and altotber courts of judieature in SeoC* 

land, should remain as then constituted by the 
laws of tliat kinn^dom, with the same authority 
and priviUges as before the union; subject, no» 
vertheless, to such regulations as should be made 
by the parliament of Great Britain : that all he- 
ritable offices, superiorities, heritable jurisdic- 
tions, offices lor hfe, and jurisdictions for life^ 
should be reserved to the-owners, as rights and 
property, in the same manner as then enjoyed by 
the laws of Scotland : that the rights and privi- 
leges of the royal boroughs in Scotland should 
rraiain entire after the union: that Scotland should 
be represented in the partianiem of Great Bri- 
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Uio bj sixteen peers and forty^five common ers^^ 
to be elected in sttds a maaner as sfacndd be 

settled by the present parliament of Scotland : 
that all peers of Scotland, and the successors to 
their hoooars and dignities^ should^ irom and 
afker the vnioii^ be peecs of OMat Bmam, and 

should have rank and precedency next and im* 
mediately after the English peers of the like 
orders and degrees at the time of the mdoa; and 
before aH peers of Orisat Britain of die liice 
orders and degrees, who might be created after 
the union : that they should be tried as peers of 
Great Britain^ and enjoy aU pciTilegea of peera^ 
as Mir as enjoyed by the peers of England, es» 
cept tne right and privilege of sitting in the 
bouse of lords, and the privileges depending 
tberedttt and partieularly the ^ right of sitdng 
Upon the trials of peers : that the crown, sceptre, 
and sword of state, the records of parliament, 
and all other records^ roUs* and registers what* 
soever, dbonkl aitll remain as they were, within 

that part of the united kingdom called Scotland : 
that all laws and statutes in either kingdom, so 
far as they might be OMMsteot with the terms of 
tiiew articles, ^nld cease add be deobwed imd 
by the respective parliaments of the two kIf^^ 
doms.r-*Such is the substance of that treaty of 
union whidi was so eagerly coweed by the Sngi* 
lisli aMnisit% and proved so unpalatable to the 
generality of the Scottish nation. 

A. 



A- 



a- 



« * I ' 4 ■ 



Digitized by 



170^* 



CHAP. iX. 

I. BaUie Ramillies^ in which the French are 
defeated.,. 2. The siege of Barcelona raised by the 
Mn^iMk Jiui^^Am JPrim/e. Mugene obtaim a cam* 
plete viiiotjf iwr Me Frmek ai Tmrm^4* Sjr 
Claudedey Shovel sails with a reinforcement to 
Charles king of £/>ain...5. The king of Sw^dm 
wi0rcke$ inia SaanMiy»##6« Tiie French king 4e» 
iMMb conferences far a peace. 7. Meetit^ of 
the Scottish parliame)it>..8. Violent opposition to 
the union. .3. The ScoU in general averse to the 
treafy^.iO, JVhich i$ meccfiMese cmfirmed m 
1keirparliemieni...\\. Proceedings in the En^ish 
parliament... 1 2. T^e commons approve of the ar-» 
tides^af ihe ^n^im..AS. The lords pass a bill for 
HeemMOtity of the ciurck ^ England. ArgumeniB 
used against the articles of the unionm»A4. IVhich^ 
however^ are confirmed by act of parliament. •AS. 
The pariiament renved by prockmaHan.mAS^ 
The fueen ^ktes asuUenee io a Mmeetmiie emh^ 

bassador.^AT, Proceedings in convocation.. AB. 
' France threatened loitk total ruin.. .19. The alliee 
JM dialed «t Atmama.^.90. ifmueeee^ a^ 
tempe nptm TonUem^.JiU Sir Oondesleif Shevet 

turecked on the rocks of Scilly. JVeakness of the 
emperor on the Upper Rhine.. t22. Interview be^ 
tweem ihe king of Smden and the duke ef MaH^ 
borough... 23. Inactive campaign in the Nether^ 
lands. . .24. Harley begins to form a parti/ against 
the duke of Marlborough . « .26. The nation discon^ 
Unied fckh the whig fiiiniet9^.^JSe. MMng of 
the first British parliament... 27. Inquiry inte 
the state of the war in Spain. ..28. Gregg^ a clerk 
in tke eeoret&rjf^e t^ghe^ deiemd in a corresjjon^ 
dmee with tk§ minMt9..^99. Marley 

resigns his emptoffments...^. The pretender em* 
iarki at Jhmkirk far ^cotiand.^Ji\. Hie design 
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is defeated... Slate of the nation at that period 
Farliavieni dissolved •^•^'h. The French 
mrprm Gheni ami Bmg^...S5. They are ron^ 
ed at (huknarde.^.^S. The alUes inveti Zisle... 

. 37. 2 hey defeat a large body of French forces at 
IVyng^^UUe. The elector of Bavaria attacks 
JBru$sd$.^JQ%. JLiile Mrrender&d. Oitent taken^ 

' and Bruges abandoned... 99^ Gaaqaei^iof Mimofr^ 
ca by general Stanhope...^. Rupture between the 
pope and tlie em})eror...4l. Death of prince 

- (^>rge of Denmurk^.4s2. The new parUofimU 
assembled.. .AS. Nattiralizatian bilL^A4. Act of 
grace... 45. Disputes about the Ihduscovite amboi^ 
4ador compromised. 

*• 1706. 

UWjfHlLE this treaty was on the carpet at 
• home, the allied arms prosperied«urpns* 
ingly in £he Nethorla^uds^ in Spain, and in BiedF 
ijiont. The French king liad resolved to make 
very, cousiderable eflorts in these countries; and, 
il^deed^ ai the bcigiocing of the campaign his 
amies were very formidable. He hoped that, 
by the reduction of Turin and Barcelona, the 
y^M would he. extinguished in Italy and Cata* 
lAAia. He In^w. thaik iie ooiild outrnumber. any 
body of'Ibrcee that^priQce LoUieiif Baden ^should 
assemble on the Rhine; and he resolved to reia- 
foj^e bis^arzay ia Handers, eo.as to be in a 
condition to act offensively against the td^ike of 
Marihorough. This nobleman repaired to> Hdl* 
Ifind in the latter end of April j and conferred 
yjith xk^ states^general* 1 hen he assembled the 
bffmy betwen BorsdUoeo andGroes-WareOyaad 
fpund it amounted to seventy-four battalions of 
foot,, and one hundred and twenty-tliree squa- 
drons oi horse and dni^oons, w^U iaraishcd with 
aHfdUepy .and. pontoons. TJb^ cowrt of tFsance 

h^ing received rntdligence that the Danish and 
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rates, ordered the elector of Bavaria and the 
mareschal de Villeroy to attack them before the 
junction could be ejGfected« In pursuance of this 
order they passed the Deule on the nineteenth day 
of May, and posted themselves at Tirlemont, 
being superior in number to the allied army. 
There they were joined by the horse of the 
army, commanded by mareschal Marsln, and 
encamped between Tirleniont and Jiidoi^ne. On 
Whitsunday, early in the morning, the duke of 
Marlborough advanced with im army in eight 
columns towards the village of Ramilltes, being 
by this time joined by the Dairies; and he learned 
that the enemy were in march to give him battle. 
Next day the French generals perceiving the 
confederates so near them, took possession of a 
strong camp, the right extending to the tomb of 
Hautemont, on the side of the Mehaigne ; their 
left to Anderkirk; and the village of RamtUies 
being near their centre. The confederate army 
was drawn up in order of battle, with the right 
wing near Foltz on the brook of Yause, and the 
left by the village of FranquienieSi which the 
edemy had occupied. The duke mdtred limt^ 
nant-general Schultz, with twelve battalions and 
twenty pieces of cannon, to begin the action, by 
attacking Ramiiles, which was strongly fortified 
wt& artillery. At the same time veu*mareschdl 
d'Auverquerque on the left, commanded colonel 
WertmuUer, with four battalions and two pieces 
of cannon, to dislodge the enemy's infantry post-* 
ed among the hedges of Franquenies. Botb theie 
orders were successfully executed. The Dutch 
and Danish horse of the left wing charged with 
ffeat vieour and intrepidity, but were so rough- 
ly handled by the troops of the Frenth king's 
household, that they began to give way, when 
the duke of Marlborough sustained them with the 
body of reserve, and twenty squadrons drawn 

fjrDm the rij^t, wilere a mmm ptmnMA^hM 
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from acting, b the mean time, he ia person 

rallied some of the broken squadrons, in order 
toren^w Kke charge, when his own horse faliiou^, 
he was surrounded by the enemy, and must hav^ 
been either killed or taken prisoner, had not a 
body of infantry come seasonably to his relief. 
When he remounted his horse, the head of colo- 
Ael Brtenfield, his gentleman of the horse, was 
carried off by a cannon ball while he held the 
duke s stirrup. Before the reinforcement ar» 
rived^ the best part of the French mousquetaires 
were cut in pieces. All the troops posted 19 
Ramiliies were either killed or taken. The rest 

of the enemy s infantry began to retreat in tole- 
rable order^ un<Ur caver of the cavalry on their 
left wing, which formed themselves in three 

lines between Ossuz and Anderkirk; but the 
English horse having found means to pass the 
livulet which divided them from the enemy, feU 
upon them with such impetuosity, that they 
abandoned their foot, and were terribly slaugh- 
tered in the village of Anderldrku They now 
gmve way on all sidea The bofse fled three 
different ways; but w:ere so closely pursued, 
that very few escaped. Tlie ele^or of Bavaria^ 
and the mare9chal de ViUei^Oy ttaved theqiselves 
with the utmost difficulty. Several waggons of 
the enemy's van-guard breaking down iu a nar- 
row pass, obstructed the way in such a mjuinei;^ 
that the baggage and artillery could not proceed ; 
nor could their troops defile in order. The 
victorious horse being informed of this accident 

pressed on thpm so vigorously, that great num. 
bets threw down their arms and submitted* The 

.pursuit was followed through Judoigne till two 
o'clock in the morning, five leagues from the 
iield ot battle^^ and withip two of JUuivaine. 
fo a woi:4, the confederates obtained a complete 

vittpry. They took the enemy's baggage and 
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' or standards, rix hundred officers, nx thousand 
private soldiers ; and about eight thousand were 

killed or wounded.* Prince Maximilian and 
prince Monbason lost their lives : the major-ge'« 
neraL Palavicini and Mizieres were taken, to^^ 
gether with the marquisses de Bar, de Nonant, 

and de la Beaume, ibis last the son of the niares- 
chai de Tallard, monsieur de Montmorency, 
nephew to the duke of Luxembourg, and many 
other persons of distinction. The loss of the 
allies did not exceed three thousand men, includ- 
ing prince Louis of Hesse, and Mr. Beniinck, 
who were slain in the engagement. The f rench 
generals retired with precipitation to Brussels^ 
while the allies took possession of Louvaine, and 
next day encamped at Betlilem. The battle of 
Ramiilies was attended witli ihe immediate con** 
quest of all Brabant. The cities of JLiOUvaine, 
Mechlin, Brussels, Antwerp, Ghent, and Bruges, 
submitted without resistance, aud acknowledged 
king Charles. Ostend, though secured by ^ 
strong garrison, was surrendered after a siege of 
ten days. Menin, esteemed the most finished 
fortilication in the Netherlands, and guarded by 
six thousand men, met with the same fate. The 
garrison of Dendermonde surrendered themselves 
prisoners of war; and Aeth submitted cm the 
same conditions. The French troops were dis- 
pirited. The city of Paris was overwhelmed 
with consternation. Louis afifected to bear his 
misfortunes with calmness and composure ; but 
the constraint had such an effect upon his con- 
stitution, that his physicians thought it necessary 
to prescribe frequent bleeding, which he accof d« 

• The Frrnch impute the loss this battle to the mis- 
conduct of VilJeroy, who, it must be ownfd, made a most 
wretched disposition. When he returued to Versailies^ 
where he expected to meet with nothing but repro*cfaes» 
Ix>iiis rec^ved him without the least mark of displeasure* 
saying, Mar^scha)^ you aaA X are too old Ip be 
. fortttaate." 
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made of miliimiy traiMieiioiis : all was eoknm, 

silent, and reserved. 

2. Had the issue of the campaign in Catalonia 
been such as the beginning seemed to prognostic 
cate, the French king might have in some mea* 
sure consoled himself for his disgraces in the 
Netherlands. On the sixth day of April king 
Fhitip, at the head of a numerous army, under- 
took the siege of Barcdcma, while the count de 
Thoulouse blocked it up with a powerful sqna« 
dron. The inhabitants, animated by the presence 
of king Charles, made a vigorous defence; and 
the garrison was reinfoPceS with some troops 
from GHronne and other places. But, after the 
fbrt of Monjuic was taken, the place was so 
hard pressed, that Charles ran the utmost risk of 
faUing into the hands of the enemy ; for the eaii 
of Peterborough, who hod marched from Va- 
lencia with two thousand men, found it im- 
practicable to enter the city. Nevertheless, he 
maintained his post upon the hills } and, with 
surprising courage and activity, kept the besieg- 
ers in continual alarm. At length, sir John 
Leake sailed from Lisbon with thirty ships of 
the line ; and on the eighth day of May arrived 



sooner received intelligence of his approach, 
than he set sail for Toulon. In three days after 
his departure, king Philip abandoned the siege, 
and retired in great disorder, leaving behind his 
tents, With the sick and wounded. On the side 
of Portugal the duke of Berwick was left with 
such an inconsiderable force as proved insuffi** 
cient to defend the frontiers. The earl of Oal- 
way, with an army of twenty thousand men, un- 
dertook the sieg^e of Alcantara ; and in three days 
the garrison, consisting of four thousand men, 
were made prisoners of war. Then he marched 
to Placentia, and advasiced as far as the bridge* * 



in sight of Barcelona. 
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of Almaris; but the Portuj^ucse would pene* 
trate no farther until they should know the fate 
of Barcelona. When they anderstood the siege 
was raised^ tkejconsenied to prooeed to Madrid. 
Phiiip guessing their intention, posted to that 
capital, and sent his queen with all his valuable 
eiFects to Burgos, whither he followed her in 
person, after living destroyed every thing tliat 
he could not carry away. About the latter end 
of June the earl of Galway entered the city 
without resistance ; but the Spaniards were ex* 
tremelv mortified to see an army of Portuguese, 
headea by an heretic, in possession of their ca-i 
pitaL King Charles loitered away his time in 
Barcelona, until his competitor recovered hie 
spirits, and received such reinforcements as ena** 
bied him to return to Madrid, with an army 
equal to that commanded by the earl of Galwajr. 
This general made a motion towards Arragon, in 
order to facilitate his conjunction with Charles^ 
who had set out by the way of daragossa, where 
he was acknowledged as sovereign of Arragon 
and Valencia. In the beginning of August this 
prince arrived at the Ponugeese campf with a 
small reinforcement ; and in a few days was foU 
lowed by the earl of Peterborough, at the head 
of five hundred dra^ooAs. The twp armies were 
now pretty equal m point of number; but ae 
each expected further rmnforcemetits, neithel* 
chose to hazard au engagement. The earl of 
Peterborough, who aspired to the chief com- 
mand, and hated the prince of Lichtensteiiif ^o 
enjoyed the confidence of king Oharies, retired 
in disgust ; and embarking on board an English 
ship of war, set sail for Genoa* The EngUsh 
fleet continued all the summer in the Mediterra-« 
siean ; they secured Carthagena, which had de« 
clared for Charles: they took the town of All* 
cant by a$sault, and the castle by capitulation. 
Then sailing out of the Straitst oae squadran 
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im% detiiehad to the Wett-lndies, atiotlier to 
« lie at LisboDi and the rest were sent home to 
England. 

S* Fortime was not more propitious to the 
French in Italy than fn Fianders. The duke de 

Vendome having been recalled to assume the 
command in Flanders after the battle of Ramil- 
fies, the duke of Orleans was placed at the head 
of the army in Piedmont, under the tutorage and 
direction of the marcschal de Marsin. They 
were ordered to besiege Turin, which was ac- 
cordingly invested in the month of May ; and 
the operations carried on till the be^nning of 
September. Great preparations had been made 
for this siege. It was not undertaken until the 
duke of Savoy had rejected all the oflfers of the 
French monarch, which were sufficient to have 
shaken a prince of less courage and fortitude. 
The duke de la Feuillade having finished the 
Ifties of ctrcmnvalidtion and contravallation, sent 
his quarter-master general with a trumpet, to 
offer passports and a guard for the . removal of 
the dotchess and her cnildren. The duke of Sa<^ 
voy replied, that he did not intend to remove 
his family, and that* the marcschal mij^ht begin 
to execute his master's orders whenever he should 
fehtBk fit, but, when the siege began with uncom-» 
monfury, and the French fired red-hot balls into 
the place, the two dutchesses, with the voung 
prince and princesses, quitted Turin, and reared 
10 Quierasco, from whence they were conducted 
through many danorers into the territories of Ge- 
noa. The duke himself forsook his capital, in 
order to put himself at the head of his cavalry; 
alid was pursued from*place to place by five-and- 
forty squafhons, under the command of the 
count d'Aubeterre. Motwithstandins^ the very 
noble defence which was made by the garrison 
of Turin, which destroyed fourteen thousand of 
- tt» enemy during* the course of the siege, the 
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defences were almost ruined, their ammunitton 
began to fail, and they had no prospect ot reiifif 
but from prince Bugene, who had nmnberldst 
difficulties to encounter before be could march 
to their assistance. The duke de Vendume, be* 
fore he left Italy^ had secured all rhe fords of the 
Adige^ the Mincio, and the Ogliay and formed 
rach lines and entrenchments as he imagrined 
would effectually hinder the Imperial general 
from arriving in time to relieve the city of Tu^ 
rin. But the prince surmounted all oppositioAi 
passed four great rivers in despite of the enemy, 
and reached the neighbuurhood of Turin on the 
thirteenth day of August. There being joyieA 
by the duke of Savoy, he passed the Po betweeii 
Moatcalier and Cavignan. On the fifth day of 
September they took a convoy of eight hunare4 
loaded mules ; next day they passed the Doriat 
and encamped with the right on the bank of that 
river before Pianessa, and the left on the Stura 
before the Veneria. The enemy were eutrencbt 
ed» having the Stura on their rights the Doria oq 
their left, and the convent of Capuchins, called 
Notre Dame de la Campagne, in their centra 
When prince Eugene approached Turin, thi 
duke of Orleans proposed to march out of the 
entrenchments, and give him battle; and this 
proposal was seconded by all the general ofKccrs, 
except Marsin, who, finding the duke deter<» 
mined, produced an order from the French king 
commanding the duke to follow the mareschaFs 
advice. The court of Versailles was now be- 
come afraid of hazarding an engagement agaiuj^ 
those who had so often defeated their armies.; 
'and this officer had private instructions to keep 
within the trenches. On the seventh day of 
September the confederates marched vpi to th^ 
entrenchments oT the French, in ei^ht columns, 
through a terrible fire from forty pieces of artU- 

le/ji and were formed in ord^ of .battle withdi) 
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ludf cannon diot of the enemy. Then they ad-* - 
TMced to the attMk with surprising resolution^ 
and met with such a warm reception as seemed 
to stop their progress. Prince Eugene perceiv- 
ing tlu* check, drew his sword, and putting him* 
iefi al the hesd of the battalions on the left, 
forced the entrenchments at the first charge. 
The duke of Savoy met with the same success in 
the centre, and on the right near Lucengo. The 
horse advanced through the intervals of the 
foot, left for that purpose ; and breaking in yHth 
vast impetuosity, completed the confusion of the 
enemy, who were defeated on all hands, and re- 
tired with Medpitatton to the other side of the 
Po, while the duke of Savoy entered his capital 
in triumph. The duke of Orleans exhibited re* 
peated .proofs of the most intrepid courage; and 
received several wounds in the engagement* 
Mereschal de Marsin fell into the hands of the 
victors, his thigh being shattered with a ball, and 
died in a few hours after the amputation. Of 
the French army about five thousand men were 
daitt on the field of battle : a great number of 
officers, and upwards of seven thousand men. 
were taken, together with two hundred and 
fiftv-five pieces of cannon, one hundred and 
eignty mortars, an incrediUe quantity of ammu- 
nition, all the tents and baggage, five thousand 
beasts of burthen, ten thousand horses belonging 
to thirteen regiments of dragoons, and the mules 
the cocnmiiBsary-generai, so richlv laden, tha( 
this part of the booty alone was valued at three 
millions of livres. The loss of the confederate* 
did not exceed three thousand men killed or dis- 
abled in the action, besides about the same num- 
ber at the garrison of Turin, which had fallen 
since the beginning of the siege. This was such 
a fatal stroke to the interest of Louis, that 
madame de Maintenon would not venture to- 
make litiki fully acquainted with the state of hie 
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affairs. He was told tliat the dttk« of Orleant 
had raised the siege of Turin al ihe approach of 

prince Eugene ; but he knew not that hit own 
army was defeated and ruined. The spirits of 
the French were a Utile comforted in. conse* 
qoence of an advantage gained aboot thtt tme, 
by the count de Medavi-grancey, who com- 
manded a body of troops left in the Mantaan 
territories. He surprised the prince of Hesse in 
the neighbourhood of Casniglione^ and obliged 
him to retire to the Adige, with the loss of twa 
thousand men : but this victory was attended 
with no consequence in their favour. The duke 
of Orleans retreat^ into BaufAante, while the 
French garrisons were driven out of every plae# 
they occupied in Piedmont and Italy, except 
Cremona, Valenza, and the castle of Milui| 
wfaieh were bloeked up by the confederates* 

4w Over and above these dimtera whkh dit 
French sustained in the course of this campaigUi 
they were miserably alarmed by the project of 
an invasion from Britam^ formed by the marquis 
de Ouiscard, who, actuated by a family disgust^ 
had abandoned his country, and become a par- 
tizan of the confederates. He was declared a 
lieutenant-^general in the emperor's army, and 
eame over 10 London, after having settled a eor* 
respondence with the malcontents in the southern 
parts of Fr^ce. He insinuated himself into the 
friendship of Henry St« John, secretary of war, 
and other persons of distf ntetion. His si^eme of 
invading France was approved by the British 
ministry, and he was promoted to the command 
of a regiment of dragoons ^kMined for that sef* 
vice« About devan thousand men were embarfe* 

ed under the conduct of earl Rivers, with a large 
train of artillery ; and the combined squadrons, 
commanded by Mr Cloudesley Shovel, set sail 
firom Plymouth on the thirteenth day of Augusts 
Kext day they w^ie ios^td is^io Xoibay by con^^ 
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tnrf windfty and there thef held a d^uncil ol 
war to concert their operations, when they dia> 

covered that Guiscard's plan was aito&^ether chi- 
mecical, or at least founded upon such slight as« 
surances and conjectures, as could not justifjr 
their proceeding to execution* An express was 
immediately dispatched to the admiraltj, with 
the result of this council ; and, in the mean 
time, letters arrived at court from the earl of 
Galwajr, after his retreat from Madrid to Valen« 
cia, soliciting succours with the most earnest en* 
treaties. 1 lie expedition to France was imme* 
diateiy postponed, and sir Cloudesley Shovel was 
ordered to make the best of has way for X«ifll>oni 
there to take such measures as the state of the 
war in Spain should render necessary. Guiscard 
jmd his otiicers being set on shorCf the fleet sailed 
with the first fair wind, wd towards the latier 
end of October arrived at Lisbon* On the 
twenty-eighth day of the next month the king 
of Portugal died, and his eldest son and successor 
being but eighteen vears of age, was even more 
than his fauier influenced by a ministry which 
had private connexions with the court of Ver- 
sailles. Nevertheless, sir Cloudesley Shovel and 
earl Rivers, being pressed by letters from king 
Charles and the earl of Galway, [sailed to their 
assistance in the beginning of January; and 
on the twenty-eighth arrived at Alicant, from 
whence the earl of Rivers proceeded bv land to 
Valencia, in order to assist at a general council 
of war. The operations of the ensuing caa^ 
paign being concerted, and the army joined by 
the reinforcement from England, earl Rivers, 
disliking the country, returned with the admiral 
to Iasbon# 

5. Poland was at length delivered from the 
presence of the king of Sweden, who in the be- 
ginning of September suddenly marched through 
JLusatia into Saxwjj and in a Jittle. time M4 
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IhaA whole diedorals under Qootfibiili0ii. An* 
fintw being tlam «ttt off fffditt ttU rmrnkte^ wm 

solved to obtain peace on the Swede's own 
teraiit engaged in a secret treaty for thit 
|tw0Mei» lit tSe meaii liaie the Foiei and Mm^ 
coxites attatAced the SweiUk iterMs at Katiih im 
Great Poland; and by dint of numbers routed 
Ihem with great alaughter. Notwithstandui|f 
tins event, Augustus wt^iad the tieaty, by vbich 
he acknowledged Stanislaiis as true and rigbtfel 
king of Poland, reserving to him&elf no more 
tfaa» ihe lesaply title of ^^^^^p^* confe* 

in the heart of Germjmy, and the French court 
did not fail to court his alliance ; but he contt« 
iumI on the veMrve against all their solickatioiM^ 
Vbem they tmploNd ait niediatiim for a peaoe| 

and he answered, that he would interpose his 
good oi&ces, as soon as he should know they 
^UNMild be aKeeaUe to the powere engaged in 
die'glfnwl alliatto^ 

6. The pride of Louis was now humbled to 
sttdi-a degree as might have excited the com* 
pession of liiaeneoues. He anfrfoyed tkm elee* 
ier of Bevaria to write letMrs in hie neme to the 
duke of Marlborough and the deputies of the 
States^geneiral, contaming proposals for opening 
neongressL- He had already tampered wiih the 
Dutch, in a memorial presented by the marquis 
d^Alegre, He likewise besought tne pope to in- 
terpose in his behalf. He offiemd to eede either 
fipesn and the West«*Indies, ot Milad, Mofsles^ 
and Sicily to king Charles; to give up a barrier 
for the Dutch in the Netherlands; and to in- 
demnify the duke of Savoy for the rwages that 
had been conunitted in his dcouaiow Thougfh 
his real aim was peace, yet he did not despair of 
being able to excite such jealousies ami>ng the 
confederates aa night ehake the hf sis^ of«ithett 
union. His hope was not altogether disappoui^ 

You n. I 
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ccL The court of VieDoa was so much alarmed 
the otkn he had made^ aad the reports mn»* 
lated by his emissaries, that the emperor resolved 
to make himself master of Naples before the al- 
lies^ should have it iu their power to close with 
die proposals of France. Thi» was the true mo- 
tive of his concluding a treaty with Louis in the 
succeeding winter, by which the Milanese was 
CDttrelj evacuated^ and the French king at ii« 
bertjr to empioir those' troops^ in making strong 
efforts against tne confederates in Spain and the 
l^Ietherlands. The Dutch were intoxicated with ' 
success^ and their pensionary, Heinsivs, entirely 
anflimieed by the dnke of Msnrlbonough, wm 
found his account in the continuance of the war, 
which at once gratified his avarice and ambition ; 
for all hie |preat qoadides were obscured b;f the 
sordUd passion of accumulating wealth. During 
the whole War the allies never had such an op- 
portuaity they now enjoyed to bridle the 
power of France effectaally, wsd secure the & 
bertiesof theempure; and, indeed, if thdr real 
design was to establish an equal balance between 
the houses of Austria «uid Bourbon, it could not 
have been better eflfected than by dividing the 
Spanish monarchy between these two potentates* 
The accession of Spain, with all its appendages, 
$6 either, would have destroyed the equilibrium 
which the allses proposed to establish. Bat other 
lAotives contributed to a continuation of the 
VMr. The powers of the confederacy were 
^red with the ambition of making conquests; 
and JEnghmd in > parliculari thought her^f in- 
titled to an indemnification for the immense sums 
the had expended* Animated by these concur* 
ring^oilsiderations, queen Anne and the -states- 
genenil rejected the oSBm df Usance f* and de* 
clared, that they would not enter into any nego* 
tiation for peace^ except m concert wiw their 
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7. The tones of Bfigland be^an to meditaia 
schemes of opposition agrainst the duke of Marl* 
borough. They looked upon him as a selfish no* 
bleman^ who sacrificed the interest of the mtion^ 
in protracting a minoiis war for his own private 
advantage. They saw their country oppressed 
with an increasing load of taxes, which they ap* 
pfteheoded woohl in a Ihtle time become an in* 
tolerable bunben ; and they did not doubt but 
at this period such terms mig^ht be obtained as 
would foUy answer the great purpose of the 
MKfederacy. This, indeed, was the prevmling 
opinion among all the sensible people of the na« 
tion who were not particularly interested in the 
prosecution of the war, either by being connect* 
ed with the general, or in some shape employed 
in the management of the finances. The tories 
were likewise instigated by a party-spirit against 
Marlborough, who, by means of his wife, was in 
full possession of the queen's confidence, and 

openly patronized the whig faction. But the al- 
tention of people in general was now turned 
ttpon the Scottish parliament, which took into 
cmisiderariofi the treaty of union lately con* 
eluded between the commissioners of botn king* 
doms. On the third day of October, the duke of 

Sneensberry, as high4:ommissioner, produced 
m queen's letter, in which she expressed her 
hope, that the terms of the treaty would be ac- 
ceptable to her parliament of Scotland. She 
taid, an entire and perfect unioii would be the 
solid fimndarion of a lasdng peace : it would se- 
cure their religion, liberty, and property, remove 
the animosities that prevailed among themselves, 
and the jealousies that subsisted between the two 
nations s it wimld increase their strength, riched, 
and commerce : the whole island would be join- 
ed in affection, and free from all apprehensions 
of different iaCerests : it would be enabled to re- 

sist all its enemiesi support the proteitam inter- 
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me every wbeM^ and ttiakiCiiHi lbs libefltiei of 
Europe^ ^le retiewcd her ammaxe c€ iinfat* 

taining: the government of their church; and 
told thei&i that now they had an opportunity of 
taldng wek sisept aa might he necetiarir for ka 
iecurity after the union. She demanded the ne« 
cessary supplies. She observed, that the great 
success with which God Almighty had blessed 
her airiDs affiirded the nearer proepeet of a happy 
peace, with which they would enjoy the full 
advantages of this union : that they had no 
Mason to doubt but the parliameat of £ogland 
would do all thai should be naeeasary ma Ifaear 
part to confirm the union : finally, she recom- 
mended caknness and unanimity in deliberating 
00 tins great aod weighty affair^ of such ccmae* 
^enee to the whole island of Great Britain* 

8. Hitherto the articles of the union had been 
industriously concealed from the knowledge of 
the people ; but the treaty bein||^ recited «n par-> 
liamentf and the particmars 4itTol0ed^ such m 
flame was kindled through the whole nation, as 
had not appeared since the restoration* The 
cavalier^ or jaeoUtes had ahirafs foreseen that 
titis union would extingfuish all thdr hopes of m 
revolution in favour of a pretender. The no- 
bility found themselves degraded in point of 
dignity and influence, by being excluded iroot 
their seats in parliament. The trading part of 
the nation beheld their commerce saddled with 
heavy duties and restrictions, and considerod the 
priwege of trading to the Engtish plantations aa 
a precarious and uncertain prospect of advan- 
tage. The barons, or gentlemen, were exas- 
perated at a coalition, by wtttch their parliameoa 
ihraa annihilated, aod their Cf^it destroyed* Th« 
people in general exclaimed, that the aignity of 
their crown was betrayed ; that the independency 
of their nation had fallen a sacrifice td treachery 

^ corrupt; Chafe wfauMvar 0€Bditi«ia 
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be 3(>eciou6ly o8»red^ tkk^y cottld not expect they 
WMid be obsenred by a j^tiaiiient in wUeb ih<9 
English had such a majority. They exaggerated 
the dangers to which the constitution of ibeir 
€httiFcb would be expand from a bw^ of bi« 
ibops, and a parliameiK of episcopaliattt^ This 
consideration alarmed the presbyterian ministers 
to such a degree, that they employed all their 
power and credit w wakiag ibe reseuoiieni of 
Iheir hearers 'j^famsl the treaty, which prodiicedl 
aa universal ferment among all ranks uf people, 
Sven the most rigid puritans joined tlie cavaliera 
in ekpcessing their detestation of the unioB ; an4 
laifhasg aside their mutual aniniosities, pranised 
to co-operate in opposing a measure so ,gno- 
iaiiu0tts and prejudicial to their country. Im 

was beaded by the 
dukes of Ham^totf and Atbol,^ and the marquis 
of Aunandale. The first of these noblemen had 
wavered so juucb ia his conduct, that it is difiW 
^ult to ascertata bis real pohtical principles., He 
was generally supposed ta favour the claim of 
the pretender : but he was afraid of embarking 
too £ar ia bis causci and avoided viakot mea« 
aims ior the discussion ofi this fereaty^^ Jest he 

should incur the resentment of the English par«f 
liament, and forfeit the estate he possessed in 
ibat kingdom. Athol was ware ioirward in his 
profiMloM of attachmeoi to tbe eourt of 

Germains ; but he had less ability, and his zeal 
was supposed to have been inflamed by resent* 
meat agaiasft lihe ministry. The debates upon . 
the diff^nsnt articles of the treitty wei^ carried 
on with great heat and vivacity; and many 
shrewd arguments were used against this scheme 
of an incorpera^og union. One member afW 
firmedf that It woi^ funueh* a handle to ans 

^spiring prince to overthrow the liberties of all 
Britain; for if the parliament of Scotland could 

afaw\ ornsihy subwntlts eeMtAtuftio% this 
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Cuxnstance might be a precedent for the parlia« 
ment of Great firitain to assume the same po^r t 
that the representatives for Scotland "Viroald^ 
from their poverty, depend upon those who 
possessed the means of corruption ; and having* 
expressed so iittle concern for the support of 
their own constitution, ^rauid pay very little 

regard to that of any other. " What ! (said the 

•« duke of Hamilton) shall we in half an hour 
give up wlMit our forefathers maintained with 
their hves and fortunes for many ages ?- Are; 

^ here none of the descendants of those v^orthy' 
patriots, who defended the liberty of their 
country against all invaders; who assisted the 
great king Robert Brace to restore the constt- 

^ tutiott, and revenge th^ falsehood ofEn^land, 

•* and the usurpation of Baliol ? Where are the 
Douglasses and Campbells? Where are the 
a peers, where are the barons, once the bulwark 
^ of the nation i ShM, we yield upf the aove^ 
reignty and independency of oor cotinfrjT, 
•* when we are commanded by those we repre- 
sent to preserve the same, and assured of their 
^ assistance to support us V* The diri^ of Ath^l 
protested against an incorporating iinioii'; as odfl« 
trary to the lionour, interest, fundamental laws, 
and constitution of the kingdom of Scotland, the 
birthright of the peers, the rights and privileges 
of the barons and bbroughs, and tb the clnim of 
ri^ht, property, and liberty of the subjects, Tb 
this protest nineteen peers and forty-six com- 
moners adhered. The earl mareschal entered a 
protest, importing, that no person being sne- 
eessor to the crown of England shenld" fnherU 

that of Scotland, without such previous limita- 
tions as might secure the honour and sovereignty 
of the Scottish crown and kingdom^ the fre* 
Quency and power of parlinsMnt, the nligion^ 
liberty, and trade of tBe natiionv fHini En^isli.€il 
•ny foreign influence.* He was seconded by six« 
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ftod^forty membm* With regard to the third 
article of the isnioEO^ stipuiattng, that both iing^ 
doms should be represented by one and the same 
parliament, the country-party observed, that, by 
assentin|^ . to thb ex^dteat^ they did in effect 
nik their own constituttoa, while that of £ng^ 
land underwent no alteration: that in all nations 
there are fundamentals which no power whatp 
ever can alter i that the rigbu and privileges of 
parHatneat being one of these fondamentala 
among the Scots, no parliament, or any other 
power, could ever l^faily prohibit the meeting 
of pattiameiils, or depnye any of the three 
estates of its right of sitting or voting in partial 
xnent, or give up the rights and privileges of 
parliament ; but that by this treaty the parlia^ 
asent of Scotland was entirely aorogated, ita 
rights and privileges sacrificed, and those of the 
English parliament substituted in their place. 
They argued, that though the le^sUtive power 
in parliament was reguwed and deteimiiied bf 
SL majority of voices ; yet the giving up the con* 
stitution, with the rights and privileges of the 
nation, was not snbject to suffrage, faemg founiU 
ed'On domimmi and property; and merefom 
could not be legally surrendered vsrithout the 
consent of every person who had a right to elect 
and be represented in parliaments They affirms 
ed that- the obligation laid cm the Scottish m^tkft 
bers to reside so long in London, in attendance 
<m the British parlisunent, would .drain Scotland 
o& all ita money, in^ioyerish ^e asembers, md . 
Sidijeet them to the temptation of being cor« 
nipted. Another protest was entered by the 
maequis of Annandale against an incorporatiqg 
anioni as. hemg odiMis to the people subversive 
of the iM>miitQtion, sovereignty, and claim of 
right, and threatening ruin to the church as by 
law ^ablished^ Fi^y^diro members jom^ ijot 

ttopiwteftatiim,. Mmti evary ais^etepra^wc^ 
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the mott inHammatory disputes. The lord Bel* 
luiT^n enumerated tM au^ohiefo whidbi would 
altnd the Qakfi in a patheitc ap^ch, that dMW 
tears from the audience, and is at this day look- 
ed upon as a prophecy bj gr&kt part o£ the 
Scouisb natjott,* Addreaaes Jkgminst ther treaty 
were presented to parKaoiettt by Ab> ^mxwegdkm 
of boroughs, the commissioners of the general 
assembly, the company trading to Africa and 
the IndiMy aa well as irom aevi^al shiMa, ataw^ 
artries, boroughs, towns, and parishes, in all the 
difFerent parts of the kingdom, without distinc- 
tion of whig or tory, episcopalian otr pseabvtenan* 
Ttm «arl of finckan for the peers, LooloRfft ef 
Carnwarth for the barons, sir Waker Stuart in 
behalf of the peers, barons, and boroughs, the 
earls of drrol and'Mariachal for themselves, aa 
bigh-«iiietable mid e^irl tnarabal of ithe Idngdoai, 
protested severally against the treaty of union. 
' 9. While this opposition raged, within doors, 
the reeeacnieat of the people rote to transppraa 
of Any amd sevenge. ■ The motte* fAgid pre8l>yw 
terians, known by the name of Cameronians, 
cboie officer Sy formed thems^lvea ioao regimems, 
provided borBes, anns^ aitol amimimtioii^ and 
marching to Ikimff4es, burned the artioi^ of the 
union at the Market-cross, justiiyiu^ their cmi- 
dmct in a public dkcfauratioa^ They made a 
tender of tl»ir aittaebiiietii to <bike Uaaulica^ 
from whom they received encouragement in 
secret. They reconciled themselves to the epis- 
oopaiiana aM the cavaliers: Uiev resolved to 
take the route ^to Eduibnrgh, Ukd sdimolbn iImi 
parliament ; while the duke of' Athol undertook 
to secure the pass of Sterling with his highland* 
otii eo aa to open tbe^ •coomwiieation betweoa » 
ibe wwcem wid imtliarn pavta of - tka^tfnfdoiiu 

•even or eight thousand men were actually ready 
to appear in arms at the town of Hamilton, ao^ 
mareb dirMtly tor SdiobWBb^ oodor ibft^^pM 
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cenunaiid, when that ndbieman altered his opt* 
nioAj and dispatdhed private couriers througii 

the whole country, requiring the people to defer 
their meeting till further directions. I he more 
sangttioe cavaliers accused his grace of treacherjp-^ 
hm in all likelihood he was actuated hy pni* 
dential motives. He alleged, in his own excuse, 
that the nation was not in a condition to carrv 
0» mA an enterprise, especially as the English 
liad already detached tr€>op8 to the border, and 
might in a few days have wafted over a consi- 
derable reinforcement from Holland. During 
this commotion aonong the Cameronians, the 
cities of Edinburgh and Glasgow were filled 
■with tumults. Sir Patrick Johnston, provost of 
£dinburgh, who had been one of the commis- 
atoners for the union, was besieged in his owii 
house by the populace, and would have beeik 
torn in pieces, had not the guards dispersed the 
molutode. The privy«council issued a procla- 
matBon agianst riots, commanding all persons to 
retire from the streets whenever the drum should 
beat; ordering the guards to fire upon those 
who should disobey this command, and indem- 
aifjring them from all prosecution Ibr maiming 
or slaying the lieges. These guards were placed 
all round the house in which the peers and com- 
mons were assembled, and the council received 
the tfaa^cs of the parliament, for having thus 
provided for their safety. Notwithstanding these 
precautions of the government, the commissioner 
was constantly saluted with the curses and im- 
precMuma of the people as he passed along : his 
guards were pelted, and some of his attendants 
wounded with stones as they sat by him in the 
coach, so that he was obliged to pass through 
the streeta on full gallbp. 

10. Against all this national fury, the dukes of 
Queensberry and Argyle, the earls of Montrose, 

^Scafidd^ and Suur, and the oiher noblemen at- 

1 2 
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tached to the union, acted with equal prudence 
fMid resolutioD, They argued strenuousiy against 
die objections ihu were started in the m>iise» 

They magrnified the advantages that would accrue 
to the kingdom from the privileges of trading to 
the English plantations, and being protected in 
their commeree by a powerful navy ; as well as^ 
£pom the esduston of a popish pretender^ wha' 
they knew was odious to the nation in generaL 
They found means, partly by their promises, and 
parlv by conruption, to oriog over the earls of 
KozDurgh aad Marchmont, with the whole 
squadron who had hitherto been unpropitious to 
the court. They disarmed the resentment of the 
clergy^ by promoting an act to be inserted in the 
union, dedaring the presbyterian discipline to 
be the only government in the chorch of Scot>p 
landf unalterable in all succeeding times, and a 
Aindamental article of the treaty. They soothed 
the African company with the prospect* of being 
indemnified for the losses they had sustained* 
They amused individuals with the hope of shar- 
ing the rest of the equivalent. They employed 
emissaries to allay the ferment among the Came- 
ffonians, and disunite them firom the cavaliera, 
by canting, praying, and demonstrating the ab« 
surdity, smfuhiess, and danger of such a coali^ 
tion« These remonstrances were reinforced by 
the sum of twentv thousand pounds, which the 
queen privately lent to the Scottish treasury, 
and which was now distributed by the ministry 
in such a manner as might best conduce to the 
success of the treaty. By these practices they 
diminished, ^ough they could not stlrace the 
damour of the people, and obtained a considei^ 
able majority in parliament, which out-voted all 
opposition. Not but that the duke of Queeusr 
berry at one time despaired of succeeding, and 
being in continual appfehensiott for his life, eac- 
yressetf a desire of adjourning the parliameut^ 
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until by time and good management he ahoiiU 
be able to remove thoie difficolisee ihftt dutt 

seemed to be insurmountable. But the lord* 
treasurer Godolphio, who foresaw that the mea- 
sure would be entirely lost by delay» and was no 
judge of the diffieuUies^ tasisted upoii fab proN 
ceeding. It^wm at tUs period thai be remitted 
the money, and gave directions for having forced 
ready at a call, both in England and Ireland. At 
length the Scottish parliament approved and rap» 
ti&€d all the wticlei of the union witb soma 
small variation. They then prepared an act for 



the British parliament. This being touched witfa 
tiie sceptre^ the three estates proceeded to elect 

their representatives. The remaining part of the 
session was employed in making regulations 
concerning the coin^ ia eiamining the accounta 
of their African company^ and providing^ for the 
due application of the equivalent, which waa 
scandalously misapplied. On the twenty-fifth 
day of March, the commissioaer adjourned the 
parliament, after havingyin a ihert speech^ takeia 
notice of the honour they had acquired in con^r 
eluding an affair of such importance to their 
country^ Having thus accomplished the ^eat 
purpose of the eoari, he set out for iiondon, 
the neighbourhood' of which he was met by 
above forty noblemen in their coaches, and 
about four hundred gentlemen on horseback. 
NejLt day he wmed upou the queen at Kensin^** 
' too, from whom be met with a very gfacioua 
reception. Perhaps there is not another instance 
upon record, of a ministry's having carried a 
point of this imporuoce against .such a violent 
torrent of oppotttion, and contrarv to the gene- 
ral senseimd tnctination of a whole eaaspeffattsd 
people. The Scots were persuaded that their 
trade would be destroyed, their nauan oppress 
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ed^ and their country ruined, in consequence of 
tbe unoDn with England ; and indeed their opi* 
aion waa supported by irery plautifafo arguments* 
The majority of both nations believed that the 
treaty would produce violent convulsions, or, at 
best^ prove- ineffectual. But we now see it ham 
been attended with none of the calamities that 
were prognosticated ; that it quietly took effect, 
and luUy answered all the purposes for which it 
was intended. Hence we may learn that many 
great difficulties are surmounted, because they 
sre not seen by those who direct the execution 
ot any great project ; and that many schemes, 
which theory deems impracticable, will yet sue- 
ce^ in the experiment. 

11. The English paitiament assembling on the 
third day of December, the queen, in her speech 
to both houses, congratulated them on the glo- 
fious auccesaes of her arms. She desired the 
eemmons would gmnt such supplies as mi|^t en« 
Me her to impttnre the advantages of tins suc- 
cessful campaign. She told them that the treaty 
of union, as concluded by the commissioners of 
both kingdoms, was at thax time under the con-i 
sideration of the Scottish parliament; and she 
recommended dispatch in the public affairs, that 
both friends and enemies might be convinced of 
the firmness and vigour of their proceedings. 
The parliament was perfectly well disposed to 
comply with all her majesty's requests. Warm 
debates were presented by both houses. Then 
they proceeded to the consideration of the sup« 
ply, and having examined the estimates in less 
than a week, voted near six nnHions for the aer« 
vice of the ensuing year. Nevertheless, in exa- 
mining the accounts, some objections arose. They 
found that the extraordinary supplies for the 
support of king Charles of Spain, amounted to 
eight hundred thousand pounds more than tht 
•Mas iprovMed by parliameqt. Some members 
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argued that very ill consequences might ensue, 
if a miniBtry could thus run the nation in debe^ 
and expect the parliament should pay the money. 
The courtiers answered, that if any thing had 
been raised without necessity, or ill applied, if 
was reasonable that those who were tn fanlt 
should be punished ; but , as this expMce was iiw 

curred to improve advantages, at a time when 
the occasion couid not be communicated to par* 
tiament, the ministry was rather to be applauded 
for their aeal^ than condenmed for their libera* 
lity. The question being put, the majority 
voted, that those sums had been expended for 
the preservation of the duke of Savoy, for the 
interest of king Charles against the eomnum 
#nemy, and for the satfety and honour of ^o 
nation. When the speaker presented the money 
bills, he told her, that as the glorious victory 
obtained by the duke of Marlborough at Ramil* 
lies, was fought before it could be supposed tho 
armies were in the field, so it was no less sur- 
prising that the commons had granted supplies 
to her majesty, before the enemy could well 
know that the parliament was sitting* The ge- 
*neral was again honoured with the thaidcs of 
both houses. The lords in an address, besought 
the queen to settle his honours on his posterity. 
An*act was passed for tins purpose; and, in pur* 
suance of another address from the commons, a 
pension of five thousand pounds out of the post- 
office was settled upon him and his descendants. 

The lords and commons having adjourned them- 
selves to the last day of December, the queen 
closed the year with triumphal processions* As 

the standards and colours taken at Blenheim had 
been placed in Westminster-hall, so now those 
that had been brought from the field of RamiU 
lies were put up in Guildhall, as trophies of that 
victory. About this time, the earit of Kent, 
Xandsey, and Kingston, were raised to the rank 
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of marquisses. The lords Wharton, Paulet, Go- 
4olpbin, and Chalmondeley, were created earls« 
Lord Waldeii, aoaaad hetiHg^partnt to the emri 
0t Sttffblk, obtaiiied the tide of earl of Bindon ; 

the lord-keeper Cowper, aad air Thomas Pelham^ 
were ennobled as barons« 

1S# The partiesieEt beia^ aaaoabled after theiir 
short recess, the earl ot Nottingham moved for 
an address to the queen, desiring her majesty 
would Ofder the proc^eedings of the commission- 
eipldr the oniaQ, m well as thoae of theScottieh 
parliament on the said subject, to be laid before 
them. He was seconded by tlie duke of Buck- 
Ifigham %ud the earl of Rochestei? ; and answered 
bgr the earl of Godoiphin^ who told them they" 
needed not doubt but that her majesty would 
communicate those proceedings, as soon as the 
Scottish parliament should have discussed the 
•abfed of the umoQ« The Iwds Wharton^ So- 
mers, and Halifax, observed, that it was for the 
honour of the nation th^t the treaty of union 

«hottld firai cocae ratified from ihe parUament of 
Seolland; aiHi that theo, aod not before^ it 

would be a proper time for the lords to take it 
hito consideration* Oa the twenty-eighth day 
of Jamiary^ the qoeea m person tola both hootetf 
that the treaty of union, with some additiant and 
alteratioas, was ratified by an act of the Scottish 
parliament; that she had ordered it to be laid 
before them; and hoped it would meet with 
their concurrence and approbation. She de«red 
the commons would provide for the payment of 
the equivalent, in case the treaty should ap» 
proved* She observed to both hooMt^ that now 
they had an opportunity of putting the last hand 
to a happy union of the two kingdoms; and that 
she should look upon it as a particular happiness 
if thia great work^ whkrb had been so often at* 
Mnpted without success^ could be brought to 

P^wetion ia h^r reign* Whea the ommm 



Digitized by Google 



ANNS. 



1S3 



formed themselves into a committee of the whole 
faoutet to ddiberatfi on the articles of UneiintOtti 
Md the Scotuslv act of rattfcaiioo^ the torf 



carried on by corruption and bribery wxthim 
doors, by force and ^mlence ivitfacmt t that the 
prootoiers of it had baiely betrayed their trat^ 
in giving up their independent constitution, and 
he would leave it to the judgment of the house, 
to conaader whether or no men ot such firiiiciptee 
were fit to be admitted into dieir house of repre^ 
sentatives. He observed that her majesty, by 
the coronation-oath, was obl^g^ to maintain the 
dmrch of £iieland as by iaw estabtithed; and 
lilnswise bimnd by die same oath to defend the 
presbyterian kirk of Scotland in one and the 
same kingdom. Now, said he, after this union 
ta i& forae, who thaU ariniitiiateir this oath to her 
majesty ? It is not the business of the Scots, who 
are incapable of it, and no well-w^ishers to the 
church of Bngland. it is then only th^ part of 
the bi^ops to do it ; and Okn it be supposed that 

these reverend persons will, or can act a thing 
so contrary to their own order and institution, as 
thus to promote the establishment of the presby^i 
terian chureh-govemment in the imited king^ 

dom? He added, that the church of England 
bein^ established Jure divinoy and the Scots pre* 
tendmg that the kirk was also jure divinoy he 
coidd not tell how two nattom. that clashed in so 
essential an article could unite: he, therefore, 
thought it proper to consult the convocation 
aboni thia criticid points A motion was made, 
that the first ardele of the treaty, which impliea 
a peremptory agreement to an incorporating 

iuiM% shoulo be pot^^ed^ and that the house 
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should proceed to the consideration of the terms 
of the intended union, contained in the other 
articles. This proposal being rejected, some 
tory members ^tted the house; and all the 
articles were examined and approved without 
further opposition. The whigs were so eager in 
tkm prosecotieiA of this ftomt^ that they proceeded 
is Tery svperfidail maaaar^ aad; wim soeh pre* 

cipitation as furnished their enemies with a plau- 
sible pretence to affirm, that they had not consi- 
dered the treaty with the. coolness and delibera^ 
ti€ii which an afiair of this importance required; 

13. Before the lords began to investigate the 
articles of the union, they, at the instance of the 
archbishop of Canterbury, brought in a bill for 
the security of the church of England, to be 
inserted as a fundamental and essential part of 
that treaty. It passed through both houses with- 
out of^osition, and reeetyi^ the royal asaear# 
On she fifteenth day of Fdiruary, the ^kbates 
concerning the union began in the house of 
lords, the queen being present, and the bishop of 
fiarum, chairman of the committee. The eaiia 
of Rochester, Anglesey, and Nottingham, argued 
against the union; as did the bishop of Bath and 
Weils. Liord Haversham, in a premeditated ha^ 
rangue, said the question was, whether two na^ 
tions independent in their sovereignties, that had 
their distinct laws and interests, their diiFerent 
forms of worship, church»govemment, and or» 
der, should be united into one kingdom ? He sup* 
posed it an union made up of so many mis* 
matched pieces, of such jarring, incongruous 
ingredients, that should it ever take e&ct, it 
wenld carry the necessary consequences of a 
standing power and force, to keep them from 
falling asunder and breaking in pieces every 
moment. He repeated what liad been said by 
lord Bacon, that an unity pieced up by ilireet 
. «dai|saioii of contrarieties iu the fundamental 
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poiocs of it, IS like the toes of NebuchadneMaf 
wage, wfcacb w€M wule ol iron md clay , timy 
wmif cleave t0geflier> bun wettld Mveff incorpoit 

rate. He dissented from the union for ihe sake 
of the good old JtogUsh cooalitutiosi, in whtd^ 
ke drnaifatd tnmiir iltmtiiiiMi friii cltt ftddiiMMk 
weight of mst^Mme Seattiik wembctt, and these 

too returned by a Scottish privy-counciJ* He 

look noUMt iliac ftha¥e ooe imadred Scottish 
)>eecftt m4 ai many coPili aMff >» were esclnded 

from sitting and votisgf im parH^ment, though 
they had as much right of inheritance to sit 
there^ aa any English peer had oi aiuing in the 
ptfUsUMM Qi England^ He esqwarjMd kssappret 
hension of this precedent; and asked what se^ 
l^rity any peer of £ngland had far this right 
and privilege of peerage^ vhich those lords had 
Mkt. He aaidy if the biafaopi "Mould wMke* tfaeiv 
own cause, so far as to give up the two great 
points oi episcopal .car dination and confirmation ; 
^ they would Mppnr^ etul/iBti£jF the ect for 
j e eiifi ng the fueAg^tian jdhmehf^gowemMat ill 
Scotland, as the true protest ant religion and 
parity of worshipi they must |pye up that which 
hmi Ixea- CDBieDdedi Me bemeeii« neilk and the 

Ser thirty yeM% and been defended 
Dy the greatest zod most learned men in the 
cnarch of Engiakiid. He objected to the exempt^ 
img aftiele^ ^ vfaich heftfeeblB frfieea attd ski|^ 
riorities w«re reserved. He affirmed that the 
union was contrary to the sense of the Scottish 
nataeo; that, the murmurs of the ptopie had 
hma e» loud aa tor^tt.dieiirimte'ikingdoatt and 

so bold as to reach even to the doors of the par^ 
liament : that the parliament itself had suspended 
their beloved claine in the ^aei^-iof teouait?|^ for 
Stfttiiftg the peopl09> that the foriMmeAe had 
issued a proclamation pardoning ail slaughest| 
bloodshed, and maiminff ccmimicted upon those 
wiMi-ahoiild be Iwuid »iuM»«lta» JSiosn^tisase 
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startm^ new difficulties found themselves dis- 
abled from purstting their design* They could 
ao( object to ^ recital, which was bardl^ maiter 

of fact ; and they had not strength sumcient to 
oppose the general enacting clause. On the other 
baatfiv ^he miug^ prawoted it wifth such zeal that 
ii^pdtied hff m majority of one hundred and fouiw 
teen, before the others had recollected them«< 
selves from the surprise which the structure of 
the bitt had tocoaiioaed. it m»de its way through 
tbe hoOM «f ic«da with «<iMi dispatch ; and^ 
when it received the royal sanction, the queen 
expressed the utmost satisfaction.. She said she 
did not dmbt but it woi^d be nmembmd and 
i^fokm of h«Matft*r^4d thto hcHRmr^of chose who 
had been inatniniental in bringing* it to such a 
happy. conclustoa* She desired that her subjects 
b#tb kMfdMBs ffaonld fvom hence foii ig ar d 
behave /witb all possible respect a«d kradnesa 
towards one another, that so it mi^ht appear to 
ftlLiiie world' tbey bad hearts disposed to become 
we paopla 

15. As the act of union did not take place till 
the first of May, a great number of traders in 
both kingdoms resolved to jnabe .advantage of 
thii»«iliemal» . The £ngUsh proposed to export 

into Scotland such commodities as entitled them 
to a drawback, with a view to bring them back 
^fder ^he first of May» 'Efae Scots, on the other 
bmd^ ae«tbmi^dmt0s iMremuek^ lower than those 

in England, intended to import great quantities 
of wine, brandy, and other merchandize, which 
they eoldd.seU at a greater advaajiU|fe in Eng-^ 
hudi after .ihe «m6b9 when thAnre wmM bi^ a few 

intercourse between the two nations. Some of 
the ministers had embarked in this fraudulent 
dtsigtt, MB^cfa atomnd the^erehama a* ^gland 
toaraeh degree^' dat^iiiey prawnted a relnofi^ 
•Wtance to the commons. Resolutions were im- 
a»ediately takm in. the house i^asl^ these 
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pmcticesy and a bill was prepared ; but the lords 
apprehending that it in some measure infringad 
the arciclM o£ the union, md that it migiit gif» 
lioibrage to the Scottish nation, it was dropped* 
The t rauds had been in a good measure prevenifid 
by the previous resolutions of the house; and 
the first day of M^y was now at hand; so that 
the bill was thought unnecessary. On the twen* 
ty-founh day oi April the ^ueen prosqgued tl|e 
parliaaent, after having given them to iisidee» 
stand, that she would centinoe by prcxdaaasftMNI 
the lords and commons already aanembled, as 
members in the first British parliament joa the 
part of England^ pursuant to the powees vepted 
m her by the acts of parliament of both kingw 
doms, ratifying the treaty of union. The parlia^ 
ment was accordingly revived by proclamation^ 
and amother issued to convoke the fim parliai^ 
ment of Great Britain for the twenty-third day 
of October. The Scots repaired to London^ 
where they were well received by the queen, 
who bestowed the tide of duke on tht esah of 
Roxburgh and Montrose. She likewise granted a 
commission for a new privy-council in that king- 
dom, to be in force till the neau session of par- 
liament, that the aation might not be disgusted 
by too sudden an alteration of outward appear* 
ances. The first of May was appointed as a 
day of public thanksgiving ; and congmtiiilatory 
addresses were sent up from all pms of Sng^^ 
land; but the university of Oxford prepared no 
compliment; and the Scots were wholly silent 
on this occasion* 

16* In the course of this sestioa the eommone, 
in an address to the queen, desired she wmild 
resettle the islands of St* Christopher's and Nevis 
in the West^Indies, which had been, rairaged by 
the enemy. They lik^^se resolved, tluit an 
humble address should be presented to her msK 
jest/y pi;a]^ing| she^ would concert, a^easures fee 
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euppressing a body of pirates who had made a 
Mlilemeot on the island of Madagascar, as als<i 
for neofnrkkg and preserving the ancient posi^ 
Mtstons, trade^ and fishery in Newfonndlandw 
The French refugees likewise delivered a remon- 
strance to the queen, recapitulating the benefits 
which the persecuted protestants in f ranee had 
reaped fbom the assistance of her. royal progeni<- 
tors, acknowledging their own happiness in 
liviBg under her gentle government, among % 
peope fay whom wej had been so kindly enter* 
tainied wnen driven from their native country; 
and imploring her majesty's interposition and 
good offices in favour of their distressed and 
peittcttted brethren abroad. She gradously re-* 
ceived this address, declaring, she had always 
great compassion for the unhappy circumstances 
of the protestants in f ranee: that she would 
' eommunicate her thoughts on this subject to her 
allies; and she expressed her hope that such 
measures might be taken as should effectually 
answer the intent of their petition. In the monta 
of Mbj she i^ranted an audience to an ambassi^ 
dor extraordinary from the czar of Muscovy^ 
who dehvered a letter from his master, contain- 
ing complaints of king Augustus^ who had maU 
tMatied the Russian troops sent to his assistancai 

concluded a dishonourable peace with Charles 
king of Sweden, without the knowledge of his 
nUies, and surrendered count Patkul^ the Musco- 
vite niinbter, as a deserter, to the Swedish mo- 
narch, contrary to the law of nations, and even 
to the practice of barbarians. He, therefore, 
desired her &ritannic majesty would use her 
good offices for the enlargement of the count, 
and the other Russian prisoners detained at 
Stockholm ; and that she would take into her 
protection the remains of the Russian auxiliaries 
-iipon the. Rhine, that they might either enter 
the service. of the allies, or \>q H lil^fty to 
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retiun in safety to their ovm countrf. The 
^oeen actually interposed in behalf of 'Paikol^ 
oat her iotereessieii promd meflfertaal, and thae 

unhappy minister was put to death with all the 
eircumstanceft of wanton barbarity. As xnanr 
severe and sarcastic wriimgs had lately appeared 
in whieb the wMgs and ministry were revfledy 
and reflections hinted to the prejudice of the 
queen's person, the government resolved to 
make examples of the authora and pnblishers of 
these licentious |>roductions. Dr. Joseph Browne 
was twice pilloried for a copy of verses, inti- 
tuled. The Country Parwns Advice to the 
^ Lord-Keeper,*' and a letter which he after* 
wards wrote to Mr. secretary Harley. William 
Stephens, rector of Sutton in Surrey, underwent 
the same sentence, as author of a pamphlet, called^ 
^ A letter to the Author of the Memorial of t4ie 

Church of England." Edward Ward was fined 
and set in the pillory, for having written a bur- 
lesque poem on the times, under the title of 
•* Hndibras Redivivns,'^ and the same punish« 
ment was inflicted upon V/illiam Pittes, author 
of a performance, intituled ** The Case of the 
^ Cborch of England's Memorial fairly stated." 

17» The lower faovse of convocation still con* 
tinued to wrangle with their superiors; and 
though they joined the upper house in a congra- 
tulatory address to the qiieen on the success of 
her arms, they resolved to make applieadon to 
the commons apfainst the union. The queen be- 
ing apprised o£ their design, desired the arch- 
- bishop to prorogue them for three weeks, before 
die esfnratfon of whivh the wet of union had 
passed in parliament. The lower house deliver- 
ed a representaticm to the bishops, in which they 
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ahops found in their records seven or eight pre- 
cedents of- such piTorogatiQqst and above thirty 
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iiMtances of the convocation having sat some* 
tfines heforet and toaietiine^ ^er a fetaioa of 
patUamentt say, moMibim eweo wImhi the par* 
liament was dit^solved. The queen, informed of 
these proceedings, wrote a letter to the archbi- 
daiGf^ itimafing, that she Iciokeii upon tke lower 
famrae as guilty of an iiMmioB o€ her rt»]ral s» 

premacy ; and that if any thing of the same na« 
tore thQuld be attenoipted for ibe future, she 
VDvld uae inch meaxis for punishiag ^dfeodeft at 
the lair warMnted. The prdociittM* absentuig 
himself from the convocation, the archbishop 
pronounced seateace of contumacy against hiixu 
The bmcr heme, in a proteftadon, declared diii 
sentence unlawful and altogether noU. Nere^ 
theless, the prolocutor made a full submission, 
with which the ^chbishop was satisfied, and the 
sentence was repealed* About this period the 
earl of Sunderland was appointed one of the se* . 
cretaries of state, in the room of sir Charles 
Hedges. This change was not effected without 
great opposition from Harky, who was in his 
^eart an enemy to the duke of Marlborough, and 
all liis adherents ; and had already, by his secret 
intrigues, made considerable progress ma scheme 
for fuporsedtng the infliieiice of tiirdutehess* 

18. The French king at this juncture seemed 
to be entirely abandoned by his former good 
fortune* He had susMined such a number of 
successive defeats as had ^drained his kingdom of 

people, and his treasury was almost exhausted* 
He endeavoured to support the credit of his go- 
vemmenc hj issuing mint^hiUs^ itt imitatkn cf 
the banknotes of Eiigland^ but, notwtthstaod* 
ing all his precautious, they passed at a discount 
of three*and-fi{ty per cent« The lands lay un« 
cultivated ; the mamtiGscmrcs csAdd be no longer 
carried on.; and the subjects perished witih fs^ 
mine. The allies, on the other tvand, seemed to 
prosper in evdry.^^uartar. Thef had hecame 
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masters of the ^eatest part of the Xcthcrlandf, 
in consequence of the victory dt Ramillies; the 
army of king Charles was considerably rein* 
forced : a scheme was formed for the conquest 
of Toulon, by the troops of the emperor and 
the duke of Savoy, supplied with a large sum of 
money by queen Anne, and assisted by the corn-* 
bined fleets of England uid Holland, under the 
command of sir Cloudci>iey Shovel. lu a word, 
France seemed to be reduced to the verge of de- 
struction, from which nothing in all probability 
cuiild have saved her but the jealousy and mis- 
conduct of the confederates, JLouis, b^ virtue 
of his capitulation with the emperor m Italy^ 
was enabled to send such reinforcements into 
Spain, as turned the fortune of the war in that 
country; while the distractions in the council of 
king Charles prevented that unanimity and con« 
currence, without which no success can be ex- 
* pected. The earl of Peterborough declared 
against an oITensive war, on account of the dtifi- 
culty of finding subsistence in Castile; and ad* 
vised Charles to trust to the expedition ag^ainst 
Toulon. This opinion he sent from Italy, to 
which he had withdrawn, 

19, Charles, however, was persuaded to pene- 
trate once more to Madrid, and give battle to 
the enemy wherever ihey should appear. On 
the thirteenth day of March the army was as- 
sembled at Caudela, to the number of sixteen 
iliousand men; under the auspices of the mar- 
quis das Minas, to whom the earl of Galway was 
second in command. They marched towards 
Yecla, and undertook the siege of Vilena ; but, 
having received intelligence that the duke of 
Berwick was in the neighbourhood, they ad- 
vanced on the fourteenth day of April in four co- 
lumns towards the town of Almanza, where the 
enemy were drawn up in order of battle, their 
number being considerably superior to that of 

Vol. XL K 
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the confeclcraics. The battle began about two 
in the afternoon, and the whole front of each 
army was fully engaged. The£ngUsh and Dutch 
squadrons on the left, a^ustained by the Portu* 
guese horse of the second line, were overpower- 
ed after a p-allant resir>tance. The centre, con- 
sisting chielly of battalions from Great Britain 
and Holland, obliged the enemy to give way, 
and drove their first upon their second tine ; but 
the Portuguese cavairy ontheripht being broken 
at the first charge, their foot betook tliemselves 
to flight ; so that the English' and Dutch troops 
being left naked on the flanks, were surrounded 
and attacked on every side. In this dreadful 
emergency they formed themselves into a square, 
and retired from the field of battle. By this 
time the men were quite spent with fatigue, and 
all their ammunition exhausted : they were igno- 
rant of the country, abandoned by their horse, 
destitute of provision, and cut off from all hope 
of supply. Moved hy these dismal considera* 



selves prisoners of war, to the amount of thir- 
teen battalions* The Portuguese, and part of 
the English horse, with the infantry that guarded 
the bagsfdge, retreated to Alcira, where they 
were joined by the earl of Galway, with about 
five-and-twenty hundred dragoons which he had 
brought from the field of battle. About three 
thousand men of the allied army were killed 
upon the spot, and among that number -brigadier 
' Killigrew, with many oflficers of distinction. 
The earl of Galway, who charged in person at 
the head of 6uiscard*s dragoons, rec^^ two 
deep cuts in the face. The marquis das Minas 
was run through the arm, and saw his concu- 
bine, who fought in the habit of an Amazon, 
killed by his side : the lords Tyrayrley, Mark 
Ker, and colonel Clayton, Were wdundd : all 
their arcillery, together with aa huadred and 
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surrendered them- 
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twemy coloun and tiandardt, and mboot ttn 
tiioosand men^ were taken ; to that no victory 
conld be more complete; yet it was not pur- 
chased without the loss of two thousand men 
alain m theaction, UK^dii^ some officers of emi- 
nence. The duke of Berwick, who commanded 

the troops of king; Philip, acquired a great addi* 

tioa of fame by his conduct and behaviour be« 
fore and during the engagement ; but fais autho- 
thority was superseded by the duke of Orleans, 
who arrived in the army immediately after the 
battle. This prince seemed to enttftain some 
private views of hisown; for he Mok no eAc* 

tual step to improve the victory. He began a 
private negotiation with the earl of Gaiway, 
during which the two armies lay inactive on the 
banks of the Cinca ; and he concluded the cam- 
paign with the siege of Lerida, which was sur- 
rendered by capitulation on the 2d day of Ho* 
▼ember: then the troops on both sides went i^to 
winter quarters. The earl of Gkdway and the 
marquis das Minas embarked at Barcelona for 
JLisbon, and general Carpenter remained com* 
mander of the English forces quartered in Cata* 
Ionia, which was now the only part of Spain that 
remained to king Charles. 

90. The attempt upon Toulon by the duke of 
Savoy and prince Eugene might have succeeded, 
if the emperor, notwithstanding the repeated re- 
monstrances of the maritime powers, had not di* 
vided his army in Italy, by detaching a consider* 
able body throngh the ecclesiasticai state towards 
Naples, of which he took possession without any 
difficulty. Besides, ten thousand recruits des- 
tine for the fanperial forces in Italy were de» 
tained in Germany, from an apprehension of the 
king of Sweden, who remained in Saxony, and 
seemed to be upon very indifferent terms with 
• the emperor. With the assistance of the English 
and Dutch fleets, the duke of Sa^voy imd prinee 
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Eugene passed the Var * on the eleventh day of 
July;, at the head of an army of thirty thousaiul 
men, and inarched directly towards TouioOy 
whither the artillery and ammunition were con- 
veyed on board of the combined squadrons. 
The French king was extremely alarmed at this 
attempt, as five thousand pieces of caonon, vast 
magasioes, and the best part of his fleets were ia 
the harbour of Toulon, and ran the greatest 
. risk of being entirely taken or destroyed. The 
whole kingdom of France was filled with con- 
•teraation when they found th^ enemies were 
in the bosom of their country. The monarch 
resolved to leave no stone unturned for the relief 
of the place, and his subjects exerted themselves 
IB a very extraordinary manner for its preserv»- 
tion. The nobility of the adjacent provinces 
armed their servants and tenants, at the head of 
whom they marched into the city: they coined 
their plate, and pawned their jewels for money 
to pay the workmen employed upon the fortift> 
cations ; and such industry was used, that in a 
few days the town and harbour, which had been 
greatly neglected, were put in a good posture of 
defence. The allies took possession of the emi« 
nences that commanded the city, and the ord- 
nance being landed, erected batteries. From 



* This passage was effected to the astonishment of the 
Erench, irho Uiouffht the works they had raised od ttet 
river were irilpreguahle. The honour of the enterprise was 
in a great measure owing to the tjallantry of sir John Thor- 
ns and the English seamon. I liat brave otficer, embark- 
ing in boats with six liundred sailors and marines, entered 
the fiver, and were rowed within masket shot of the ene- 
my's works, where the.^ made such a vigorous and unex- 
pected attack, 'hat thf*. Krencli were irnmediaiery driven 
from that part ot their cntrenchmenls ; then sir John land- 
ed with bis men. clambered over tlie works that were 
deemt-d inaccesstbie, and attackiuff the detodants sword 
in hand, c ompf^lled them to fly with the utmost precipi- 
lation. This detachment was sustained by sir Cloudesley 
Shovel in person The duke or Savov, taking advantaj^e 
or the enemy's consternation, passed Uie river almost witlx- 
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these they began ta cannonade and bombard the 
city, while the fleet attacked and reduced two 

forrs at the entrance of the Mule, and co-ope- 
rated in the sie^e with their great guns and 
bomh-ketches. The garrison was numerous, and 
defended the place with great vigour. They 
sunk ships in the entrance to the Mole : they 
kept up a prodigious fire from the ramparts: 
they made desperate sallies, and even drove the 
besiegers from one of their posts with great 
slaughter. The French king, alarmed at this de- 
sign of his enemies, ordered troops to march to- 
wards Toulon from all parts, of his dominions* 
He countermanded the forces that were on their 
route to improve the victory of Almanza: a 
great part of the army under Villars on the 
Rhine was detached to Provence, and the court 
of Versailles declared, that the duke of Bur- 
gundy should march at the head of a strong 
army to the relief of Toulon. The duke of Sa- 
voy being apprised of these preparation*^, seeing 
no hope of reducing the place, and being ap« 
prehensive that his passage would be intercept* 
ed^ resolved to abandon his enterprise. The 
artillery being re-embarked, with the sick and 
wounded^ he dec^imped in the night, under fa^ 
your of a terrible bombardment and cannonad* 
ing from the English fleet, and retreated to' his 
own country without molestation.* Then he 
undertook the reduction of Susa, the garrison 
of which surrendered at discretion. By this 
conquest he not only secured the key to his 
own dominions, but also opened to himseli a free 
passage into Dauphinee. 

21. Sir Cioudesl^y Shovel having left a squa<>* 

♦ Had the duke of Savoy marched with expedition from 

tlie Var, Tip would hitvf* found Toulon defenceless; hut he 
lingf red in such a maniifT as ^ive^ reitison to beiievf^ he 
was aoL liearty in the euterprise; and his ooerations were 
retarded by a difierence between him and his kinsmao 

yrince Bogene* 
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droo with sir Thomas Dilkes for the Mediter- 
ranean service^ sat sail for England with the rest 
of the fleet, and "was in sonadings on the twenty* 

second day of October. About eight o'clock at 
nighi his own ship^ the Association, struck upon 
the rocks of Scilly, suid perished with every per- 
son on board* This was likewise the fate of the 
Eagle and the Romney : the Firebrand was dash- 
ed in pieces on the rocks ; but the captain and 
foiir«MMl^twenty mea saved themselves in the 
boat : the Phoenix was driven on shore : the 
Royal Anne was saved by the presence of mind 
ana uncommcm dexterity of sir George Bvng 
and his officers t the St% Oeorge, cmnmandea by 
lord Dursley, struck upon the rocks, but a wave 
set her afloat again. The admiral's body, being 
cast ashore, was strippittl and buried in tke saad; 
bttt afkerwstrds -^iBscovered brought intQ 
Plymouth, from whence it was conveyed to 
London, and interred in Westminster*Abbey«. 
Sir Cloudesley Shovel was hom of mean parent- 
age in the county of Suffolk ; but -raised himself 
to the chief command at sea, by his industry, 
valour, skill, and integrity* On the Upfier Rhine 
the aUiee wftre unprosperoM** The prince of 
Baden vpas dead, and the German army so iof* 

4 

•'In the tfeoth ef tbvM slii|»s of Hie M&e^ namely, 
the Roval Oak, of seventy-six guos, commanded bjr 
commodore baron Wylde ; the Grafton, of seventy r^ns^ 
captain Edward Acton ; and the Hampton- Court, of se- 
venty guns, captain George Clements, sailed as convoy to 
the West-India and Portugal fleet of merchant snips» 
amounting to iive-iaid4lfty sail. They fell in with die 
DuDkirk sauadroo, consistiiia of ten ships of war, ono 
frigate, and four privateers, under the command of M. 
de Forbin. A furious action immediately ensued, and 
x^ptwithstandiug the vast disproportion in point of num* 
per, was maintiuned by tiie Kuglish commodore with 
great gallantry, uutil captain Acton was killed, captain 
CletnfatS mortaHy wonnded, and the Grafton and Hamp- 
Jgo-Court, were Uken, after havinj: sunk the Salisbury, at» 
tiiat Ume in the hands of the French: then the commo- 
SPn'^l.ir^^"*^ eleven feet water in his hold, disengased 
rL» k"* the enemy, by whom he |iad been surrounded, 
* ran bia ahip agrcmnd near Dongenes^i but nbe. 
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considerable, that it could not defend the lines 
of Buhl against the mareschal de Villars, who 
broke through this work, esteemed the rampart 
of Germany, reduced Rastadt, defeated a body 
of horse, laid the dutchy of Wirtemburg under 
contribution, took Stutgard and Schorndorf; 
and routed three thousand Germans entrenched 
at JLorch^ under the command of General Janus, 
who was made prisoner. In all probabiKty, this 
active officer would have made great progress 
towards the restoration of the elector of Bavaria, 
had not be been obliged to stop in the middle of 
his career, in consequence of his army's being 
diminished by sending off detachments to Pro- 
veace. The imperial army retired towards Hail- 
afterwards floated, and he brought her safe into the 
Downs. In the mean time, the French frigate and pri- 
vateers made prize of twenty-one English merchant-ships 
of great value, wiiich, with the Grafton and Hampton- 
Gourty FourMi conveyed in triumph to Dunkirk* In July 
the same active officer took fifteen shins belonging to the 
Russian company, off the coast of Lapland : in September 
he joined another squadron fitted out at Brest, under 
the command of the celebrated M. du Cuai Trouin, and 
these attacked, off the Lizard, the convoy of the Portugal 
fleet, consisting of the CuatDmiand, captain Ricliard Ed» 
'Wards, of eighty guos ; the Devonshire, of eighty ; the 
Hoyal Oak, of seventy-six; the Chester and Ruby, of 
fifty guns each. Though the French squadron did not 
fall snort of twelve sail of the line, the English captains 
n^ntained the action far many hours trith surprising 
valour* At length the Devonshire was obliged to yield to 
superior numbers; the Cumberland blew up; the Chester 
and Ruby were taken the Royal oak fought her way 
through the midst of her enemies, and arrived safe in the 
harbour of Kinsale ; and the Lisbon fleet saved them- 
selyes, by making the best of their way during the en* 
gagement. Since the battle off Mulafa^ the French king 
had never dared to keep the sea with a large fleet, but 
carried on a kind of piratical war of this sort, in order 
to distress the trade of England. He was the more en« 
cooraged to pursue these measures, by the correspondence 
which his ministers carried on with some wretches be- 
longing to the admiralty, and other officers, who basery 
betrayed their country in transmitting to France such 
intelligence concerning the convoys appointed for tiie 
protection of commerce, as enablea the enemy to attack 
them at Miimttt«|e. In the course of this year the French 
fishery, stSigeSv ships, and vessels in Newfoundland were' 
taken, burned, and desuoyed. by captain Jotw UndeK^ 
down» of (be Faikiand. r . » —^t- 
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broo, and. the command of it was, at the request 
of the emperor and allies, assumed by the elector 

of Hanover, who restored military discipline, 
and acted with uncommon prudence and cir- 
cumspection ; but he had not force sufficient to 
undertake any enterprise of importance. 

22. In the month of April, the duke of Marl- 
borough set out from the Hague lur Leipsick 
with a letter from the queen to Charles XII. of 
Sweden, whose designs were still so mysterious, 
that the confederates could not help being alarm* 
ed at his being in the licart of Germany. The 
duke was pitched upon as the most proper am- 
bassador, to soothe his vanity and penetrate into 
his real intention.* He found this original cha- 
racter, not s!m[)le, but sordid in his appearance 
and ec(ni()iny, sav;^jre in his deportment, feroci- 
ous, illiterate, stubborn, implacable, and reserved. 
The £nglish general assailed him on the side of 
his vanity, the only part by which he was acces- 
sible. " Sire,*' said he, " I present to your ma- 
jesty a letter, not from the chancery, but 
from the heart of the queen my mistress, and 
written with her own hand. Had not her sex 
"prevented her from taking so long a journey, 
" she would have crossed the sea to see a prince 
" admired by the whole universe. I esteem my- 
" self happy in having thevibpnour of assuring 
your majesty of my regard ;.knd 1 should think 
It a great happiness, if my affairs would allow 
me, to learn under so great a general as your 
" majesty, what I want to know in the art of 
^ war,'* Charles was pleased with this oyer* 

• Wlien the dijl<e arrivpd in his coach at the quarters 
of count Piper, oi whom iw, had demanded au audience, 
he was giwea to ttiudereUiiMl that the count was busy, and 
obliged to wait half an hour before the Swedish minister 
came down to receive him. When he appeared at last, 
the duke aiigiiled from h\s coach, put on liis liat, passed 
tae count without saiuung him, and went aside to the 
J^i>ere having Staid* some time, he retorned^ *^ 
"^sted lilm with tlie most polito ad^ms. 
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strained compliment, which seems to have been 
calculated for a raw, uaiatelUgeat barbarian, 
unacquaiiited with the characters of maokiiid. 

He professed particular venerauon for queen 
Anne, as well as for the person of her ambas- 
sador, and declared he would take no steps to 
the prejudice ef the grand alliance. Neverthe- 
less, the sincerity of this declaration has been 
questioned. The f rench court is said to have 
pained over his minister, count Piper, to their 
interest. Certain it is, he industriously sought 
occasion to quarrel with the emperor, and treat- 
ed him with great insolence, until he submitted 
to all his demands. The treaty being concluded 
upon the terms he thought proper to impose, he 

had no longer the least shadow of pretence to 
continue his disputes with the court of Vienna ; 
ud therefore began his march for Poland, which 
was by this time overrun by the czar of Mus- 
covy. 

23. The duke of Marlborough returning from 
Saxony, assembled the allied army at Anderlach 
l^ar Brussels, about the middle of May; and, 
understanding that the elector of Bavaria and 
the duke de Vendome, who commanded the 
French forces, bad quitted their lines, he ad- 
vanced to Soig^nies, with a design to engage 
them in the plain of Fleurus. But receiving cer- 
tain intelligence, that the enemy were greatly 
ifiperior to the allies in number, by the Help of 
drafts from all the garrisons, he retreated to- 
wards Brussels, and took post at Mildert ; while 
the French advanced to Gemblours. Both armies 
lay inactive until the enemy sent off a large de- 
tachment toward* Provence. Then the duke of 
Marlborough and general d*Auverquerque re» 
solved to attack them in their fortified camp at 
Gemblours. But they retreated with such cele- 
rity from one post to another, that the confede* 
rates could not come up with them untii, thay 

K 2 
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were safeijr encamped wtth the right at Pont-a- 
TresiD, and their left under the cannon of LAsle^ 
covered with the river Sclieldt, and secured by 

entrenchments. The allies chose their camp at 
Helchin, and foraged under the cannon of Tour-* 
nay, within a league of the enemy ; but nothing 
• could induce them to hazard an engagement ; 
and boili armies went into winter quarters in 
the latter end of October. The duke of Marl* 
borough set out for Franckfort, where he con- 
ferred with the electors of Mentz, Hanover, and 
Palatine, about the operations of the next cam- 
pai^: then he returned to the Hague, and 
having concerted the necessary measuries with 

the deputies of the states-general, embarked for 
England in the beginning of November. 

24. The queen's private favour was now shift- 
ed to a new object. The dutchess of Marlbo- 
rough was supplanted by Mr^. Masham, her 
own kinswoman, whom she had rescued from 
indigence and obscurity. This favourite sue- 
ceeded to that ascendancy over the mind of her 
sovereign which the dutchess had formerly pos- 
sessed. She was more humble, pliable, and 
obliging, than her first patroness, who had play- 
ed the tyrant, and thwarted the queen in soma 
of her most respected maxims. Her majjesty*s 
prepossession in favour of the tories and high* 
churchmen was no longer msolently condemned, 
and violently opposed. The new confidante 
conformed to all her prejudices, and encouraged 
all her designs with assent and approbation. In 
political intrigues she acted as associate, or ra- 
ther auKiliary, to Mn secretary Harley, who 
had insinuated himself into the queen's ^ood 
graces; and determined to sap the credit of the 
duke of Marlborough and the earl of Godolphin. 
His aim was to umte the tory interest under his 
own auspices, and expel the wings from the ad- 

vaiuages they, possessed under the government. 
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His ciiief coadjutor io ibis scheme was Heniy 

St. John, afterwards lord Bolmgbroke, a man of 
warm imagination and elegant taste, penetrat- 
ing, eloquent, ambitious, and enterprising, whose 
talents were rather specious than solid, and whose 
principles were loose and fluctuating. He was 
at first contented to act in an inferior capacity, 
subservient to the designs of the secretary ; but, 
when he understood the full extent of his owa 
parts and influence, he was lired with the am- 
bition of eclipsing his principal, and from the 
sphere of his minister raise4 himself to the cha* 
racter of his rival. These politicians, with the 
assistance of sir Simon Harcourt, a colleague of 
t^ncommou ability and credit, exerted their en* 
deavours to rally and reconcile the disunited 
tories, who were given to understand, that the 
queen could no longer bear the tyranny of the 
whigs : that she had been always a friend in her 
heart to the tory and high-church party; and 
that she would now exhibit manifest proof of 
her inclination. She accordingly bestowed the 
bishoprics of Chester and Exeter upKm sir Wil- 
liam Dawes and Dr. Blackall, who, thougli 
otherwise of unblemished characters, had openly 
coudcnined the revolution. 

25« The people in general began to be sick 
of the whig ministry, whom they had formerly 
caressed. To them they imputed the burthens 
under which they groaned ; burthens which they 
had hitherto been animated to bear by the pomp 
of triumph and uninterrupted success. At pre* 
sent they were discouraged by the battle of Al- 
ynanza, the miscarriage of the expedition against 
Toulon, the loss of sir Cioudesley Shovel, and« 
the fate of four ships of the line, destroyed or 
taken by a squadron under the command of 
messieurs ^ourbin and Du Guai Trouin, two of 
the most enterprising sea-officers in the French 
lervicQ. No new advantage had been obtained 
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in the Netherlands : Frafice^ instead of sinkiD^ 
under the weight of the confederacy^ seemed to 

rise with fresh vigour from every ovorthrow : 
the English traders had lately sustained repeated 
losses for want of proper eotivoys t the cdln of 
the nation was visibly diminished ; and the pub* 
!ic credit begran to decHne. The tories did not 
fail to iucuicate and exaggerate these causes of 
discontent^ and the ministry were too remiss in 
taking proper steps for the satisfaction of the 
nation. Instead of soothing by gentle measures, 
and equal administration, the Scots, who had. 
expressed such aversion to the union, they treat* 

ed them in such a manner, as served to exas* 
perate the spirits of that people* A stop was 
put to their whole commerce for two months 
before it was diverted into the new channel. 

Three months elapsed before the equivalent wa^ 
remitted to that kingdom, and it was afterwards 
applied to the most shameful partiality. Seizures 
of wines and other merchandise imported from 
thence into England, were made in all the 
northern parts with an affectation of s^erity 
and disdain : so that the generality of ^ Scot* 
tish nation loudly exclaimed ajifainst the mmm 
and the government. The jacobites were again 
in commotion. They held conferences: wey 
maintained a correspondence with the court of 
St. Germains : a great number of the most rigid 
wlii^s entered so far into their measures, as to 
think a revolution was absolutely necessary to 
preserve the liberties, independence, mA com- 
merce of their country : the pretender's birth- 
day was publicly celeorated in many different 
parts of the kingdom; and every thing seemed 
to portend an universal revolt. Ireland conti- 
nued quiet under the administration of the earl 
of Pembroke, whom the queen had appointed 
lord lieutenant of that kingdom. A parliament 
havio; met at Dublin in the month of July, pre- 
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seated addresses of congratulation to her majesty 
on the late Qnioii of the two kingdoms. The 
commons having inspected the public accounts, 
resolved, that the kingdom had been put to 
excessiYe charge, by means ot great arrears of 
refit returned by the late trussees, as due out of 
the forfeited estates, which returns were false 
and unjust ; and, that an bumble representation 
should be laid before her majesty on this sub« 
|ect. They passed anoAer laudable resolution 
in favour of their own manufactures. They 
jrrauted the necessary supplies, and having finish- 
ed several bills for the royal assent, were pro- 
roguedon the twenty^ninth day of October. 

26. It was on the twenty-tnird of the same 
month, that the first parliament of Great Britain 
assembled at Westminster^ when the queen in 
her speeeh ta both houses, palliated the misear* 
riages in Provence and in Spain : represented 
the necessity of making further efforts against 
the commcm enemy; and exhorted them to be 
upon their puard against those who endeavoured 
to sow jealousies m the commonwealth. The 
commons in their address, expressed the conti^ 
nuance of their former seal and devotion to her 
maj^esty^s government; but^ in the house of lords, 
the earl of Wharton expatiated upon the scarcity 
of mcmey, the decay of trade, and the misma- 
nagement of the navy. He was seconded by lord 
Somers, and the leaders of the tory party, who 
proposed, that, previous to every measure, they 
should- consider the state of the nation. The 
design of Wharton and Sdmers, was to raise the 

earl of Orfdrd once more to the head of the 
admiral tj; and the tories^ who did not perceive* 
their drifts hoped, in the courto of the inquiry, 
to flic the blame of all mismanagement upon the 
whig ministers. A day being fixed for this 
examination, the house received a petition from 
the sheliffii and merchants of l^don, ccmiplain* 
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ing of great losses by sea, for want of cruisers 
aod coavoy^; and the complainu were proved 
bT wito^tscfl* The report was sent to the lord- 

aamiral, who answered all the articles separate- 
ly: then the tories moved for an address, in 
which the blame oi the miscarriages might be 
laid upon the ministry and cabinet^councu ; but 
the motion was overruled : the queen was pre- 
sented with a bare representation of the facts, 
and desired that she would take the proper 
measures for preventing such evils for the fu- 
ture. The commons made some progress in an 
inquiry of the same nature; and brought in a 
bill for the better securing the trade of the 
kingdom. They cheerfully granted the supplies 
for the service of the casuino^ yean They pre- 
pared another bill for repealing the Scottish act 
of security, and that about peace and war, which 
had excited such jealousy in the English nation. 
They resolved, tnat there should be but one 
privy-council in the kingdom of Great Britain: 
that the militia of Scotland should be put on the 
same footing with that of England: that the 
powers of the justices of the peace .should be the 
same through the whole island ; that the lords of 
justiciary in Scotland should go circuits twice in 
the year: that the writs for electing Scottish 
memners to serve in the house of commons should 
be directed, and returns made, in the same man- 
ner as practised in England, An act being form* 
ed on these resolutions, they brought in a bill 
for preserving the trade with Portugal : then 
they considered the state o£ the war in Spain. 

27. When the queen passed these bills, she 
recommended an augmentation in the aids and 
auxiliaries ^rranted to the king* of Spain and the 
duke of 5avoy. This intimation produced a 
debate in the house of lords, on the a&irs of 
Spain. The services of the earl of Peterborough 
extolled by the earl of Rochester and lord 
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Haversham, svho levelled some oblique reflect 
tions at the earl of Oalway, Several lords en« 

larged upon the necessity of carrying on the war 
until king Charles should be fully established 
upon the throne of Spain. The earl of Peter* 
borough said they ougfht to contribute nine shil- 
liugs in the pound rather than m;ike peace on 
any other terms ; he declared himself ready to 
return to Spain, and serve even under the earl 
of Gal way. The earl of Rochester repeated a 
maxim of the old duke of Schornberg, th;it at- 
tacking France in the Netherlands was like tak- 
ing a bull by the horns. He therefore proposed, 
that the allies should stand on the defensive in 
Flanders, and detach from thence fifteen or 
twenty thousand men into Catalonia. He was 
seconaed by the earl of Nottingham ; but warm* 
ly opposed by the duke of Marlborough, who 
urged, that the great towns in Brabant which 
he had conquered could not be preserved with* 
out a considerable number of men ; and that if 

the French should gain any advanta^j^c in rian- 
ders from their superiority in point of number, 
the disconted party in Holland, which was very 
numerous, and bore with impatience the burthen 
of the war, would not fail crying aloud for peace. 
Being challenged by Rochester to show how 
troops could be procured for the service of I^aly 
and Spain, he assured the house, that measures 
had been already concerted with the emperor, 
for forming an army of forty thousand men 
under the duke of Savoy, for sending powerful 
succours to king Charles. This declaration finish* 
ed the debate, which issued in an affectionate 
address to her majesty. The lords resolved, that 
no peace could be safe and honourable for her 
majesty and her alUes, if Spain and the Spanish 
West Indies were suffered to continue in the 
power of the house of Bourbon. They presented 

an address, in whlck they desired she would 
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pms the empeior to sead powerful sufSeoim to 
Sp;«ti under the command of prince Eugene, 

with all possible expedition to make good his 
coatract with the duke of Savoy, and strengthen 
the arnnr on the Rhine, which was bow happily 
put uncler the conduct of that wise and valiant 
prince, the elector of Hanover. The commons 
concurred in this remonstrance, in consequence 
of which the queen desired the emperor to be- 
. stow the command in Spain upon prince Eugene. 
The court of Vienna, however, did not comply 
with this request; but sent thither count Starem- 
bcrg, who, of all the Genjian generals, was 
next to the prince in military reputation. The 
commons now proceeded to consider of ways 
and means, and actuaOy established funds for 
raising the supply, wfaicn amounted to the enor« 
' mous sum of six millions. 

28. At this period. Mr. Harley's character !&• 
eurred suspicion, from the treachery of William 
Gregg, an inferior clerk in his office, who was 
detected in a correspondence with Mondeur 
Chamillard, the French king's minister. When 
his practices were detected, he made an ample 
confession, and pleading guilty to his indictment 
at the Old Bailey, was condemned to death for 
high-treason. At the same time, John Bara and 
Alexander Valiere were committed to Newgate, 
for corresponding with the enemy • and Claude 
Baud, secretary to the duke of Savoy's minister, 
was, at the request of his niaster, apprehended 
for traitorous practices against her majesty and 
her government. A committee of seven lords 
being appointed to examine these delinquents, 
made a repon to the house, which was eommu- 
nicated to the queen, in an address, importing, 
that Gregg had discovered secrets of state to the 
French rdinister ; that Alexander Valiere 4^ nd 
John Bara had managed a correspondence with 
"^e governors and Commissaries of Cahiis and 
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Jdoulogn ; and, in all probability, discovered to 

the enemy the stations of the British cruisers, 
the strength of their convoys, and the times at 
which die merchant ships proceeded on their 
voyages ; that all the papers in the office of Mr. 
Secretary Harley had been for a considerable 
time exposed to the view of the meanest clerks, 
and that the perusal of all the letters to and 
from the French prisoners had been chiefly 
trusted to Grec^j^, a person of a very suspicious 
character, and known, to be extremely indigent* 
The queen granted a reprieve to this man, in 
hope of his maldng some important discovery ; 
but he really knew nothing of consequence to 
the nation. He was an indigent Scot, who had 
been employed as a spy in his own country, and 
now offered his services to Chamillard, with a 
view of beinor rewarded for his treachery ; but 
he was discovered before he had reaped any 
fruits from his correspondence. As he had no 
secrets of importance to impart, he was executed 
at Tyburn, where he delivered a paper to the • 
sheriff, in which he declared Mr. Harley entirely 
ignorant of all his treasonable ct)nnexions, not* 
withstanding some endeavours that were made 
to engage him in an accusation of that minister. 

29. The queen had refused to admit the earl 
of Peterborough into her presence, until he 
should have vindicated his conduct, of which 
king Charles had complained in divers letters. 
He was eagerly desirous of a parliamentary in- 
quiry. His military proceedings, his negotia- 
tions, his disposal of the remittances were taken 
into consideration l)y both houses, but he pro- 
duced such a number of witnesses and original 
papers to justify every transaction, that his cha* 
racter triumphed in the inquiry, which was 
dropped before it produced any resolution in 
parliament. Then they took cognizance of the 
state of affairs m Spain, and found there had beesi' 
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a great deficiency in the Ens^Iish troops at the 
battle of Alinanza. This, however, was ex- 
plained so much to their satisfaction, that they 
voted an address to the queen, thanking her for 
having taken measures to restore the affairs ia 
Spain, and provide forcij^n troops for that ser* 
vice* The bill lor reuderiug the union more 
complete met with a vigorous opposition in the 
house of lords from the court party, on account 
of the clause enacting, that, after the first of 
May, there should be but one privy-council in 
the kingdom of Great Britain* Tae ministry 
finding it was strenuously supported by all the 
tories, and a considerable number of the other 
faction, would have compromised the diilerence, 
by proposing that the privy-council of Scotland 
should continue to the first day of October. 
They hinted this expedient, in hope of being able 
to infiuence the ensuing elections; but their de- 
sign being palpable, the motion was overruled^ 
and the bul received the royal assent *. a court of 
exchequer, however, was erected in Scotland 
upon the model of that in England. The execu- 
tion of Gregg, and the examination of Valiere 
ajud Bara, who had acted as smugglers to the 
coast of France, under the protection of Harley^ 
to whom they engaged for intelligence, affected 
the credit of that minister, who was reviled and 
traduced by the emissaries of the whig party. 
The duke of Marlborough an4 the earl of Godol- 
phin, being apprised of his secret practices with 
Mrs. Masham, wrote to the queen, that they 
could serve her no longer, should Mr. Harley 
continue in the post of secretary. Being sum- 
moned to the cabmet council, they waited on her 
in person, and expostulated on tlic same subject. 
She endeavoured to appease their resentment 
witii soft persuasion^ which had no efiect; and 
when thev retired from court, to the astooish- 
vf^ut of ,4i.tbe sgectatojr?^ she repaired in person 
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ta the council. There Mr. Secretary Harley 
began to explain the cause of their meetiogt 
which was some circumstance relating to foreign 
aflpairs. The duke of Somerset said, he did not 
see how they could deliberate on such matters 
while the general and treasurer were absent; the 
other members observed a sullen silence ; so that 
the council broke up, and the queen found her- 
self in danger of being abandoned by her minis- 
ters. Next day her majesty sent for the duke of 
Marlborough, and told him that Harley should 
immediately resign his office, which was confer* 
red upon Mr. Henry Boyle, chancellor of the 
exchequer; but she deeply resented the deport- 
ment of the duke and the earl of Godolphin^ 
froo^i whom she entirely withdrew her confi- 
dence. Sir Simon Harcourt, attorney-general, 
sir Thomas Mansel, comptroller of tne house- 
hold, and Mr. St. John, relinquished their several 
posts upon the disgrace of Harley* 

SO. The kingdom was at this period alarmed 
with a threatened invasion from France. The 
court of St. Germains had sent over one colonel 
Hook with credentials to Scotland, to learn the 
situation, number, and ability of the pretender's- 
friends in that country. Tms minister, by his 
misconduct, produced a division among the Scot- 
tish jacobites. Bein^^ a creature of the duke of 
Perth, he attached himself wholly to the duke of 
Athol, and those other zealous partizans wha 
were bent upon receiving the pretender without 
conditionisi; and he neglected the duke of Hamil- 
ton, the earl Marischal, and otheir adherents of 
that house, who adopted the more moderate 
principles avowed by the earl of Middleton. 
At his return to France, he made such a favour- 
able report of the disposition and power of the 
Scottish nation, that Louis resolved to equip an 
armament, and send over the pretender to that 
lw^dom» His pretence w^^s tg establish that 
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.prince on the throde of his ancestors; but his 
real aim was to make a diversion from the Ne- 
therlands, and excite a revolt in Great Britain^ 
which should hinder queen Anne from exerting 
herself against France on the continent. He 
began to make preparations for this expedition 
at Dunkirk, where a squadron was assembled 
under the command of the chevalier de Fourbin; 
nnd a body of land-forces were embarked with 
Monsieur de Gace, afterwards known by the 
appellation of the mareschal de Matignon* The 
pretender, who had assumed the name of the 
chevalier de St, George, was furnished with ser- 
vices of gold and silver plate, sumptuous tentSy 
rich clothes for his life-guards, splendid liveries, 
and all sorts of necessaries even to profusion. 
Louis at parting presented him with a sword 
studded with valuable diamonds, and repeated 
vrhat he had formerly said to this adventurer^s 
father: "He hoped he 'should never see him 
again.*' The pope contributed to the expence 
of this expedition, and accommodated him with 
divers religious inscriptions, which were wrought 
upon his colours ana standards. Queen Anne 
being informed of these preparations, and the 
design of the French monarch, communicated to 
the commons the advices which she had receiv- 
ed from Holland and the Netherlands, touching 
the destination of the Dunkirk armament; both 
Houses concurred in an address, assuring her 
they would assist her majesty with their lives 
and fortunes against the pretended prince of 
Wales, and all her other enemies. Then they 
passed a bill, enacting, that tliu oath of abjura- 
tion should be tendered to all persons, and such 
as refused to take it should be in the condition 
of convicted recusants. By another, they sus- 
pended the habeas corpus act till October, with 
relation to persons apprehended by the govern- 
ment on suspicion of treasonable practices. The 
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pretender and his adherents were proclaimed 
traitors and rebels; and a bill was passed, disr 
charging the clans of Scotland from all vassalage 
to those chiefs who should take up arms against 
her majesty. Transports were hired to bring 
over ten British battalions from Ostend; a large 
fleet being equipped with incredible diligencet 
sailed from Deal towards Dunkirk, under the 
conduct of sir John Leake, sir George Byng, and 
lord Dursley. The French imagined that Leake 
had sailed to Lisbon, and that Britain was uu* 
provided of ships of war; so that they wer^e 
amazed and confounded when this fleet appeared 
off ATardvke : a stop was immediately put to the 
embarkation of their troops: frequent expresses 
were dispatched to Paris: the count de Fourbia 
represented to the French king the little proba* 
bility of succeeding in this enterprise, and the 
dringer that would attend the attempt; but he 
received positive orders to embark the forces^ 
and set sail with the first favourable wind, 

SL The British fleet being forced from their 
station by severe weatlier on the fourteenth day 
of March, the French squadron sailed on tlxe 
seventeenth from the road of Dunkirk; but the 
wind shifting, it anchored in Newport-pits till 
the nineteenth in the evening', when they set sail 
again with a fair breeze, steering their course 
for Scotland. Sir George Byng having received 
advice of their departure, from an Ostend "^ssel 
sent out for that purpose by major-generarCa- 
dogan, ^dVQ chace to the enemy, after having 
detached a squadron, under admiral Baker, to 
convoy the troops that were embarked at Ostend 
for England. On the tenth day of March the 
queen went to the house of peers, where, in a 
speech to both houses, she told them that the 
French fleet had sailed; that sir George Byng 
was in pursuit of them ; and that ten battalions 
of her troops were expected every day in En^- 
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laad* This imimatioa was followed by two very 
warm addresses from the lords and commons, in 
which they repeated their assurances of standing 

'by her against ail her enemies. They exhorted 
"her to persevere in supporting the common 
cause, notwithstanding this petty attempt to 
^disturb her dominions ; and levelled some severe 
insinuations against those who endeavoured to 
foment jealousies between her majcbty and iier 
most faithful servants. Addresses on the same 
oceadion were sent up from different parts of the 
kingdom; so that the queen seemed to look with , 
contempt upon the designs of the enemy. Seve- 
^ral regiments of foot, with some squadrons of 
cavalry, began their march for Scotland: the 
earl of Leven, commander in chief of the forces 
in that country, and governor of the castle of 
Edinburgh, hastened thither to put that fortre^ 
in a posture of defence, and to make the proper 
'dispositions to oppose the pretender at his land- 
ing. But the vigilance of sir George Byng ren- 
dered all these precautions unnecessary. He 
sailed directly to the Frith of Edinburgh, where 
he arrived almost as soon as the enemy, who im- 
mediately took the advantage of a hmd breeze, 
and bore away with all the sail they could carry* 
The English admiral gave chace; and the Salis- 
bury, one of their ships, was boarded and taken. 
At night Monsieur de Fourbin altered bis course, 
so that next day they were out of reach of the 
English squadron. The pretender desired they 
would proceed to the northward, and land him 
at Inverness, and Fourbin seemed willing to gra- 
tify his request ; but the wind changing, and 
blowing in their teeth with great violence, he 
represented the danger of attempting to prose* 
cute the voyage; and, with the consent of the 
chevalier de St. George and his general, returned 
to Dunkirk, after having been tossed about a 
whole month in very tempestuous weather. In 
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the mean time, sir George Byng sailed up to 
Lieith road, where he received uie freedom of 
the city of Edinburgh in a golden box, as a tes- 
timony of gratitude for his having delivered 
them from the dreadful apprehensions under 
which they laboured. 

32, Certain it is, the pretender could not have 
chosen a more favourable opportunity for mak« 
ing a descent upon Scotland. The people in nre- 
Beral were disaffected to the government on ac« 
count of the union: the regular troops under 
Lieven did not exceed five-and-twenty hundred 
men, and even great part of these would in all 
probability have joined the invader: the castle 
of Edinburgh was destitute of ammunition, and 
would in all appearance have surrendered at the 
first summons; ia which case the pcobircs must 
have been masters of the equivalent money 
lodged in that fortress ; a good number of Dutcn 
ships loaded with cannon, small arms, ammuni- 
don, and a large sum of money, had been driven 
<m shore in the shire of Angus, where they 
would have been seized by the friends of the 
jiretender, had the French troops been landed; 
and all the adherents of that house were ready . 
to appear in arms. In England, such a demand 
was made upon the Bank, by those who favoured ' 
the invasion, and those who dreaded a revolu* 
tion^ that die public credit seemed to be in dan- 
ger. The commons resolved, that whoever de- 
signedly endeavoured to destroy or lessen the 
public credit, especially at a time when the king- 
dom was threatened with an invasion, was guilty 
of a high crime and misdemeanor, and an enemy 
to her majesty and ihe kingdom. The lord trea- 
surer signified to the directors of the Bank, that 
her majesty would allow for six months, an inte- 
, rett of six per cent, upon their bills, which was 
double the usual ratej and considerable sums of 

money were offered to them by this nobleman, 
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as mil as Lyjthe dul^s of Marlborpugb, New- 
castle, and Somerset* The fr^nch, Dutch, ai)d 
Jewish merchants, whose interest was in a pecu* 

liar manner connected with the safety of the! 
Bank, exerted themselves for its support^ and 
the directors having called in twenty per ceQt. 
upon their capital stocky were enabled to answer 
all. the demands of the timorous and disafFected. 
All the uoblemen add persons of distinction in 
Scotland, suspected pf an attachpient to the 
cpui;^ of^ .St. Germains, were apprehended,, and 
either imprisoned in the castle of Edinburgh, or 
brought up to London, to be confined in the 
Tpwer or In Newgate. Among these was the 
<^ke of .Hamilton, who found means to make 
hjks peace with the whig ministers; and, in a 
little tir(ie, tbef other pfifoners were admitted 
tobail^*^ • , 

A T^Tfif, Camisars, or protestiiutsj froin Uie Cev^aooid, 
having made, their escape, and rej)airea to LbndoHiVi^ 
quilled 9b6vk this tiifie the af>pellatiQiD of Frenct^lxmmlkr 

from their enthusiastic gesticulations, effusions, and con- 
vulsions; ami even fornu d a sect of their couutrynien. 
Tlie Frencli refugees, scandalized at their beiiaviour, and' 
authorised by .the...bisiliop of London, as sgperipr of tlie 
French congreieations, resolved to enquire into the niissioti 
of. the^e pretended prophets, whose names^werc Elias Ma^ 
rion, John Cavalier, and Duiaud Eace. They were de- 
clared impo!5tor.s and conntei feits. Notwiih^^'andiniz this 
decision, which was c<'Uhinied by the bisliops, they con- 
tinued their assemblies io Soho. under the . counteBaii^-. 
of sir Kichard Bulkeley and John Lacy. They reviled' 
the rriinisterd of the established churcli : they dienouncrd 
jndiiments ajt»ainst the city of London, and the whole 
JBritish nation; and puhlisl'.ed ttieir predictions, composed 



to 'pjiy a fine of twenty ninrks each, and stand twice on-a:; 
sqanold, witli papers on their breasts, denoting their of-, 
fcnc^.: ' a sentence which .was executed accordingly at 
Charii^-Cross, and the* Royal Exchanffe^ . 
■ in tlie course of this year, Mr. Stannope, "who was resi- » 
der^t from the queen at the court of Charles, concluded a \ 
treaty ofcttgjnierce with this monarch, which would have- 

gr^^ed' e^<^(Bly advantageous to Great Britain, had.ho- 
een firmly established on the throne of Spain. irWasi^ 
stipulated that the English nicrchanU. should einoy Oio' 
piiviiei^^ of importing all iiads of t«4> W.Kn»/^j |yy^p^ 
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88. Onthm'SHt4»foi Aprils Uie piiteMnt 

was prorogued, and afterwards dissolved by 
proclamation* Writs were issued out for new 
diKtioiiSy toeether with a proclamation, cosa* 
nanding all the pecrt of North Brilaia to nmn 
ble at Holyrood-house in Edinburgh on the 
seventeenth day of June, to elect sixteen peers to 
xeprcsent them in the eosuix^ British parliament, 
puimant M the twenty-second article of* the 
treaty of union. After the diisolution of the 
parliament, the lords Grif&n, Clermont, two sons 
of the earl of Middleton, and several Scottish 
and Irish officers, who had been taken on board 
the Saliibury, were brought to London, ami im- 
prisoned in the Tower, or in Newgate. Lord 
Griffin being attainted by outlawry, for high 
treason committed in the reign of kiiig William, 
was brought to the bar of the court of King's 
Bench, and a rule made for his execution ; but 
be was reprieved from month to month, until he 
died of a natural death in prison. The privy* 
council of Scotland was dissolved : the duke of 
Queensberry was created a British peer, by the 
title of baron of Rippon, marquis of Beverley, 
and duke of Dover ; ahd the office of secretary 
at war, vacant by the resignation of Henry St. 
John, was bestowed upon Robert Walpoie, a 

gentleman who had rendered himself considera- 
le in the house of ^^mons, and whose conduct 

coast of Barbary into the maritime places of Spain, withi 
oat pajring any higher duty than if that merchaudize had 
been the prodiM^ Great Britain ; and that even chfsS 
duties shouid not be paid till sU months after the merf 
chandize should be landed and sold, the merchants giving 
security tor the customs. It was agreed that the wliole 
commerce of the Spauibh West-Indies should be carried 
on hy a ioint company of SpanUh and British merchaots; 
fad in the interim, as the greater part of that countrjr 
•was in the hands of Pliilip, his competitor consented that 
the British subjects should trade freely in all the ports of 
the West indies with ten ships of five hundred tons eacb^ 
imder such coavoy as her Britannic majesty^ should think 

R to hpitoiBt; ? • . 
Vol. IL L 
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we shall have cccarion to mention more at large 
in the sequel. About the «ame time, a procla« 
mation was issued for distributing prizes, in cer- 
tain proportions, to the difierent officers and sea- 
men of the royal navy; a regulation that still 
prevails. 

34. The French king, not at all discouraged 
by the miscarriage of his projected invasion, re- 
solved to improve the advantages he had gained 
on the continent during the last campaign, and 
indeed he made efforts that were altogether in- 
credible, considering the consumptive state of 
his finances. ♦ He assembled a prodigious army 
in the Netherlands under the command of the 
duke of Burgundy, assisted by Vendome, and 
accompanied by the duke of Berry and the che- 
valier de St. George. The elector of Bavaria 



• Before the opening: of the campaigrn, a very daring 
enterprise was formed by one colonel Queintern, a parti- 
san in the Imperial army. This man laid a scheme for 
carrying off the dauphin of France from the court of 
Versailles. He selected thirty men of approved valour 
for this undertaking. He procured passes for them, and 
Ibey rendezvoused iu the neighbourhood of Paris. On 
the twenty-fourth day of March, in the evening, he and 
his accomplices stopjied a coach and six, with tlie kind's 
Jiveries, and arrested tiie person who was in it, on the 
supposition oF his being a prince of the blood. It was, 
however, M. de Befrmg:Tien, the kind's first equery. This 
othcer they mounted on a spare horse, and set out for tlie 
Low Countries : but, being little acquainted with the 
roads, they did not reach Chantilly till next morning, 
irhen they heard the toxen, or alarm-bell, and thence con- 
cluded that detachments were sent out in pursuit of them, 
"Nevertheless, they proceeded boldl^', and would certninly 
have carried ti)e point, had not Queintern Jialtcd three 
hours for the refreshment of his prisoner, who complained 
of his beinc: indisposed. He likewise procured a chaise, 
and ordered the back of it to be lowered for his conve- 
nience. These acts of humanity retarded him so much, 
that he was overtaken by a detachment of horse at Hara^ 
within three hours ride of a place of safety. Finding him- 
self surrounded, he thought proper to surrender, and M, 
de Berrinuhen treate<i him with great qenerosity, for the 
civilities he had experienced at his hands. He carried him 
back to Versailles, and lodged him in his own apartments, 
Madame de Berriui^hen made him a considerable present} 
and the king ordered him and his companions to be di?^ 
Sad'^displayed^'^*^^'^^ courage and huraauity tb^ 
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was destined to the command of the troops upoa 
the Rhine, where he was seconded by the duke 
of H&nmcki and the mareschal de Viileroy was 
neat to ccmdact At forces in Dauphin^. About 
the latter end of March, the duke of Marlbo- 
rough repaired to the Hague, where he was met 
byfirioce Eugene: these two celebrated g^e- 
ras conferred with the pensionary Heinsini, and 
the deputies of the states-general. Then they 
made an excursion to Hanover, where they pre- 
vailed upon the elector to besatufied with acting 
upon die defensive in his command on the Rhine^ 
and spare part of his forces, that the confede- 
rates might be enabled to make vigorous efforts 
Itt die Netherlsmds* The prince proceeded to 
Vienna, and the duke immediately returned to 
Flanders, where he assembled the army towards 
the latter end of May. On the tweoty-fifth day 
of that month, the ouke de Vendome marched 
to Soignies, and posted himself within three 
leagues of the confederates, who were encamped 
at Billinghen and Halle. The duke of Marlbo* 
rough having received intelligence that the ene* 
my were on their march by Bois-Seigneur-Isaac 
to Braine-la-Leuwe, concluded their intention 
was to take post on the banks of the Deule, to 
hinder the allies from passing that river, and td 
occupy Louvaine. He, therefore, commanded 
the army to march all night, and on the third 
day of lane encamped atTerbank, general d'Au« 
Vef qnerque filing his quarters in the suburbs of 
I^ouvaine, while the French advanced no farther 
than Genap and Braine-la^-Leuwe. As they were 
more numerous than the confederates, ana head* 
ed by a prince of the Wood, the generals of the 
allies at first expected that they would hazard s 
battle; but their scheme was to retrieve by stra^ 
lagem the places they had lost in Flanders. The 
elector of Bavaria had rendered himself extreme- 
ly popular in the great tuwm ; the count de B^r- 
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Myck, who had eomiduMe uit€Mit amoiii^ 

tnem, was devoted to the house of Bourbon : the 
inhabitants of the great cities were naturally in- 
constant and mutinou8| and particularly dissaiis- 
fied widi the Dutch govemmeiit. The Frendi 
generals resolved to profit by these circum- 
stances. A detachment of their troops, under 
the brigadiers la Faille and Pasteur^ surprised the 
city of Ghent, in which there was no garrison, 
at the same time the count de la Motte, with a 
Strong body of forces, appeared before Bruges^ 
which was surrendered to him without oppost* 
tion: then he made a fruitless attempt upon 
Damme, and marched to the little fort of Plas- 
sendhal which he took by assault* The duke of 
Marlborough was no sooner apprised of the«M* 
iny*s having sent a strong detachment towards 
Tabize, than he marched from Terbank, passed 
the canal, and encamped at Anderlech. The 
French crossed the Senne at Haiie and Ttibijse, 
and the allies resolved to attack them next morn- 
ing; but the enemy passed the Dendcr in the 
night with great expedition ; and the duke of 



marched with a considerable reinforcement of 
Germans from the MoseUe» The enemy under* 
standing that this general was on his march^ de* 
termined to reduce Oudenarde, the only pass on 
the Scheldt, possessed by the confederates ; and 
invested it on the ninth day of July, hojMng^ to 
subdue it before the allies could We reinfonoed. 
The duke of Marlborough was immediately in 
motion, and made a surprising march frcmi 
Asche^ as far as Herselingen, where he was join- 
ed by the reinforcement. Then he took posset- 
sion of the strong camp at Lessines, which the 
French had intended to occupy, in order u> cover 
^ srege of Oudenarde. ^ 

dSrTJitts.<^ppointed^ the French genepls 
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altered their rescdiition, abandoned Oudenard^, 
and began to pass the Scheldt at Gavre. The 
two generab of the coafederates were bent upon 

bringing them to an engagement- Cadogan was 
tent with sixteen battalions and eight squadrons 
to repair the foads^ and throw brrages over tha 
Scheldt below Oudenarde. The army was in 
motion at eight o'clock, and marched with 8uch 
expedition, that by two in the afternoon the. 
horse had reached the bridges over which Cado« 
gan and his detachment were passing. The ene* 
my had posted seven battalions in the village of 
Uevnem, situated on the banks of the Scheldt^ 
ana the French household troop* were drawn up 
in order of battle on the adjacent plain, opposite 
to a body of troops under major-general Rant- 
joaw who were posted behind a rivulet that ran 
into the river* The dubs de Vendome intended 

to attack the confederates when one half of their 
army should have passed the Scheldt ; but he 
was thwarted by the duke of Burgundy, who 
•0enied to be perplexed and irresolute* This 
prince had ordered the troops to halt in their 
inarch to Gavre^ as if he had not yet formed any 
jwoltttion ; and now he recalled the sqnadroQi 
iram tiie i^ahi, determined to avoid a battle* 
Vendome remonstrated against this conduct, and 
the dispute oontinued till three in the afternoon^ 
when the greater part of the allied army had 
passed the Scheldt without opposition. Then 
the duke of Burgundy declared for an engage* 
ment^ and Vendome submitted to his opimon 
wkh gtaat rdadance, as the opportunity was 
now lost, and the army unformed. Major-gene^ 
ral Grimaldi was ordered to attack Rantzaw 
with the horse o# the king's household, whp^ 
Aiding die ri¥ttlet marshy, refused to charge, 
and retired to the right. Meanwhile Cadogan 
attacked the village of Heynem, which he took 

jvi^ tbrw of th« Mven .b94tiU}f»is bjp which iit 
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was guarded. Rmtzaw pamng the rivulet, ad<« 
vanced into the plain, and drove before him se* 
vcral •qiiadrom of the enemy^ la this attack 
llie electoral priaee of Huiover^ his late majesty 
George II. charged at the head of Bulau's dra- 
goons with ipreat intrepidity* His horse was 
shot under him^ and colonel JLascbky killed by 
Iris side. Divers Freneh regimeiit^ were entml^ 
broken, and a good number of officers and 
' standards fell into the hands of the Hanovenana* 
The confederates coatinwed still passiiag die 
ffiver; but lew or sone of the infantry were 
€X>me up till five in the afternoon, when the duke 
of Argyle tMrrived with twenty battalions, which 
immediately sustained a vigorous assault frosn 
the enemy. By this time the French were drawn 
up in order of battle; and the allies being form- 
^as they passed the river, both armies were 
gaged through the whole extent of tbHr lines 
about seven in the evening. Europe had not 
many years produced two such noble armies: 
above one hundred general officers appewedia 
She €eid, and two hundred and fifty cokwels 
fought at the head of their respective regiments. 
The number of the French exceeded that of the 
fdlies by twelve tlnmsand; but dieir geaenb 
were divided x their forces ill-^posed j ami tli« 
men dispirited by the uninterrupted success of 
their adversaries. They seemed from the b^;;iap 
Sling averse to an engagement, and acted iii;li«mry 
and trepidation. Nevertheless, the action was 
maintained until general d'Auverquerque and 
count Tilly, who commanded on the ieft of the 
idlies, obliged the right of the enemy to fiw 
ground ; and the prince of Orange, with count 
Oxieu8tern, attacked them in flank with the 
Dutch infantry* Then, they began to give way, 
and retired is ^reat confusiooL The duker 4e 
VendMie^, alightmg from his horse, rallied the 
^rokftft battalions, called the officm hj mrn^ 
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conjured them to maintain the honour of their 
«0iitttiy» and animated the men with his voica 
and mmfiet Sm JBMwsthsiaiidiag.all bis ea^ 
desLVtmm^r^f were fioiread bdick among the eth 
' closures in great confusion* Some regiments 
were cut in pieces ; others desired to capitulate ; 
moA a ihe dadwBss had not tptsn^piofted^^ thmr 

whole army would have been ruined. The night 
coming on, so that it became impossible to dis- 
imig^h fn^adis icm wbemies, ibe two generals 
ttJend die iMopsM wsm fiHogt and th^ tnemf 

took this opportunity of escaping by the road 
which leads from Oudenarde to Ghent* The 
sbdierde VeMome sodiic the JFr^ch forces flying 
st|. the uiimfet leeiw and predpitaliaiH fooiied-a 

rear guard of about five-and-twenty squadrons, 
and as many baitaiionftt with which i;ie secured 
the mreai> Xa this fMreMutiDi^ A/$ safety ^ 
dMtramKy w» entir^y owing; for at day-break 
the duke of Marlborough sent a large detach* 
ment of horse and foot^ und^.the Uemejidnt*^ 
Miala Biilaift aod jUunley, 10 paMua ^ fugi« 
t»P*es; but the hedges and ditches that skirted 
the road were lined with the French grenadiers 
in mick a mamer,^ that the cavalry could not 
foraa, and ibey were obliged to desist The 
French reached Ghent about eight in the morn- 
ing, and marching through the city, encamped 

afclioveodi^peii oa the eaaaW There ihi^ thought 
propet 10 east up entrenehmrats^ upoa wlueh 

they planted their artillery, which they had left 
at Gavre with their heavy baggage. Aoout three 

th o ti M od were slaw oii thit jieid >q£ battle^ two 
thoMttd deseelted^ and about seTen thowapd 

were taken, including a great nun]^er of officer s^ 
together with ten pieces of eawo% above an 
bimdred standards and colours^ and four thou- 
sand^ hemes. The loss of the allies did not amount 

* to two thousand men; nor was one officer of dis^ 

'ttactioa killed on their stde duriag th^ M^/fiie^ #a- 
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gagement. * After the confederates had rested 
two days on the field of battle, a detachment 
Ivan ordered to level the JRreiieh Unet b^ween 
Ypres and tlie Lfe: mioilier mm tint ta nue 
contributions as far as Arras : they ravaged the 
country, and struck terror even into the city of 
Paris. While the allies phmdMed the prommtm 
of Pieardy, a dtcsachmetit from the FMimharmy, 
under the chevalier de Rozen, made an irruption 
into Dutch*Flander8, broke through the lines of 
Benrilely which had been left unguarded, aiul 
made a deieent upon the idand oi Cadwrndt, 

which they laid under contribution. 

36. The generals of the allies now undertook 
an eaterpriae, which, iai the opiniott of die Fmch 
generals, savoured of rashness and inconsiderate 
self-sufficiency. This was the siege of Lisle, the 
strongest town in f landers, provided ^th aU 
ttecesttfies, store of anuniniiticini and a garriaon 
reinforced with one-and-twenty battalions of the 
best troops in France, commanded by mareschal 
de Boufflm in person* But these were not the 
lirincipal difficmties which the alliet eneoanteiw 
ed. The enemy had cut off the communication 
between them and their magazines at Antwerp 
and Saa»Fan-Ghent : so that they weie cbUgeA 
to bring their convoys ftom Ostend along a 
narrow causeway, exposed to the attack of an 
army more numerous than that with which they 
sat down befiare lisfee; On the thirteendi of 
August it was invested on one side by prince 
Eugene, and on the other by the prince of 
Orange*Nassaar, stadtbolcler of f ricsland ; while 
die duke of Mhriborough encamped at Hdchin, 
to cover the siege. The trenches were opened 
on the twenty*s€^ond iky of August, and carried 

. ^ Ammt the oflUcers who were engaged in tMs battle* 

d'Auverquerque and the dake of Arfylo dii^ 
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on with that vigour and alacrity which 16 always 
iaspirad by victory aad wccew. The dukes of 
Wmgnndj dad-IP^doMe brio^ iioifr jomd by 
duke of Berwick, resolved, if possible, to 
relieve the place; and made several marches and 
coanter-marobes for this purpose* Marlborough 
hem^ apprised 0f their intetttioii, -tttfthed oM 
of bit to five^hem teule) rrinforced 

by a considerable body of troops from the siege, 
including Augustus king of Poland, s^nd the 
jUandgraveof Hessei as*Toluiiteers; but the ene^ 
my dediMd aa .engag^eot, anA tbe dlticHi 

turned to their camp, which they fortified with 
an entrenchment. On the seventh day of Sep- 
tembef, the besiegers took by assault the coua^ 

wlnck they iost a thoiismnd men. The IfrMell 

generals continued to hover about the camp of 
the confederates, wbkh they actually * cannon- 
adied} and^ the «duk0 nf Marlborough fittehl 
futMd'' fai» army is ^ovder of* battte i ^bat ^ thato 
design -v^^as only to harass the allies with con«* 
tinual alarms, and interrupt the operations of 
ibe I aiege. They endeavoured to surpnse the 
Wwm vif lAeth* tMom ti a sacret'eotra^M^Kl^ 
encei with) the inhabitants; but the cdnspirioy 
was discovered before it took effect. Then they 
cut ofF ttll conmiunication between the beaiegera 
mid the Sebefcky the banks «f ' wbiah tbejr fi^rti^ 
fied •'^viiifeatrong^ entrenchaMots, asd aipfodigioua- 
number of cannon; so that now all the stored 
and necessaries were sent to the camp of - the 
caufederataaifiNWiiCHtetid. On the ^twi^Bft^firtft 
diqfi}Cli»]^3e|iteniben» tprinea: Biige«ie,^^rilio>wil»«iAf 
the . trenches, seeing i the troops driven .by the 
enemy ffom a lodgment they had made on^'the* 
counterscarp of the Tenailie, rallied and led 
tHfllQk bMkntQ ^ chargei-bm beinff:Womida4 
over^tfee^l^^^^e yi#L* ■a>«i Wlte^ shot,^,^e wto- 
<^liged fd retire^ and foTf s6me dayb ti<^;.3uke. 



S30 HISTORY OF RNGLANJ>« IfOS, 

of Marlborough sustained the whole command, 
both in the siege and of the covering army* On 
the twent]r<4hir4 the Teaaills was stormed, and 
a lodgmeiit made along the covered-way. Matee- 

chal BoufHers having found means to inform 
the duke de Vendome that his ammunition was 
almost expended, this general detached the che* 
valier de JLuKembiurgb, with a bcxiT of horse and 
dragoons, to supply the place wita gunpowder, 
every man carrying a bag of forty pounds upon 
the crupper. They were discovered in passing 
tbrcMigh the camp of the alU«s^ and pursued to 
the bat rier of the town, into which about three 
hundred were admitted ; but a great number 
were killed by the confederates, or miserably 
fUstrayed bv ihe explosion of the powder whicn 
they carriea. 

I 37. The next attempt of the French generals 
was to intercept a convoy from Ostend. The 
count de Ja Motte nmrched from Ghent, with 
about two*and*twenty thousand men, to attade 
tins convoy, which was guarded by six thousand 
of the allies, commanded by major-general Webb. 
This officer made such an admirable disposition 

hj. the wood of Wynendale, and received the 
anemy wtth each a close fire, that, after a vevf 
ivarm action, that lasted two hours, tbej retired 
in the utmost confusion, not with standmg their 
gjreat superiority in number, leaving six thousand 
men killed npqn the field of battle ; the loss df 
the allies not exceeding nine hundred and twelve 
officers and soldiers. This was the most honour- 
able exploit performed during the whole war, 
and of such conseiiuence to the confederatesi 
^Nat if the comroy had« been taken, the siege 
xnust haye been raised. The duke de Vendome 
ordered the dykes between Bruges and Newport 
to be cut, so as to lay the whole countjry under 
.water, in hopes of destroying the conunnniciiliea 

l^wan Oftttui end thej&mp ef the ennfcrifr 
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rates ; and, after a regular sie^e, he took colonlA 
Caulfield, and a body of Bntiah troopa posted 
m the TiUage of JLeffin^en^ by wfaoie meitii the 
c oit TO ys had been forwaided to the dolce of 

Marlborough* On the twenty-second of Octo- 
ber, mareschal Boufilers desired to capitulate for 
die town of liisle: next day the articles were 
signed : on the twMty-^fth the allies took poi^ 
session of the place, and the mareschal retired 
into the citadel with the remains of his garrison , 
which, from twelve thousand, was reduced to less 
than the half of that munben A negotiatioil 
was begun for the sttrrender of the citMel f but 
Boufflers made such extravagant demands ai 
were rejected with disdain. Hostilities were 
renew^ on the twenty-ninth day of the^«onth ; 
and the earl of Stair was detached to provide 
com for the army in the districts of Furnes and 
Dixmude. During these transactions, velt-mares- 
cbal D'Auverquerque died at Rousselaer) in the 
aixty^sereath year of his age, after halving, hok 
above thirty campaigns, exhibited innumerable 
proofb of uncommon courage, ability, and tndde^ 
ration. The duke de Vendome did not despair 
of obU^g the confederates to abandon their 
enterprise « the French ministers at Rome* and 
Venice publicly declared the allied army was 
cooped up in such a manner, that it must either 
raise the siege or be teaoished. The elector of 
Bavaria, with a detadmient of ten fhouwnd 
men, marched to Brussels, and attacked the 
counterscarp with incredible fury; but was re- 
pulsed by the garrison, under the command (rf 
general Paschal, and retired with preeipttatiea^ 
when he uodersrood that the dulse of Maribo^ 
rough was in motion to relieve the place. This 
nobleman and prince Eugene no sooner under- 
stood the danger to which Brussels was exposed, 
than they mardied with the covethig army to 
the Scheldt, which they passed in pencoonswith^ 
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CHit opposition, notwithstanding the formidable 
i¥orkft which the French had raised. They now 
abandoned them with precipitation, to the sur- 
prtsie 9i tbe MoMetBiet, who bad laid tbmt 
aceoonl imtb tbe km a thomaad men m tbe 
attack. Having passed the river between Esk- 
eaafie and Hauterive, as well as at other places, 
they marcbed lo Qndenarde, where tbey received 
jnl^igence thil tbe dectcff had retreated. Tbea 
prince Eugene returned to Lisle, and the duke 
of Marlborough proceeded to Brussels, where 
be was receiv^ with joy and acclamation. He 
afltfifwds tmik post at Ouiaamie^ ao as to 
inaintain a communication with prince Eugene. 

38. The besiegers having made lodgments and 
iraiMd batteries on the second counterscarp of 
tbe citadel, aest a message to fioufflen^ kttinuie* 
ing, ibat if he woidd einn^eiider before tbe opettN 
ing of the batteries, he should have an honour* 
lible capitulation ; otherwise he and his garrison 
piust be made priMn^s of war. He choae to 
imiid tbe bet part oi tbe atomative? bcetages 
were exchanged on the eighth day of December, 
and the articles signed on the tenth ; when the 

laarched out witb tbe 
|imeim.4Xf «ar« aiid wem emdiicfted m Domy. 
f n this great eatterprbe^ wpith and persevemee 

made amends for want of foresight and skill, 
which was flagrant oa the aide of the confede* 
tMn i yet their suecess waa <ming in a gteat 
meawre-to tbe improinideiiee and lineeniluft eff 
the besieged. The French generals never dream* 
ed that the allies would attempt any thing of 
fpnsequeBM after* tbe reduction of i4ftle, can* 
aiderifiir rfw* adwaBeed eeasnii of tbe mr* and 
tbettfore diey returned to Paris, .aflta^ having 
distributed their army into winter quarters. But 
fheir indefatigable antagonists were determined 
to strike another stroke ef importance before 

tb«ir foiaaei eboaM aeparalei ibe ttMMieiii 
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day of December they invested the city of Ghent 
on ail wles ; and oa the thirtietl^ when the bai* 
Mxet were Mady totopeii, the count de ia Motlti 
who eommflAdea the gairitoni denied to eept* 

tulate. On the third day of the next month he 
marched out with thirty battalions and sixteen 
•qnadrons, which were conducted to Tournay ; 
wnleffaiedtdce of ilrgyie, with •» BrituAi bac-i 
talions, took possession of the town and citadel. 
Then the enemy abandoned Bruges, Plassendahl, 
and Lieffengen ; and the generals of the ailieei 
bxmg setiied the frian of wmier quanei% re* 
paum to MoUeod, leaving the fosoee under the 
c omma nd of count Tilly. The French king was 
confounded and dismayed at these coni^ests 'm 
the Netherlands. Nor im he easy on the side 
mi JD^mpfaiitie^ in sfMte of sdl^the mgibaee and 
activity of Villars, the duke of Savoy made him- 
self master of the important fortresses of Exilles, 
Ia Perouse, the vall^ of St. Martin^ and f enes* 
treUsfJo that by the end of the campaign he 
had secured a barrier to his own frontiers, and 
opened a way into the French provinces, after 
having made a diversion ia iavour of king 
CHiarles^ by obliging the enemy to eeod a strong 
detaekmeiit £rom RomwiHon to the assignee of 
Villars. 

• 39. Tlie campaign in Catalonia was productivo 
of a great eiMit. .'Goinit Gnido de Staremberg 
amved at Barcelona on the bst dbqr of Afsili 
but the Imperial troops brought from Italy by 
admiral Leake did not land in time to relieve 
Xortosa^ i?i^ch the duke of Oiileaas besieged and 
took, together nvitfa JDenia^ the garriionrof -whieh 
were made prisoners of war, contrary to the ar« 
tides of capitulation. These losses, however, 
were alMiadantly made -tip to the allies by the 
IBOOQiieftt of Sardinia and Mtnoros* Sir John 
Lemt^ having takM on bomd a haadAil of 
troops, imder the conduct of the marquis d'Al« 
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cODzel, set sail for Cagliari, and summoned the 
viceroy to •ubmit to king Charles. As he did 
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pelled him to surrender at discretion. The 
|^«ater part of the garrison ialisted themselves 
in the service of Charles. The deputies of the 
sn^ being assembled by the marquts d^Alcon* 
zel, acknowledged that prince as their sovereign, 
and agreed to furnish Im army with thirty thoo- 
sttid sadn at corn, which vrem accordingly trans* 
ported to CatsClonia, where there was a great 
scarcity of provision. Major-general Stanhope 
haviog 4)Ianned the conquest of Minorca, and 
OMcerted With the admiral the measnses neoet^ 
sary to put it in execution, obtained from count 
Staremberg a few battalions of Spaniards, Ita* 
lians, and Portuguese; at the head of these he 
embaficed as Barcdbmt with a fine train of Bri* 
tish artillery, accompanied by brigadier Wade 
and colonel Petit, an engineer of great reputa- 
tiMh T^^^ landed on die island about tea 
des from 6t» PhU^*^ fort, on the twentyMnth 

of August, with about eight hundred marines, 
which augmented their number to about three 
thmsand. Neaet day ihev erected bacceries; and 
genaral Stanhope orderea a nun^er of arrows to 
be shot into a place, to which papers were af» 
fixedy written in the Spanish and French lan^ 
mn^es, contaming threats, that all the garrison 
uionld be sent to the mines, if theywouid not 
surrender before the batteri^ were finished; 
The garrison consisted oi a thousand Spaniards 
and SIX hundred Frnch marines, commanded by 
colonel la Jonqutre, who imagined that die 
number of the besiegers amounted to at least ten 
thousand, so artfully had they bem dsawn up in 
sight of the enemy* The batteries began SD'playv 
audin a Uttle time demolished four towers that 

isrv^d a| out-wo£jk» t« th^^ti thm tk^mdi^ 
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a breach in the outward wall, through which 
brigadier Wade, at the iiead of the greotdiettt 
•tofmed a fedoid>t, with ettch eKtraoraiaary ▼»> 
lour as struck the besieged with constematioo. 
On the second or third day they thought proper 
to beat a parley, and capitulate, on conditioa, 
that thenf thouJo mardi oitl with the bononra of 
war : that the Spaniards should be transported 
to Murda, and the French to Toulon. These 
last, lM>we?er, were drained, by way of reprisad 



vernor was so mortified when he learned the real 
number of besiegers, that on his arrival at Mur* 
cia he threw hiiuelf out of a window in de^Mttr^ 
and was killed upon the spot. La Jonquire was 
confined for life, and all the French officers in- 
curred their master's displeasure, fort St. Philip 
being thus reduced, to the amagement of all Mn^ 
rope, and the garrison of Fort Fomelles having 
surrendered themselves prisoners to the admirals 
j^ake and Whitaker, the inhabitants gladly sub«> 
nutted to the Eaj^sh goYemtnent, for king Phi* 
lip had oppressed and deprived them of their 
privileges: general Stanhope appointed colonel 
Petit governor of Fort St. Philip, and deputy^ 
governor of the whole island. Afker thie im« 
portant conquest he returned to the army in 
Spain, where an unsuccessful attempt to surprise 
TortOM^ finished the i^ratiow of the esni^ 
paign. 

40. The British fleet not only contributed to 
the reduction of Minorca, but likewise over* 
awed the pope, who had endeavoured to form' a 
league of the princes in Italy against the emperor* 
This pontifF had manifested his partiality to the 
himae of Bourbon in such a palpable manner, 
that- his impeoel majesty ordered Moniieor de 
Bonneval to march w^ith the troops that were in 
Italy, reinforced by those belonging to the duke 

erf Miitjenai 4Uid inwde the dmehy of^ FeneciM* 
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He acconfiii^y took possession of Comaehio and 
mft 0tiier ^acei^ prisieflidling tfaef weraiUodM 
Cilaleft MdHging to* the 4x£t of Mod«ii», 

fiefs of the emperor, to which the holy see had 
no lawfiil claim, The^ viceroy of J^Iapks was 
forbid to wmk any noney to Roaie?- and* til* 
council of the kingdom drewnp a long memofe 
rial, containing* the preten*»ions of his catholic 
majesty, which struck at the very foundatioii of 
the pope^» finnpMal power. Itts holimM wrace 
a lon^ remonstrance to the emperor on the in- 
jnstice of those proceedings, and declared that be 
would assert this cause though he should toseitti 
liis ta^^ecMtM, He fbttliwifh h^an to eatie 

an army, and revived a plan of forming a league 
among the princes and states of Italy for their 
loututl defence.- - Sir Joho I^eake had MetmNi 
ofdet>» te bditfliiird CH^im^VecMAna, im nitmL 
ment for the pope's having countenanced th^ 
pretender's expedition to Great Bdtain; but- aa^ 
the^mpere^ and duke of fticwy hoped to «dlbN; 
an tecommodailiit wMi fife eoort of Rome, they 
prevailed upon the English admiral to suspena 
hostilities until they should have tried the rne^ 
Iked of negotiation. The manpdi de Prie, m 
Piedmont ese nobleman, was sent «8 ambassador^ 
to Rome; but the pope would not receive him 
in that quality* Elated with the promises of 
France, heeet the emperor at deiaaice} and hia 

troops having surprised a body of Imperialists, 
were so barbarous as to cut them all in pieces* - 
l%e dttkte of Savoy having ended the campaifm^^ 
the troops of the emperor, which had atrMd* 
under that prince, were ordered to march into.^ 
the papal territories, and drove the forces of ilia - 
hoNkiMi before nbem, without any regard tm^ 
nuiMien Bolc^a capiuilated ; and Rome liegam 

to tremble with the apprehension of being once 
more sacked by a German army. -Then the^ 

i^peVceurage «iiiled)^|iew»i^li«^te^mi»4^ 
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marquis de Prie as envoj from the emperor. He 
c wgctttcd to didband Jms mm levies; to •^■***>fF* 
flBodate the Imperial troops ^tb winter ^puifieM 

in the papal territories; to grant the investiture 
of Naples to king Charles; and to allow at aU 
times a passage to the ImpeiML tioo|ia throi^ 
hie dominions. On the UpperRlnne Ihodectors 
of Bavaria and Hanover were so weak, that they 
could not undertake any thing of conae^ueneo 
againil eaeh odier. In Hungary the dispiitee 
stiU continued between the emperor and the 
malcontents. Poland was at length delivered 
from the oppression exercised by the long oi 
Sweden, who mavehed into the mraaine agaiail 
the czar of Muscovy, notwithstanding the sub- 
mission with which that monarch endeavoured 
to apjpease his indignation. During the counfo 
of this year the English .mer^ante iusuuned no 
considerable losses by sea : the cruisers were ju« 
diciously stationed^ and the trade was regularl|r 
tnppliea wifeb conmys* In the West-Indies eOai» 
inocmre Wager destroyed the admind <rf liio gal» 
leonSy and took the rear-admiral on the coast of 
Carthaffena. Had the officess of his squadron 
dooe their duty^ the gmatcat pact of the fleet 
would have fallen into his hands. At his return 
to Jamaica two of his captains were tried by a 
eottrt*xnartiai9 and dismissed from the service. 
4i » The eonrt of Soglaod^ms about this tfano 

not a little disquieted by the consequences of an 
outrage committed on tne person of the count de 
Matueof the Muscovite ambaatador» He iwa$ 
pnbltcif arrested at the suit of a laceBWOy and 
mai«treated by the bailiffs, who dragged him to 

Erison, where he continued until he was bailed 
y the earl of Feversham« Inceaaed at this in^ 
suit, he demOTiiied redress of the govermnent^ 
and was seconded in his remonstrances by the 
ministers of the emperor, the king of Prussia, 
and savecil Other fOTfign poteouies. Tha^^i^aaa 
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^pressed uocommon indignation against the an* 
thors of thift YialfOM^ who wwe Hnmedmiriy 
af^^diendedy and oid ci • wae ggwid tofiroteeute 

them with the utmost severity of the law. Ma- 
tneoi repeated hU complaints with great acci- 
MM]r; aad Aiif. iMEetary Boyle assured^ him^ in 
thu 'ifMml^ mniey that ke thouid ka^e ampfo 

satisfaction. Notwithstanding this assurance, he 
demanded sl pass ior himself and family ; refased 
the onttnary piewitt at his defnrtOMi and n» 
fifed HxMaadr From thence he traaioihted m 
memorial, with a letter from the czar to the 
queen, insist ing upon her punishing with death 
mtbe persons coneeiaMd hi iMfaning Ae ham of 
nations upon the person of his ambassador* Such 
punishment being altogether inconsistent with 
skehm^of £nglaody -the ^oeenand her naoMMf 
vmm* ettiMiel^ pevpleaed, and held sesreral 

councils, to debberate upon the measures proper 
to be taken on such an occasion. On the twenty^ 
eighth daj of October^ |^ce GeoBge of Den- 
anmidiea of on asilnui aad 'dtoopsy, with wUdi 
be had been long afflicted. He was a prince of 
m amiable rather than a shining^ character, 
knwe, goed-aMnredv nradesti' and hmwme» kat 
dsi^ of great talents and ainliitiMiti He had 
always lived in harmony with the queen, who, 
during the whole term of their. union, and espe» 
aiaUy HI Ins last yiIlisl^ approved kmrif a |hiI- 
tern of conjugal truth and tenderness* At hie 
death the earl of Pembroke was created lord 
htglMdmiral, the earl of Wharton promoted to 
tkmgmmmaerst of iretanily aadlwd Soaummpi^ 

pointed president of the council. Notwitfistanc^ 
ing these promotions of the whig, noblemen, the 
duke of Maf^boraighdedoMsdapMew hie cm^ 
dhr wfek riir qMutt wlw ptwaiely MMiiked Mi 
teposed her chief confidence in Mr. ifaiieft 
though he had' no visihle coKerftin the adhsiiiip" 

- 
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46^ The new parliamenl, in which the whig 
iBterest itill prefMMideffattd^ was imamhltii oft 
tlift tiaaeettlh day of November, wlM tlm wero 

given to nnderstaod by a commisbion under the 
great seal, that the archbiahop of Canterbury^ 
tbe daumccilkMr, tfaetodUt rt i aiyw ^ theicnrd-tttw- 

were apponiMd 

to represent the person of her majesty, whom 
dtteacy wouid not permit to a[qp6ar in the 
houoo n soon a&er the dntb of her cofiMit# 9i» 
Richard Onslow being chosen speaker of the 
lower house with the queen's approbation, the 
Aa&cdlor, in a speech to both houses, reooaip» 
wended tbe vigwoue proMMtioo of .tfao^wsr^ 

teHing them her majesty hoped they would en<» 
able her to make a considerable augmentation 
for pr^rving and impro^ii^ the advantagee 
wkim the allies had gained to tbe MetfaerkmSvi 

that she desired they would prepare such bills as 
night confirm and render the unicm effiectual { 



mdilmt if ibey wouid propoM mcflM ^ iho aifep 
f toiicemeiit of trade and moraiBuintn, she wonM 

take pleasure in enacting such provisions. B<ith 
liossea having presented addresses of condolence 
mmd cmignaulai^y oa - the death of pritie* 

George, and the success of her majesty's etMi 

during the last campaign, the commons took 
COgni2;ance of controverted elections, which were 
dotiided with ehameliii paitmlity for tbe whig 

faction. Then they proceeded to consider the 



an augmeatetiea of ten tfaonend meo^ wtMob 
wa» jttdged neeessary for the aofe ^fporaoe pro* 

secution of the war; and they voted above seven 
millions for the service of the ensuing year. The 
Bank agreed to etraidate two uuMiiins five hnv^ 
libed AenNuid pooad^ is exdiequer biUs far iiie 
government, on condition that the ternt'of their 
loontinuaiice shonld be prolonged for one-and* 
Metty Teemi and that tbeir iMdL of t«90 
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lions two hundred and one thousand one him- 
4nd and Mvcniy-ooe^pounds should be doubled^ 
by a amr-MbMriptkni* The fwo4Attid8 sobe^f 
was appropmted for the kMtmt of the mooejf 

iraised by this expedient. 









3^ 



MknAm^A^ hmmemmAered the ^ 
Mpg c ientat ioB tfatt wwe ddivered, ttrneha^ thb 

incapacity of the eldest sons of Scottish peers, 
excluded from sitting in the parliament of Great 
SimMm* Go«ttsel boag heard upon the subject^ 
thst HKapacity vam cMfiraied: itnd Mw write 
were issued, that new members might be elected 
for the shires of Aberdeen and Linlithgow, in 
Ae room oi William lord Haddo, and James 
loni JehnMiMu Petitions were libMise pre- 
sented to the house ef kyrds by sMie SeottWi 
peers, concerning their right of voting, and sign- 
ing proxies. After warm debates, the house 
UfKMi atfvisiwii detefnaned that a Scottish lord 
eMMde^pew^f Oeeet grtinm sheiiM n» longee 
retain his vote in Scotland ; and that the noble- 
men who were in the castle of Edinburgh had a 
eight to sign ptoades^efitcttr havingtaken theoethe 
iNNte goemnmeM. Theflocmkhpeeesttdeeni- 
BMttnr that sat in the Britirii parliament were 
divided into two factions. The duke of Queens- 
berry WAS in great credit with the queen and the 
ta rt stMi tnfer, by ;irhOTe ini a test he wee appoin^i^ 
ed je e aeia ry of ttettr ior fleotlncl. ffis infinwee 
in elections was so great, that all offices in that 
kingdom were bestowed according to his recom- 
mendation. He WB» opposed by the dokM 9t 
HMniltiiiij MesMme, and Rdsborgh, wh0 mm% 
supported by the earl of Sunderland and lord 
Somers ; so tliat the whole interest in that coun-^ 
txf was engrossed by one 'Or other member of 
the mint^jtfy. jk^bULSotm gSBend natnwiinatlen^ 
^Lmll fvotesonts mm bMught inco nlb^^ooM^ 
tiril>atwhstanding nriolent opposition^ from 
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todesy both among the lords aad commons,^ ik9S 
enacted into a Uw. The whigt argnd fot thi^ 
bill, a» a meameei^liiat woutd eaoenrage indtHtr^q 

improve trade and manufacture, and repair the 
waste of men which the war had occasioned; 
but one of their chief motiwm wm to tfafow an 
addtcion of fomgnera into the bafamee ac^aiaii 
the landed interest. The tories pleaded tnat a 
conflux of aliens might prove dangerous to the 
constitution : that the^ would retain a iondness 
fy€ their native countMs^ and, in times of mmti 
act as spies and enemies : tlm they woidd ifltft* 
nuate themselves into places of trust and profit*; 
bnome mmbers of parliament ; and hj frequent 
Mtermaimg^>coBlfibtite to the extiactioiiof ttao 
English nee : that they worid add to the tmam 
ber of the poor, already go expensive; and share 
the bread of the labourers and tradesmm o£ 
jBngland^. 

. 44t. An inquiry being set on foot m botb 

bouses concerning the late intended invasion in 
Scotland, lord Haversham and the other tory 

snambars endeavouttd to demonstrate^ that pnar 
|per preeantiMs bid sol beta taken fioo the^Mn^ 
curity of ibat kingdom, even after, the gu na H iy 
bad received undoubted intelligence of the pre^* 
tender'ftdeiiga: that since the attempt hadmis* 
ovrkd^ many persona ot quali^ had bo» a|K 
prehended, and severdiy used by the govero#* 
ment) on preteodcd suspiciou of high-treason;" 
though in all probability, the aim of the minis* 
trv^ tn confining tboie parionst waa to temm^ 
all poisibitiiy of. their opposing the comrtai'ilie 
ensuing elections for members of parhameat;^ 
These assertions were supported by many ineon<<': 
Sestad facts and.#brewdaiguments, notwithstand-. 
img wbioh^ iheioajority wen so>Uttle dispoaidio^ 
^nd fauUt thai tba inquiry ismed in a joint ads^ 
dress to ;the queen^ containing resolutions^ thati 

^iia^ms^^m jhaan-takex^iouditti^ 
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app(^nt the designs of her majesty's enemies, 
both at home and abroad. A bill, however, was 
hromjkMiu» tiie boute of lordt^ nwl^ the mie 
wi An «ct.Jbr impiaoviQg the imion 4if the Civo 
•♦kingdoms." It related to trials for treason in 
Sootlaad, whicb by thit law were regulated ao- 
mdbig to the iMniier of pmeaeding in £ag^ 
kfid, wMi simie noKdl - variatiott» The SMtifn 

members opposed it as an encroachment upon 
the liorai of their laws ; and they were joined bf 
tfaoieii9hoindiaiditd9im»8iiMdiiito oppose 
all the court measures: neirertheless, the bill 
passed througli both houses, and received the 
fio«I assefic Yet, in order to sweeten this qh^ 
pttlaleUe iiiediene« the qucM eonseiited to an 
act of grace, by which all treasons were pardon* 
ed, except those committed on the high seas : an 
exception ievelled at those who had embarked 
with the pretender. Major-general Webb^ who 
had been defrauded of his due honour, in a par- 
tial representation of the battle of Wjwendale^ 
mMnnttad by Oaedonnel^ secretary to the duks 
of l^todboiDugh, wos now thanked by ilie heme 
of commons for the great and eminent services 
which he had performed in that engagement* 
This motion wn mide by the toriest Md the 
whigs did not USt to ptecme a compliment of 
the same nature to the duke of Marlborough, 
even before he returned to England. When the 
wm of Ohent'e being taken aiymd» the lords 
and commons con|^atuIated the queen on this 
last effort of a glorious campaign ; and the duke, 
ot his ariival, was thanked, in the nraie <^ the 
peers, by the lord ckooiceHor. As he wm eo^ 

posed to have brought over proposals of peace, 
the two houses, in an address, desired the queen 
would innst on the demoliMon of Donktrit^ 
wlrieh was » iMit of pituee thftt mibsted the 
Mean^nnddid in5nite prejudice to the commerce 
^ England.. The ^ftieen promised to comp^ 
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iriUi their reqiiett. But ibe wm nol a little top* 
Bciiedat the aeact addnttf thej prcMted^ h«iiii 
Mf* enfereating, iliai she would ten tudt indiii^ 

g^nce to the hearty desires of her subjects, as to 
entertain thoughts of a second marriage. She 
told theoi) thai the Tpwomma ^e had made for 
the protatcam sucaMicn wMld always be a 

proof how much she had at heart the future hap- 
piness of the kingdom ; but the subject of this 
address was of suoh a^alttsey that sbe was pei> 
fuaded they did not expect a particiilar aiiiwen 

45. The laws having been found insufficient to 
punish capitally the authors of the insult offered 
to the Musccmte ambassador^ a bill was brought 
into the house of apmmoas for preserving the 
privileges of ambassadors and other foreign mi- 
nisters ; and pa^d through both houses: as did 
another, to pr^vtat ibe laying of wagers relaupe 
to ibe fiublu^ u practice which had been carried 
to a degree of ittfatuation ; and by w^ch many 

unwary persons fell a sacrifice to crafty adven- 
turers. On the fourteenth day of March the 
commons m>ted ^e sum of one hundred and 
three thonaand two hiMdred and three poundty 
for the relief of the inhabitants of Nevis and St* 
Christopher's, who had suffered by the late in- 
vasioai and on the twmtV'^rst day of iipriji the 
parliMdent was prorogueo. The Moseovite am» 
bftMador continued to write expostulatory lettere 
to Mr. secretary Boyle, who at last owned, that 
th^ iaw« of the kingdom did not admit of such 
pimishment as he demanded* An information 
waeuied in the. court of King's Bench for her 
majesty against Thomas Morton, lacemau, and 
thirteen other persons concerned in the insult, of 

whkh they w«re foimd ginity; and the »p^^ 
iqoalttf of the privikfpes of ambassadora was to 

be argued next term before the judges.* Mean- 
while, the queen, by way of satisfaction to the 

«»ar^ ^aand^8€ftnded Mi«mo by 
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her ambassador ; to repair Matueofs honour by 
a letter, and indenuufy him for all hia-aMs and 
duiageft; concetnofit witik i?lueh the 'cne ud 
his ambassador declared themselves well satisfied. 
The convocation had been summoned, chosen^ 
And returned with the^iiew^parhament; but at 
the old ipsffit waa suppMed to prevafl ia the 
lower house, the queen, by writ to the arch- 
bishop, ordered him to prorogue it from time 
to time, until the session of- pariiianeBt was 
finished. 



CHAP. X. ' 

•I « mm ^ 

If NegotiiOiim for peace inegleeimd.».2. T%emUied 
army hesieges and takes 7burftay..«3. The French 
are defeated at Malplaquet.^A. Mons suH^ender- 
€d*..5. Campaign in Sjfain.:6. TheFremdilangM 
propoiaii of treating rejected by the ^ates^generai 
•..7. Account of Dr. SachevereL^.S. He is im* 
peached the commons.. .9. His trial... 10, De- 

^ baUs upon it in the Uouse ef kirde..AU He ie 

- eilenced for three years,. .19. Conferences at 
Gertruydenburgh Fride and obstinacy of 

' the Dutch... l^. Douay besieged and taken by the 

* confederates^ ae weU as Methsme^ Aire^ and 8im 

* yienani..AB. King Charles obtaine a^^idery mrep 

Philip at Sarogossa^ and enters Madrid.. A6. 
Battle of Fillaviciosa.^.n. The whig ministry 

* disgraced... IS. TheparikimeiUisdiisohmih^kl^^ 
Meeting of the new pavUanm^...^. TkeiMce ef 
Marlborough insulted and reviled... 21. Enquiry 
into the conduct of the war in Spaini,..9Z ^Severe 
votes in the house of camssum ageetnet those ^eke 

* invito over the poor Palatines ...2^. Hariey 
stabbed at the council board by Guiscard; and 
created earl of 0;cjwti...24. Death of the emperor 
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the queen. ••'iS. Proceedings in the convocation. 
S7. nednke ^ Martbarcugh amiifULes to com* 
mand the allied army... 28. He mrpri$e% the 
French lines. .m^^. Reduces Bouchain*.. 30, Tlte 
duke iff Argyle commands the JBritisk troops ii| 
Spam. Xmg Ckmrles elieted emper^..Sl. Ex* 
pedition to Canada.. Insolence of the Jacobites 
in Scotland, m.SS. A negotiation set on foot 
iween the emris 4^ frmsee smd Mngland...34. 
- JM»^ is Mir la FimiaifiMeau...SS. Manager 
arrives privately in England*,. 36. The French 
kings proposals disagreeable to the allies... 31. 
Ftdewt debate ^tpon f*M in the houee of* lords... 
as. The duke of Bamilton's title rf duke of 
Brandon disallowed. Bill against occasional con- 
jformity passes... S9. Duke of Marlborough dis» 
missed from aU kis employments. TUfehe new 
peers created... 40. Prince Eugene of Saum/ at^ 
rives in En gland... ^l. Walpole ex])elledthe house 
iff ooiMmi«..*42. yotes against the duke of Marl-^ 
borough. ..4S. JtesobOlons against the barrier* 
treaty and the Dutch... 44. Acts unfavourable to 
the presbifterian discipline in Scotland. 

1709. 

'l.ni^HE French king was by this time reduced 
^ L to such a state of humiliation by the losses 
of the last campai and a severe wmter, which 
compleied the nntery of hi$ subjects, that he 
resolved to sacrifice all the considerations of 
pride and ambition, as well as the interest of his 
grandeopt to his demre of peace, which was 
now become so necessary and indispensible. He 
dispatched the president RouUl^ privately to 
HiMland^ with general proposals of peace, and 
Ae offer of a good banker ro the states-general, 
still entertaining hopes of behig able to detach 
them from the confederacy. This minister con- 
fixed in secret with Buys and Vanderdussen, 
the pensmiaries <xf Aflistetdata and Gouda^ at . 
Vol. II. M 

* 
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Moerdyke, from whence he was permitted to 



Britain. Prince Eugene and the duke of Marl- 
borough arrived at the Hague ia April, and 
conferred with the gfrand pensioiiarjr Heiiiaiusy 
Buys, and Vanderdussen, on the subject of the 
French proposals, which were deemed unsatis- 
factory. Rouill^ immediately diqpaiched a cou- 
rier to Paris^ for Amh«r imtruciuiiis; and the 
duke of K^lborough returned to En^laiid,' to 
make the queen acquainted with the progress of 
the negotiation. Louia^ ia prder to conviace 
the States of fab oncari^, sent the marquis de 
Torcy^ his secretly for foreign afiairs, to the 
Hague, with fresh offers, to which the deputies 
would make no answer until they knew the 
sentiments of the c^ueea of Great fickaio. The 
duke of Marlborough crosoed the 9eM a aecond 
time, accompanied by the lord viscount Towns- 
hend, as ambassador extraordinary, and joint 
plenipotentiary ; prince Eugene bei^g- Ukewise 
at the Ha^e, the confereiices were begun* The 
French minister declared that his master would 
consent to the demolition of Dtiukirk: that he 
would abandon the pretender, and dismiss him 
from hisdomlniQm: that he would acknatv'ledgfe 
the queen's title and the protestanc succession : 
that he would renounce all pretensions to the 
Spanish monarchy, and cede the places in the 
Netherlands whidb^ the stpites«general demanded 
for their barrios : that he would treat with the 
emperor on the footing of the treaty concluded 
at Rvswick, and even demolish the fortifications 
of Strasburgh, The ministers of the alliea, ren^ 



their own priysite. interest in the conttauadon ctf 
the war, insisted upon the restitution of the 
^pper and i<9wer Alsace to the empire j upon. 
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tbe French monarch's restoring Stra8bui;gh in ils 
present condition ; upon his ceding the town and 

castellany of Lisle, demolishing Duiikii Ic, New 
Brisac, Fort-Louis, and Hunningen. In a wurd^ 
their demaods were so insolent, that Louis would 
not have suflered them to be mentioned in his 
hearing, had not he been reduced to the last 
degree of distress. One can hardly read them 
without feeling a sentiment of compassion for 
that monarch, who had once given law to £u* 
rope, and been so long accustomed to victory 
and conquest. Notwithstandin(r the discouraging 
dispatches he had received from the presideut 
RouiU^, after his first conferences with the depu* 
ties, he could not believe that the Dutch would 
be so blind to their own interest, as to reject the 
advantages in conunerce, and the barrier which 
he had offered. He could not conceive that they 
would choose to bear the burthen of excessive 
taxes in prosecuting a war, the events of whicfi 
would always be uncertain, rather than en- 
joy the blessings of peace, security, and advan- 
tageous commerce : he flattered himself, that the 
allies would not so far deviate from their pur* 
posed aim of establishing a balance of power, 
fi9 to throw such an enormous weight into the 
scale of the house of Austria, which cherished 
all the dangerous ambition and arbitrary princi« 
pies without the liberality of sentiment peculiar 
%Q the house of Bourbon. In proportion as th^y 
rose in their demands, Louis fell in his conde- 
teension* His secretary of state, the marquis de 
Torcy, posted in disguise to Holland, on the faith 
of a common blank passport. He solicited, he 
sootbedf be supplicated, and made concessions in 
the name of his sovereign. He found the Stateji 
where wholly guided by the influence of prince 
, £ugene and the duke of Marlborough. He found 
these generals elated, haughty, overbearing, and 

innplacable. He in private attacked the dulw of 
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Marlborough on his weakest side : he ofFered to 
that nobleman a large sum of money, provided 
he would effect a peace on certain conditions. 
The proposal was rejected. The duke found his 
enemies in England nicreasing, and his credit at 
court in the wane; and he knew that nothing 
but a continuation of the war, and new victories, 
could support his influence in England. Torcy 
was sensible that his country was utterly ex- 
hausted : that Louis dreaded nothing* so much as 
the opening of the campaign ; and he agreed to 
those articles upon which they insisted as preli- 
minaries. The French king was confounded at 
these proposals : he felt the complicated pangs of 
grief, shame, and indignation. He rejected the 
preliminaries with disdain. He even deigned to 
submit his conduct to the judgment of his sub- 
jects. His offers were published, together with 
the demands of the allies. His people interested 
themselves in the glory of their monarch. They 
exclaimed against the cruelty and arrogance of 
his enemies. Though impoverished and half- 
starved by the war, they resolved to expend 
their whole substan^re in his support: and rather 
to fight his battles without pay, than leave him 
in the dire necessity of complying with such 
dishonourable terms. Animated by these senti- 
ments, they made such efforts as amazed the 
whole world. The preliminaries being rejected 
by the French king, Rouille, was ordered to 
quit Holland in four-and-twenty hours ; and the 
generals of the confederates resolved to open the 
campaign without further hesitation. 

2. Prince Eugene and the duke of Marlbo- 
rough proceeded to Flanders, and towards the 
end of June the allied army encamped in the 
plain of Lisle, to the number of one hundred 
and ten thousand fighting men. At the same 
tune, the mareschal Villars, accounted the most 
fortunate general in France^ , assembled the 
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French IbrcM io the plain of Lens, where he 
began to throw tip entrenchments. The confe- 
derate generals having observed hb situation^ 
Sttdd perceiving he amid not be attacked with 
any probability of success, resolved to under- 
take thie siege of Touruay, the garrison of which 
ViUara had imprudently weakened* According 

Sr, they made a feint upon Ypres, in order to 
eceive the enemy, and convert all their atten- 
tion to that side, white they suddenly invested 
Tonrnay on the twenty-seventh day of June. 
Thcftigh ' the garrison did not exceed twelve 

weakened battalionS| and four squadrons of dra- 
goons, the place was so strong, both by art and 
* aatote, and lieutenant de SurviUey the govemdr, 
^poMSMdi such admirable talents, that the siege 
was protracted, contrary to the expectation of 
the allies, and cost them a great number of men, 
BOCWithstan^g all the precautions that could 
be'takete for f&e safety of the troops. As the 
besiegers proceeded by the method of sap, their 
miners frequently met with those of the enemy 
lii^der gmuiid, and fought ' with bayonet and 
pistol. The volunteers on both sides presented 
themselves to these subterraneous combats, in 
the midst of mines and countermines ready 
{iHmed for explcfsion. Sometimes they were 
kindled by accident, and sometimes sprung by 
design; sO that great numbers of those brave 
men were stifled below, and whole battalions 
Mown into the ahr, or* butted in the i^bbish. 

On the twenty-eighth day of July, the besiegers 
having effected a practicable breach, and made 
the necessary dispositions for a general assault^ 
the enemy ofiiered to capitulates the town vrits 
surrendered upon conditions, and the garrison 
retired to the citadel. Surville likewise entered 
iilto a treaty about giving up the citadel ; the 
'ifrticle^ 1>eifig sent 'to the court' of VersaiU^, 
*IiOuis would not ratify them, except lipcwi coii- 
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dition that there should be a general cessation in 
the Netherlands till the fifth day of September. 
Hostilities were renewed on the eighth day of 
August, and prosecuted with uncommon araour 
and animosity. On the thirtieth, Surville de* 
sired to capitulate on certain articles, which 
were rejected by the duke of Marlborough, who 
gave him to understand that he had no terms to 
expect, but must surrender at discretion. At 
length, his provision being quite exhausted, he 
was obliged to surrender himself and his garri- 
son prisoners of war, though they were permitted 
to return to France, on giving their parole that 
they would not act in the field until a like num- 
ber of the allies should be released. 

3. The next object that attracted the eyes of 
the confederates was the city of Mons, which 
they resolved to besiege with all possible expe- 
dition. They passed the Scheldt on the third 
day of September, and detached the prince of 
Hesse to attack the French lines from the Haisne 
to the Sombre, which were abandoned at hi* 
approach. On the seventh day of September^ 
mareschal de Boufflers arrived in the French 
camp at Quievrain, content to act in an inferior 
capacity to Villars, although his superior in 
point of seniority. The duke of Marlborough 
having received advice that the French were 
on their march to attack the advanced body- 
under the prince of Hesse, decamped from 
Havre, in order to support that detachment. 
On the ninth the allies made a motion to the 
left, by which the two armies were brought so 
near each other, that a mutual cannonading en- 
sued. The French army, amounting to one nun- 
dred and twenty thousand men, were posted 
behind the woods of La Merte and Tauieres, in 
the neighbourhood of Malplaquet. The confe- 
derates, nearly of the same number, encamped 
wtii tlic right near Sart and Bleron, and the 
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left on the edge of the wood of Laniere; the 
head quarters being at Blaregnies. The enemy, 
instead of attacking the allies, began to fortify 
their camp, which was naturally strong, with 
triple entrenchments* In a word, they were so 
covered with fines, hedges, entrenchments, ean^ 
non, and trees laid across, that they seemed to 
be quite inaccessible. Had the confederates at- 
tacked them on the ninth, the battle would not 
have been so bloody, and the victory would 
have proved more aecisive; for they had not 
then begun to secure the camp, but Marlbo- 
rough postponed the engagement until they 

should be reinforced by eighteen battalions 
which had been employed in the siege of Tour- 
nay ; and in the mean time, the French fortified 
themselves With incredible diligence and dis- 
patch. On the eleventh day of September, early 
in the morning, the confederates, favoured by a 
thick fog, erected batteries oh each wing, and in 
the centre ; atid about eight o*clock, the weather 

clearing up, the attack began. Eighty-six bat- 
talions on the right, commanded by general 
Schuylemburgh, the dtfke of Argyle, add other 
gfenerals, and supported by two-and-twenty bat- 
talions under count Lottum, attacked the left of 
the enemy with such vigour, that, notwithstand- 
fikig their lines and barricadoes, they were in leit 
than an hour driven from their entrenchments 
ittto the woods of Sart and Tanieres. The princ6 
of Orahge and baron Fagel, Mrith six^and-thirty- 
Dutch battalions, advanced against the right of , 
the enemy, posted in the wood of La Merte, and 
Covered with three entrenchments. Here the 
battle .Was maintained with the most desperate 
ccHiraglr on both sides. The Dutch obli^fed the 

French to quit the first entrenchment; but were 
repulsed frotti the second with great slaughter. 
The prfnce df Orange persisted in his efibrts 
%ith incredible p«seiferance and intrepidity. 



Digitized by 



94S HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 1709- 

even after two bortet had been kUtod under 

him, and the greater part of his officers either 
flaia or disabled. The French fought with ^ 
obstinacjr of courage that bordered on despair^ 
tin seein^^ their lines forced, their left wing and 
centre giving way, and their general, Viilar$i 
fiaageroualy wounded, they made an excellent 
retreat towards Baray, under the conduct of 
Boufflers, and took post between Quesnoy and 
Valenciennes. The field of battle they aban- 
doned to the confederatesy with about fofty 
colours and standards, sixteen pieces of ardilery, 
and a good number of prisoners; but this was 
the dearest victory the allies had ever purchased. 
About twenty tnousand of their best troops 
were killed in the engagement; whereas the 
enemy did not lose half that number and retired 
at leisure, perfectly recovered of that appre* 
hension with which they had been for scmie 
years inspired and overawed fay the successes of 
their adversaries. On the side of the allies, 
count Lottum, ^neral Tettau, count Oxienstem, 
and the marauis of TuUihardine were killed, 
with many other officers of distinction. Prince 
Eugene was slightly wounded on the head : lieu- 
fenant-general Webb received a shot in the 
groin. The duke of Argyle, who distinguiihed 
himsdf by extraordinary feats of valour, escaped 
tinhurt; but several musket balls penetrated 
ihrough his clothes, his hat, and perhwig« la 
ihe French army, the chevalier de St. George 
charged twelve times with the household troops, 
and in the last was wounded with a sword in 
the arm. The mareschal de Viilars confidently 
asserted, that if he himself had not been disableo, 
the confederates would certainly have been de* 
feated* 

4. Considering the situation of the French, the 
number of their troops, and the manner in which 
tney were fontfied, nothing could be more rash 



Digitized by Google 



I 



and. im^rudieAt 4bian ihe attack, whicii cost the 
lives of so many gattaat meiit ftod was atteoded 
inith so lutle^advuatage to.llie coaquerort, Fe^i- 
haps the duke of Marlborough thought a victory- 
was |disoliitel)i Mcetsary to support his siukmg 
iuterett at thie> comt of. Great Britain. ' Hit in* 
tratuon was ta have ' givea battle !befoi!e the 
enemy had entrenched themselves ; but prince 
Sugmie insisted ufion delaying the. action .untii 
•Dbe reinfbrcemem should amye fromTouitiay; 
vEhe: extraordinary carnage is imputed to the 
impetuosity of the prince of O range, whose aim 
liwottgii this whole war, was ta^rai^e himself 
ini0.ieoiiiiflefiatiQn. witb the states^general hyt mg^ 
Jial acts of military prowess. The French having 
retired, to Valenciennes, the allies were left at 
iiherly ta besiege Mons, which capitulated about 
Ibr^ad ittf Oetoher ;« jifid bo^ annies were die* 
tributed in winter quarters. The campaign on 
the Rhine produced nothing but one sharp ac^ 
tiouy between a detachment of the French arm|r 
^AQimnaoded by the count de Bergb^ and a body 
of troops under count Merci, who had passed 
the Rhine, in order to penetrate into £ranche- 
i^pmpt^ ^ The imperial officer was jwmMed in 
this encounter, with the losr^^if Vm> thousand 
men; obliged to repass the river, and retire to 
labourg. In Piedmont, velt-^maritscbal Thaun 
commanded the cMifederates, 19 the rooin oC^h^ 
duke of Savoy, who refused to take the £eld 
umil some differences, which had arisen betweea 
the emperor and him, should be adjusted* 
!£haoiii!s^ design was to .besiege Srianeim ; but 

£e duke of Berwick had taken such precautions 
, rfrnstrated his intention, though part of the 
^lOQfi^mndef C^e.f reoch genwai were employed 
in suppressing an insurrection of the Canusany 
aad otlier malcontents, in the Viv«i#es. These 
were Intirely defeated in a pitched* battle ; and 

Abraham^ as<t.<tf^th»ir leadera^being iabsB|.wa& 

' M2 
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broke alive upon the wheel ; thrce*and-twenty 
were hanged, and the other prisoners sent to the 
KttilMtk The pope delayed acknowledging \dng 
Charles, under ^rarioiis pretences, in tiopes that 
the campaign would prove favourable to the 
houte of Bourbon; till at length the emperor 
fpmag him to uadentand that his army should 
laka up their wteier quar tm in the ecdcMfaHtical 
state, his holiness solemnly owned Charles as 
king of Spain, Naples, and Sicily. ^'"^ 
. 5. The oiUitary operations in Spain and Portu- 
gal wtre Qflfiwottrable to • the aUiei. On the 
seventh of May, the Portuguese and English 
were defeated at Caya, by the Spaniards, under 
the command of the mareschal de Bay. The 
easde of AKouit, gnarded by two Enghsh regi« 
taents, had been besieged, and held out during 
a whole winter. At length the chevalier d'As- 
f^ldt ordered the rock to be undermined, and 
having lodged two hundred barrels of gunpow- 
der, gam Syburg, the goyernor, to uiiderstjdfid, 
that two of his officers might come out and see 
the condition of the works. This offer bein^ 
accepted, Asfeldt in person accompanied them 
feoilw nifaie: he told them he could not bear the 
thnugiira of »iMMAng so 'nt Any brave men f^sh 
in the ruins of a place they had so gallantly 
defended; and allowed them four-and-twenty 
houca Ha consider on the resolution they should 
take. * Syburg continued deaf to his remon- 
strances ; and; with an obstinacy that savoured 
jnore of stupidity than of valour, determined to 
ataM the explosion. When the sentinels that 
ware potted im the side of the hill gave iijMid^t 
by a prMoneeetedeigna), ^i^ firewd^ set^ro'tKI 
mine, ^he governor ordered the guard to retirt, 
and walked out to the parade, accompanied by 
.several officem. The mine being sprung, the 
rock opened under their feet, aUd &ej^ falling 
MS iha^dMa^ lrteslnMl]rctosed, aild crushed 
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UKem.jto- 4Mtb. NotwiUmanriim this dnadful 
s^icident, cdboel d*AlboQ, v^ho tucotcdtd 10 tke 

command, resolved to defend the place to the 
Ust extremity. Sir Edward Whitaker sailed frota 
Barcelona to^he reU^ o£ ibe place; but the 
eoemy had erected tycb wcnrks » effecuuiU^r 
hindered the troops from Unding. Then general 
Staphope, who commanded them, capitulated 
with the Spanish general for the garrison, whichr 
marched out with aU the hooows ef war, aoA 
was transported to Minorca^ where tfie men 
were put into quarters of refreshment. On the 
frontiers of Catalonia, general Staremberg main- 
tamed his ground, and even anixiyed the enemy^ 
He passed the Segra, and^reAalced Balaguer; 
having left a strong garrison in the place, he re^ 
passed the river, and sent his forces into winter 
quartern. The most remarkable ewat of this 
lummer was the battle of Pouliowei in which 
the king of Sweden wa» entirely defeated by the 
czar of Muscovy, and obliged to take refuge at 
BendeTf a town of Moldavia, in the Turkish do- 
minions* Augustus immediately marched into 
Poland against Stanblausy and renoaMe4^ fab 
own resignation, as if it had been the effect of 
compulsion. He formed a project with the 
kings of Denmark and Prussia^ to attack the 
Swedish territories in three deferent placel-; bikt 
the emperor and maritime powers prevented the 
execution of .this scheme, by entering into a 
guarantee for preserving ^e peace of the em^ 
pire*. Nevertheles9| the kiiif of. Denmark d<»» 
clared war against Sweden, and transported an 
army over the Sound of Schoqen ; but they were 
attacked and defeated by the Swedes, and obliged 
to re-embark with the utmost precipitation. The 
war still continued to rage in Hn^iar^ , where, 
however, the revolters were routed in many 
petty engagements. 

Though the eyentt of the summer had been 
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let* unfavourable to France than Louis had rea- 
•on expect^ he um that peaee was as neeessaiy 
at ^Ter to bis kingdom ; but he thought he mi^t 

now treat with some freedom and dignity. Hts 
minister, Torcjr, maintained a correspondence 
with Mr. Petkum, resident of the duke ol Hoi* 
stein at the Hague : he pro|K)sed to this minister^ 
that the negotiation should be renewed; and de- 
manded passes, by virtue of which the French 
plenipotentiaries might repair in safety to Hol- 
land. In the mean time, the French king with- 
drew his troops from Spain, on pretence of de« 
moasf»'|itting his readiness to obUge the allies in 
that partieuter; though this measure was the 
effect of necessity, which obh'ged him to recal 
those troops for the defence of his own domi- 
nions. The tKmtes^^neral refused to grant passea 
to the Frmch ministers ; but they allowed Pet« 
kum to make a journey to Versailles. In the 
interim king Philip published a manifesto, pro- 
tMtiog against iU that should be transacted at 
the Hague to his prejudice. Par from yteMing 
Spain and the ladies to his competitor, he de- 
dared his intention of driving Charles from 
diose plaeea that vftre nam in his possession. 
He named the duke of Atba and count Bergw 

heyck for his plenipotentiaries, and ordered them 
to notify their credentials to the maritime pow« 
ers ; but no regard was paid to their intimation* 
Philip tampered likewise with the duke of Marl- 
borough; and the marquis de Torcy renewed his 
attempra upon that general ; but all his applica* 
tion and address proved ineiB^ual. Petkum 
brought b.ick from Versailles a kind of memo- 
rial, importing, that those motives which in- 
fluenced the Prench^ before the campaign was 
opened, no longer auhsisted: that tire winter 
season mturAllv produced a cessation of arms, 
during which he would treat of a general and^ 
reasonable peace, without restncting4iimself to 
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the form of the preliminaries which the allies 
had pretended to impose : that, nevertheless^ he 
would stiU treat on dhe foundation of those con* 
ditions to which he had consented, and send ple- 
nipoientiaries to begin the conferences with those 
of the allies on the first day of January, The 
states-general inveighed against ttus memorial, 
as a proof of the French Icing's iufiincerity; 
though he certainly had a right to retract 
those offers they h^^ formerly rejected* They 
came to a resolution, that it was absolutely 
necessary to prosecute the war with vigour; 
and they wrote pressing letters on the subject 
to all their allies. 

• 7. The parliament of Oreat Britain being as- 
sembled on the iitteenth dav of November, the 
^ueen in her speech told both houses, that the 
enemy had endeavoured, by false appearances 
and deceitful insinuation? of a desire after peace, 
to create jealousies among the alh'cs: that God 
Almighty had been pleased to bless the arms of 
the confederates with a most remaricable victory, 
and other successes, which had laid France orjen 
to the impression of the allied arms, and conse- 
quently rendered peace more necessary to that 
kingdom than it was at the beginning of the 
campaign. Slie insisted upon the expediency of 
prosecuting the advantages she had gained, by 
reducin? that exorbitant and oppressive power 
which had so long threatened the liberties of 
Europe. Ihe parliament were as eager and 
compliant as ever. They presented congratula*- 
tory addresses : they thanked the duke of MarU 
borough for his signal services ; while great part 
of the nation reproached him with having wan- 
tonly sacrificed so many thousand lives to his 
own private mterest and reputation* In less 
than a month the commons granted upwards of 
six millions for the service ot the ensuing year; 
and published a lottery, with other funds, to 
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ttmrer this eaormoiu supplr. On the thirteemli 

day of December, Mr. Dolben, son to the late 
archbUhop of York, complained to the house of 
two sermons preached and published by Dr«. 
Henry Sacheverel, nctor of Sc Saviotir*i in 
Southwark^ « containing poritions contrary tq 
revolution principles, to the present government 
and the protestant succession. Sacheverel wa^ 
'a clergyman of narrow intellects, and an overr 
heated unagination. He had ac<pitred some po» 
pularitY among those who distinguished them* 
selves Dy the name of hlgh-churchmen ; and 
took ali occasions to vent his animosity against 
the dissenters. At the snnnner assizes at Derby, 
he had held forth in that strain before the judges ; 
on the fifth day of November in St. Paul*s 
church, he, in a violent declamation, defended 
the doctrine of non-resistance ; inveighed against 
the toleration and dissenters; declared the cnnrch 
was dangerously attacked by her enemies; and 
slightly defended by her false friends : he sounded 
the trumpet for the church, and exhorted the 
people to put on the whole armour of Crod. Sir 
Samuel Garrard, the lord mayor, countenanced 
this harangue, which was published under his 
protection, extolled by the tories^ and circulated 
all over the nation. The compbunt of Mr. Do^ 
hen against Sacheverel was seconded in the house 
of commons by sir Peter King, and other mem- 
bers. The most violent paragfraphs were read: 
the sermons were voted scandalous and seditious 
libels. Sacheverel, being brought to the bar of 
the house, acknowledged himself the author o{ 
both, and mentioned the encouragement he had 
re^ceived from the lord mayor to print that which 
was intitled, " The Perils of False Brethren." 
Sir Samuel^ who was a member, denied he had 
ever given him such encouragement. The doc- 
tor being ordered to withdraw, the house re- 
solved he< should be impeached of high crimes 



1709. ANNE. 355 

and misdemeanours; and Mr. Dolben was or- 
dered to impeach him at the bar of the house of 
lords, ia the name of all the commoni^ of £ii|^ 
land. A committee was appointed |to draw up 
articles, and Sacheverel was taken into custody. 
At the same time, in order to demonstrate their 
own principles, they resolved that the reverend 
Mr. Benjamin Hoadly, vector of St. Pet^r-1e-» 
Poor, for having often justified the principles on 
which her majesty and the nation proceeded in 
t)ie late happy revolution, had justly merited the 
fivbur and recommendation of the house ; and 
they presented an address to the queen, beseech- 
ing her to bestow some dignity in tlie church on 
Mr. Hoadiv, for Jiis eminent service both to the 
church and state. The queen returned a dvil 
answer, though she paid no reeard to their recom- 
mendation. Hoadly was a clergyman of sound 
understanding, unblemidied character, and un-* 
common moderation, who, in a sermon preached 
before the lord mayor of London, had demon- 
atrated the lawfulness of resisting wicked and 
cruel goveniors; and vindicated the late revo» 
Iution« By avowine such doctrines, he incurred 
the resentment of tne high-churchmen, who ac- 
cused iiim of having preached up rebellion* 
I^ny books were written against the maximt 
he professed. These he answered; and in the 
course of the controversy, acquitted himself* 
with superior temper, judgment, and solidity of 
argument. He, as wcdl as bishop Burnet, Wd 
several other prelates, had been treated with' 
great viruleoce in SachevereFs sermon; and the 
Kurd treasurer was scurrilouftly abused under the ^ 
name of Volpone. 

8. The doctor being impeached at the bar of • 
the upper hou^, petitioned that he might be * 
admitted to baiU.out tlus indulgence was re-' 
fused, imd the gommom /seemed heatiupon jiro* - 
secuUng hini with such severity as gave disgust 
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to mea tff m(Kl4irate principles. Meanwhile t}m* 
toriit y^eH not idle. They bdldlj affirmed tha(: 
the whigs had formed a design to pull down the 
church ; and thtit this prosecution was intended 
to try their atret^tb, before they would proceed 
op^j io the execution of tbeir project, ^ Tbnt 
aniertions were supported, and even credited by 
great part of the clergy, who did not fail to 
alfrm and inflame th«r bearers ; whiles emissaries 
yhre employed to raise a ferment aiQfmg^ ti» 
popnfkce, already prepared with discontent, 4ntsi» 
ing from a scarcity which prevailed in almost 
every country of Europe. The ministers magui* 
fied the dangers' to which the church was ex^ 
posedv from dissenters, ^higs, and luk^wanii 
prelates. These they represented as the authors 
of a ruinous war, which in a little time would 
produce universal famine ; and as the immediate, 
encouragers of those Palatine refugees who had 
been brought over, to the number ot six thou* 
sand, and maintained by voluntary contributions 
until they could be conveniently transported into 
Ireland, and the plantatkms m America* The 
ebarity bestowed upon those unhappy strangecs 
exasperated the poor of England, who felt sei- 
verely the effects of the dearth, and helped to fill 
up the measure of popular discontent. The ar- 
ticles against Dn Saeheverel being exhibited^ hiS' 
person was committed to the deputy-usher of the 
Black rod ; but, afterwards, the lords admitted 
him to baih Then he drew up an answer to the 
^arge, in which he denied some asdi^esy suuL 
oAers he cfndeavoured to justify or lextetMOiei^ 
The commons having sent up a replication, de* 
daring they were ready to prove the cbarge,.tlMt 
lords appointed the twenty-MV^th ds^-^o^^jltoi 
bmary^ for the trial m We^piiiasteNudhf ok rfun 
' ^« The ejres <rf^ the whole uigdom wer e turned 
tij^on this extraordinarv trial. It lasted thre& 
we^^ dariQg-whkh aU^thcr b^fmest-waSiaui* 
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pended; and the queen herself was every day 
present, though in'quaUty of a private ftpeclaton 
The managers for the conuoont were sir Joseph 
Jekyl, Mr. Eyre, soUcitor^general, sir Peter 
King, recorder of the city of JLiOndon, lieutenant- 
general Stanhope, sir Thomas Parker, and Mr. 
£U>bert Walpole, treasurer of the navy. . The 
doctor was defended by sir Simon Harcourt and 
Mr. Phipps, and assisted by Dr. Atterburv, Dr. 
Smallridge, and Dr. Friend. A vast multitude 
attended Um every day to and from Westmin* 
$ter-hall, striving to Idss his hmAf and praying 
for his deliverance, as if he had been a martyr 
and confessor. The (Queen's sedan was beset oy 
the populace, exclaimmg, God bless your ma- 
jestj and the church. We hope your majesty 
IS for Dr. Sacheverel." They compellea aU 
persons to lift their hats to the doctor, as he 

{>assed in his coach to the Temple, where he 
edged; and among these some members of par* 
liament^who were abused and insulted. They 
destroyed several meeting houses ; plundered the 
dwelling houses of eminent dissenters; and threat- 
ened to pull down those of the lord chancelior, 
the earl of Wharton^ and the bishop of Sarum« 
Thev even proposed to attack the Bank ; so that 
the directors were obliged to send to Whitehall 
for assistance. The horse and foot jruards were 
immediately sent to disperse the noters^ who 
jBed at their approach. Next day the guards 
were doubled at Whitehall, and the train bands 
of Westminster continued in arms during the 
. whple triaL The conunons entreated the queens 
in an address^ to take efiectual measures for sup* 
pressing the present tumults, set on foot and . 
fomented by papists, non-jurors, and other ene- 
mies to hy title and government. She expressed 
a deep seiMe of their care aod concem^ as well as 
a just resentment at these tumultuous and vio» 
lent proceedings, bhe published a j>roclamaiiQU 
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fbr suppressijig the tumults; and several persons 
being apprehended, were aflferwtfds tried for 

high-treason. Two of them were convicted, 
and sentenced to die; but neither suffered. The 
commons presented another address of thanks 
to her majesty, fbr her gracious answer to thrir 
first remonstrance. They took this occasion to 
declare, that the prosecution of the commons 
against Dr. Henry Sacheverel proceeded only 
hwn the indispensable obligation they lay under 
to vindicate the late happy revolution, the glory 
of their royal deliverer, her own title and admi- 
nistration, the present established and protestant 
succession, together with the toleration and the 
quiet of the government. When the doctor's 
counsel had finished his defence, he himself re- 
cited a speech, wfaetein he solemnly justified his 
intentions towards the queen and her govern- 
ment ; and spoke in the tnost respectful terms of 
the revolution, and the protestant succession. 
He thaintaiiied the doctrine of ndn-reslstsmce in 

all cases whatsoever, as a maxim of the church 
in which he was educated; and by many pa- 
thetical expressions endeavoured to excite the 
compassion of thfe antli^nce* He was surround- 
ed by the queen's chaplains, who encouraged 
and extolled him as the champion of the church ; 
and he was privately favoured by the queen | 
hertelf, who could not but relish a doctrine so 
Well calculated for the support of regal autho- ' 
riry. 

10. On (he teuth day of March, the lords be- 
ing adjourned to their own house, the earl of 

JJottingham proposed the following question, 

^* Whether, in prosecutions by impeaclimeots for 
high crimes and misdemeanours, by writing or 

*^ Speaking, the particular words supposed to be 
Criminal are necessary to be expressly specified 
^ti such impeachments?" The judges being 

consulted, were unaniinously of opinion, tha«, ac-. 
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eordto^ to law, the grauttdt trf an !n(U€tmeift or 
ImpeaeiiiiiMt ought to be expr^Iy menttotied 

in both. One of the lords having* suj^g-ested, 
that the judges had delivered their opinions ac- 
tordmg to the ttile$ of Westmhister^haH, ^nd 
not accordinif to the utage of parKament, the 

house resolved, that in impeaclvments they should 
proceed according to the laws ot the land, and 
the law and usage of parliament. On the ux« 

teenth day of the month, the quec n being in the 
liouse incopnita, ihcy proceeded to consider whe- 
ther or not the commons had made good the arti«# 
clea i^iiilbtted agsAn^t Dr. SacbevereK The earl 
of Wharton observed, that the doctor's speech 
was a.full confutation and condemnation of hitf 
aermoil: that all he had advanced about Qon*re« 
liktafnte and tmlimited obedience was false and 
ridiculous ; that the doctrine of passive obe- 
dience, as urged by the doctor, was not recon- 
diieable to the practice of churchmen : that if 
the re^lutron "was not lawful, many in that 
house, and vast numbers v^tthout, were gfuilty of 
bloody' murder, rapine, and injustice; and that 
the queen herself was no lawfai sovereign, since 

the best title sh^ had to the ctown, was her par- 
liamentary title, founded upon the revolution. 
He was answered by the lord Haversham in a 
long speech. Lord Ferrers said, if the doctor 
was guilty of some foolish unguarded expressions, 
he ought to have been tried at common law» 
The earl of Scarborough observed, the revolo* 
tion was a nice point, and above the law: he 
moved that they should adjourn the debate, and 
take time to consider before they gave judgment. 
Doctor Hooper, bishop of Bath and Wells, al- 
lowed the necessity ana legality of resistance in 

some extraordinary cases; but was of opinion, 
that this maxim ought to be concealed from the 
knowledge of the people, who are naturally too 
apt to resbi : «tfaas tlw Vevdhitioo was not to 
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boasted of, or made a precedeiit; but that s 
mantle ought to be thrown over it, and should 
be caUed a vteancy or abdiiiatioin. He uiA thi 
brigiiud compact were dangerom WMda, dOt 
be mentionea without great caution : that tho^ 
who examined the rev<Sution too nicely were -no 
firiendfttoit; aiid that there «eemed to be a 
ceMty for preaching up non-resistance and pa^ 
sive-obedience at that time, when resistance was 
. justified* The duke of Argyle affirmed, that tbtf 
deqnr in aU wee had delivered up die righu and 
privileges of the people, preaching up the king*^ 
power, in order to govern him the more easily ; 
and therefore they ought not to be suffered to 
meddle with pehtscs. The eari of Attglete; 
owned the doctor had preached nonsense ; but 
said, that was no crime. The duke of Leeds 
distinguished between resistance and revoluti<Hi| 
lor had not the last succeeded, it would have 
certainly been rebellion, since he knew of no 
other but hereditary right. . The bishop of Sa« 
iisbury justified resistance from the book of Mac 
eab^efr: he mentioned the conduct of 
Elizabeth, who assisted the Scots, the French, 
and the states-general, in resistinp^ their differaxi 
sovereigns, ana was supported m this practice 
both by her parliaments and her convocationt« 
He observed tnat king Charles I. had assisted the j 
dtizens of Rochelle in their rebdUion ; that Alan- 
iRraring incurred a severe censure from the "par- 
Kaitfttt for havin^^ broached the doctrme of tfie 
fivine right of kings ; and that though this be- 
came a favourite maxim after the restoration, vet 
fte warmest aaserters were the first who pleaaed 
for resistance when they thought themselves bpi 
pressed. The archbishop of York, the duke of 
Buckingham, and other leaders of the tory inte^ 
rest, declared that they never read such a piecrf 
of madness and nonsense as SacheverdV s^cMl} 
oat they did not think him guilty of a ims4e- 
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made, a 

•twm y a m i faUa xcpresentatioa of the dmpi f<9V 
« CQO^prehraaioa, wliich bad beta iet.oB fom bf 

archbishop Sancroft, and promoted by the most 
iewinem divines of the church of England. He 
saaa oC'OptQAm tbataooie step should be taken 
Cpr piUdi^ a slop to such pceaching, as, if not 
timely corrected, might kuidle heats and animo- 
^pftiM'that would endanger both church and state* 
SlTic TittweW bifhop ^ Konvich) expeiiatfd on 
ihchiosoifiDee of Saebererel, who had amigned 
awbbishop Grindal, one of the eminent reform^ 
fiIs«LiM 3t perfidious preiatet for haviag. favoured 
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larged upoa.the good 
He took notice of SachevereFs presumption in 
pwhlwbioyiuflamroafory prayers, dffflariiB)^ himn 
Mif ei^der peiK<mnoo» while -he wm proseeuied 
§0€ offeodiog against the biw, by diose who in 
common justice ought to be thought the fairest 
accuaersy^axid before their Uyd^hjps, who were 
IMt^ aoknowledged to be ,the mpu impartial 
jodgee. Ui discussing the fourth article, the 
bishop of Salisbury spoke with great vehemence 
spaioit Sachei^relt-who, byinveighiiw 'HS^ioB^ 
l^ireswfaitiaiv »toatioDt» and JUiiion» .seemed^tei 
amign and attack the queen herself; since het^ 
majesty had so great a share in the first ; had 
often declared she would maintain the seeMiU 
aad that ahe i^ked upon the thicd as ahe aufsii 
glorious event of her reign. He affirmed that» 
nothing could be more plain than the doctor's^ 
fefl^ting upon her majesty s ministers } ^lad tbilfi 
hi|.had iOiJpeU ivwked out sk noble peer .ther« 
present, by an ugly and scurrilous epithet which| 
hei .would not repeat, that,* it was not possiblei 
^ mistake hit»^eaniog. Soms^ 4>t the. YPunsiP^ 
peere^aMldtnotrhelp laughing m 4iaii ui iow g M^ 
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Fei had reviled under the na^le^V{f V o ip o iie ? 
they exclaimed, Name him, name him;" and^ 
ia ail pf obability, «he zealous bishop, who was 
MiiiarlBtble for abtttice of miad aad iiagwded 
exprefldoBa, wooM hove gratified their raquMt, 
had not the chancellor, interposing, declared that 
no peer waa obliged to say more than he should 
ibiuk paoper. 

l U A§Mt obtrimte diaputcs^ and imieh wu* 

lent altercation, Sacheverel was found guilty by 
a majority of seventeen voices; and four-»and« 
thirty peem entered a protest against this deci^ 
nnn» He Cohabited from preaching fm the 
term of three years : his two sermons were or* 
dered to be burnt by the hands of the common 
hangman, in presence of the lord mayor and the 
two abenfit ef liondon and JM&ldleBnw The 
lords likewise voted, that the executioner should 
commit to the same fire the famous decree passed 
in the convocation of the university of Oxford^ 
assezting the absolnte antboitty and iqdefiBasible 
right 0f princes. A like ^HMnce was deneotie* 
ed by the commons upon a book intituled^ 
Couections Passages referred to by Dr. Sa^ 
*^€bmwcd9 in his Answef to the Arttclce of bn- 
^peachmenh** These be had selected from im* 
pious books lately published, and they were read 
by his counsel, as proofs that the church was in 
dangei}. The lenity of the sentence poMed 



to the dread of popular resentment, his friends 
considered as a victory obtained over a whigfac- 
Uon, and they celebrated their triumph with 
bonfires and ittuminaHons* On the fifili day of 
April, the queen ordered the pnfHeiKiMt so be 
prorogued, after having, in her speech to both 
houses, expressed her concern for the n^essary 
occasion \v4Mch had taken up ^ezv part of their 
time«iows«ds th^ latter end of th^ mmm She 
deebied tliat no prince could have a more true 
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ami lender oonoera for the wdfiire and prospe-* 

rity of the church than she had, and should al- 
ways have ; and &lie said it was very iojurious to 
take a preteoce from wicked and malicious libels^ 
10 inumiate that tJie church was in danger by 

her administration. 

12. I he French king, seeing the misery of his 
people daily increase^ and all hia resources fail| 
bembled himself again before the allies^'asd by 
the means of Petkura, who still correspondeu 
with his ministers, implored the states-general, 
that the negotiation might be, resumed. In wdei 
to facilitate their consent, he dispatched a neur 
pro|ect of pacificatiop, in which he promised to 
renounce his graudson, and to comply with all 
their ofher demands, provided the electors of 
Cologn aad Bavaria stould be re-established in 
Iheir estates and dignities* These overtures bein^ 
rejected, aaother plan was offered, and cominu- 
pleated to the plenipotentiaries of the emperor 
and queen ><kf Great Britain. Tben I^taam 
wrote. ftJetter to the^marguts de Torcy, intimat-» 
ing, that the allies reijuired his most christian 
majesty should declare, in plain and^ expressive 
terms^ &hi|t be consented to aU the preltmina^ 
lies^ *»cept the tfairtywseventh wtiele, which 

stipulated a cessation of arms, in case tlic Spa- 
nish monarchy should be delivered to king 
Charles la the spa^e of tW'O months. He said, 
the aibee would send passports to tbe Franefa ro»i 

Bisters, to treat of an equivalent for that article* 
Louis was even forced to swallow this bitter 
draught. He signiHed his consent, and appoint*^ 
ed the mareschal d^UxeHeftandtfae abb£ Polignac 
his plenipotentiaries. They were not saflfered, 
however, to enter Holland, but were met by the 
deputies Buys and Vanderdussen at Gertrixyden* 
burgh. Meanwhile^ tbe States desired the queeit 
of England to send over tbe duke of MmbcH 
rough, to as^sisl them witb his advice in these 
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cimferences. The two houses of parhame&t se» 
eanctod .their nqaeit ia a joint addms to hef 

majesty, who told them she had already given 
directions for his departure; and said sne was 
glad to find they concorred with her in a just 
tense of the duke^s emment services. Both the 
letter and the addresses were procured by the 
interest of Marlborough, to let the queen see 
how nmeh that iiobleman was comidered bofeh 
mt home sod abroad. But she was aheady 
wholly aUenated from him in her heart, and 
(hese ^pedieiits served only to increase her 

dlMUSt. 

IS. The French nrinistert wwe subjected to 

every species of mortification. They were in a 
maoMr confined, to a small fortified town, and all 
their conduct narrowly watchcd« Their accent 
modation was mean : their letters ware opened ; 
and they were daily insulted by injurious libels. 
The Dutch deputies would hear of no relaxation, 
and no eapedient for retnoving the difficultiea 
that retarded the negotiation. In vain the pleni-i 
potenttaries declared, that the French king could 
not with decency, or the least la^gacd to his 
honour, wage war against his own grandson: 
the deputies insisted upon his efi^ecting the cession 
of Spain and the Indies to the house of Austria ; 
and submitting to every other article specified ia 
the prdiminsUes. Nay, they even retetmd 4o 
themselves a power of making ulterior demands 
after the preliminaries should be adjusted* Louis 
piPOposed that some amail furovision should be 
aiaoe fbr the doke of Anjou,wfaidi might indme 
him to relinquish Spain the more easily. He 
metitioned the kingdom of Arragon; and this 
hint being disagreeable to the alliea, he demand> 
ed Naples and fficUy« Whan ihej urged thai 
Napl^ was already in possession ot the house of 
Austria, he restricted the provision to Sicily and 
»ardmia* He ofiEered M deliver up four cau« 
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Hooary towns in Flanders^ as a security for Phi« 
^vflcuMiiig Spain ; find wm promsMi- to 
mpply tbe coi^edeMtet with a montMy iMs 
money, to defray the eipence of expelling that 
priage from hts doounioiis, should he refuse 19 
resign them tvith a good grace* The sobstaoet 
ef att-tbe cooferences was communicated to lord 
Townshend, and count Kinzendorf, the Imperial 
pleaipotentiary ; but the conduct of the deputies 
r^giilaied by the petMooaary Hetnsius» who 



duke of Marlborough, more averse than ever to 
a pacification. The negotiation lasted from the 
iHDiOeeiii^ day of' Mardi to the twenty-fifth of 
July, during which term the conferences were 
several times interrupted, and a great many dis» 
patc h es and new proposals arrived from Ver- 
failles*. At length, the plenipotentiaries returned 
to France, after having sent a letter to the pen- 
sionary, in which they declared, that the pro* 
posals made by the deputies were unjust and in* 
.prao&aUe ; and complatned of the unworthy 
treatment to which they had been exposed, 
Louis resolved to hazard another campaign, not 
without hope, that there might be scftne luclqf 
saeideot iortlieeFeiite of war, and th^^ the ap- 
proaching revolution in the English ministry, of 
which he was well apprised, would be produc* 
tive of a uiore reasonable pacification. The 
states^geaeral resolved, that the enemy had de* 
parted from the foundation on which the nego« 
tiation had begun, and studied pretences to evade 
thf executicNvof the capital pdnts, die restitu* 
tiqa of^ Spam and the Indies; and, ii^ short, that 
France h^d np other view than to sow and create 
jealousy and diiimion among the allies. JLord 
TPq pw is b ww U a>« flMaoOlial^ ssiured them, that 
the ^uean ^tffely -apprOvM their resolutioai, 
and all the steps they had taken in the course of 

the negotiatioa; and that she was firmly resolv^ 
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to prosecute the war with all possible vig-our, 
until the enemy abould accept such terms of 
peace as miffht secure the tranquillity of the 
christian wond* 

14. The conferences did not retard the opera- 
' tions of the campaign^ Prince Eugene and the 
duke of Marlborough set out from the Hague 
on the fifteenth day of March for Toumay, in 
order to assemble the forces which were quar- 
tered on the Maese, in Flanders, and Brabant. 
On the twentieth of April, they sudd»ly ad« - 
▼aaced to Pont-a-Vendin, in order to attack the 
lines upon which the French had been at work 
all the winter, hoping by these to cover Douay 
and other frontier towns, which were threatened 
by the confederates. The troops left for the de- 
fence of the lines retired widiout opposition. 
The allies having laid bridges over the Scarp, the 
duke of Marlborough with his division passed 
the river, and encamped at Vitri. Prince Eugene 
remained on the other side, and invested Douay^ 
the enemy retiring towards Cambray. Mareschal 
Villars still commanded the French army, which 
was extremely numerous and well appointed, 
considering tne distress of that kingdom. In* 
deed, the number was augmented by this dis- 
tress ; for many thousands saved themselves from 
dying of hunger, by carr]^ing arms in the ser- 
vice* The mareschal havmg assembled all his 
forces, passed the Scheldt, and encamped at 
Boucham, declaring that he would give battle to 
the confederates : an alteration was immediately 
made in the disposition of the allies, and proper 
precautions taken for his reception* He ad* 
▼anced in order of battle ; but having viewed 
the situation of the confederates, he marched 
back to the heights of St. Lawrence, where he 
fixed his camp* His aim was, by continual 
alarms, to interrupt the siege of Douay, which 
Tig9rou$ly defended by a SLumerous |;arri- 
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$on, under the command of Monsieur Alber- 
^tti, who made a number of 8uccesstul salheo, 
in ^ich the betieeers lost a great number of 
men* They were likewise repulsed in sevenA 
assaults; but stitl proceeded with unremitted vi« 
gour, until the besieged being reduced to the last 
ettremity, were oUiged to capitulate on the 
*twenty«tixth of Inne, §fty days after the trenchea 
had been opened. The generals finding it im« 
practicable to attack the enemy, who were post* 
ed within strong lines from Arras towards Mira^ 
mont, resolved to besiege Bethune, which waa 
invested on the fifteenth day of July, and sur- 
rendered on the twenty*ninth of August. ViU 
lara marched out of bis entrenchments with a 
view to raise the siege ; bM be did not think 
proper to hazard an engagement : some warm 
skirmishes, however, happened between the fo» 
ragers of the two armies* After the reduction 
of Berhune, the allies besieged at one time Ae 
towns of Aire and St. Venant, which were taken 
without much difficulty. Then the armies broke 
vp, and marched into winter quarters. 

15. The csunpaign on the Rhine was produOi» 
tive of no military event ; nor was any thing of 
consequence transacted in Piedmont* The duke 
of Savoy being indisposed and out of humour^ 
the command of the forces still continued vested 
in count Thaun, who endeavoured to pass the 
Alps, and penetrate into Oauphin^; but the 
duke of Berwick had cast up entrenchmenti in 
the mountains, and taken such precautions to 
guard them, as baffled all the attempts of the 
Imperial general. Spain was much more fruitful 
of military incidents. The hmse and dragoona 
in the army of king Charles^ headed by general 
Stanhope, attacked the whole cavalry of the ene- 
my at Almennara. Stanhope charged in person, 
and with lus own hand slew general Ajnessaga, 
wJho commanded the guarda of Philip* The 
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Spanith horse iMr« eattrdfrotfted^ togetiber witk 
nine battalions that escaped by favow of the | 
darkness ; and the main body ot the army retired 
with precipitation to JLerida. Greneral Starem* 
berg puftura them to Saragossat where he found 
them drawn up in order of battle; and an em^ 
gTig^ement ensuinjjf on the ninth day of August, 
the enemy were totally defeated : five thousand 
of their men were killed^ seven thousand taken, 
-together with all their artillery, and a great nun»* 
ber of colours and standards. King Charles en* 
tered Saragossa in triumph^ while Philip with 
the wreck of his army retreated to Madrid* 
Having sent his queen and son to Victoria^ he re« 
tired lu Valladolid, in order to collect his scat- 
tered forces, so as to form another army. The 
good fortune of Charles was of short duration. 
Stanhope proposal that he should immediately 
secure Pampeluna, the only pass by which tm 
French king^ could send troops to Spain ; but thij 
ealutary scheme was rejected* King Charles 
liroceeded to Madrid, which was deserted by all 
the grandees; and he had the morofitatton to see 
that the Castilians were universally attached to 
his competitor. 

16. While his forces continued cantoned in the 
neighbourhood of Toledo, the king of France, at 
the request of Philip, sent the duke de Vendome 
to take the command of the Spanish army, which 
was at the same time reinforced by detaehmentt 
of French troopa. Vendome*s reputation vras eo I 
-liigh, and his person so beloved by the soldiery, 
that his presence was almost equivalent to an 
army« A great number of volunteers immedi* 
nteiy assembled to signdiee themselves under the 
eye of this renowned general. The CastiUana 
were inspii*ed with fresh courage, and mAde sur- 
prising efforts in favour of their sovereign; so 
that in less than three months alter his defeat at 
^aragofsat Ji« waejn a condition to go in q|Mit 



of hit rival* Cliwlct^ on the other heiid^ wae 
totally neglected by the courts of Vieana and 
Great Britain, which took no steps to supply his 
wants^ or enable him to prosecute the advaiw 
tagee he had gained, bi the begiontng of No* 
▼ember his arm^r marched back to Saragossa, 
and was cantoned in the neighbourhood of Ci« 
liientes^ where Staremherg established his head 

Sarters^ Oeneial Sunhope, with the British 
roea« wae quartered ia the little town of Brii» 
huega, where, on the twenty- seventh day of the 
month, he found himself suddenly surrounded 
b]P she whole Spanish army. As the place wae 
aot tenablCt and he*had very little ammiinitioii| 
he was obliged, after a short but vigorous resist- 
ance, to capitulate, and surrender himself and 
aU his forces prisoners of war, to the amouot of 
two tfaOiitand meu^ iuchiding three lieutenant* 
generals, one major'^generai, one brigadier, with 
all the colonels and oflficers of the respective 
regiments» He was greatly censured for having 
allowed htmself to 1:^ surprised; for if he had 
placed a guard upon the neighbouring hills, ae* 
cording to the advice of general Carpenter, he 
might have received notice of the enemy'e 
approach time enough to tetiK to Cifuentes* 
Tinther he had detached his aid>de-camp, with, 
an account of his situation, on the appearance of 
the Spanish army 4 and Staremberg immediately^ 
assembled his forces* About eleven in the for^ 
Mon they began to march towards Brihuega; 
but the roads were so bad, that night overtook 
them before they reached the heights in the 
neighbourhood or that place. Staremberg is said 
to have loitered away his time nnnecessarilyt 
from motives of ' envy to the English general, 
who had surrendered before his arrival. The 
troops lay ail night on their arms near Villa- 
vieiDta, and cm the twenty-ninth were attacked 
by the enemy, wlv> dottUw their flunibe^ 9^ 
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fcmberg's left wmg was utterly defeated^ all the 

infantry that composed it having been either cut 
io pieces or taken; but the victors instead of 
foUowiog the blow^ be^an to plunder the bag« 
gage; and Scaremberg with his right vAng foaght 
their left with surprifliog irdoor and persever- 
ance till night. Then they retired in disorder, 
leaving him master of the £eid of battle and of 
all their artillery. Six tfaoosaod of the enemr 
were killed on the spot ; but the allies had su^ 
fered so severely that the general could not 
maintain his ground. He ordered the cannon to 
be nailed up, and marched to Saragossa, iroBi 
whence he retired to €!atalonia. Thither he vira» 
pursued by the duke de Vendome, who reduced 
Balaguer, in which he had left a garrison, and 
compelled him to take shelter under the walls of 
Barcd^ona^ At this period the duke de NeaiUes 
invested Gironne, which he rednced notwith- 
standing the severity of the weather; so that 
Philip from a fugitive, became in three months 
absolute master.of the whole Spanish, inonarehy^ 
except the province of Catalcniia^ and even thait 
lay open to his incursions. Nothing of conse- 
quence was achieved on the side of Portugal, 
from whence the earl of Oalway returned to 
England by the queen's peimission. The ope- 
rations of the British fleet, during this summer, 
were so inconsiderable as scarce to deserve no- 
tice. ' Sir John Norris commanded in the Mei* 
^iterraneftn, and with a view to support the 
Camisars, who were in arms in the Cevennes^ 
sailed to Port Cette, within a league of Mar- 
eeilks, and at the distance of fifteen from the 
insurjg^ents. The place surrendered, without op- 
position, to about seiren hundred men that landed 
under the command of major-general Suissan, 
a native of Languedoc. He likewise made him- 
self master of the town and castle of Ayde ; but 

ue duMdeMoiiU^ adfaueing-jvrlth m body q£ 
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manded in those parts, the English abandooed 
their conquests, and re-embarked with precipi- 
tation« After the battle of Pultowa the czar of 



The king oi Sweden continued at Bender, and 
the grand signor interested himself so much in 
favour of that prince, as to declare war against 
die emperor of Russia. Hostilities were earned 
on between the Swedish and Danish fleets with 
various success. The malcontents in Hungary 
sustained repeated losses during the summer; 
tnit they were encouraged to maincaia the war 

by the rupture between the Ottoman Porte and 
and Russia. They were flattered with hopes of 
aniiliaries from toe Turks} and expected engi* 
neera and money from the French monarch* 

17. In England, the effects of tho&e intrigues 
which had been formed against the whig minis- 



had excited a popular spirit of aversion to those 

who favoured the dissenters. From all parts of 
the kingdom addresses were presented to the 
qjtteen, censnring all resistance as a rebellious 
doctrine, founded upon anti<»monarchical and re» 
publican principles. At the same time counter* 
addresses were procured by the whigs extolling 
the revolution, and magnifying the conduct 
die present parliament. The queen began to 
express her attachment to the tories, by mortify* 
ing the duke of Marlborough. Upon the death 
of the earl of Essex she wrote to the general^ 
desiring that the regiment wtiich had been com* 
manded by that nobleman should be given to 
Mr. Hill, brother to Mrs. Masham, who had 
anpplanted the dutchess of Marlborough in the 
queen*s CriendsUp, and was, in effect, the source 
of this political revolution. The duke repre- 
sent to her majesty, in person, .the pre|udice 
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that would redound to the service from the pro* 
iBOtioa of such a young oificer over the heads of 
m threat maoy brave men, who bad exhibited 

repeated proof» of valour and capacity. He ex- 
postulated with his sovereign on this extraordi- 
nary mark of partial r^ard to the brother of 
Mta. Maftham, which be could not beip cooti* 
dering as a declaration a^inst himself and his 
family, who had so much cause to complain of 
that lady's malice and ingratitude. To this re- 
momtrance the queen ma!de no other repljr^ bat 
that he would cio well to consult hit friends* 
The earl of Godolphin enforced his friend's ar«» 
guments, though without effect; and the duke 
retired in disgust to Windsor* The queen ap* 
peered at council withopt taldng the least notice 
of his absence, which did not fail to alarm the 
whole whig faction. Several noblemen ventured 
to speak to her majesty the subject, and 
explain the bad consequences of disobliging m 
man who had done such eminent services to the 
nation. She told them his services were still 
fresh in her memory ; and that she retained ail 
her ibnner kindness for Us person* Hearing, 
however, that a popular clamour was raised, 
and that the hou^e of commons intended to pass 
iome votes that would be disagreeable to her 
and her new couniellors, she ordered the earl of 
Ck>dolphin to write to the duke, to dispose of 
the regiment as he should think proper, and re- 
turn to town immediately. Before he received 
this itttimation he had sent a letter to the queen ; 
desiring she would permit him to retire from 
business. In answer to this petition, she assured 
him his suspicions were groundless, and insisted 
upon his coming to council. The dutchess de- 
manded an audience of her majesty, on pretence 
of vindicating her own character from some 
aspersions. She hoped to work upon the queen's 

tenderness, and reuieve the influence she had 
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Icwt She protested^ argued, wept, and tuppll. 
'caised ; but the queen was too well pleased with 
her own deliverance from the tyranny of the 
other's friendships to incur such slavery for the 
future. All the famniltation of the dutchesa Mrve4 
aply to render herself the more contemptible* 
The queen heard her without exhibiting the Jeast 
aign ot emotion, and all she would vouchsafe, 
waa a repetition of these words, ^ You desked 

n0 answer, and you shall have none alluding 
to an expression in a letter she had received from 
the dutchess. As an additional mortilicatiiHi t# 
the mmistrjr, the office of lord chamberlain wM 
transferred from the duke of Kent to the duke 
of Shrewsbury, who had lately voted with the 
tones, and maintained an intimacy of eorvmr^ 
pondence with Mr. Hariey. • The interest of the 
duke of Marlborough was not even sufficient to 
prevent the dismission of his own son-in-law, the 
eai:i of Sunderland, from the post of secretanr 
of state, in which he was succeeded by lord 
Dartmouth, 

18. The queen was generally applauded for 
thus asserting her just prerogative, and setting 
herself itte from an aFbitrairy cabal, by which 
ahe had been so long kept in dependence. The 
duke of Beaufort went to court on this occasion^ 
and told her majesty, he was extremely glad that 
he could now salute her queen in resdtty. The' 
whole whig party were justly alarmed at these 
alterations. The directors of the Bank repre- 
sented to her majesty the prejudice that would 
undoubtedly accrue to pubhc credit from a 
change of the ministry. The emperor and the 
states-general interposed in this domestic revo-> 
lution.^ Their ministers at London presented 
ikieinorials, explaining in what manner foreij^ 
affkirs would be influenced by an alteration ia 
the British ministry* The queen assured them, 

whateyw changf^ mi^ be madey the^4ufce 
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of Mirlborottgh thoald be contititted in his em^ 
ploytnmtt. to the month of Auorust the earl of 

Godolphin was divested of his office, and the 
treasury put in commission, subjected to the di- 
teetton of Hariey, appointed chancellor of the 
enhequer and under*treasarer. The earl of 

Rochester was declared president of the council, 
in the mom of lord Somer«: the staff of lord 
steward being taken from the duke of Devon* 
ihirei was p'wtn to the dnke of Buckingham; 
and Mr. Boyle was re^ioved Afom the secr^ 
tary's office, to make way for Mr. Henry St. 
lohn« The lord chancellor having resimed the 
g^at seal, it was first put in commisnon, and 
nflerirtrards ^ven to sir Simon Harcomt. Hie 
ear! of Wharton surrendered his commission 
€if lord lieutenant of Ireland, which the queen 
conferred on the duke of Orniond. The earl of 
Ottwd withdrew himsdf from the board of ad- 
miralty ; and Mr. George Granville was appoint* 
ed secretary of war, in the room of Mr. Robert 
Walpole* The command of the forces in Portu- 
gal was bestowed upon the earl of Portmore: 
the duke of Hamilfon was appdnted lord lien- 
tenant of the county palatine of Lancaster. In 
a word, there was not one whig left in any office 
ef state, eicept the duke of Marlborough, who 
iNTOntd have renounced his command, had not 

he been earnestly dissuaded by his particular 
friends from takmg such a step as might have 
been prejudicial to the interest of the nation. 
That the triumph of the tories might be com- 
plete, the queen dissolved the whig parliament, 
after such precautions were taken as could not 
fail to influence the new dection in favour of 
fhe other party. 

V 19. 'To rhfhi end nothing so efl^ctually contri- 
buted as did the trial of Sacheverel, who was 
used as an instrument and tool to wind and turn 
the pasolons of the vulgar^ Haviiig been p«e^ 
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•entcd to a benefice in Nojih Wales, he wem in 
procetsioii to tliat country, with all the pompmA 
magnificeiice of a tovereign prince. He wai 

sumptuously entertained by the university of 
Oxford^ ana diffierent noblemen, who, while thcTf 
worihipped him as the idol of their factioQi 
could not help despising the object of their 

adoration. He was received in several towns by 
the magisuratea of the corporation in their for^ 
maUtietfand often attended by a body of a thw* 
sand horse. At Bridg^enorth he was met bv Mr. 
Creswell, at the head of four thousand horse^ 
and the like number of persons on foot^ w^aiintf 
white knou edged with gold, and three leaves ol 
gilt laurel in their hats. The hedges were for 
two nuies dressed with garlands of flowers, 
and lined with people ; and the steeples cov^rad 
with streamerft flags, and colours* Nothing was 
heard but the cry of The church and Dr. Sa- 
cheverei.** The clergy were actuated by a 
spirit of enthuiiasm, which seemed to spread 
Uke a contagion through all ranfce and degreei 
of people, and had such effect upon the elections 
for the new parliament, that very few were 
mumed as members but such as had disUo* 
gnifhfd themselves by their i^seal against the 

v^ig administration. Now the queen had the 
pleMure to see all the offices of aute, the heii* 
tenancy of London, the managemeot of coi^ 
porations, and the direction of both houses of 
parliament in the hands of the tories. Whea 
these met on the twenty^fifth day of Nov^mber^ 
Mr* Bmnley waa chosen speaker without oppo* 
sition. The queen, in her speech, recommended 
the prosecution of the war with vigour, espe- 
cially in Spain* She declared herself resolved to 
sopfKNt tl^ church of Engluid 9 to. preserve the 

British constitution according to the union; to 
fT^Aifit^jp the indulgence by law allowed to scru- 

pflj^fHf eowcisMea^ ^aj^id 4^ empl^ none .but 
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n\}ch as were heartily attached to the protestant 
tiicceasioD in the house of Hanover, The lorde, 
in their addfets, promiaed to concur in all rea^* 
aonable measures towards procuring an honour- 
able peace. The commons were more warm and 
hearty in their assurances, eihortiog her xnaj^ty 
ID tfiscountenanee all auch prmcipto and meaaoret 
had lately threatened her rojral crown and dig- 
nity; measures, which whenever they might pre*- 
Tail, would prove fatal to the whole constitution 
both in church and state After tins dedaratioii 
they proceeded to conrtder the ^tfimates, and 
cheerfully granted the supplies for the ensuing 

I ear, part of which was raised by two lotteries, 
a the house of peers, the earl o£ Scarborough 
moved that the thanks of the house should be 
. returned to the duke of Marlborough ; but the 
duke of Argyle made some objections to the mo- 
tion^ and the generai^s friends, dreading the 
oonsequenee of putting the question, postpmied 
the consideration of this proposal until the duke 
should return from the continent. The earl of 
Peterborough was appointed ambassador extra- 
ordinary to the Imperial court : the earl of Ri^ 
vers was sent in the same quality to Hunovers 
Mr. Richard Hill was nominated envoy extra- 
ordinary to the United Provinces, as well as to 
the council of state appointed for the govern^ 
ment of the Spanish Nethet4aods, in the room 

of lieutenant-general Cadogan. Meredith, Ma- 
cartney, and Honeywood, were deprived of 
their regiments^ because in their cups they had 
drank concision to the enemies of the duke of 
Marlborough. 

20. This nobleman arrived in England towards 
the latter end of December. He conferred about 
balfMbour in private vritb. the qoeen^ and aexc 
luornhig assisted at a committee of the prrvyb 
«MniciL Her majesty gave him to understand, 

that he nee^ed^not to expect the thanks o£ ilie 
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Earliament as formerly ; and told him she hoped 
e would five well with her ministers* He ex- 
pressed no resratment at the alterations which 

had been made ; but resolved to acquiesce in the 
queen's pleasure, and retain the command oi the 
army cm her own terms* On the second day of 
Jaanary , the queen sent a messa ge to both housea^ 

intimatmg that there had been an action in Spain 
ta the disadvantage of kii^ Charles: that the 
damage having fdlen particularly on the £ng- 
Mflh forces, she had given direcdons for sendinff' 
and procuring troops to repair the loss, and 
hoped the parliament would approve her coo» 
4n€t. Both houses seised tUs oppoftmaity of 
v i antfa^ their spleen againrt the oid ministry.- 
The history of England is disgraced by the vio- 
lent conduct of two turbulent factions, which, 
in their tinm, engrossed the ^udmimstralBOii, amd 
legislative power, 'the parliamentary strain was 
quite altered. One can hardly conceive how 
resoitttions so widely diffiefent could ba taken 
llie aame^ibject. With any shadow of reason and 
decorum. Marlborough, who but a few months 
before had been so highly extolled and caressed 
by the representatives of the people, was now 
bteome tna obiect of parii«nentary hatred and 

censure, though no sensible alteration had hap* 
pened in his conduct or success. That hero, 
wha had retrieved the glory of- the British armsy 
won so many battles, subdued such a number <^ 
towns and districts, humbled the pride and 
checked the ambition of France, secured the 
liberty oi Europe, and, as it 'weret chained vic«- 
tory to his chariot wheels, was in a few weeks 
dwindled into an object of contempt and derision. 
He was ridiculed in public libels, and reviled in 
primta c on vw sa tion. Instances ware evary 
wAen repeated of Ids fraud, amrioe, and ex^* 
tortion ; his insolence, cruelty, ambition, and 
miicottdttcti^ Jtmai his courage was called 
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question j and this consummate general was re* 
presented as ihe lowest of mankind. So unstable 
IS the popularity* of every character that fluctUji^ 
ales beiweea two opposite lides of factioiu 
^ 81. The lords, ia their atiswer to the queenV 
message, declared, that as the misforiune ia 
$pata might have been occasioned by i»ooie pre* 
ceding nusmaugemeat, they woiila use their 
utmost endeavours to discover it, so as to pre» 
vent the like for the future. They set on loot 
an enquiry concerning the affairs ol Spain ; and 
the earl of Peterborough being exanwed befom 
tbe commirmfii^ imputed aU the miscarriages in 
the course of that war to the earl of Galway and 
general Stanhope. Notwithstanding the defence 
of OalsMy^ which w»seUar and convincing^ the 
house reselneiii thift the earl oi Peterborough 
had given a faithful and honourable account of 
the councils of war in Valencia : that the earl of 
Gadwskyy lord Tyrwwiey^ and: fener^i^ Stanliope^ 
io advising an offimsive war., had been the uiii* 
happy occasion of the battle at Almanza, the 
source of our misfortunes in Spain, and one 
great cause of the disappointment of the eiipedif* 
lioa IO ToiitoiH concected with her mi^estfiSi 
They voted, that the prosecutioa o£ an ofiensive 
war in Spain was approved and directed by the 
Qsinistersiy who were, therefore^ justly blameablei 
as faaviftg contriibuted to ait cmr imsioxtuiles is 
Spsini and to the disappointment of the expedU* 
tion against Toulon: that the earl of Peter* 
borough, during his command in Spain^ had 
performed many great and esQiaent eenricesj 
and, and if his opinion had been followed, it 
might have prevented the misfortunes that en« 
sued. Then the duke of Buckingham moved^ 
that the thanks of.^he house ahottld fan given to 
the eari» for his Mmatkabie • and eminent ser« 
♦lees ; and* these he actually received from the 
noutb of the lotd-keeper HaKOttrt;..who took 
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this opportunity to drop some oblique reflections 
upon the mercenary disposition of the duke of 
Marlborough* The house, proceeding^ in the 
inquiry, passed another vote, importing, that 
' the late ministry had been negligent in manag- 
ing the Spanish war, to the great prejudice of 
the nation, finding that the Portuguese troops 
were posted on the right of the English at the 
battle of Almanza, they resolved, that the earl 
of Galway^ in yielding this point, had acted coo* 
trary to the honour of the imperial crown of 
Great Britain. These resolutions they included 
in an address to the queen, who had been pre- 
aent during the debates, which were extremely 
violent ; ai^ to ^^^T separate vote was attached 
a severe protest, liiese were not the proceed- 
ings of candour and national justice, but the 
ebullitions of party zeal and rancorous ani« 
uosity. 

SS. While the lords were employed in this en* 

quiry, the commons examined certain abuses 
which had crept into the management of the 
navy $ and some censures were passed upon cer- 
tain persons ooncemed in ctmtracts for victual- 
ling the seamen. The inhabitants of St. Olave's 
and other parishes presented a petition, com- 
plaining that a great number of Palatines, inha* 
Diting one house^ might produce among them a 
contagious disteitiper; and in time become a 
charge to the public, as they were destitute of 
all visible means of subsistence. This petition 
had been pr<icured by the toriesi that the house 
of commons might have another handle for at« 
tacking the late ministry. A committee was ap- 
pointed to enquire upon what invitation or 
encouragement those Palatines had come to 
England. The papers relating to this affadr be- 
ing laid before them by the queen's order, and 
perused, the hoube resolved, that the inviting 

and bringing over-she poor Pah^es of all reli* 
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gioDS, at the public expence, was an extravag^ant 
and unreasonable charppe to the kingdom, asul a 
scandalous nusapplicatton of the {M&lic laoiieT^ 
tending to the increase and oppression of the 
poor, and of dangerous consequence to the con- 
stitution in church and*state ; and, that whoever 
advised their being brought over was an enemy 
to the queen and kingdom. Animated hj the 
heat of this enquiry, they passed the bill to re* 
peal the act for a general naturalization of all 
protescants; but this was refected in the house 
of lords. Anodic bill was enacted into a law, 
nnporting, that no person should be deemed 
qualified for representing a county in parliament, 
unless he possessed an estate of six hundred 
pounds a year ; and restricting the qualification 
of burgess to half that sum« The design of this 
bill was to exclude trading people from the 
house of commons, and to lodge the legislative 
power with the lamUholders* A third act pm- 
ed, permitdng the importation of French wine 
in neutral bottoms: a bill against which the 
wbigs loudly exclaimed, as a national evil, and a 
scandalous compliment to the enemy. 

S3* A violent party in the house of c om mons 
began to look upon Hariey as a lukewarm tory, 
because he would not enter precipitately into 
all their factious measures ; they even began to 
suspect his principles, when his credit was re* 
established by a very singular accident. Guis* 
card, the French partisan, of whom mention 
hath already been made, thcm^ht himself very 
ill rewarded for his services, with a precarious 
pension of four hundred pounds, which he en- 
joyed from the queen's bounty. He had been 
renounced by St. John, the former companion of 
his pleasures: he had in endeavoured to 
obtain an audience of the queen, with a view to 
demand more considerable appointments, Har* 
i«y was his enemy, and ali access to her majesty 
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was deniecL Enmged at these disappointmeiittp 
«]ie aftraipted to make his peace with the court 
of France, and offered his services, in h letter to 
one Moreau, a banker, in Parts. This packet, 
which he endeavoured to transmit by the way 
of Portugal, was intercepted, and a warrant 

issued out to apprehend him for hig-h-t reason. 
When the messenger disarmed him in St. James's 
Fark, he exhibited marks of j^ty confusion 
and despair^ and begged that he would kit} him 
directly. Being conveyed to the Cockpit, in a 
sort of phrenzy, he perceived a penlcjiife lying 
vipoa a table, and took it up without beioj^ 
perceived by the attendants. A committee of 
council was immediately summoned, and Guis* 
card brought before them to be examined. Find- 
ing that his correspondence with Moreau was 
discovered, he desired to speak in private with 
secretary St. John, 4^hom, m all probability, he 
had resolved to assassinate. His request being 
refused, he said, That*s bard t not one word 1 
St. John being out of his reach, he stepped up 
to Mr. Harley, atid exclaiming, ^ Have at thee, 
then !" stabbed him in the breast witli the 
penknife which he had concealed. The instru- 
ment brcdce upon the bone, without penetrating 
into the cavity: nevertheless, he repeated the 
blow with such force, that the chancellor of 
the exchequer fell to the ground* Secretary St# 
John, seeing him fail| cried out, The villain 
^ has killed Mr. Harley V* and drew his sword* 
Several other members followed his example, 
and wounded Guiscard in several places. Yet 
he made a desperate defence, until he was over* 
powered bv the messengers and servants, and 
eonveyed n-om the council-chamber, which he 
had filled with terror, tumult, and confusion. 
His wounds, though dangerous, were not mor- 
tal ; but he died of a gangrene occasioned by 

the bfiiiseste hftd sustained. This attempt upon 
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Ihe life of Harley^ by a person who wanted to 
eitiAlifth a tfaitorous tt>rre8poiideoce with France,' 

extinguished the suspictoDs of those who began 
to doubt that minister's integrity. The two 
boiues of parliament, in an addr^s to the queen, 
declared their lieUef, that Mr. Harley's fideiity 
to her majesty, and zeal for her service, had 
drawn upon him the hatred of all the abettora of 
popery and faction. They besought her majesty 
t0 uke all possible care of her sacred person ; 
and, for that purpose, to give directions for 
causing papists to be removed from the cities of 
JLondon and Westminster. A proclamation was 
published, ordering the laws to be strictly put 
m execution against papists. When Hariey ap- 
peared in the house of commons after his re- 
eovery, he was con^atulated upon it by the 
speaker, in a florid and fulsome premidttated 
speech. An act was passed^ decreeing, that an 
attempt upon the life of a privy*counseUor 
should be felony without benefit of oergy. The 
earl of Rochester dying, Harley became solo 
minister, was created baron of Wigmore, and 
nosed to the rank of earl, by the noble and 
ancient title of Oxford and Mortimer : to crown 
his prosperity, he was appointed iorditteasurer^ 
and vested with the supreme administration of 
alQbirs. 

24. The commons empowered certain persons' 

to examine all the grants made by king William, 
and report the value of them, as well as the con« 
siderations upon which they were made. Upoa 
their repoct a bill was formed and passed that 
house; but the lords rejected it at the first read^ 
ing. Their next step was to examine the public 
accounts, with a view to fix an imputation on 
the earl of Oodolphin. They voted, that above 
fiv^ond^thirty millions of the money granted by 
parfaament remained unaccounted for. This sum, 
Mwever^ ^ocluded sfime accoimts an the reigMk 
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frf king Charles and king William. One half of 
she whole was chained to Mr. Bridges, the paj« 
master, who had actually accounted lor all the 
money he had received^ except about three mil« 
luMs, tfaiOiigh these accounts had not passed 
through the auditor's office. The commons af- 
terwards proceeded to enquire into the debts of 
the navy, that exceeded five miUionS| which, with 
many other debts, W€re thrown mto one stodc^ 
amounting to nine millions four hundred and 
seventy-one thousand three hundred and twea- 
tf'^&ve pounds. A fund was formed for paying 
fln interest or annuity ot dx per cent, nntii the 
principal should be discharged; and with this 
was granted a monopoly of a projected trade in 
the South Sea, vested in the proprietors of na^ 
Ty^bills, debentures, and other public securities, 

which were incorporated for this purpose. Such 
was the origin of the South Sea Company, found- 
ed upon a chimerical supposition, that the English 
would be permitted to trade upon the coast of 
Peru in the West Indies. Perhaps, the new 
ministry hoped to obtain this permission, as an 
equivalent for their abandoning the interest of 
king Charles, with respect to his pretennmie 
upon Spain. By this time the emperor Joseph 
bad died of the smaii^pox without male issue; so 
that his brother's immediate aim was to succeed 
htm on the imperial throne* This event was, on 
the twentieth day of April, communicate by a 
message from the queen to both houses* She 
told them, that the states>^eneral had concurred 
with her in a resolution to support the house 
of Austria; and that they had already taken 
such measures as would secure the election of 
Charles as head of the empire. 

S6. The house of commons, in order to demon- 
strate their attachment to the church, in con- 
ac^uence of an address from the lower house of 
«Mlvocalion| and' a q m cke n i ng message from 
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the qoeeop pasted a bill for buildiDg fifty new 
churches in the suburbs of London and West- 

minnrcr, and ci ppropriated for this purpose the 
duty upon coals, which had been granted for the 
building of St, Paul's, now finished. This impo^ 
tttion was continued until it should raise the sum 
of three hundred and fifty thousand pounds. At 
the close of the sejssioii, the commons presented 
a remonstrance or representation to tbequeeii« 
in which they told her« that they had not only 
ndsed the necessary supplies, but also discharged 
the heavy debts of which the nation had so long 
and justly complained. They said, that, in trac« 
ing the causes of 'this debt, they had discovered 
fi^tfd, embessslement, and misapplication of the 
public money : that they who of late years had 
the management of the treasury were guilty of 
notorious breach of trust and injustice to the 
nation, in allowing above thirty miliionr to re- 
main unaccounted for; a purposed omission that 
looked Hke a design to conceal cmbezziements. 
They begged her majesty would give immediate 
directions for compelling the several impr^t ae» 
countants speedily to pass their accounts. They 
expressed tlieir hope, that such of the account* 
ants as had neglected their duty in prosecutinc^ 
their accounts, ought no longer to be entrusted 
with the public money. They affirmed, that from 
all these evil practices and wor^ designs of some 
persons, who had, by false professions of love to 
their country, insinuated themselves into her 
royal favour, irreparable mischief would have 
accrued to the public, had not her majesty, in 
her great wisdom, seasonably discovered the 
fatal tendency of such measures, and removed 
from the administration those who had so ill 
answered her majesty^s favourable opinion, and 
m so many instances grossly abused the trust re- 
posed in them. They observed, that her people 

Mttid mth greater patience have toAmd tht 
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manifold injuries done to themselves, hj the 
frauds aod depredations of such evil miotsters, 
had not the same men |>roceeded to treat her 

•acred person with undutifuiiiess and disregard, 
* This representation being circulated through the 
kingdom,^ produced the desired effect of mflaiiH 
ing the minds of the people against the late mi- 
nistrv^* Such expedients were become necessary 
for the execution of Oxford s project, which was 
to put a speedy end to a war that had already 
subjected the people to grievous oppression, and 
even accumulated heavy burdens to be transmit* 
ted to theif posterity. The nation was inspired 
by extravagant ideas of glory and conquest, 
even to a rage of war-maldng ^ so that the new 
ministers, m order to dispel those dan^^erous 
chimeras, were obliged to take measures for ex- 
citing their indignation and contempt against 
those persons whom they had formerly idolised 
as their heroes and patriots. On the twelfth day 
of June, the Queen,having given the royal assent 
to several pnoiic and private bills, made an af- 
fectionate speech to both houses* She thanked 
the commons, in the warmest expressions, for 
having complied with all her desires ; for having 
baffled the expectatioiis of her enemies in finding 
supplies for tne service of the ensuing year ; in 
having granted greater sums than were ever 
|riven to any prince in one session ; and in hav- 
ing settled funds for the payment of the public 
debts, so that the credit of the nation was re- 
stored. She expressed her earnest concern for 
the succession of the house of Hanover; and 
ber fixed resolution to support and encourage 

the church of England as by law established* 
Then the parliament y/SLS prorogued. 

26. Of the convocation which was assembled 
with the new parliame^, the lower house chose 
Dr. Atterbury their prolocutor. He was an enp 
terpri&ing ecclesiastic^ pf extensive learning, acute 
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talents, violently attached to tory principles, and 
ijitimately connected with the prime minister, 
Oxford ; so that he directed all the proceedings 
in the lower boute of convocatimi^ in cooceft 
with that minister. The queen, in a letter to the 
archbishop, signifiediher hope, that the consul- 
tations ctf the clergy might be of use to repress 
the attempts of loose and profane persons. She 

sent a licence under the broad seal, empowering 
them to sit and do business in as ample a manner 
as ever had bera granted since the reformation* 
They were ordered to lay before the qneen an 
account of the excessive growth of infidelity and 
heresy, as well as of other abuses, that necessary 
measures might be taken for a reformation. The 
bishops were purposely lighted and overlooked, 
because they had lived in harmony with the late 
ministers. A committee being appointed to draw 
up a representation of the present state of the 
church and religion, Atterbury undertook the 
task, amd compo^ a remonstrance that contain- 
ed the most keen and severe strictures upon the 
administration^ as it had been exercised since the 
time of the revolution* Another was penned 
by the bishops in more moderate l^rms; and 
several regulations were made, but in none of 
these did the two houses agree. They concur- 
red, however, in censuring some tenets favouring 
Arianism, broached and supported by Mr. Wins- 
ton, mathematical professor in CamDridge. He 
had been expelled the university, and wrote a 
vindication of himself, dedicatea to the convo- 
cation. The archbishop doubted whether thiMS* 
sembly ccmld proceed against a man for heresy: 
the judges were consulted, and the majority of 
them gave in their opinion, that the convocation 
had a jurisdiction, four of them professed the 
ccmtraiy sentiment, which they maintained from 
the statutes made at the reformation. The queen, 
m a letter to the bishops, said that as there was 
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now no doubt of their jurisdictioD, she expected 
they would proceed in the matter before them* 
- Fresh scruples mmg^ they determiiied to exa^ 
mine the book, without proceeding against the 
author, and this was censured according-ly. An 
extract of the sentence was sent to the queen ; 
but she did not signify her pleasure on this rab* 
ject, and the affair remained in suspense. Whis« 
ton published a work in four volumes, justifying 
his doctrine, and maintaining that the apostoli- 
cal constitutions were not only canonical, but 
also preferable in point of authority to the epia* 
ties and the gospels. 

27« The new ministry had not yet determined 
to supersede the duke of Marlborough in the 
command of the army. This was a step which 

could not be taken without giving umbrage to 
the Dutch and other allies. He therefore set out 
for Holland in the month of February, after the 
queen had assured him, that he might depend 
upon the punctual payment of the forces. Hav- 
ing conferred with the deputies of the Stales 
about the operations of the campaign^ he, about 
the middle of April, assembled the army at Of^ 
ehies, between Lisle and Douay ; while mares- 
ehal de Villars drew together the French troops 
in the neighbourhood of Cambray and Arras. 
XjOuis had by this time depopulated as well M 
impoverished his kingdom ; yet his subjects still 
flocked to his standard with surprising spirit and 
attachment. Under the pressure of extreme 
misery they uttered not one complaint of the^r 
sovereign; but imputed all their calamities tb 
the pride and obstinacy of the allies. Exclusive 
of all the other impositions that were laid upon 
that people, they consented to pay the tenth 
penny of their whole substance; but all their 
efforts of loyalty a^id afiection to their prince 
would have oeen ineffectual, had not the mer- 
chants Of the kingdomi by the permianon of f hip 
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lip, undertaken repeated ▼oyagcs to the Sooib 
Sea, from whence they brought home immense 
treMure^ ; while (he aliies took no step for in- 
tercepting these Buppliet, though nothing could 
have been more easy for the English than to 
deprive the enemy of this great resource, and 
convert it to their own advantage. Had a squa« 
dnm of ahipi been annually employed for this 

Eurpose, the subjeets of Franee and Spain must 
ave been hterally starved, and Louis obliged to 
aubmit to such terms as the confederates might 
have thought proper to impose. Villars had 
found means to assemble a very numerous^ ar* 
my, with which he encamped behind the river 
Sanset, in such an advantageous post as could 
not be attacked with any prospect of success. 
Meanwhile the duke of Marlborough passed the 
Scarpe, and formed his camp between Douaj 
and Bouchain, where he was joined by prince 
£ugeoe on the twenty-third day of May. This 
general^ however, did not long remain in the 
Netherlaofdi. Understanding that detachmentt 
had been made from the army of Villars to the 
Khiae, and that the elector of Bavaria intended 
CO act in the empire* the prince, by order from 
the court of Vienna, marched towards the Upper . 
Rhine with the Imperial and Palatine troops, to 
secure Germany. The duke of Marlborough re- 

Eassing the Scarpe, encamped in the plains of 
.ens, from whmce he advanced towards Aire, 
as if he had intended to attack the French lines 
in that quarter. These lines be^nning at Buu- 
chain on the Scheldt, were contmued along the 
Sanset and the Scarpe to Arras, and thence along 
the Upper Scarpe to Canch&. They were de» 
fended by redoubts and other works, in such a 
manner, that Villars judged they were impreg- 
nable, and called them the Ne flm tdtrd of MarU 
borough. 

,88* This nobleman edvaacing wttbia two 
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leagues of the French lines, ordered a great num* 
tier of fascines to be made, deciarisig be would 
attack tbem the next morning; so that Villaii 

drew all his forces on that side, in full expecta- 
tions of an engagement. The duke, on the sup^ 
position that the passage of the Sanset by Arleus 
would be left unguarded, had ordered the gene* 
rals Cadogan and Hompesch to assemble twenty 
battalions and seventeen squadrons from Douay 
and the neighbouring garrisons, to march to Afw 
leux, where they should endeavour to pass the 
Sans€t« Brigadier Sutton was detached with the 
artiilery and pontoons, to lay bridges over the 
canal near Goulezen, and over the Scarpe at 
Vitry, while the duke, with the whole confede- 
rate army, began his march for the same place 
about nine in the evening. He proceeded with 
Bilch expedition^ that by five in the morning "he 
passed the river at Vitry. There he received in- 
telligence, that Hompesch had taken possession 
of the passes on the Sanset smd Scheldt without 
oppottpon, the enemy having withdrawn their 
detachments from that side, just as he had ima* 
gincd. He himself, with his vanguard of fifty 
squadrons, hastened his march towards Arleux, 
and before eiglit of the clock arrived at Baca^ 
Bachuel, where in two hours he was joined by 
the heads of the columns into which he had di- 
vide4.his inCantry* Viilars being certified of iiii 
intention, about two in the morning, decamped 
with his whole army, and putting himself at the 
head of the king's liousehold troops, marched 
all night with such expedition, that about eleven 
in the forenoon he was in sif^t of the duke of 
Marlborough, who had by this time joined count 
Hompesch, The French general immediately re- 
treated to the main body of his army, which had 
advanced to the high road between Arrat him} 
Canibrav, while the allies encamped upon, llm 
Scheldt, bexw^ Oiw and £sti:uu, after a mixtdx 

Vqu n. o 
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of ten leagues without halting, scarce to be 
paralleled in history. Bf this plan, so happily 
executed, the duke of Marlborough fairly out- 
witted Vi liars, and, without the loss of one man, 
entered the lines which he bad pronounced im* 
pregnable. This stroke of the English general 
was extolled as a master-piece of military skill, 
"livhile Viilars was exposed to the ridicule even of 
his own officers* The field-deputies of the states^ 
general proposed that he should give battle to 
the enemy, who passed the Scheldt at Creve- 
coBur, in order to cover Boucfaain; but the duke 
would not hazard an engagement, considering 
how much the army was fatigued by the long 
march ; and that any misfortune, while they con- 
tinued within the French lines, might be fatal. 
Hi» intention was to besiege Boucfaain ; an en* 
ter prise that was deemed impracticable, ina»* 
much as the place was situated in a morass, 
Wrongly fortified, and defended by a numerous 
garrisofi, in the neighbourhood of an army supe^ 
rior in number to that of the allies. NotwHh* 
standing these disadvantages, and the dissuasions 
of his own friends, he resolved to undertake the 
aiege $ and, in the mean time, dispatched brig»* 
dier Sutton to England, with an account of his 
having passed the French lines; which was not 
at all agreeable to his enemies. They had prog- 
nostieated that nothing would be done during 
this campaign, and began to insinuate that the 
duke could strike no stroke of importance with- 
out the assistance of prince £ugene. They now 
endeavoured to lessen the gflorj of his success; 
Bhd even taxed him with navmg removed his 
camp from a convenient situation to a place 
where the troops were in danger of starving. 
Nothing could be more provoking than this 
scandalous malevolence to a great man who had 
^lone so much honour to his country, and was 
«^ actually exposing his life in her service* 
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29. On the tenth day of August Botrchain was 
invested, and the duke of Marlborough exerted 
himself to the utmost extent of his vigilance and 
capacity, well knowing the difficulties of the uq« 
dertaking^, and how much his reputation would 
depend upon his success. Villars had taken every 
precaution that his skill and experience could 
suggest, to baffle the endeavours of the Engtish 
general. He had reinforced the garrison to the 
number of six thousand chosen men, commanded 
by ofhcers of known courage and alnlity. He 
made some eflforts to raise the siege ; but they 
were rendered ineffectual by the consummate 
prudence and activity of the duke of Marlbo- 
rough. Then he laid a scheme for surprising 
Dooay, which likewise miscarried. If we con- 
sider that the English general, in the execution 
t)f his plan, was obliged to form lines, erect re- 
grular forts, raise batteries^ throw bridges over a 
river, make a causeway through a deep morass^ 
provide for the security of convoys against a nu- 
merous army on one side, and the garrisons of 
Conde and Valenciennes on the other, we must 
aUow this was the boldest enterprise of the whole 
war : that it required all the fortitude, skill, and 
resolution of a great general, and all the valour 
and intrepidity of the confederate troops, who 
bad scarce ever exhibited such amazing proofs 
of courage upon any other occasion as they now 
displayed at the siege of Bouchain. In twenty 
days after the trenches were opened, the garrison 
were obliged to surrender themselves prisoners 
of war; and this conquest was the last military 
exploit performed by the duke of Marlborough: 
the breaches of Bouchain were no sooner repair* 
ed than the opposite armies began to separate9 
and the allied forces were quartered in the fron- 
tier towns, that they might be at hand to take 
die field early in the spring. They were now in 
poisessioii of the Maese, aimott as far as the 
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Sambrej of the Scheldt from Tonniay ; of 

the Lys as far as it is navigable. They had re* 
duced Spanish Guelderland, Limhur^, Brabant, 
Flanders, aod the greatest part of Hainault : they 
were matters of die Scarpe; and, by the con- 
quest of Bouchain, they had opened to them* 
selves a way into the very bowels of France. 
AU these acquisitions were owing to the Taious 
and conduct of the duke of Marlborough, who 
now returned to the Hague, and arrived in £ng^ 
land about the middle of November. 

SO* The queen had conferred the command of 
ber forces in Spain up<m the duke of Ar|rylc^ 
who was recalled from the service in Flanders 
for that purpose. He had long been at variance 
' with the duke of Marlborough; a circumstance 
which reconumended him the more strongly fo 
the ministry. He landed at Barcelona on the 
twenty-ninth of May, and found the British 
troops in the utmost aistre^ for want of subststi* 
ence« The treasurer had promised to supply 

him liberally; the commons had granted one 
million five hundred thousand pounds for that 
service. All their hopes of success were fixed 
on the campaign in that kingdom i and indeed 
the army commanded by the duke de Vendome 
was in such a wretched condition, that if Starem- 
berg had been properlv supported by the alhes, 
be might have obtaineo signal advantages. The 
duke of Argyle, having waited in vain for the 
promised remittances, was obliged to borrow 
mdney on his own credit, before the British 
troops could take the field. At length, Starem* 
berg advanced tov/ards the enemy, who attacked 
him at the pass of Prato del Rey, where they 
were repulsed with considerable damage. Aim 
this action the duke of Argvle was seiMd with a 
^olent fever, and conveyea back to Barcelona* 
vendome invested the castle of Cardona, whidi 

was vigorously defended tiU the end oC Decern^ 
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ber, when a detachmem being sent to the relief 
of the place, defeated the besiegers, killed two 

thousand on the spot, and took all their artillery, 
ammunition, and baggage* Staremberg was un- 
able CO follow the blow: the duke of Argyle 
wrote pressing letters to the ministry, and loudly 
eomplained that he was altogether unsuppK)rted ; 
but all his remonstrances were ineffectual: no 
remittances arrived ; and he returned to England 
^tbout having been able to attempt asv thing 
of importance. In September, king Charles, 
leaving his queen at Barcelona, set sail for Italy, 
god at Milan bad an interview with the duke of 
Savoy, where all disputes were comprcmiised. 
iThat prince had forced his way into Savoy, and 
penetrated as far as the Rhine ; but he suddenly 
halted in the middle of his career, and after a 
abort campaign repassed the monntafiis. Prince 
Eugene, at the head of the German forces, pro- 
tected the electors at Frankfort from the designs 
of the enemy, and Charles was' unanimously 
chosen emperor; the electors of Cologn and Ba- 
varia having" been excluded from voting, because 
they ky under the ban of the empire. The war 
betweeift the Ottomaii Poltfe and the Muscovites 
was of short duration. The czar advanced so 
far into Moldavia, that he was cut off from all 
euf^lies, and altogether in the power of his ene- 
my. In this emergency, he'fbuiid means to cor* 
rupt the grand vizir in private, while in public 
he proposed articles of peace that were accepted. 
The king of Sweden, who was in the Turkish 
army, char^ the ▼fasiir ^ith treadiery, and that 

minister was actually disgraced. The g^and 
signior threatened to renew the war; but he was 
lappeaaed fay the cxar's surrendering Asoph. 
SI. The Bftglish ministry had conceived great 

expectations from an expedition against Quebec 
and Placentia, in North America, planned by 

Mtoael MkhiEilsoa, wlia had takeA pos^ssioa of 
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Nova Scotia, and garrisoned Porte Royal, to 
which he gave the name of Anapolis. He had 
brought four Indian chief* to £ngland, and re- 
presented the adyantages that would redound to 
the nation in point of commerce, should the 
French be expelled from North America. The 
ministers relished the proposal A body of five 
thousand men was embarked in transpoifts^ under 
the command of brigadier Hill, brother to Mrt» 
Masham ; and they sailed from Plymouth in the 
beginning of I^y^ with a strong squadron of 
ships commanded i>y sir Hovenden Walker. At 
Boston in New England, they were joined by 
two regiments of PrQviuciaU ; and about four 
thousand men, consisting of American planters^ 
Palatines^ and Indians, rendesvoused at Aibanv, 
in order to march by land into Canada, while 
the fleet sailed up the river of that name. On 
the twenty-first day of August, they were ex- 
posed to a violent storm, and driven among 
rocks, where eifrht transports perished, with 
about eight hundred men. The admiral imme- 
diately sailed back to Spanish-river bay, where 
it was determined, in a council of war, that as 
the fleet and forces were victualled for ten weeks 
only, and they could not depend upon a supply 
of provisions from New England, they should re« 
turn home, without making any further attempt. 
Such was the issue of this paltry expedition, en* 
trusted to the direction of an officer without ta- 
lents and experience. 

. 32. In the Irish parliament held during the 
summer, the duke of Ormond and the majority 
of the peers supported the tory interest, white 
the commons expressed the warmest attachment 
to revolution principles. The two houses made 
strenuous representations, and passed severe re* 
solutions against each iHher. After the sessions 
w Constantine Phipps, the chancdior, and gfp 
i^eral Ingoldsby, were appointed justices in die 
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absence of the duke of Ormond, who returned 
to England in the month of November. In iico(« 
land the jacobitts made no scruple of professing 
tbeir principles and attachments to the pre» 

tender. The dutchess of Gordon presented the 
iacuhy of advocates with a silver medal, repre* 
leiuiag the chevalier de St. George ; and on the 
reverse the British islands, with the motto iMv 
^ dituy After some debate, it was voted, by a 
majority of sixty-three voices against twelve, 
that the dutchess should be thanked for tliis 
token of her regard. This ta^k was performed 
by Dundass of Arnistoun, who thanked her 
grace for having presented them with a medal of 
their sovereign lord the king; hoping, and Ueing 
confident, that her grace would very soon have 
an opportunity to compliment the faculty with a 
second medal, struck upon the restoration of the 
king and royal family, upon the fiiii"^hiug rcb^l- 
iion, usurping tyranny, and whi^gery. An aCT 
count of this transaction being laid before the 
queen, the lord-ndvocate was ordered to enquire 
into the particulars. Then the faculty were so 
intimidated, that they disowned Dundass, and 
Home his accomplice* They preiende^ that the 
affair of the medal had been transacted by a 
party at an occasional meeting, and not by gene- 
ral consent; and by a solemn act they declaied 
their attachment to the queen and the prote^ani 
succession. The court was satisfied with thie 
atonement ; but the resident from Hanover hav- 
ing presented a memorial to the queen desit tag 
that Dundass and his associates might be pro!>e«t 
cutjed,. the government removed sir David DaU 
rymple from his office of lord-advocate, on pre^ 
tence of his having been too remiss in pro e- 
cMi^g those delinquentsi^ and no i^il^ t^^ujucy 



88.t For some time a negotiation for peace^^d 
been <^cxied on between the. court 9|; iirau€^ aixA 
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.the new ministers, who had a double aim in this 
measure j namely, to mortiff the whigs and the 
ItaMeht whom their deeetted, and m free their 
comry from a rottiioiis war, which had alt the 
appearance of becoming habitual to the constitu^ 
tion. They foresaw the risk they would run by 
ifofeiMg into ioeh measure&i ihoiild ewr the op^ 
pOMte faerion regain the a»cendbncy ! ^et knew 
the whigs would employ all their art and influ- 
ence, which was very powerful, in obstructing 
tlie peace, and in raising a popular clamour 
againat the tmty* But their Itiodved for treat- 
hig were such as prompted them to undervalue 
all those difficulties and dangers. They hoped 
to obtain such advantages in point of commerce 
for the subjects of Great Britain, as would sikmce 
Idl detraction. They did not donbt 6f being 
able to maintain the superiority wfafdi they had 
acquired in parliament ; and perhaps some of 
them cherished views m favour the pre* 
tender, whose slleteUBioii to the dffmk would 

have effectually established their dominion over 
the opposite party. The earl of Jersey, who 
acted in concert with Oxford, sent a private 
ftiessage to Ibe eouft, of Ffanee, importing the 
queen s earnest desire of peace, representing the 
impossibility of a private negotiation, as the mi* 
iiistry was obliged to act with the utmost dr- 
CimisiieaSoii, and dteitf ^g that IlMie pro* 
pOie to Dutch a rei^ie#ar of the coUMwces, 
m which case the English plenipotentiaries 
should have such instructibns, that it would be 
iUe tot the stati»^neral to tfrevi^nt the 
ritm of the treaty, Thtii Tn'timatfion was 
delivered by one Gualtier, an obscure priest, 
•who acted as chaplain to count Gallas, the Impe* 
Hal ambassador, and had been emplonved as a spy 
bv the French ministry, since the commeiilbement 
of hostiiitiet^ His eoimexionr inth lord Jersey 
tras by^ means of that nobleman's lady, who pro* 
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fess^d the Roman catholic religion. His message 
was extremely s^eeable to the court o£ Vw^ 
sailles. He returned to Londotiy mth a letter of 
compliment from the marquis de Torcy to the 
earl of Jersey, in which that minister assured 
hini of his maatec's atncere inclkiiitioii for peace^ 
though lie was averse to a renewal of the coii-i 
fereoces with the states-generah Gualtier wrote 
a letter to Versailles, desiring, in the name of the 
English nunistry, that his* most ehriitian majesty 
would comnutmcate to them his proposab for a 
general peace, which they would communicate 
to the states-general, that they might negotiate 
in concert with their allies. A general answeir 
being made to this intimation, Goaltier made a 
second journey to Versailles, and brought over 
a memorial, which was immediately transmitted 
U> Holland. In the mean time^ the pensionary 
endeavoured to renew the conferences in Ho^ 

land. Petkum wrote to the French ministry, 
that if his majesty would resume the negotiation^ 
in concert with the queen of Great Britain^ he 
diould certainly have reason to be satisfied with 
the conduct of the Dutch deputies. This pro- 
posal JLouis declined^ at the desire of the £n|^ 
iish ministers. 

S4w The stales-general having perused the me- 
morial, assured queen Anne that they were ready 
to join with her in contributing to the conclusioo 
of a durable peace ; but they e:^preased a demie 
that the French king would communicate a mom 
particular plan for securing the interest of the 
^allied powers, and for settling the repose of fin- 
rope. Gualtier was once more sent to Versaiile«i 
accompanied by Mr. Prior, who had resided in 
France, as secretary to the embassies of the earls 
of Portland and lersey* This gentleman had 
acquired aome reputation by his poetical talents.; 
was a man of uncommon ability, inwiuating adp» 
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dress, and perfectly devoted to the tory interest. 
He wat empowered to communicate the preiimi* 
nuf itooiaMs at tte Eogliih; to receivm the 
tniwir of the f rendr hsiigf^ aiid denmnd wbe» 
ther or not king* Philip had transmitted a power 
of treating to hiB grandfatlier. He arrived in* 
cogntte at Fotttaiiiebteaa^ and ywNmted tte 
queen's niMidrf ak, im wlmrh die detnaaded a bar* 

Wer for the Dutch in the Netherlands, and ano^ 
ther on the Rhine for ^he empire : a security for 
the Dweh ammtBtet^ and ai gemal aadafiictmi 
fo all her alUet«<« >8fae required ther the etrong 
places taken from the duke of Savoy should be 
restored; and that he-abould possess such towns 
suid distiteiim iulj^ae faad been Mded to inm 
In treaties between aitii aiidiiis allies s that Lrouia 
should acknowledge^^neen Anne and the pro* 
test ant successiooi demoliib'the fortifications oC 
Dunldrk; and agree to a new treaty* af^coin^. 
mercc : that Gibraltar ^nd Port-Mahon should 
be yielded to the crown -of England; that the 
aegn»^rade in America,'at* that time carried oa 
by tbe^i^MMb, should br ceded to ite English^ 
together with some towns om that continent, 
where the slaves might be refreshed. She ex- 
pected security that her subjects trading to Spain 
"riiould enjoy^tt'^adffistiti^er granted: by. that 
crown to the most favoured nation: that she 
should be put in possession of Newfoundland 
and ttedeon's Bay, either by way of restitutioii 
or ec ssh H r; asHl'«hat>*boib<sado]i8'dioiild kXM»- 

tinue to enjoy whatever territories they niight be 
possessed of m North America at the ratification 
.of the treaties^ She likewise insisted upon a so* 
dititv chat dbe crowns of France and Spain 
ehemni never be united on the same head. Her 
majesty no longer insisted upon Philip's being 
expelled from the throne of Spain }jf the mnm 
^ his own grandfather* . She now perceived 
toat the exoroitant power of the house of Aus* 
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fffia imuld be as dangerous to the lilierly of 

£urope, as ever that of the family of Bourboa 
had bec^y in the zenith of its glwy^ She might 
ihaire remembered the excessive power, idie inso* 
lence^ the ambition of Charles V. and Philip IL 

who had enslaved so many countries, and em- 
broiled all £ttr€ipe» She was sincerely desirous 
frf peaee, from.motiT^^.Qf huma^ii^y , an4, conw 
passion to her subjects and fellow-creatures: she 
was eagerly bent upon procuring such advan^ 
tinges to her people, as would enable them to dis* 
chaige she heavy h)ii4 of debt uader which tfaef 
laboured, and recompense them in spme measure 
for the blood and treasure they had so lavishly 
eaqiendedia the. prosecution of the war. These 
wew Afi seiiyivients of a christian princess ; of 
an amiable and pious sovereign, who bore a 
share in the grievances of her subjects, and 
looked upon them with the eyes of n^aternal a£- 
£eetion. « She thought she had the better title to 
insist upon those advantages, as they had been 
already granted to her subjects in a private 
treaty with kins CharJesi» r 
m a6« Am Paioff s powers were limited in such a 
manner that he could not negotiate, Mr. Me- 
nager, deputy from the city of Rouen to the 
board oi trade, accompanied tb« {Lngliih mi* 
aiiter t0 JUmdonirwitb full powers to settle the 
preliminaries of the treaty* On his arrival in 
London, the queen immediately commissioned 
the dake of Shrewsbury, the e^^ls ,of Jersey, 
JDarisnotttby Oifoixl^ and Mr. St. ^obn, to treat 
with him ; and the conferences were immediately 
begun. After long, and various disputes, they 
agreed upon certain ^dUminary articles, which^ 
OA the eighth dayi^ef Octoberi, were signed by 
the French minister, and by the two secretaries 
of state, in consequence of a written order from 
bar majesty. Then Mena^er was privately in- 

imdnnedjotbeigpiMO MWuid^irt ^So}Alim 
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•he was averse to war : that she would exert all 
her power to conclude a speedy peace: that she 
should be glad to live upon g^ood terms with the 
king" of France, to whom she was so nearly allied 
in blood : she expressed her hope that there would 
be a eloser union after the peace between them, 
and between their subjects, cemented by a per- 
fect correspondence and friendship. The carl of 





m 







now sent back to Holland, with orders' to 

municate to the pensionary the proposals of 
peace which France had made; to signify the 
queen's approbation o( them, and propose a 
place where the plenipoteniiaries should asaeoiF- 
ole. The English ministers now eng^aged in an 
intimate correspondence with the court of Ver- 
sailles; and mareschal Tallard being released 
from his confinement at Nottingham, was aW 
lowed to return to his own country oa his pa- 
role. After the departure of Menager, the pre- 
liminaries were communicated to count Gallaa^ 
the emperor's minister, who, in order to inflame 
the minds of the people, caused them to be trans» 
lated, and inserted in one of the daily papers^ 
This step was so much resented by the queeo, 
that she sent a message, desiring he would como 
no more to court; but that he might leave the 
kingdom as soon as he should think proper. He 
took the faint, and retired accordingly ; but the 
queen gave the emperor to understano, that any 
other minister he should appoint would be ad- 
mitted by her without hesitation, 

36. Tfie Stales of Holland^ alarmed at the pre* 
liminaries, sent over Buys, as envoy«extraordi« 

fiary, to intercede with the queen, that she 
would alter her resolutions; but she continued 
steady to her purpose ; and the earl of Strafibrd 
d^anded the immediate^ concnrrenee of ilit 
^***«*» d«slarii^^ in the queen's namci that she 
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would look upon any delay, on their part, as a 
xefusal to complv with her prapositions. Inti- 
midated by tbift declaradon, they agreed to open 
the general conferences at Utrecht on the nm 
day oi January. They granted passports to the 
French ministers; while the queen appointed 
Robinson bishop of Bristol, and the earl of 
Strafford, her plenipotentiaries at the congress* 
Charles, the new emperor, being at Milan when 
he received a copy of the preliminaries, wrote 
circular letters to the electors and the princes of 
the empire, exhorting than to persist in their 
engagements to the grand alliance. He likewise . 
desired the states-general to join councils with 
him in persuading the queen of England to reject 
the prc^posals of France, and prosecute the war ; 
or at least to negotiate on the foundation of the 
first preliminaries, which had been signed by the 
marquis de Torcy. He wrote a letter to the 
same purpose to the queen of Great Britain, who 
recetTed it with the most mortifying indifference* 
No wonder that he should zealously contend for 
the continuance of a war, the expence of which 
she and the Dutch had hitherto almost whoUy 
defrayed. The new preliminaries were severely 
attacked by the whigs, who ridiculed and reviled 
the ministry in word and writing. Pamphlets, 
libels, and lampoons were to-day published by 
one faction, aiid to*morrow answered the 
other. They conuined all the insinuations of 
malice and contempt, all the bitterness of re* 
proach, and all the rancour of recrimination. In 
the midst of this contention the queen dispatched 
the earl of Rivers to Hanover, with an assurance 
to the elector, that his succession to the crown 
should he effectually ascertained in the treaty. 
The earl brought back an answer in writing; 
but, at the same time, his electoral highness or- 
dered baran de Bothmar, his envoy in England, 
to present a memorial to the queen, reprcmoting 
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the pernicious consequences of Philip's remain* 
iDf^ in possession of Spain and the West-Indies. 
This remonstrance the baron published, by wa^ 
of appeal to the people, and the whigs eztbUed it 
with the highest encomiums; but the queen and 
her ministers resented this step, as an officious 
and inflammatory interposition. 

87. The prbposato of peace* nuide' by the 
Frenell king wete disagreeable emu to- some 

individuals of the 'tory party, and certain peers, 
i^ho had hitherto adhered to that interest, 
agreed with the whigt, to make a cemonstiance 
agahM die prelittifasiarj articles The - court 
being apprised of their intention, prorogued the 
parliament till the seventh day of December, in 
expectation of the Scottish peers, who would 
cast the balatice in fktour of the ninistry. In 
her speech , at the opening of the sessicm, she told 
them, that, notwithstanding the arts of those 
who delighted in war, the place and time were 
appcdnted for a cbnM'M ; and that' the sutes* 
general had ezpreised tbett entire confidence in 
her conduct. She declared her chief concern 
should be to secure the succession of the crown 
in the house of Hanover; topeoeaie ait the ad* 
▼antages to the nation which a tender tnd* affte- 

tionate sovereign could procure for a dutiful and 
loyal people; and to obtain satisfaction for all 
her allies. ' She observed, that tho most effectual 
way to pi^ocure an advdtnageMB "pw^t wooM 
be to make preparations for carrying on the war 
with vigour. She recommended unanimity, and 
prayed God would direct their consuluuiona. 
In the house of lords, the earl of Nottsngham^ 
who had noW assodand Mtnidf with'the wfaigs, 
teveighed against the preliminaries as captious 
and insufficient, and offered a clause to be inserted 
in the address of thanks, representii^to her ma» 
Jestv, that, in the opinion of the imwe, no peace 
€OQid1»e Mile ofckfluowa^le to Great Britain or 
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Europe, if Spain and the West-Indies should be 
allotted to any braach of the«hou#e of Bourbon. 
A violent deMte enaoedy in the coune of wiiich 
the earl of Anglesey represented the necessity of 
ea^ng the nation of the burdens incurred by an 
expensive waiw He affinned that a good peMe 
might have been procured innmediately after the 
battle of RamillieS) if it had not been prevented 
by some persons who prolonged the war for 
their own ficiyate interest. This iosinuatioa was 
levelled^ the dakeiof Marlborough, who made 
a long speech in his own vindication. He bowed 
to the place where the queen sat incognito; and 
appealed to her » whether, while he had the ho- 
nour to 'Serve her majesty as general and pleni- 
potentiary, he had not constantly informed her 
and her council of all the proposals of peace 
which. had been made; and had uot desired in- 
structions for his conduct on that subject He 
declared, upon his conscience, and in presence 
of the Supreme Being, before whom he expected 
foon to appear, that he, w» ever desirous of a 
safe, hoBOorable^- and lasting peace ; and that he 
•was always very far from entertaining any de- 
sign of prolonging the war for his own private 
advantage, as his enemies had most false! v insir 
XRiated^ At last the questicm being put, wnether 
the earl of Nottingham's advice should be part 
of the address; it was carried in the affirmative 
by a iDiaU majority. The address was accordr 
mgly presented^ rad the que^n, in her answer, 
said she should be very sorry any one could 
think she would not do her utmost to recover 
Spain zod the West-Indies from the. house of 
Bourbon. Against diis advice, however, several 
peers protested, because there was no precedent 
xor inserting a clause of advice in an address of 
thanks ; and because they looked upon it as an 
invason of the royal . prerogative, ki the ad- 
dress of the conunons there was ao such articl^^ 
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and, t lie reform, the answer they received was 
warm and cordial. ^ 

3S. The dttke of Hamiteoa clanniog a seat in 
the house of peers, as duke of Brandon, a title 
he had lately received, was opposed by the anti* 
cottrtiers^ who pretended to foresee great danger 
to the constitution from admitting into the house 
a greater number of Scottish peers than the act 
of union allowed. Counsel was heard upon the 
validity of his patent. They observed that no 
objeetioD could be made to tht queen's pre* 
rugative in conferring^ honours; and that all the 
subjects of the united kingdom were equally ca« 

Eable of receiving honoun The house of lords 
ad already decided the matter, in admitting 
tlie duke of Queensberry upon liis being created 
duke of Dover. The debate was managed with 
great ability on both sides: the Scottish peers 
united in oefence of the duke's claim ; and the 

court exerted its whole strength to support the 
patent. Nevertheless, the question being put, 
whether Scottish peers, created peers of Great 
Britain since the union, had a right to sit in that 
house; it was carried in the negative by a ma- 
jority of five voices; though not without a p'-o- 
test signed by the lords in the opposition. The 
Scottish peers were so incensed at this decision, 
that they drew up a representation to the queen, 
complaining of it as an infringement of the union, 
and a mark of disgrace put upon the whole peer- 
age of Scotland. The bill against occasional con- 
formity was revived by the earl of Nottingham, 
in more moderate terms than those that had 
been formerly rejected; and it passed both 
houses by the connivance of the whigs, upon the 
earl's promise, that if they would consent to this 
measure, he would bring over many friends to 
join them in matters of greater conse^ence* 
On the twenty-second day of December, the 
^ueen being indisposed, graated a commission to 
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the lord-^keeper, and smae. other peers, to gi^re 
the royal assent to this bitl, and another for the 

land-tax. The duke of Devonshire obtained 
leave to bring in a bill for giving precedence of 
all peers to the electoral prince of Hanover, as 
the duke of Cambridge. An address was pre* 
rented to th^ queen^ desiring she would give 
instructions to her plenipotentiaries, to consult 
With thi ministers Of the allies hi HoUand- before 
the opening of the congress ; that they might 
concert the necessary measures for proceeding 
with unanimity, the better to obtain the great 
tads proposed-by^ her*niajesty. 

39. The commissioners for examining the pubi* 
lie accounts having discovered that the duke of 
Marlborough bad received an annual present of 
five or six thousand pounds from the contractors 
of bread to the army, the queen declared in 
council, that she thought fit to dismiss him from 
all his employments, that the matter might be 
hnpaftiallv examined. Thk 'declaration was im« 
parted to nini in a letter under her own hand, in 
which she took occasion to complain of the treat- 
ment she had received. She probably alluded to 
the insolence of his dutchess: the subjection in 
which she had been kept by the late ministry; 
and the pains lately taken by the whigs to ae- 
predate her oonduct, and thwart her measures 
with^ respect to the peate. The dutoe wrote ait 
answer to her majesty, vindicating himself from 
the charge which had been brought against his 
character; and his two daughters, the countess 
of Sunderland and the lady Rtalton, resigned 
their places of ladies in the bed-chamber. The 
ministry, in order to ascertain a majority in the 
house ef' lords| persuaded 4he queen to take a 
crieasure whieh nothing but necesrity c^ld Jusp 

tify. She created twelve peers at once^* and. on 

* » • 

• Lord CompCcte) mad lofd !Briics» 'ssas ef tto swlt of 
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the second of January they were introduced into 
the upper house without opposition* The lord* 
keeper deUyered to the hcmse a message from 
the qoeea, desiriog they would adjoiim to the 
fourteenth day of the month. The anti«courtier$ 
alleged, that the queen could not send a message 
to any one house to adjourn, but ought to have 
directed at to both hoiises. This objectt<m pn>» 
duced a debate, which was terminated in favour 
of the court by the weight of, the twelve new 
peers. 

40. At this period prince Sug»e arrived in 
.England, with a letter to the queen from the 

emperor, and instructions to propose a new 
scheme for prosecuting the war. His errand 
was far frcnn being agreeable to the miniatry; 
and they suspected that his real aim was to ma- 
nage intrigues among the discontented party, 
who opposed the peace. Nevertheless, he was 
treated with that respect which was due to his 
quality and eminent talents. The ministers, the 
nobility, and officers of distinction, visited him 
at his arrival. He was admitted to an audience 
of the que^^n, who received him with great com- 
placency« Having perused the letter which he 
delivered, she expressed her concern that her 



Northampton and Aylesbury, were called up by writ to the 
.house of peers. The other ten were these: lord Duplin, 
of the kingdom of Scotland, created baron Hay of Bed- 
wardm. lu the county of Hereford ; lord viscount Wind- 
sor, of Irelsndt msde baron Moian^oy, in the Isle of Wight; 
Henry Paget, son of lord raget» crested baron Burton, in 
the county of Stafford ; sir I homas Mansel, baron Mansel, 
»of Margam, in tlie county of Glamorgan; sir Thomas Wil- 
ioughby, bnron MiddU ton. of Middlelon, in the county of 
^arwick; sir Thomas lW«er» liaron IVevor, of Bfomham, 
.in the county of Bedford; GreorfO Granville, baron Laos- 
down, of Biddeford, in the county of Devon; Samuel 
JVIasham, baron Masham, ot Oats» in the county of Ess<»x; 
Thomas Foley, b&rou Foley, of Kidderminster, in the 
county of Wdfoener; and Allen Bathurst, baron Bathurit, 
of Bathelsden,^ in tno coonty of Bedford.«^-On the first 
day of their being introduced, when the question was put 
about aOjourning, the eai I ot Wharton asked OttO of UmoL 

Wbethar they voted by their foreman/* 
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health did not permit her to speak wiih his 
highness as often as she could wish ; but that she 
had ordered the treasurer and secretary St« John 
to receive bis proposals, and confer with him as 

frequently as he should think proper. He ex* 
pressed extraordinarv respect for the duke of 
Mwlborou|^9 notwithsunding his disgrace* The 
lord-^lreasurer, while he entertained him at din- 
ner, declared that he looked upon that day as 
the happiest in the whole course of his life, since 
he had the honour to see in his house the great* 
est captain of the age. The prince is s^ to 
have replied, ^ If I am, it is owing to your lord- 
" ship/* Alluding to the disgrace of Marlbo- 
TOUgh^ whom the earl's intrigues had deprived 
of all military command. When bishop Burnet 
conversed with him about the scandalous libels 
that were every day pubhshed against the duke, 
and in particular mentioned one paragraph, in 
which the author allowed he had been once for« 
lunate^ the prince observed, it was the greatest* 
commendation that could be bestowed upon 
him, as it implied that all his other succesges 
were owing to his courage and conduct. While 
the nobility of both parties vied with each other 
in demonstrations of respect for^ this noble 
bt rangier; while he was adored by the whigs, 
and admired by the peoplje^ who g^zed at him in 
crowds when he appeared in pubhc ; even in the 
midst of all these caresses, party riots were ex*? 
cited to insult his person, and some scandalous 
reflections upon his mother were inserted in one 
of the public papers. The queen treated him 
with distingiiished marks of regard ; and, on her 
birth-day, presented him with a sword worth 
five thousand pounds. Nevertheless, she looked 
upon him as a patron and friend of that turbo* 
lent faction to which she owed so much disquiet. 
She knew he had been pressed to come over bjr 
the whig noblemeUi who hoped hid presence 
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wouM hiflffiie the people to seme desperate at«« 

tempt upon the new ministry : she was not igno- 
rant that he held private conferences with the 
duke of Maribofough, the earl of Sunderland, 
the lords Somers^ Halifax, and all the duefe of 
that party ; and that he entered into a close con- 
nection with the baron de Bothmar^ the Hanove- 
rian envoys wkohad been very active in ibmeat- 
ing the d^urbattces of the people. 

41, Her majesty, who had been ftw some time 
afflicted with the gfout, sent a message to both . 
bouses, on the seventeenth day of January^ si^ 
Bifying that the plenipoteotiarfes were arrived 
at Utrecht; and that she <wa» employed in 
making preparations for an early campaign ; she 
hoped, therefore, that the commons would pro- 
ceed in jiving the necessary dispatch to the sop-* 
plies. The lord-^treasurer, in order to demon- 
strate his attachment to the protestant succession, 
brought in a bill which had been proposed by 
the duke of Devonshire, giving precedence to 
the whole electoral family, as children and se-* 
phews of the crown ; and, when it was passed 
into an act, he sent it over to Hanover by Mr. 
Thomas Harley. The sixteen peers for Scotland 
Were prevail^a upon, by promise of satisiactioni 
to resume their seats in the upper house, from 
wWch they had absented themselves since the 
decision against the patent of the duke of Hamil- 
ton ; but whatever pecuntary recompense thev 
might have- el>tsined from the court,* on ^whicn 
they were meanly dependent, they received no 
satisfaction from the parliament. The commons, 
finding Mr. Walpole very troublesome in their 
house, by his talents, activity, ^d zealous at- 
tachment* to the whig interest, found means to 
discover some clandestine practices in which he 
was concerned as secretary at war, wiih regaid 
to the forage-con tract in 'Scotland. The con- 
tractors^ rather than admit into their partnenhsi^ 
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a person whom he had recommended for that 
purpose, ehQ00 to present his friend wkh 
Mttidred poaaiB^ Thdr biU W9m addrtiatd 
Mr. Walpole, who endorsed it, and his friend 
touched the money** This transaction was in** 
terpreted into a bribcw Mr<» Walpole was iraled 
guilty frf c^ nnptkiH inpri s oo ed in the T oft fff» 
and expelled the house. Being afterwards 
chosen by the same borough of liyno-Reg^«^ 
which he had before npMsenied, a peiMos was 
lodged agBBBtt faim, and tho cooinMiia voied 
him incapable of being elected a member to 
•erve in die present parliament. 

4a. Tbeir next atitek was upon the diike of 
M arlb oro u gh, who wm frand to bate rece i ne d 
a yearly sum from sir Solomon Medina, a jew, 
concerned in the contract for furnishing the 
omy with bread ; to haipe been gmiified by the 
qoeeD with ten tboasaad pomids a year to do- 
fray the expence of intelligence; and to have 
pocketed a deduction of two and « a half per 

oeBt« from the pay of the foreign tfoops «ai» 

■ 

^ The commissioners app6inted for taking, statintr, and 
examining thq public accounts, having made their report 
toechinr Oie cdaAiiet 6f Bf r. Walpole, the house, after a 
long debate, came to the following resolutions : 1. Tbie 
Robert WalpolcTj esq. a member of this bouse, in receiv- 
ing the sum of nve hundred guineas, and in taxing a note 
five hundred more, on account of two contracts for 
rorage of her majesty's troops, quartered in North Bri> 
taiil, made by hinr when secretttQr at wur, pursuant to a 
power granted to him by the late iord4reasurer, is gniltjr 
of a high breach of trust and notorious corruption. 2. 
That the said Robert Walpole, esq. be for the said of^ 
ftoce committed prisoner to the Tower of London, during 
the pj^ure of this house ; and that Mr. Speaker do 
Issue bis warratit accordingly. 3. That the uad Robert 
Walpole, esq. be far Hie said offeoee also estpelled th6 
bouse, and that the report of the commissioners of public 
ftceounts be taken into further consideration this day 
se*nnight.— It appeared from the depositions of witnesses 
tliat the public had been defrauded considerably by these 
coa traiet » a very severe speech was made in tiie house» 
and next day pwlished reflecting upon Mr. Walpole, as 
gpilty of the worst kind of corruption; and sir Peter 
King declared in the house, that he deserved hanging as 

^elTaa lia deaamd^iiDprisoiuaeat and expulsion. 
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tained by England, It was alleged, in his jasii- 
icatiM, that the pre^nc Arom the jews was a 
customary perquisite, which had always beea 

enjoyed by the general of the Dutch army: that 
the deduction of two and a half pec cent, was 
granted to him by an express warrant from her 
majesty : that all the articiea of the charge joined 
together did not exceed thirty thousand pounds, 
a sum much inferior to that which had been al* 
lowed to king William for contingencies; that 
the money was expended in procuring inteiU- 
gence, which was so exact that the duke was 
never surprised: that none of his parties were 
ever intercepted or cot off; and all the d^gns 
were by these means so well concerted, that he 
never once miscarried. Notwithstanding these 
representations the majority voted that his prac* 
tices had bem unwarraalabie and illegal; and 
that the deduction was to be accounted for 
as public money. These resohitions were com- 
municated to the queen, who ordered the attor- 
ney ^general to prosecute the dnke for the money 
he had deducted by virtue of her own warrant. 
Such practices were certainly mean and merce- 
nary, and greatly tarnished the glory which the 
duke had acquired by his military talents, and 
other shining qualities. 

43. The commons now directed the stream of 
their resentment against the Dutch^ who had 
certainly exerted all their endeavours to over- 
whelm the new ministry, and retard the nego- 
tiations for peace. They maintained an inti- 
mate correspondence with the whigs of En^and* 
They diffused the most invkUons reports against 
Oxford and secretary St. John. Buys, their en- 
voy at JLondon, acted the part of an incendiary, 
in suggesting violent measures to the malcon- 
tents, and caballing against the government. The 
ministers, by way of reprisal, influenced the 
AOttse of commons to pass some acrimonious re- 
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solutions ao^alnst the states-general. They al- 
leged that the States had been deficient ia their 
proportion of troops, both tn Spain and in the 
Netherlands, during the whole course of the 
war ; and that the queen had paid above three 
millions of crowns in subsidies, above what she 
was obliged to advance by her engagements. 
They attacked the barrier-treaty, which had 
been concluded with the States by lord Towns- 
hend, after the conferences at Gertruydenberg* 
By this agreement, England guaraatied a barrier 
in the Netherlands to the Dutch; and the States 
bound themselves to maintain, with their whole 
^ force, the queen's title, and the protestant sue* 
cession. The tories affirmed that England was 
disgraced by engaging any other state to defend 
a succession which the nation might see cause to 
alter : that, by this treaty, the States were autho* 
rised to interpose in British councils : that, being 
possessed of all those strong towns they might 
exclude the English from trading to them, and 
interfere with the manufactures of Great Britain. 
The house of commons voted, that inihe barrier 
treaty there were several articles destructive to 
the trade and interest of Great Britain, and 
^erefore highly dishonourable to her majesty: 
that the lord viscount Townshend was not au- 
thorised to conclude several articles in that trea- 
ty: that he and all those who had advised its 
being ratified were enemies to the queen and 
kingdom. All their votes were diMSted into a 
long representation presented to the queen, in 
which they averred that England, during the 
war, had been overcharged nineteen millions; a 
drenmstance that implied mismanagement or 

fraud in the old ministry. The States, alarmed 
at these resolutions, wrote a respectful letter to 
the qneeo, representing the necessity of a bar- 
rier, for the mutual security of Ens^land and the 
United Provinces. They afterwards drew up a 
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large nmnorial in vindicaticm of their proceed* 

ings daring the war; and it was published in 
one of the English papers. The cpmmons im- 
mediately voted it a fabOf scandalous, and ma- 
licioms lioel, reflei^ting upcm the resolutions of 
the house ; and the printer and publisher were 
taken into CHStody,^ as guilty of a breach of pri^ 
vilege* 

44. They no4v repealed the naturalization act. 

They passed a bill granting a toleration to the 
episcopal clergy ifi Scotland, without paying the 
least regard to a r^reseotation from the general 
assembly lx> the queen, declaring that the act for 
securing the presbyterian government was an es- 
sential ,and fundameatiai condition of the treaty 
of ttnioo« The house, notwithstanding this rmf 
monstrance, proceeded with the bill, and inserted 
a clause prohibiting civil magistrates from exe- 
cutiiillg the Tseutences of the kirk-judicatojni^ 
Theepispopali as well as the presbyterian clexy 
gy, were required to take the oaths of abjura* 
tion, that they might be upon an equal footing 
in case of disobedience; for the commons well 
knew that this eoudition would be reje^t^ by 
both from very different motives. In order to 
exasperate the presbyterians with further provo- 
cationSf aoother act was^ passed for discontinuii^ 
the courts of judicature during the Christnias 
holidays, which had never been kept by persons 
of that persuasion. When this bill was read for 
the third tiine> sir Davi4 Dahrympje said, Since 
^ the house is resolved to make no toleration on 

" the body of this bill,! acquiesce ; and only de- 
sire it may be iutituied, A bill for establishing 
*rjacobitism and immorality.'' The chagrin of 
the Scottish presbyterians was completed by a 
third bill, restoring the right of patronage, which 
had been taken avvajr when the discipline of the 
Kirk was last established. Prince Eugene hav- 
mg pree^oted a mmorial to the qmn^ touching 
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the conduct of the emperor during the war) and 
containing a proposal with relation to the affairs 
of Spaltt) the queen comsmaicaied the scheme to 
nouse of commoos, who treated it with the 
mc&t contemptuous neglect. The prince, find- 
ing all his efforts ineffectual, retirea to the con* 
tinent^ as much displeased with the miiiistnrt at 
he had reason to be satisfied with the peo|Me of 
England. The commons having settled the funds 
for the supplies of the year, amounting to six 
sniUioos, tne treasurer formed the plan of a bill 
appointing commissioners to exahime the value 
and consideration of all the grants made since 
the revolution* His design was to make a ge» 
neral resumption; but, as the interest* of so 
many noblemen was concerned, the bill met 
with a very warm opposition; notwithstanding 
which it would have certainly passed, had not 
the duke of Buckingham and the earl of Straf« 
ford absented themsilves from the house during 
ihe ddiate. 
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CHAP, XL 

1* The conferences opened at Utrecht... 2. The 
fmeenU measures obstruded by the alUes S. 
Jhath of the dauphin and his 4. The 

demands Philip* s renunciation of the crotun of 
JFrance...5. The duke qf Ortnond takes the com^ 
mand efthe British forces in flanderS:S. He is 
restricted from acHng against the enemy. . .7. De^ 
bate in the house of lords on this subject 8. A 
loyal oddress of the commons.. .9m Philip promises 
Id renmifMe the eitnm of jFrafii;e.«.10. The queen 
communicates the plan of the peace in a qyeech to 
both houses of parliament ...11. Exceptions taken 
to some of the articles in the house <^ lords ... 12. 
A motion for a guaranti/ of the protesUM sueces^ 
sion by the allies rejected in the house of commons 
•••13. The duke of Orjnond declares to prince JEu" 
gene^.ihat he can no longer cover the si^ of Que^ 
noy...l4. Irruption-into France by general Grom* 

stein.. A 5. The foreign troops in British pay rt^ 
fuse to march with the duke of 0mimid...l6. fVho 
proclaims a eessciion of onM, and sebses Ghemi 
and Bruges T.. 17. The allies defeated a% Denam 
•..18. Progress of the conferences at Utrecht.. A9. 
The duke of Hamilton and lord Mohun are killed 
in a duel. The duke of Marlborough retires to 
the continent ...20. The states-general sign Hke 
harrier-treaty ... 21, The other allies become more 
tractable... 22. The peace with France ngned at 
UiredU:.3S. Both hous^ of parliament eengraiUf^ 
late the queen on the peace.., 24. Substance of the 
treaty with France... 25. Objections to the treaty 
of commerce... 26. Debates in the home of lords on 
the malMax for Scotland. The ScottiA hrds 
move for aUttto dissolve the union... 27. Jddress 
of the commans about Dunkirk ... 28. Violence of 

J^rties in £nglawL..29, JProceedings of the par^ 
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liament of Ireland . . • 30. New parliament in 
£ngland. fVriiers employed by both parties 
SI. Treaijf of RMadt between the emperw and 
France 32. Principal artides in the treaty be* 
tween Great Britain and Spain. Meeting of 
the iHiWiamait ... S3. The house of lords takes 
cognixance df a libel againsi the Scots 34. Mr^ 
Steet esBpeUed the house of C€minums..J3S. Freems^ 

tions by the whigs for the security of the proteslant 
succession: ,36* Debates in the house of lords conn* 
eeming the pretender and the CotatoM •••S7» 
They address the queen to set a price en the head 

of the pretender.. SB, A writ demanded for the 
electoral prince of Hanover^ as duke of CaTnbridge 
' •••S9* Death of the princess Sophia. Bill to pre^ 
vent the gron^h of schism*.. 40. Another again^ 
all toko should list^ or be inlisted in a foreign 
service.*m^l. The parliament invrogued.^Ai* The 
treasurer disgraced ...^S. Firecau^ons ttdten fot 
securing the peace of the kingdom ...^4, Death 
and character of queen Anne. 

1712. 

1« TN the mmth of Januaiy the cd^eMocei 

for peace began at Utrecht. The earl of 
Jersey would have oeen appointed the plenipo- 
tentiary for England^ but he dying after the cot^ 
Mtpondence with the court of France was estab* 
lished, the queen conferred that charge upon 
Robinson, bishop of Bristol, lord privy-seal, and 
the earl of Strafford. The chief of the Dutch 
deputies named Sot the congress^ were Buys and 
Vanderdussen ; the French king granted his 
powers to the mareschai d'Uxeiles, the abbot 
(afterwards cardinal) de Polignac, and Menager^ 
wlio bad been in England. The ministers of th# 
emperor and Savoy likewise assisted at the con^ 
ferences, to which the empire and the other al- 
lies likewise sent tlmr plenipotentiaries, though 

not widuMt rdnctance. As all these powess^ 
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ncept Fnnce, e&leitdiied Mntimcnis verj dif« • 

ferent from those of her Britaonic maj^ty, the 
conferences seemed calculated rather to retard 
than aMderate a pacificatton* The queen of 
England had foreseen and provided against these 
difficulties. Her great end was to free her sub* 
jects from the miseries attending an unprofitable 
war, and to restore peace to Europe; and thii 
aim she was res^ved to accomplish, in spite of 
all opposition. She had also determined to 

Srocure reasonable terms of accommodation for 
er allies, without, however, continuing to lavish 
the blood and treasure of her people in 8upi>ort« 
, ing their extravagant demands. The emperor 
obstinately insisted upon^ his claim to the whole 
Spauiiah monarchy, refu^ng to give up the least 
tittle of his pretensions ; and the Dutch adhered 
to the old preliminaries which Louis had for- 
merly rejected. The queen saw that the liber- 
ties of Europe would be exposed to much ^eater 
danger from an actual union of the Imperial and 
Spanish crowns in one head of the house of Aus- 
tria, than from a bare possibility of Spain's being 
nnited vrith France in one branch of the hont^ 
of Bourbon. She knew by experience the diffi- 
culty of dethroning Philip, rooted as he was in 
the affections of a brave and loyal people: and 
that a prosecution of this design would serve no 
purpose but to protract the war, and augment 
the grievances of the British nation. She was 
well acquainted with the distresses of the JFrench, 
which she considered as pledges of their mo- 
narch's sincerity. She sought not the total ruin 
of that people, already reduced to the brink of 
despair. The dictates of true policy dissuaded 
Ifter fcom octotributing to her further conquest in 
wmt kingdom, which would have proved the 
•ource of contention among the allies, depressed 
the house of Bourbon below the standard of fan- 

portansfe wiiaeh Hie .balance of Europe required 
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it should naiiitmi, and aggrandize the Mates* 

feneral at the expence of Great Britain. As she 
ad borne the chief burden of the war^ she had 
a right to take the lead^ and dictate a plan of pap» 
eificittion; at leasts she had a right to consult 
the welfare of her own kingdom, in delivering^ 
by a separate peace^ her subjects from those 
» enormous loads which they could no longer 
sustain ; and she was well enough aware of her 
own consequence, to think she could not obtain 
advantageous conditions. 

8, Such were the smtiments of the queen; and 
her ministers seem to have acted on the same 
principles, though perhaps party motives may 
have helped to influence their conduct. The 
adlies concurred in opposing with all their might 
any treaty which could not gratify their different 
views of avarice, interest, and ambition. They 
practised a thousand little artifices to intimidate 
the quera, to excite a jealousy of Iiouis, to 
blacken the characters of her ministers, to raise 
and keep up a dangerous ferment among her 
people^ by which her life and ^^oremment were 
endangerecL She could not fsul to resent these 
efibrts, which greatly perplexed her measures^ 
and obstructed her design. Her ministers were 
sensible of the dangerous predicament in which 
they stood. The queen^s health was much inii* 
paired ; and the successor countenanced the op« 
posite faction. In case of their sovereign's death, 
they had nothing to expect but prosecution and 
nun for obeying her commitnds; they saw no 
hope of safety, except in renouncing ttieir prin- 
ciples, and submitting to their adversaries; or 
else in takmg such measures as would hasten the 
pacificaticm, that the troubles of the kingdom 
might be appeased, and the people be satisfied 
with their conduct, before death should deprive 
them oi their sovereign's protection. With this 
▼iew they advised her to set on foot a private 
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jiffodatioo with IiOiiit to stqmlitte cei^tiiiii ad- 
jutages for her own sidifei^ m a concerted 

plan of peace ; to enter into such mutual confi- 
dence with tliat monarch, as would anticipate aU 
ciandtttiiie uransactions to her prejiidtc^^ aod ia 
iome maasiire enable her to prescribe tenns for 
ner allies. The plan was judiciously formed; 
but executed with too much precipitation. The 
stipulated advantages were not such as she had a 
light to demand ai^i insist upon; and withoat aU 
doubt, better might have been obtained, had not 
the obstinacy of the allies abroad, and the violent 
conduct of the whig faction at home obliged the 
ministers to rdaz in some material points, and 
hasten the conclusion of the treaty. 

S. The articles being privately regulated be- 
tween the two courts of London and Versailles, 
the English plenipotentiaries at Utrecht were 
famished with general powers and instmctiQiis, 
being ignorant of the agreement which the queen 
had made with the French monarch, touching 
the kingdom of Spain, which was indeed the 
basis of the treaty. This s wret plan of ncgotuH 
tioO) however, had well nigh been destroyed by 
some unforeseen events that were doubly afflict- 
ing to XiOuiai The dauphin had died of the 
imall-pox in the course of the preceding^ yeart 
and his title had been conferred upc»i his soUf 

the duke of Burgundy, who now expired on the 
last day ot Eebruary, six days after the death of 
ids wife» Marv Adelaide of Savoy*. The parents 
were soon foUowed to the grave by their eldest 
offspring, the duke of Bretagne, in the sixth year 
of his age ; so that of the duke of Burgundy's 
children, none remained alive but the duke of 
Anjou the late French king, * who WM at that 
time a sicUy inftnt. Soch a serial of calamitia 
eould not fail of being extremely shocking to 
L>ouis in his old age ; but they were stiU mors 

•ILoiiisXT. 
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alarming to the queen of England, who saw that 
jnothing but the precarious life of an unhealthy 
fhild divided the two monarchies of France and 
Spain, the union of which she resolved by all 
possible means to prevent. She therefore sent 
the Abb^ Gualtier to Paris, with a memorial, re- 
presenting the dainge^: to which the liberty of 
Europe would be exposed, should Philip ascend 
the throne of France ; and demanding, that his 
title should be transferred to his brother, the 
dukfi of Berry, in consequence of his pure^ 
simply .an4 voliwtary renunciatioii. 

4. Meanwhile the French plenipotentiaries at 
Utrecht were prevailed upon to deliver their 
proposals in writing, uader the name of specific 
offers,, which the alUes received with indignation* 
They were treated in England with universal 
scorn. Lord Halifax, in the house of peers^ 
tefqaed them trifling, arrogant, and injurious to 
hfi/f, p^^sty amd her allies. An address was pre- 
sented to the queen, in which they expressed 
their resentment against the insolence of France, 
and promised to assist her with all their power 
im pro^utiiig the war, until a safe and honour* 
able peace ^ould be obtained. The plenipoten* 
tiaries of the allies were not less extravagant in 
their specific demands than the French had been 



1 


1 


e] 


Ml 





to start liew difficulties, and widen the breach, 
than to heal animosities, and concert a plan of 
pacificaJt^^^;^ , , ^hey > amused one another with 
fh^it]^ <^ifi£^mt^^ the queen of Great 
Britain endeavoured to engage the states-general 
in her measures, that they might treat with 
France upon moderate terms, and give law to 
the rest of the allies. She departed from some 
of her own pretenuons, in order to Ratify them 
with the possession of some towns m Flanders. 
She consented to their being admitted into a 
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panicipatioii of some advantages in commerce; 
and ordered the English muiisters at the coagresa 
to tdl them, that she would take her measorea 
according to the return they should nnake on 
this occasion* Finding them still obstinately at- 
tached to their first chtmericad preliminaries, she 
gave them to understand, that all her offers for 
adjusting the differences were founded upon the 
express coaditioD, that they should come mto her 
sneaanMe, end co^^yperate with her openly and 
sincerely ; but they had made such bad returns 
to all her condescension towards them, that she 
looked upon herself as released from all en^ge* 
nuents. llie ministers of the allies had insisted 
Upon a written answer to their specific demands; 
and this the French plenipotentiaries declined, 
nntil they should recerre fresh instructions from 
their master. Such was the pretence for sos- 
pending the conferences ; but the real bar to a 
final agreement between England and France, 
was the delay of Philip's renunciation, which at 
length, however, arrived ; and produced a cessa* 
tion of arms. 

5. In the mean time the duke of Ormond, who 
was now invested with the supreme command of 
the British forces, received a particuhur order, 
that he should not hazard an engagement Louis 
had already undertaken for the compliance of 
Inr-grandson. Reflecting on his own great are, 
he was shocked at the prospect of leaving his 
kingdom involved in a pernicious war during a 
minority; and determined to procure a peace at 
all events. The queen, knowing his motives, 
could not help believing his protestations, rad 
resolved to avoid a battle, the issue of which 
might have considerably altered the situation of 
aiFairs, and consequently retarded the condunon 
«f the treaty. Preparations had been made for 
^ earlir campaign. In the beginning of March, 

tiie earl of Albemarle, having assen^ied a body 
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of thirty-six battalions, marched towards Arras; 
which he- reduced tea heap of ashes hj a most 
t«nrn^ camioiMiding ancf bombardmem. la 
May, the duke of Ormond conferred with the 
deputies of the states*general at the Hague, and 
assured Umh that he had orders to act Tigo- 
rously in Ae prosec«tiOD of the war. He joined 
prince Eugene at Tournay ; and, on the twenty- 
sixth day of May, the allied army, passing tne 
Scheldt, encamped at Haspre and Soieffines* 
The Imperial general proposed that they should 
attack the French army under Villars: but by 
thia time the duke was restrained from hazards 
lug a siege or tMtide; a cummstaoee well hmnm 
to the French commander, who therefore sAmfeA 
of his usual vigilance. It could not be long con* 
cealed from prince £ugeAe and the d^puties^ 
who ^fonhjvith di^Niidied *aa express to their 

principals on this subject, and afterwards pre* 
sented a long memorial to the duke, representing 
the injury which the gradd.iaUmiGe would mx^ 
tain.from his obedience; of such* aa order. lie 
seemed to be extremely uneasy at l^s situation } 
and in a letter to secretary St. John, expressed a 
desire Xhat the. queen would pennUx him to re«* 
turn to Engl»d« 

6. Prince Eugene, notwithstanding the queen's 
order, which Ormond had not yei formally de^ 
clared, invested the town of Quemoy, and thd 
duke furnished towai:ds this enterprise ^seirefll 
battalions and nine squadrons of the foreign 
troops maintained by Great Britain. The Dutch 
deputi^ atUtrechtespostulatin|^ withtbe fenrtiop 
trf Brisfm up<m the diute*s refosmg to act against 
the enemy, that prelate told them, that he had 
lately received an express, with a letter from her 
majMy, in whkh she complained, thi^ as tbe« 
ttates-general had not properly answered her ad^ 
vances, they ought not to be surprised, if she 
thought iM^ielf at liberty to fsnter«iOta ^parate. 

P 2 . 
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vmmue$ m M*der to obiaia a peace £or her own 
ccumiiiencjF. When thejr remonstrated against 
such conduct, as contradictory to all the alliances 
subsisting between the queen and the states^ge- 
neraif the biahop declared his instructions further 
imported^ that considering the conduct of the 
States towards her majesty, she thought herself 
disengaged from all alliances and engagements 
vrith tl^ir high mightinesses. The States and 
Ihe mimsters of the allies were instantly in com- 
Botion. Private measures were concerted with 
the elector of Hanover, the landgrave of Hesse- 
Cassel, and some other princes of the empire^ 
coocefning the troops belonging to those powers 
in the pay of Great Britain* The states-general 
wrote a long letter to the queen, and ordered 
their envoy at London to deliver it into her own 
band. Count Zinzerdorf^ the emperor's pleni* 
potentiary, dispatched expresses to his master, to 
prince Eugene, and to the Imperial' ambassador 
at London. The queen held a council at Ken- 
sington upon the subject of the letter; and a 
fresh order was sent to the duke of Ormond, di* 
reeting him to concur with the general of the 
allies in a siege. 

7. On the twenty-^eighth day of Mav, lord 
Halifax, in the house of peers, descantea upon 
the ill consequences of the duke's refusing to co* 
operate with prince Eugene, and moved for an 
address desiring her majesty would order the ge- 
neral to act offensuvely, in concert with her allies. 
The treasurer c^isenred it was prudent to avoid 
a battle on the eve of a peace, especially contt- 
dering they had to do with an enemy so apt to 
break his word. The earl of Wharton replied^ 
' 4his was a Strang reason for keeping no measures 
with such an enemy. When OjdTord declared, 
that the duke of Ormond had received orders to 
join the alh'es in a siege, the duke of Marlbo- 

rPUffh affirmed it was impossible tO; ^ a 
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•iege without either hagarding a battlei in caae 
the enemy should attempt to rdieve the place^ 

or shamefully abandoning the enterprise. The 
duke of Argyle having- declared his opinion^ 
that since the time of Julius C«sar there had not 
been a greater captain than prince Eogene of 

Savoy, observed, that, considering the different 
interests of the house of Austria and of Great 
Britain, it might not consist with prudence to 
trost him with the management of the war, be* 
cause a battle won or lost might entirely break 
oflF a negotiation of peace, which in all probabi^ 
lity was near being concluded. He added, that 
two years before, the confederates might have 

taken Arras and Cambray, instead of amusing 
themselves with the insignificant conquests of 
Aire, Bethune, and St Venant* The duke of 
Devonshire said he was, by proximity of bloody 
more concerned than any other in the reputation 
of the duke of Ormona; and, therefore, could 
not help expressing his surprise, that any one 
, would dare to make a nobleman of the firtrrank^ 
and of so distinguished a character, the instru-* 
ment of such proceedings. Earl Paulet answer* 
ed, that nobody could doubt the duke of Or* 
mond's courage; but he was not like a certain 
general, who led troops to the slaughter, to cause 
a great number of officers to be knocked on thp 
head, that he might fill his pockets by disposing 
of their commimons. The duke of Marlbo* 
rough was so deeply affected by this reflection, 
that though he suppressed his resentment in the 
house, he took the first opportunity te send lord 
Mohun to the earl with a mes^ge, importing, 
that he should be glad to come to an explanation 
with his lordship about some expressions he bad 
used in that day's debate; and desiring his com^ 
pany to take tne air in the country. The earl 
understood his meaning ; but could not conceal 
his emotion from the observation of his lady, by 
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wliQse means the aflair was communicated to the 
earl of Dartmouth, secretary of state. Two sen- 
tioels were immediately {liaced at his lordship's 

Sate : the queen, by the caned of lord PartmooUi^ 
esired the dnke of Marlborough would proceed 
no farther in the quarrel ; and he assured her he 
would punctually obey her majesty's commandt. 
The eaii of 0:Kford aasuved the house, that a ae-t 
parate peace wiaa never imended ; that audi a 

{>eace would be so base, so knavish, and so viU 
annus, that every one who vserved the queen 
luiew they must answer it with their heads to the 
9adon; but that it would appw to be a safieand 
glorious peace, much more to the honour and in- 
terest of the nation, than the first prelirainaries 
insisted upon by the aiUes. The question bein|* 
y«ttt for adjoining, was after a long debate^ cam 
ried in the affirmative ; but twenty lords entered 
a protest. The earl of Strafford, who had re- 
iujrned from Holland^ proposed, that they should 
examine the negotiatims o£ the Hague and Ger« 
truydenberg, b^Gore they considered that of 
Utrecht. He observed, that in the former negcv 
tiations the French ministers had conferred only 
wsth the pensionary, who conununicated no 
more of it to the miniiters of the allies than 
what was judged proper to let them know; so 
that the Dutch were absolute masters of the 
aei^ret* He asserted that the states-^neral had 
consented lo give Naples and Sicily to kmg Phk 
lip ; a circiunstance which proved that the reco« 
very of the whole Spanish monarchy was looked 
upon as impracticable. He conduded with a 
xnotioa for an address to her majesty^ desti»iif 
that the. papers relating to the negotiatiims of 
the Hague and Gertruydenberg should be laid 
before tlie house* This was carried without a 
division. 

^. In the house of commons Mn Paltsnef < 
moved foi an address^ acquainting her majesty 
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that her faithful commons were justly alarmed 
the iotelligeace received from abroad, that 
her gramd in Fbuiders had declined actm^ ofieit* 
sively against France in concurrence with her 
allies ; and beseeching her majesty, that he mig^t 
receive speedy instructions . to prosecute the war 
with the utmost ^vigour. This motion was re* 
jected bj a great majority^ A certain member 
having msinuated, that the present negotiation 
iiad been carried on in a clandestine and trea* 
cherous manner, Mr. secretary St. lolm said» lie 
hoped it would not be accounted treachery to 
act for the good and advantage of Great Britain : 
that he gloried in the small ware he had in the 
tnnsactioa ; and whatever censure he might un- 
dergo for it, the bare 8atis£action et acting in 
that view would be a sufficient recompense and 
comfort to him during the whole course of his 
life* The house resolved, that the commons had 
an endre confidence in her majesty's promise, to 
communicate to her parliament the terms of the 
peace before it should be concluded; and, that 
they would aupport her against all such persons, 
either at home or abroad, as shoidd endeavour 
to obstruct the pacification. The queen thanked 
them heartily for this resolution, as being dutiful 
to her, honest to their country, and very season** ' 
able at a tnne when so mmj artifices were used 
to obstruct a gcfod peace, or to force one disadn 
vantageous to Britain. They likewise presented 
an adar^, desiring they might have an account 
of the negotiations and transactions at the Hague 
and Oertruydenberg, and know who were then 
employed as her majesty's plenipotentiaries. 

9. The ministry, foreseeing that Philip would 
not willingly resign his hopes of succeeding^ to 
the crown of Frmiee, proposed an alternative, 
that, in case of his preferring his expectation of 
the crown of France to the present possession of 

Spaitti thia- kiogdom, with the Indies, should be 
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forthwith ceded to the duke of Savoy; that 
Philip, in the mean time, should possess the 
duke*s hereditary dominions, and the kingdom of 
Sicily, together with Monserrat and Mantua; 
all which territories should be annexed to France 
at Philip's succession to that crown, except Sici* 
hr, which should revert to the house of Austria. 
JLouis seemed to relish this expedient, which, 
however, was rejected by Philip, who chose to 
make the renunciation, rather than quit the 
throne upon which he was established. The 
queen demanded, that the renunciation should 
be ratified in the most solemn manner by the 
states of France; but she afterwards waved this 
demand, in consideration of its being registered 
in the different parliaments. Such forms are but 
slender securities against the power, ambition, 
and interest of princes. The marquis de Torcy 
frankly owned, that Philip's renunciation was of 
itself void, as beinp; contrary to the fundamental 
laws and constitution of the French monarchy; 
but it was found necessary for the satisfaction of 
the English people* £very material article being 
now adjusted between the two courts, particu* 
larly those relating to the king of Spain, the 
commerce of Great Britain, and the delivery of 
Dunkirk, a suspension of arms prevailed in the 
Netherlands, and the duke of Ormond acted in 
concert with mareschai de ViUars. 

10. On the sixth day of June the queen .going 
to the house of peers, communicated the plan of 
peace to her parliament, according to the pro- 
mise she had made. After having premised, that 
the making peace and war was the undoubted 
prerogatives of the crown, and hinted at the 
difficulties which had arisen both from the nature 
of the aflpair, and numberless obstructions coup 
trived by the enemies of peace, she proceeded to 
enumerate the chief articles to which both 
crawtts had agreed, without, however, cob«^ 
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duding the treaty. She t(dd them she had se- 
cured the protestant succession, which France * 
had acknowledged in the strongest terms; and 
that the pretender would be removed from the 
French dommions; that the duke of Anjou 
shoujd renounce for himself and his descendants 
all claim to the crown of France; so that the 
two monarchies would be for ever divided. She 
observed, that the nature of this proposal wae 
such as would execute itself : that it would be 
the interest of Spain to support the renuncia* 
tionj and in France, the persons intitled to the 
succession of that crown upon the death of the 
dauphin, were powerful enough to vindicate 
their own right. She gave them to understand 
that a treaty of commerce between En^and and 
France had been begun, though not yet adjusted; 
but provision was made, that England should 
enjoy the same privilep;es that France granted to 
the most favoured nation : that the French king 
had agreed to make an absolute cession of the 
island of St. Christopher's, which had hitherto 
been divided between the two nations : that he 
had also consented to restore the whole bay and 

Straits'of Hudson; to deliver the island of New- 
foundland, with Placentia; to cede Annapolis, 
with the rest of Acadia or Nova Scotia;' to de- 
molish the fortifications of Dunkirk; to leave 
England in possession of Gibraltar, Port-Mahon, 
and the whole island of Minorca; to let the 
trade^ of Spain in the West-Indies be settled as it 
was in the reign of his late catholic majesty: 



jects the assiento, or contract, for furnishing the 
Spanish West-Indies with negroes, for the term 
of thirty years, in the same manner as it had 

been enjoyed by the French, With respect to 
the allies, she declared, that France offered to 
make the Rhine the barrier of the empire; to 

jidd Brisa^i Fort Kebl, aad Lmdau, and ras* 



•he sifi:nified that she had obtained 
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all the fortTMet both on the other vde of Am 

Rhine, and in the islands of that river ; that the 

jprotestant interest in Germany would be re- 



Ha ; that the Spanish Netherlands, the kingdama 

of Naples and Sardinia, the dutchy of Milan^ 
and the places belonging to Spain on the coast of 
Tuscany, might be yielded to his Imperial ma« 
jesty ; but the disposition of Sicily was not yet 
determined; that the demands of the states* 
general with relation to commerce, and the bar- 
rier in the IjOw Countries, would be granted 
with a few exceptions, which might be compen^ 

sated by other expedients; that no great progress 
had yet been made upon the pretensions of Por- 
tugal; but that those Of Prussia would be ad- 
dtted by France without much difficulty : that 
the difference between the barrier demanded by 
the duke of Savoy in the year one thousand 
seven hundred and nine, and that which France 
now oStreAj was verv inconsiderable : that the 
elector palatine shoula maintain his present rank 
among the electors ; and that France would 
acknowledge the electoral dignity in the house of 
Hanover. Such were the conditions which the. 
queen hoped would make some amends to her 
subjects, for the great and unequal burden they 
had borne during the whole course of the war. 
She concluded with saying, she made no doubt 
but they were fully persuaded, that nothing 
would be neglected on her part, in the progress' 
of this negotiation, to bring the peace to afl 
happy and speedy issue; and she expressed hef 
dependence upon the entire confidence ai^ 
cheerful concurrence of her parliament. 

II. An address of thanks and apprdbatioci 
was immediately voted, drawn up, and presented, 
to the queen bv the commons in a body. When 
the house of Jords took the speech into con* 

wieration, the duke of Marlborough 
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that the meanres pumied for a year past were 

directly contrarjr to her majesty • engagements 
with tne allies: that they sullied the triumphs 
and glories of her reign; and would render the 
English name odious to adl nations. The earl of 
Strafibrd said, that some of the allies would not 
have shewn such backwardness to a peace, had 
they not been persuaded and encouraged to carry 
on the war by a member of that illustrious as* 
sembly^ who maintained a secret correspondence 
with them, and fed them with hopes that they 
would be supported by a strong party in £ng« 
land. In answer' to this insinuation against 
Marlborough, lord Cowper observed, that it 
could never be suggested as a crime in the 
meanest subject, much less in any member of that 
angiist assembly, to hold correspondence with 
the allies of the nation: such allies, especially, 
whose interest her majesty had declared to be 
inseparable from her own, in her speech at the 
opening of the session ; whereas it would be a 
bard matter to justify and reconcile either with 
our laws, or with laws of honour and justice, the 
conduct of some persons, in treating clandestinely 
with the conmaon enemy, without the partici- 
pation of the allies. This was a frivolous argu- 
ment. A correspondence with any persons what- 
soever becomes erinunal, when it t^ds to foment 
the divisions of one's country, and arm the people 
against their soverei^. If England had it not in 
her power, without infringing the laws of justice 
and honour, to withdraw herself from a confede- 
racy which she could no longer support, and 
treat for peace on her own bottom, then was she 
not an associate but a slave to the alliance. The 
earl of Godolphin affirmed, that the trade to 
Spain was sucn a trifle as deserved no conside- 
ration; and that it would continually diminish, 
until it diould be entirely engrossed by the 

French merchants^ Notwithstanding these re** 
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monstrances against the plan of peace, the major- 
ity agreed to an address, m which ihey thanked 
thm quieeii for her esttraor^aarjr coodescensicuot 
ID communicating those conditions to her parlia- 
ineot ; and expressed an entire satisfaction with 
hw conduct. A motion was made for a clause 
In the addressi desiring her inajestj would takf 
fuch measures, in concert with her allies, as 
might induce them to join with her in a mutual 
guarantee. A debate ensued : the question wa» 
put^ audi the cUiite rejected* Several nobleraep 
entered » protest, which was expunged troat the 
journals of the house by the decision of the map 
jority. 

12. In the house of commoD^^ a complaint wat 
exhibited against bishop Fleetwood, who, in a 

preface to four sermons which he had published, 
took occasion to extol the last ministry, at the 
expenoe of tj»e present administration. This 
piece was voted inalicioiie and factious, tending 
to create discord and sedition amongst her ma- 
jesty's subjects, and condemned to be burned by 
the hands of the common hangman. Thev pre* 
eented an addresa to the queen, aisuring her of 
the just sense they had of the indignity ofkreA 
to her, by printing and publishing a letter from 
the atates-general to her majesty; and desuriog 
ehe would so fac vesent such imulta^ es^ to give 
no answer for the future to any letters or memo* 
rials that should be thus ushered into the world, 
as inflammatory appeaU to the public. Mr. 
JHampden moved for an addresi^ to her mejeit]^ 
that she would give particidar instructions to 
her plenipotentiaries, that in the conclusion of 
the treaty of peace, the several powers in al- 
liance with her majesty might be guarantees for 
the protestant successioo in the illustrious house 
erf Hhuiover. The question being put, was car- 
ried in the negative. Then the house resolved, 

that they had such confident in the rtprWd 
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declarationa her majesty had maiie of ho^ con* 
cern for assuring to these kingdoms the proicsfe^ 
ant successioa as by law established^ that they 

could never doubt of her takiug the proper mea* 
•ores for the security thereof: that the hoim 
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her, that she would be pleased to discountenance 
all those who shouid endeavour to raise jealoHf^ 
ties between her majesty and her subjectSf esp^* 
cially by misrepresenting her pfood intentions for 
the welfare of her people. The queen was ex- 
tremely pleased with this resolution* When it 
was presented, she told them, that they had 

shewn themselves honest asserters of the mo- 
narchy, zealous defenders of the constitution, 
and real friends to the protestant succeswNiu 
She thought she had very httle reason to eoitnte- 

nance a compliment of supererogation to a prince 
who had caballed with the enemies of her admi- 
jmtration* On the tweoty^st day of June tb^ 
queen diosed the session with a speech, exprMi* 
ing her satisfaction at the addresses and supplies 
she had received : she observed, that should the 
treaty he brolce aff| their buffdeos would be at 
least continued^ if not increased j that Briiaia 
would lose the present opportunity of improving 
her own commerce, and establishii^ a real bar 
lance of power in Europe; and that tho«|^ 
some of the allies might be gainers by a conti- 
nuance of the war, the rest would suffer in the 
common calamity. Notwithstanding the lecmot 
of the people, which was now risen to a vwr 
dangerous pitch, addresses approving the queens 
conduct, were presented bv the city of I^ondon, 
and all the corporations in the kingdom that 
espoused the torv imw est. At this jun^re th^ 
nation was so wnolly possessed by the sfHrit o€ 
party, that no appearance of neutrality or mo- 
deration remained* 
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* IS. During these transactions the trenches were 
opened before Quesnoy, and the siege carried on 
with uncommon vigour under cover of the forces 
commanded by the duke of Ormond. This no- 
hteman, however, having received a copy of the 
articles signed by the marquis de Torcy, and 
fresh instructions from the queen, signified to 
the prince Eugene and the Dutch deputies, that 
the French king had agreed to several articles 
demanded by the queen, as the foundation of an 
armistice ; and among others to put the English 
troops in immediate possession of Dunkirk : that 
he could therefore no longer cover the siege of 
Quesnoy, as he was obliged by his instnictiotts 
to inarch with the British troops, and those in 
the queen's pay, and declare a suspension of 
arms as soon as he should be possessed of Dun* 
irk. He expressed his hope, that they wonid 
readily acquiesce in these instructions, seeing 
their concurrence would act as the most power- 
All motive to induce the queen to uke all pos« 
sible c»e of their interests at the congress ; and 
he endeavoured to demonstrate, that Dunkirk, 
as a cautionary town, was a place of greater 
consequence to the allies than Quesnoy* The 
deputies desired he vrould delay his march five 
days, that they might have time to consult their 
prmcipals, and he granted three davs without 
besitatiott. Prince Eugene observeo, that his 
marching ofF with the British troops, and the 
foreigners in the queen's pay, would leave the 
aUies at the mercy of the enemy ; but he hoped 
these last would not obey die duke'is order. He 
Md the deputies had already tampered with 
their commanding officers, wno absolutely re- 
fused to obey the duke of Ormond, alleging that 
they could not separate from the confederacy 
^"^jl^^^ express directions from their masters, to 
'^^"jW* they had dispatched couriers. An extra- 

•'^'^ asscmbiy of the States was immediately 
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sununooed to meet at the Ha^ue. The ministers 
of the allies were invited to the conferences* At 
kngth, the princes whose troops were in the 

pay of Britam assured them, that they would 
maintain them under the command of prince 
Eugene for one month at their own ezpence, 
and afterwards sostaun half the charge, provided 
the other half should be defrayed by the em* 
peror and states-generaL 

14w The bishop of Bristol imparted to the 
other plenipotentiaries at Utrecht the eoiicet* 
sions which France would make to the allies; 
and proposed a suspension of arms for two. 
snositns, that they might treat in a friendly man- 
ner, and adjust the demands of all the confede* 
rates. To this proposal they made no other 
answer, but that they had no instructions on the 
subject* Count Zinaserdocf, the first Imperial 
plenipotentiary, presented a memorial to the 
states-general, explaining the danger that would 
result to the common cause from a cessation of 
arms ; and exhorting them to persevere in t)ieir 
generous and vigorous resolutions. He proposed 
a renewal of the alliance for recovering the 
Spanish monarchy to the house of Austria, and 
a certain plan for prosecuting the war with re^ 
doubled ardoun Prince Eugene, in order to 
dazzle the confederates with some bold enter- 
prise, detached major-general Grovestein witlx 
fifteen hundred cavalry to penetrate into the ' 
heart of France. This officer about the middle 
of June, advanced into Champagne, passed the 
Noire^ the Maese^ the MoseUe, and the Saary 
and retired to Traerbach with a rich booty, and 
a great number of hostages, after having ex- 
torted contributions as far as the gates of Metz^ 
ravaged the country, and reduced a great num- 
ber of villages ana towns to ashes. The con^ 
sternation produced by this irruption reached 

the city Ql Paris; the king of France^4id af^t 
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think hioMelf safe at VenaiUes with his ordinary 
Mardst adl the tfocps in the nei^boarhood of 
the capital were assembled about the palace* 
Villars sent a detachment after Grovestein, as 
sooQ as he understood his destination ; but the 
tflher had gained a day*8 march of the French 
troops, whkh had the mortification to follow 
him so close, that they found the flames still 
burning in the villages he had destroyed. By 
way of retaliation, major-general Pasteur, a 
Fmidi partisan, made an excnrsiOfi beyond 
Bergen-op-zoom, and ravaged the island of Tor- 
tola belonging to Zealand. 

15. The earl of Scraflford having returned to 
HoUand, proposed a cessation of arms to the 
states-general, by whom it was rejected. Then 
he proceeded to the army of the duke of Or- 
mond, where he arrived m a few days after the 
reduetion of Queshoy, the garrison of which 
were made prisoners of war on the fourth day 
of July. The officers of the forei^ troops had 
a second time refused to obey a written order of 
the duke ; and such a spirit of animosity began 
to prevail between the English and allies, that it 
was absolutely necessary to effect a speedy sepa- 
ration. Prince Eugene resolved to unaertake 
the siege of Landrecyi a design is said to have 
, 1>een formed by the German generals to confine 

the duke, on pretence of the arrears that were 
due to them ; and to disarm the British troops, 
lest they should join the French army* In tne 
mean time a literary correipondence waa maio* 
tained between the English general and the 
mareschal de Villars. France having consented 
to deliver up Dunkirk, a body of troops wals 
transported from England under the commanA 
of brigadier Hfll, who took possession of tte 
place on the seventh day of July; the French 
garrison retired to Winoxburg/ On the six- 
teenth of the same month prince £ugent maid^ 
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cd from his camp at Haspre, and was followed 
by all the auxiliaries in the British pajr, except a 
few battaliona of the troops of Hoisteio^Gottorp, 
and Walef*s regiment of dragoons^^belonging to 
the state of Leige. 

16. Landrecy was immediately invested ; while 
die duke of Ormondt with the English forces, 
retnoved from Chateau««Gambresis, and encamp-* 
ing at Avensne-le-Secq, proclaimed by sound of 
trumpet a cessation of arms for two months. On 
the same day the like armistice was declared ia 
the French army. The Dutch were so etaspe- 
rated at the secession of the English troops, that 
the governors would not allow the earl of Straf- 
ford to enter Bouch^ine, nor the British army to 
pass through Douay, though in that ttmn they 
had left a great quantity of stores, together with 
their general hospital. Prince Eug-ene and the 
. Dutch deputies, understanding that the duke of 
Ormond had begmi ids marc£. towards Ghent, 
began to be in pain for that city, and sent count 
Nassau Woodenburgh to him with a written 
apology, condemning and disavowing the con^ 
duct and commandants of Bouchatne andDouay ; 
but, notwithstanding these excuses, the English 
troops afterwards met with the same treatment 
at Toumay, Oudenarde, and Lisle : insults which 
were resented by the whole British nation. The 
duke, however, pursued his march, and took 
possession of Ghent and Bruges for the queen of 
England : then he reinforced the garrison of 
Dunkirk, which he likewise supplied with artil- 
lery and ammunition*' His conduct was no less 
agreeable to his sovereign, than mortifying to 
the Dutch, who never dreamed of leaving Ghent 
and Bruges in the hands of the English, and were 
now fairly outwitted and anticipated by the mo- 
tions and expedition of the British general. 

17. The loss of the British forces was soon se- 
verely fdlt in the aUied army* YiUars atucked 
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• •epante bodv of their f roop«i encamped at 

Cenain, under Uie command of the earl of Albe- 
marle. Their entrenchments were forced, and 
ieventeen battalions either killed or taken. The 
earl himself and all the surviving officers were 
made prisoners. Five hundred waggons loaded 
with bread, twelve pieces of brass cannon, a 
large quantity of ammunition and provisions^ a 
great number of horses, and considerable booty 
f^U into the hands of the enemy : this advantage 
they gained in sight of prince Eugene, who ad- 
vanced on the other side of the &:heldt to sua* 
lain Albemarle ; but the bridge over that river 
was broke down by accident; so that he was 

{prevented from lencung the lea^^t assistance. Vil- 
ars immediately invested Merchiennes, where 
the principal stores of the allies were lodged. 
The place was surrendered on the last day of 
July : and the garrison, consisting of five tnou* 
sand' men, were conducted prisoners to Valen- 
ciennes. He afterwards unclertook the siege of 
Douay ; an enterprise, in conseouence of which 
prince Eugene abandoned his aesign on Lan-* 
drecy,and marched towards the French, in order 
to hazard an enfl^agement. The States, however, 
would not run the risk; and the prince had the 
mortification to see Douay Ireduced by the ene- 
my. He could not even prevent their retaking 
Quesnoy and Bouchaine, of which places they 
were in possession before the tenth day of Octo- 
ber. ' The allies enjoyed no other compensation 
for their great losses, but the conquest of Fort 
Knocque, which was surprised by one of their 
partisans. 

18. The British ministers at the congress con^ 
thiued to press the Dutch and other allies to join 
in the armistice ; but they were deaf to the pro- 
posal, and concerted measures for a vigorous 
prosecution of the war. Then the earl of Straf* 
,ford insisted upon their adniittin|^ to the coiy- 
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gress the plenipotentiaries of king^ Philip ; but 
he found them equally averse to this expedient. 
Id the beginning of August, secretary St. John^ 
now created lord Ttscouiit BoUngbroke, was 
setit to the court of Versailles incognito, to, 
remove all obstructions to the treaty between 
England and France. He was accompanied by 
Mr« Prior, and the Abb^ Ouaitier, treated with 
the most iKstinguished marks of respect, caressed 
by the French king and the marquis de Tor(;y, 
with whom he adjusted the principal interests of 
the dnke of Savoy and the elector of Bayaria. 
He settled the tkne and manner of the renuncia- 
tion, and agreed to a suspension of arms by sea 
and land for four months between the crowns of 
France and England : this was accordingly pro- 
claimed at Bsris and London. The negotiation 
being finished in a few days, Bolingbroke re- 
turned to England, and Prior remained as resi- 
dent at the court of France. The states-general 
breathed nothing bnt war : the pensionary Hein- 
sius pronounced an oration in their assembly, 
representing the impossibility of concluding a 
peace without losing the fruits of all the blood 
and treasnre they tusd expended. The confer- 
ences at Utrecht were interrupted by a quarrel 
between the domestics of Menager and those of 
the count de Rechteren, one of the Dutch pleni- 

S^tentiaries. The populace insulted the earl of 
rafibrd and the marquis del Borgo, minister of 
Savoy, whose master was reported to have agreed 
to the armistice. These obstructions being re- 
moved, the conferences were renewed, and the' 
British plenipotentiaries exerted all their rhe* 
tone, both in public and private, to engage the 
allies in the queen's measures. At length the 
duke of Savoy was prevailed upon to acquiesce 
in the oflFers of France. Mr. Thomas Harley 
had been sent ambassador to Hanover, with a 
view to persuade the elector that it would be 
Vol. 1L Q 



1 



(..lyui^uu by Google 



338 ' HISTORY or fiJJGLAND. 1712« 

for his interest to co-operate with her nufesty ; 

but that prince's resolution was already taken. 
Whenever it shall please God (said he) to call 
me to the throne of Britain, I hope to act a« 
^ becomes me for the advantage of my people : 
in the mean time, speak to me as to a German 
prince, and a prince of the empire." Nor was 
she more successful in her ^deavours to bring 
over the king of Prossi^ to her semiments. In 
the mean time, lord Lexington was appointed 
ambassador to Madrid, where king Philip so- 
lemnly swore to observe the renunciation, which 
was approved and confirmed by the Cortea^ 
The like renunciation to the crown of Spain was 
afterwards made by the princes of France; and 
Philip was declared incapable of succeeding to 
the crown of that reajnu Th^ conn of Portu« 
gal held out against the remonstrances of Eng« 
land, until the marquis de Bay invaded that 
kingdom at the head of twenty thousand men, 
and undertook the sie^e of Campo-Major, and 
they found they had no longer any hope of being 
assisted by her Britannic majesty. The Portu- 
guese minister ajt Uuecht signed the suspension 
of arms on the seventh day of November, and 
excused t|iis step to the allies, as the pure effect 
of necessity. The English troops in Spain were 
ordered to separate from the army of count Sta- 
remberg, and march to the neighbourhood of 
Barcelona, where they were embarked on board 
an English squadron, commanded by sir John 
Jennings, and transported to Minorca. 

19. The campaign being at an end in the 
Netherlands, the duke of Ormond returned to 
England, where the party disputes were become 
more violent than ever. The vvhigs affected to 
celebrate the anniversary of the late kings birth- 
day, in JLondon, with extraordinary rejoicings. 
Mobs were hired by both factions; and the 
Whole city was filled with riot and uproar. A 
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ridiculous scheme was contrived to frighten the 
lord treasurer with some squibs in a band^box, 
which the ministers magnified into a conspiracy. 
The duke of Hamilton having been appoiuied 
ambassador-extraordinary to the court oi f rance^ 
the whigs were alarmed on the supposition that 
this nobleman favoured the pretender. Some 
dispute arisino: between the duke and lord Mo* 
hun, on the subject of a bw-suit, furnished a 
pretence for a quarrel. Mohun, who had been 
twice tried for murder^ and was counted a mean 
tool, as well as the hector of the whi^r party, sent 
a messa-Q^e by general Macartney to the duke, 
challenging him to single combat. The principals 
met by appointment in Hyde Park, attended by 
Macartney and colonel Hamilton. They fought 
with such fury, that Mohun was killed upon the 
8pot^ and the duke expired before he could be 
conveyed to his own hou^. Macartney disapi^ 
peared, and escaped in disguise to the continent. 
Colonel Hamilton declared upon oith before the 
privy-council, that when the principals engaged, 
he and Macartney followed their example; that 
Macartney was immediately disarmed ; but the 
colonel aeeing the duke fall upon his antajjfonist, 
threw aw?iy the swords, and ran to lift him up : 
that while he was employed in raisings the duke^ 
Macartney, having taken up one of the swords, 
stabbed his grace over Hamilton's shoulder, and 
retired immediately* A proclamation was issued, 
promisin)? a reward of five hundred pounds to 
those who should apprehend or discover Ma- 
cartney, and the dutchess of Hamilton offered 
three hundred pounds for the same [)urpose. 
The tories exclaimed against this event as a 
party»duel: they treated Macartney as a cow- 
ardly assassin ; and affirmed that the whig» had 
posted others of the same stamp all-round Hyde 
Park, to muidcr the duke of Hamilton, in case 

he had uiumphed over his antagomst, and es^ 
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caped the treachery of MacartMf « The whiga^ 
on the other hand, affirmed^ that it was altoge* 

ther a private quarrel ; that Macartney was en- 
tirely ionoceat of the perfidy laid to hU charge ; 
that he aCterararda aubmitted to a fair^ trials at 
which colonel Hamilton prevaricated in giving 
his evidence, and was contradicted bv the testi- 
nony ol divers persons who saw the combat at 
a distance. The duke of Marlborough, hearing^ 
himself accused as the author of those party 
mischieis, and seeing his enemies grow every day- 
more and more in»piacable, thought proper to 
retire to the continent, where he was followed 

by his dutchess. His friend Godolphin had died 
in September, with the general character of an 
aUe, cool, dispassionate minister^ who had ren- 
dered himself necessary to four successive so* 
vercigns, and managed the finances with equal 
skill and integrity. The duke of Shrewsbury 
was nominated ambassador to France, in the 
room e{ the duke of Hamilton : the duke d*A»« 
mont arrived at London in the same quality from 
the court of Versailles; and about the same time 
the queen granted an audience to the^ marquis de 
Monteleone, wb<»n Philip had appointed one ol 
his plenipotentiaries at the congress. . 

20. In vain had the British ministers in Hal land 
endeavoured to overcome the obstinacy of tbct 
states-general, by alternate threats, promises, and 
arguments. In vain did they represent, that the 
confederacy against f ranee could be no longer 
supported with any prospect of success : that the 
queen's aim had been to procure reasonable 
terms for her allies; but that their oppmsition to 
her measures prevented her from obtaining such 
conditions as she would have a m^ht to demand 
in their favour, were they unanimous in their 
coiMulutions. In November, . the earl of Straf- 
ford presented a new plan of peace, ia whida 
<iueen promised to insist ^fKm f raifeQe'is ce4-i 
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in^ to the 9tkt^ flit icky of Tmiftiay, atfd Mom 

other places which they could not expect to 
possess^ should she conclude a separate treaty. 
They now began to waver in their connci^i. 
The first transports of their resentment having 
subsided, they plainly perceived that the con- 
tinuation of the war would entail upon them a 
burden which they could not bear, especial^ 
aince the duke of Savoy and the king of Portugal 
had deserted the alliance : besides, they were stag- 
gered by the affair of the new barrier, so much 
more advantageous than that which France had 
proposed in the beginning of the conferences* 
TTiey were influenced by another motive ; name- 
ly, the apprehension of new mischiefs to the 
empire from the king of Sweden, whose affiura 
^seemed to take a favourable turn at the Ottoman 
• Porte, through the mtercession of the French 
monarch. The czar and king Augustus had 
penetrated into Pomerania : the king of Den- 
mark had taken Staden, reduced Bremen, an4 
hud Hamburgh under contribution ; but count 
Steeubock, the Swedish general, defeated the 
Danish army in Mecklenburg, ravaged Holstein 
"with great barbarity, and reduced the town of 
'Altena to ashes, llie^^rabd signor threatened 
to declare war against the czar, on pretence that 
he had not performed some essential ^irticles of 
the late peace ; but his real motive was an incli- 
nation to suppdrt the king of Sweden. This 
disposition, however, was defeated by a power- 
ful party at the Porte, who were averse to war. 
Otucrles, who still remained at Bender, was de» 
imed to teturn Yo his own kingdom , and ^rei 
to' irtiderstand, that the sultan #tliHP|W^cure 
him a safe passage. He treated the person who 
brought this imimation with\the most outrageous 
insolence} r^je(:te4 the^proposal; fortified his . 
house, and resolved to defend himself' to the last 
fcxtremity. JBeiog attacked by a considerable 
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body of Turkish forces, be and his attendants 
fooght with the most frantic i^alour. They sl«ir 
some hundreds of the assailams; but at UMk liie 
Turks set fire to the house: so that he was 
obliged to surrender himself and his followers, 
who were generally sold for slaves. He himself 
was conveyed under a strong guard to Adri^ft- 
ople. Meanwhile the czar landed with an army 
in f inland, which he totally reduced. Steenbock 
maintained Kimself in Tonningen until all his 
supplies were cut off; and then he was obliged 
to deliver himself and his troops prisoners of 
war. But this reverse was not foreseen when 
the Dutch dreaded a rupture between the Porte 
and the Muscovites^ and were ^ven to under- 
stand that the Turks would revive the troubles 
in Hungary. In that case, they knew the em- 
peror would recall fi;reat part of his troops from 
the Netherlands^ where the burdea of the war 
must lie upon their shoulders. After various 
consultations in their different assemblies, they 
came into the queen's measures^ and signed the 
tMurrier treaay, 

21. Then the plenipoteotiaries of the four as- 
sociated circles presented a remonstrance to the 
British ministers, at Utrecht, imploring the 
queen's interposition in their favour, that they 
anight not be> left in the miserable condition^ to 
which they had been reduced by former treaties* 
They were given to understand, that if they 
should not obtain what they desired, they thenn 
selves would be justly blamed as the autnors of 
their own disappointment: that they had been 
deficient in furnishing their proportion of troops 
and otJusM^ neces^^aries: and left the whole burden 
of the war to fall upon the queen and the States 
in the Netherlands: that when a cessation was 
judged necessary, they had deserted her majesty 
to follow the chimerical projects of prince Eu^ 

geoe; that while she prosecuted the war with 
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the utmost vigour, they had acted with coldness 
and indifierence but when she inclined to peace 

they began to exert themselves in prosecuting 
hostilities with uncommon eaperiiess: that, ne- 
"i^theless^ she would not abandon their interests, 
bttt endeavour to procure fur them as good con* 
ditions as their preposterous conduct would aU 
low her to demand. Even th^ emperor's pleni- 
polenttartes began to talk in more moderate 
terms. ZiiliieiidOf f declared that bis mastef was 
' very well disposed to promote a general peace, 
and no lonc^er insisted on a cession of the Span- 
ish mooareby to the house of Austria. Philip's 
niatstefs, together with those of Bavaria and 
Cologne, were admitted to the congrc\ss ; and 
now the plenipotentiaries of Britain acted as 
mediators for the rest of the allies* 

8S* The paciBcatiofi between France and Eng« 
land was retarded, however, by some unforeseen 
difficulties that arose in adjustmg the commerce 
and the limits of the countries posscmed by both 
nations in North America. A long dispute en« 
sued; and the duke of Shrewsbury and Prior 
held many conferencea with the French mi- 
siistryv'nl*Jength it was compronMsed^ though 
.not much to the advantage of Great Britain; 
and the English plenipotentiaries received an 
Older to sign a separate treaty* They declared 
to the 'minislera of th» other powers^ that they 
and some other plenipotentiaries were ready to 
sign their respective treaties on the eleventh day 
of AprtL Connt Zimsendorf endeavoured to 
> postpone thia transaction until he should be fur* 
nished with fresh instructions from Vienna; and 
even threatened that if the States should sign the 
peaoe contrary^ to hia desirei the emperor would 
immediacdy withdraw bis troops from the 
therlands. The ministers of Great Britain agreed 
with those of France, that his Imperial majesty 
^ vbottld bwre time to consider^ whethec hie would 
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or would not accept thd proposals; tmt tkis tiflUe 
waft extended no -farther tlian the first day of 
June; nor would th«y agree to a cessatioa of 
arms during thai: intervaL Meanwhtte the poMe 
with France was signed in different trealieflL by 
the plenipotentiaries of Great Britain, Savoy, 
Prussia, Portugal, and the stales-general. On 
the fourteenth da;f ci the month, the Brktsh pie- 
jupotentiaries delivered to count Zinzendorf, in 
writing, " Offers and demands of the French 
^ king for nakkig peace with the house of Am' 

tria and the empire/* Tiie iHHini aaA the mi- 
lusters of the German prbices exclaimed against 
the imolence of Franpet which had not even 
bestowed the t»tle of emperor on loseph ; bat 
\\ anted to impose terms upon themi with retaiian 
to the electors of Cologn and Bavaria. 

23. The treaties of peiice and commerce be- 
* tween England and Fra^ee beisi(; ratified by ^ 
queen of England, the parliament was assemlded 
on the Aiodm da^f of April* The queen told 
tiiem the treaty was signed* and that in a iew 
' days the ratificattOM would be esehanged^ She 
said, whyat she had done for the protestant suc- 
cession,, ^aod the perfect friendship subsisting be- 
tween htf Add the house of Hanovar, woald 
convince those who wiifaed well to both, wmd 
desired the quiet and safety of their country, 
liOw Tain all' attempts waei to divide thnm. She 
kft it enttrdy to tho^oufo^of commons -to detw- 
mine what force might be necessary for the ee- 
cueity of trade by sea, ^nd for guards and garri- 
ions. Mitke yourselves safe (aaid she), and I 

shall be ^tetiafied. JMwt 10 the protecfeion of 

the Divine Providence, I depend upon the 
** loyalty and affection of my people. I want no 
^ Dtner gitfurannee.'* She i:«comniended to their 
l>rofection those brave men who had oifKMltfd 
their lives in the service of their country, and 

could not be employed in time of peaces ^e 
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deiired thej would concert proper measures for 
casing the toreign trade of rlie kingdom, for im« 
proving and encouraging manufactures and the 
fishery, and for employing the hands of idle 
people. She expressed her displeasure at the 
scandalotM and seditious libels whieh had been 
lately published. She exhorted them to consider 
of new laws to prevent this hcentiousness, as 
well as for patting a stop to the impioas practice 
of dueliing. She conjured them to use their 
utmost endeavours to calm the minds of men at 
home, that the arts of peace might be cultivated; 
and that groundless jealousies^ contrived by a 
faction, and fomented by party-rage, might not 
efiect that which their foreign enemies could not 
accomplish. This was the language of a pious, 
candid, and benevolent sovereign, who loved 
her subjects with sr truly parental auction. The 
parliament considered her in that light. Each 
house presented her with a warm address of 
.thanks and congratulation, expressing, in parti«» 
cular, their inviolable attachment to the pro» 
testant succession in the illustrious house of 
Hanoven The ratifications of the treaty being 
exehanged, the peace was proclaimed oa the* 
fifth of May, with the usual ceremonies, to the 
inexpressible joy of the nation in general. It 
was about this ^period that the chevalier de St» 
Oeorge conveyed a primed remonstrance to the 
ministers at Utrecht, solemnly protesting against 
all that might be stipulated to his prejudice. The 
commons, in a second addr^s, had besought her 
majesry to communicate to ibe house in due 
time tne treaties of peace and commerce with 
f ranee; and now they were produced by Mr« 
Benson, chancellor of the exchequer.. 

£4. By the treaty of peace the French king 
obliged himself to abandon the pretender, and 
acknowledge the queen's title and the protcstant 

sttoteseioa^ to laae ihe foruficatioas of SuAkiih 
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within a limited time, on condition of receivinf^ 
aa tqiiiyalcnt ; to cede Newfoundland, Hudson'^ 
B^t and 8u Chmtophcr*^ to England ; but the 
FMlch wert leh m pommiwk of Cape Breton, 
and at liberty to dry their fish in Newfoundland. 
By the treaty of commerce a free trade waa ea» 
taoiithed, according to the tariflF of the year one 
tfaotttaai sia h u ndred and «sty*four, except in 
some commodities that were subjected to new- 
regulations in the year sixteen hundred and 
ninety*nine. li wat agreed, that no other dutiea 
ihould be impoied oo the productions of France 
imported into England than chose that were laid 
On the same commodities from other countries; 
awd, that commissartea should meet at Ijondon^ 
to* adjust all matters reilatiag to commefee; aa 
for the tariff with Spain, it was not yet finished. 
It was stipulated, that the emperor should possess 
the kingdom of Naples, the dutchy of Milan, and 
the Spanbh Metherlan^ : that the duke of Savoy 
should enjoy Sicily, with the title of kingx that 
the same title, witn the island of Sardinia, should 
be allotted to the elector of Bavaria, as aa in* 
demnifiraiion for his losses: that the stale»«go» 
neral should reilore Usle and its diapetidenciea: 
that Namur, Charleroy, Luxembourg, Ypres, and 
Newport should be added to the other places 
they already possessed in Ffamdeos^andi that the 
king of Prussia should ham Upper-^Mldre, in* 
lieu of Orange and the other states belonging to 
that family in Franche Compt^. The king of 
Portugal was satisfied ; and the £is( day of June 
was Med ut the {feriod of time grsnted to the 
emperor for consideration. 

25. A, day being appointed by the commons 
to deliberate upon the treaty of commerce, very 
ju^ and weighty objections were made to the 
eighth and mmh articles^ smpocting» that CSreat 

^•*^fi» and France should mutually enjoy all the 
privileges in trading with each other that fyt bf 
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granted to the most favoured nation ; and that no 
higher customs shottld be exaded from the com- 
modifies of Fnmee, ihua those that wese drawn 
from the same productions of any other people. 
The balance of trade having long* inclined to the 
side of France, severe duties had been laid oaaii 
the prodacdoos «ad maiiuiaetures of that kng^ 
dom, so as a]nKM to anount to a total prahaiaitioii* 
Some members observed, that by the treaty be- 
tween England and Portugal, the duties chuged 
upon the wines of that country were lower than 
4hO0e laid «poii the wines of P#anoo: thatdioiihl 

they now be reduced to an equality, the diiFer- 
ence of freight was so great, that the French 
wines would be foond nueh dieaper than those 
of Portugal ; and^ as they were more agreeable 
to the taste of the nation in general, there would 
be no market for the Portuguese wines in £ng^ 
«land : that should this be the case^ the English 
*i|ivoold lose their trade with Portugal, the most 
advantageous of any traffic which they now car* 
ried on ; for it consumed a great quantity of 
"their manufactures, and returned a yearly sum 
of nx hnndred thoosand pounds in gold. Mr. 
Nathaniel -GooMffbraderly governor of the Bank, 
affirmed, that as France had,$incethe revolution, 
encouraged woollen manufactures, and prepared 
at home several commoditits which form^fy 
they drew from England f to the Sn|fliih had 
learned to make silk stuffs, paper, and all manner 
of toys, formerly imported from France; by 
^wfasch means an iniaite nmober of anificete 
mert employed, and a yfmt iom anmiall^ •salved 

to the nation ; but these people would now be 
reduced to beggary, and that money lost again 
to the kingdom, should £Mnob GommodiMs Of 
the tame mod be imported under ordinary dti* 
t»es4 because labour was much cheaper in France 
than in England, consequently the British manti- 

factttf es wmM he iindmola ^md cuiAc4« tl^ 
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urged, that the ruin of the silk manufacture 
would be attended wkh another disadvantage. 
Gfeat qoaiidtits of wo(41en eioths were vended 
in Italy and Turkey, in consequence of the raw 
ailk which the English merchants bought up ia 
those countries; and, should the silk manufac- 
ture at home be lost, those markets for firitish 
coimniKUties would &i! of course. Others al- 
leged, that if the articles of commerce had beea 
settled before the English troops separated from 
those of the confederates^ the French king wcmld 
not ham presumed to insist upon such tenna, biK 
have been glad to comply with more moderate 
conditi(Mis. Sir William Wyndham reflected oa 
the late mini^ry^ for having n^lected to make 
an advantageous peace when it was in their 
power. He said that Portugal would always 
have ^occasion for the wooUen manufactures and 
the com of I^gland^ and be obliged to boy tfaem 
at all events. After a violent debate, the house 
resolved, by a great majjoriry, that a bill should 
be brought in to make good the eighth and 
ninth, arficles of the treaty of commerce witk 
France. Against these articles, however, the 
Portuguese minister presented a memorial, de- 
jelartng, that should the duties on French wines 
Ibe lowered to the same level with those that 
were laid on the wines of Portugal, his master 
would renew the prohibition of the woollen 
manufactures, and other products of Great Bri» 
tstin. Indeed, all the trading part of the iia» 

tion exclaimed against the treaty of commerce, 
which seems to have been concluded in a hurry^ 
before the ministers fully understood the nature 
of the sofafect This precipitation was owing 
to^the fears that their endeavours after peace 
would miscarry, faom the intrigues of the whig 
faction, and ibie obstinate opposttioaof the conf 

lederates. 

' conwwms haying granted aa aid of 
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two ftbUUngs in the pound, proceeded to renew 
the duty on malt for another year, and extended 
this tax to the whole island, notwithstanding the 

warm remonstrances of the Scouish members, 
who represented it as a burden which their 
cmmtry could not bear. They insisted upon an 
express article of the union, stipulating*, that no 
duty should be laid on the malt in Scotland dur- 
ing the war, which they affirmed was not yet 
finished) inasmuch as the peace with Spain had 
not bwn proclaimed. During the adjourntnent 
of the parliament, on account of the Whitsun- 
holidays, the Scots ot both houses, laying aside 
all party distinctions, met and deliberated on 
this subject. They deputed the duke of Argyle^ 
the earl of Mar, Mr. Lockhart, and Mn Cockp 
burn, to lay their grievances before the queen. 
They represented, that their countrymen bore 
with impatience the violation of sotae articles of 
the onion ; and that the imposition of such an 
insupportable burden as the malt-tax would in 
all probability prompt them to declare the union 
dissolved 1 be queen, alarmed at this remon*- 
etrance, answereo, that she wished they might 
not have cause to repent of such a precipitate 
resolution; but she would endeavour to make all 
things easy. On the first day of June^ the earl 
of Fiodlatery in the house of peers, represented 
that the Scottish nation was aggrieved in many 
instauces: that they were deprived of a privy- 
eouncil, and subjected to the English laws in 
cases of treason : that their nobles were render- 
ed incapable of beings created British peers ; and 
that now they were oppressed with the insup- 
portable buraen of a malt-tax, when they had 
reason to expect they should reap the benefit of 
peace t he therefore moved, that leave might be 

given to bring in a bill for dissolving the union, 
and securing the protestant succession to the 
jboMte pf Hanover. Lord jiortk and Grey 
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firmed, that the complaints of the Scots were 
l^roaiidieM; that this dissohition af the uokm 
impracticable; and he made some sarcastic 
flections on the poverty of that nation. He was 
answered by the earl of Eglintcm, who admitted 
the Scou were poor, and tMrefore unable to pay 
the malt'tax. The earl of Hay, among other 
pertinent remarks upon the union, observed, that 
when the treaty was made, the Scots took it for 
granted, that the parliamient of Great Britain 
would never load ihem with any imposition that 
they had reason to believe grievous. The earl 
of Feterborough compared the union to a matw 
riage. He said, that though England, who must 
be supposed the husband, might in some instances 
prove unkind to the lady, she ought not imme* 
diately to sue for ft divorce^ the nther because 
she had very much mended her fortune by the 
match. Ilay replied, that marriage was an ordi- 
nance of God, and the union no more than a 
political expedient* The other affirmed^ that the 
contract could not have been more solemn, un- 
less, like the ten commandments, it had come 
from heaven : he inveighed against the Scots, aa 
a people that woirfd n^r'be satisfied: that 
"would have all the advantages resulting^ from 
the union, but would pay notning by their good 
^riU^ although they had received more money 
from England than the amount of aH their es- 
tates. To these animadversions the duke of Ar« 
gyle made a very warm reply. " I have been 
reflected on by some people ^said he) as if I was 
disgusted, ana had changed sides r but 1 despise 
their persons, as much as I undervalue their 
judgment." He urged, that the malt-tax in Scot- 
land was like taxing land by the acre throughout 
England, because land tiras wordi five pouiMS an 

neighbourhood of London, and would 
™t xetch so many shillings in the remote coun- 

la like xnannert Englisli malt vm 
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valued at four times the price of that which was 
made in Scotland: therefore, the tax in thi& 
country must be leiried by a r^meiit of dra« 
groonst He owned he had a great share in mak« 
iug the union, with a view to secure the protes- 
tant succession^ but he was now satisfied this end 
might be answered as effectually if the union was 
dissolved ; and, if this step should not be taken, 
he did not expect long to have either property- 
left in Scotland, or liberty in England, All the 
vhig members voted for the dissolution of that 
treaty which they had so eagerly promoted; 
while the tories strenuously supported the mea- 
sure against which they had once argued with 
such vdiemence. In the course of the debate* 

the lord-treasurer observed, that although the 
malt tax were imposed, it might be afterwards 
remitted by the crown. The earl of Sunderland 
expressed surprise at hearing that noble lord 
broach a doctrine which tended to establish a 
despotic dispensing power, and arbitrary go- 
Wfjuuenc Oiford replied, his family bad oever 
been fiunous, as some others had been, for pro- 
moting and advising arbitrary measures. Sun« 
derland, considering this expression as a sarcasm 
levelled at the memory of his father, took occa- 
sicm to vindicate his conduct, adding, that in those 
days the other lord*8 faraily was hardly known. 
Much violent altercation was discharged. At 
length the motion for the bill was rejected by a 
small majority, and the malt-bill afterwards pass* 
^d with great dilFiculty. 

27* Another bill being brought into the house 
of cominons, for rendering the treaty of com- 
merce effectual, such a number of petitions were 
delivered against it, and so many solid arguments 
advanced by the merchants who were examined 
on the subject, that even a great number of torf 
members were convinced of the bad consequence 
i^ would .proidLuce to trade, and voted agaiubi the 
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ministry on this occasion; so that the bill wa» 
rejectea by a majority of aine voices* At the 
game time, however, the house agreed to an 
address thanking her majesty for the great eare 
she had taken of the security and lionour of her 
kingdoms in the treaty of peace; as also for 
having laid so good a foundation for the interest 
of her people tn trade. They likewise besought 
h^r to appoint commissioners to treat with those 
of France, for adjusting such matters as should 
be necessary to be settled on the subject of com- 
merce, that the treaty might be explained and 
perfected for the good and welfare of herpeople. 
I'hc queen interpreted this address into a iull ap- 
probation of the treaties of peace and commerce, 
and thanked them accordingly in the warmest 
terms of satisfaction and acknowledgment. The - 
commons afterwards desired to know what equi- 
valent should be given for the demolition of 
Dunkirk; and she gave them to undwstand, that 
this was already in the hands of his most chri»» 
tian majesty : then they besought her that she 
would not evacuate the towns of Flanders that 
were in her possession, until those who were 
entitled to the sovereignty of the Spanish Mo- 
therlands should agree to such articles for regu- 
lating trade as might place the subjects of Great 
Britain upon an equal footing with those of any 
Other nation. The queen made a favourable an- 
swer to all their remonstrances. Such were the 
steps taken by the parliament during this session 
with relation to the famous treaty of Utrecht, 
against which the whigs exclatmea so violent I v, 
that many well-meaning people believed it would 
be attended with the immediate ruin of the king- 
dom; yet under the shadow of this very treaty. 
Great Britain enjoyed a long term of peace and 
tranqutlliry. Bishop Burnet was heated wi^ aoa 
enthttiiasttc terror of the house of Bourbcai. He 
declared to the ^ueea in private^ that apy Uf aty 
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by wluch Spain and the West^Iiuiies were left kk 
.the haflds of kxag Philip, xBStt in a Iktle lime 
deliver all Europe into the hands of France: that, 
if any such peace was made, the queen was be- 
tT2afedf and the people roraed : that in less than 
three yeara «he wouM be vMrdered^ and the fires 
' would blaze again in Smithfield. This prelate 
lived to.«ee his prognostic disappointed ; there- 
fore he in%ht have avppreiied tfaU aaeodoie 4if 
his "Own ccnnittot* 

J28. On the twenty-fifth day of June, the queen 
signified, in a meisage to the house of commons, 
tluit her civil Uil was hwdened with snme debts 
incurred bv several articles €>f extradniinary ei* 
pence; ana that she hoped thev would empower 
.her tQ laisa such a sum of money upon the funds 
for that proviiion, as mwHd he sufiUaeiit to 4is* 

charge the incumbrances, which amounted to five 
hundred thousand pounds. A bill was immedi- 
atdly prepared for;taisiag this sum on the crtii* 
U»t Mvmae, and fAssed tliiwigh both howies 
with some difficulty. Both lords and commons 
addressed the queen concerning the chevalier de 
St« George> who had repaired toXiOrratw* Thc^ 
desired she tpiiirid piMs the dvrto of that name, 
and all the princes and states in amity with her, 
to ex)du€le ftrom ibeir dominions the pretender to 
the smperiatfcrowtt of* Great Britain* A public 
thanksgiving for the peace was appointed and 
celebrated with great solemnity; and on the 
sixteenth day of July the qaeen closed the session 
with a^ speech wlndi wss not at fltl afreeabie «o 

the violent whigs, becauise it did not contain one 
word about the pretender and theprotestant sue- 
cession* From these omissions they concluded^ 
-that the dictates of nat ntul aflection had biassed 

her in favour of the chevalier de St, George. 
Whatever sentiments of tenderness and compas- 
sion she might feel for that nnfortunate exile, 

tlq»«elBiiifi^Nlgedaott Of her own fii^eri it dots 
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not appear that she ever entertained a thought 
of aUering the succeaftioa as by law established^ 
The lenn of fiacheverel*s suftpeimon bemgf ex- 
pired, extraordinary rejoicings were made upon 
the occasion* He was desired to preach before 
the house of conunoiisi who thanked him for his 
sermon ; and the qiieeo promoted him to the 

rich benefice of St Andrew's, Hotbom. On the 
other haad the duke d'Aunumt^anibassadcu: from 
France^ was insulted by the populace. Scurrilous 
bftUads were publishea against him both in the 
English and French languages. He received 
divers anoaymoiis letters, containing threau of 
setting fire to his house, which was acconlingljr 
biirnM to the ground, though whether by acci* 
dent or design he could not well determine. 
Xii&e magistracy of Dunkirk, having sent a de* 
iputation with an address to the queen, humbly 
imploring her majesty to spare the port and 
harbour of that town, and representing that 
they might be usd^l to her owa sitbjects, the 
memonul was. ^pritited anyd dispersed, and the 
arguments it .contained were answered and re- 
futed by Addison, Steele, and Maynwaring. 
Commissioner^ were sent to see the iofrtiii cations 
of Dunkirk demolished* Thev were acscordingiy 
rased to the ground ; the haroour was filled up; 
and the duke d'Aumont returned to Paris ia the 
month of No:i^emher« The queen, by her remoii* 
strances to the court of Versailles, had procured 
the enlargement of one hundred and thirty-six: 
protestants from the gaUies; understanding af- 
terwards that as many- more were detained on 
the same account, she made such appUcation to 
the French ministry, that they too were released. 
Then she appointed general Ross her envoy-^ex* 
traordinary to the kii^ of Fraoce, 

894 ^ T^he dnke of Shrewsbury being nominated 
* lord lieutenant of Ireland, assembled the parlia- 

«^t of th#t kiugdom on the * weoty-fifth day of 
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November, aad found the two .houses stili at 
variance^ on the opposite pcindplea of whig and 

tory, Allan Broderick being chosen speaker of 
the commons, they ordered a bill to be brought 
in, to attasiic the pretender and all hi$ adherents. 
They prosecuted £dward Lloyd, for publishing 
a book Entitled, Memoirs of the chevalier dc 
St. George;" and they agreed upon an address 
. to the queen, to remove from the chancellorship 
'^sir Constantine Phipps, who had connifosmced 
the lories of that kingdom. The lofds, how^ 
ever, resolved, that chancellor Phipps had, in his 
several stations, acquitted himself with honour 
and integrity* The two houses of convocation 
presented an address to the same pur|x>se. The^ 
likewise complained of Mr. Molesworth, for 
having insulted them, by saying, when they ap- 
peared in the castle of Dubkut They that havpe 
. turned the world upside down are come hither 
•*also;" and he was removed from the privy- 
council. The duke of Shrewsbury received 
orders to prorogue this parliament, which was 
•divided against itself, and portended nothing but 
-domestic broils. Then he obtained leave to re- 
turn to England, leaving chancellor Phipps, with 
. the archbiMiop of Armagh andTuam, justices of 
^die kingdom. 

30. I'he parliament of England had been dis« 
solved ; and the elections were managed in such 
A Qianner as to^retain the legislative power in the 
bands of the tories ; but the meeting of the new 
parliament was delayed by repeated prorogations 
to the tenth day of December ; a delay partly 
owing to the queen's mdispositibn ; and partly 
to the contests among her ministers. • Qiford 
, and fiolingbroke ^ere competitors for power, 
and rivals in reputation for ability. The trea- 
surer's parts were deemed the more solid ; the 
secretary's more shining; but both ministers 
^wereaspiringaQd wibitipiiSv The first ^as b«9t 
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iipcm maintaining the firn rank io the adminis* 
tratfam^ ^wiiieh he hsMl pMsewed liiice the iwroitt- 

tion in the ministry ; the other disdained to act 
as a subaltern to the man whom he thought he 
excelled in femmf and equalled in importance. 
Thef hcgan to form separate eabalt, and adopt 
different principles. Bolingbroke insinuated 
himself into the confidence of lady Masham, to 
whom Oaicird had given some cause of disgust* 
Bj eonnaaoicatTon be gained ground in the 
good opinion of his sovereign, while the trea- 
surer lost it in the same proportion. Thus she 
who had been the author of his elevation, was 
Mm nted as the iiiimifiieAt 0f his disgraee. 

<^ueen was sensibly affected with these dissen- 
aions, which she interposed her advice and 
anthorityi by tarm^ to appease j but their ina« 
^Mnd aahSMtty cctttinoea to mikle under 
exterior accommodation. The iiiterest of Bo- 
lingbroke was powerfully supported by sir Simon 
Harcourt^ the ehancell^r. sir WilHam WyndhlUBy 
«M 'Mr. Mimm^ Sitnfi^ OlfMi l^f eeived 
his own influence was on the wane, and began 
to think of retirement. Meanwhile the earl of 
Peterborough wan anpoiaied ambassador to the 
Idfif 4df Sftily; Mfed «ee tmt for tSiria. The 

queen retired to Windsor, where she was seized 
with a very dangerous inflammatory feven The 
hopes of the jacobires vinbly iwe: the publsc 
ttta^B inmiedaitely Ml ; ar fremr vaftiras tnade 

Upon the bank, the directors of which were 
overwhelmed with constemadon, which was titt 
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the danger that threatened the public credit. 
The ^ueen being made ac^aiilted with dieie 
oecurrences, rigded a letter to «ir Samuel Si«cer, 
wd-mayot of London, declaring, that now she 

Was recovered of her late mdiapoaitioai the 
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and opea the parliament on the sixteenth day of 
febmary. This iatimadon she Mat to her kmng* 
subjects of the dty of London, to the intent that 
all of them, in their several stations, might dis« 
countenance those malicious rumouirs, ^iread by 
evil-minded personsi to the prejudice of c^edU^ 
and the inmiinent haxard of the public peace 
and tranquillity. The queen's recovery, together 
with certain intelligence that the armament was 
a phantom, and the pretender siiil in IXMrrame, 
fadped to assuage the fennent of the nation^ 
which had been industriously raised by party- 
writings, Mr. Richard Steele pubUshed a per- 
formance, intitled, The Crisis,** m defence of 
the revolution and the protestant establishment, 
and enlarging upon the danger of a popish suc- 
c^ior. On the other hand, the hereditary right 
to the crown ot England was asserted in a largo 
volume, supposed to be written with a view to 
pave the wdy for the pretender's accession. One 
Bedford was apprehended, tried, convicted, and 
severely pnmshed, as the publisher of thie 
titeatiie. 

31. While England was harassed by these in* 
testine commotions, the emperor, rejecting the 
terms of peace proposed by France, resolved to 
maintain the war at his own expence, with tine 
assistance of the empire. His forces oa the 
Rhine conunanded by prince Eugene, were so 
much outnumbered by the Fr^ch under ViUarS| 
diat they eooid not prevMt the enemy from re« 
ducing the two important fortresses of Landau 



the death of queen Anne, or that of Louis XIV» 
would produce an alteration in Europe that 

might be favourable to his interest ; and he de* 
pended upon the ccHiduct and fortune of prince 
Eugene for some lucky event in war. But find'^ 
ing himOi disappoitttaid ia all tbese tfxpeeta* 



and Fribourg. His Imperial 




hoped that 



Digitized by 



358 HISTORY OF BN6 LAND. I? IS* 

tions, and absolutely unable to smpport the 
eqpeace of aootber campaign, he hearkened to 
weratm of peace that were made by the eiee- 
tori of Cologne and Palatine ; and coiifereBees 
1»we opened at the castle of Al-Rastadt, between 
prince Eugene and mareschal de Villars, on the 
l;;Mreatj-8ixth day of November* in the begins 
titng of Sebmary these ministers separated^ with- 
out seeming to have come to any conclusion' f 
hut ail the articles being settled between the twa 
Couitsiof ViemEia and VersaiUes; they met again 
the flatter end of the month: the treaty wae 
signed on the third day of March ; and orders 
were sent to the governors and commanders oa 
both ndes to desist from all hostilities. By this 
tfeaty, the French king yielded to the emperor ' 
old Brissac, with all its dependencies, Fribourg, 
the forts in the Brisgau and Black Forest, toge- 
ther with Fort KheL He efigaged to demolish 
the fortifications opposite to Hunii^fent the fort 
of Sellingen, and all between that and Fort 
Louis* The town and fortress of Landau were 
ceded to the king of France, who acknowledgedr 
the elector of Hanover. The electors of Bava^ 
iria and Cologne were restored to all their digni- 
ties and dominions. The emperor was put in' 
immediate possession of the Spanish Netherlands^ 
and the king of Prussia was permitted to retain 
the high quart^ers of Guelders. Finally, the con« 
tractinp pnrties agreed that a congress should be 
opened on the iyrst ot May, at Baden m Switzer-^ 
luid, for tecaiinatiiig att difFerences; and prince 
Eugene and m«ire&chal de Villars were appointed 
their first plenipotentiaries, 

d2« The ratificritions of the treaty between 
Great Britain and Spain being eichanged, the 
peace was proclaimed on the first day of Mareh^ 
m London ; and the articles were not disagree- 
able to the English nation. The kingdoms of 

i^raoce and Spain we«c separated for ever* FU* 



Digitized by Google 



lip acknowledged the protestant succession, and 
renounced the preceoder* He agreed to a ra« 
jMwal of the trealy of oavigalicm aod commerce 
concluded in the year one thousand six hundred 
aad sixty •seven. He granted an exclusive privi- 
l^;e to the Snghah for fucmahtng the Spanwb 
West^Iodies with negroes, siccoiding to the 
assiento * contract. He ceded Gibraltar to Eng- 
Iund^ as well as the island of Minorca, on condi* 
tioD that the Spaniah inhabitaats sbovdd enjov 
their estates and religion. He obliged himself 
to grant a full pardon to the Catalonians, with 
the possession of all their estates, honours, aod 
IMrhriiegesy and to yield the kingdcmi of Sicily to 
the duke of S^oy. The new parliament was 
opened by commission in February, and sir Tho- 
xoaa Hanmer was chosen speaker of the house of 
commons* On the second day of March, the 
queen being carried in a sedan to the house of 
lords, signified to both houses, that she had ob« 
tained an honourable and advantageous peace 
for her omn people, and for the greatest part of 

her allies; and she hoped her interposition might 
prove effectual to complete the settlement of 
Emofe. She observed, that some persons had 
been so malicious as to insinuate that the pro* 
testant succession, in the house of Hanover, was 
in danger under her government ; but that those 
^ho endeavoured to distract the minds of metf 
with imaginary dwgers could only mean to dis* 
turb the public tranquiUity* She said, that after 
all she had done to secure the religion and tiber« 
ties of her people, she could not mention snch 
proceedings without some degree of warmth; 



♦ The assiento contract stipulated that from the first 
day of May, 1713, lo the first May, 1743, the company 
should transport into the West«Indies, one hundred forty* 
tour UiousHQd nefroes, at the rate of tour thousand eignt 
ho n d r c d scsroes a year; and pay for .eacb negro^thiftsr* 
^msjAeces of eight sad oae ttWt inMl fei atttoarsl 
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and she hoped her parliament would agree with 
iier^ that attempts ta weaken her autboritjr, cur to 
render the poneiriott the. erawn vneaey to 
her, could never be proper means to strengthen 
the protestant succession. Affectionate addresses 
were p^seated by the lords, the commonsy aad 
tke coovQcadon; but the ill humoiHr of party 

still subsisted, and was daily inflamed by new 
pamphlets and papers. Steele, supported by 
Addtsoft and; Halifax, appeared in the ftont of 
those veho drew their pens in deiisnce of whip 
principles^ and Swift was the champion of the 
ministry. . 

89. The earl of What toa eomplMoed in the 
hDiise of loids of a fibeU intitled, The pabiie 

•* spirit of the whigs set forth in their generous 
encouragement of the wthor of the Crisis*** 
It was a sarcastic peif omnnee, •impnted to ionl 
Bolingbroke and Swift, interspersed with severe 
reflections upon the union, the Scottish nation, 
"^and the duke of Argyle in particular. The lord* 
treasmrer disdauned att knowledge of theati^hor^ 
and readily concurred in an order for taking 
into custoay John Morphew, the publisher, as 
well as John Barber, primer «Mf the ganette^ from 
whose house the eoptes were brooght to Mbt^ 
phew. The earl of Wharton said it highly con- 
cerned the honour of that august assembly, to 
find out the villain who was author of that falsi 
and scandalous ltbdi9 that jostko ni%ht be dme 
to the Stottish nation. He moved, that Barber 
and his servants might be examined; but, n^ 
day, the eacl of Mar, one of the secretariee of 
state^ declared, that, in pannaace to her majesty^ 
command, he had directed John Barber to be 
prosecuted. Notwithstaodkig this interpositioD, 

which was calculated to tereeo the ofienders, die 
lords presented an address, beseeching her ma« 

to issue out her royal proclamation, pro- 
nusing a reward to any person who should 
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discoT^ the autbor of the libel, which they con- 
ceived to be false, malkiotit^ and factioas, l^ighlr 
dishonourable and scandalous to her majesty s 
wbjects of Scoilaad, most injurious to her ma- 
jentj^ and tendiog^io the ruin of the constitution. 
In compliance with their request, a reward of 

three Imndred pounds was offered; but the 
author remained safe from all detection. 

S4. The commons havinep granted tlie suppii^f 
ordered a btU to be brought in for securing the 
freedom of parliaments, by limiting the number 
of officers in the house of commons, and it pass- 
ed through both houses with little difficulty^ In 
March, a complaint was made of several scan* ^ 
dalous papers, lately published, under the name 
of Richard Steele, esquire, a member of the 
house. Sir William Wyndham observed, tluit 
some of that author's writings contained inso- 
lent, injurious reflections on the queen herself, 
aad were dictated by the spirit of rebellion* 
Steele was ordered to attend in his place : some 
paragtaphs of his works were read; and he 

answered them with an affected air of self-con- 
iidence and unconcern. A day being appointed 
for his trial, he acknowledged the writings, and 
entered into a more circumstantial defence. He 
was assisted by Mn Addison, general Stanhope, 
and Mr. Walpole ; and attacked by sir William 
Wyndham, Mr. Foley, and the attomey-generaL 
Wnatever could be urged in his favour was but 
little regarded by the majority, which voted, 
, that two pamphlets, intitled, " I'he Englishman, 
^and the Crisis," written by Richard Steele, 
esquire, were scandalous and seditious libels; 
and that he should be expelled the house of 
commons. 

35. The lords, taking into consideration the 
state of the nation, resolved upon addresses to 

the queen, desiring they might knew what steps- 
bad been taken for rjemoving the pretender froav. 
Vol. II. R 

ft 
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tkr domimons of the duke of Lorraine : that ahe' 
mmld imfwt to diem a detail <if the negatisb^ 
twmB lot poaoey a wmiuA of the inslmm whtck* 

had been made in favour of the Catalans, and an 
account of the monies |^auled parliamfnt 
OBca the year one f^^mmaiii $enn wndred aod 
tCB^toearry on the mm in Spain and Portugfal. 
They afterwards agreed to other addresses, be-' 
seeching^ her majmyto lay before thrai the debta 
ud 9t«tt of the naFf, ne pannidar writs of 
Noli Pipose^t granted mie^ her aecenion fie the 
throne, and a list of such persons as^ notwith- 
standing sentence of outlavi^ or attainder^ had 
obtained ticenses to return into CSteat Sfitam, or 
other of her majestyV dominions^ since the revop» 
Intion. Having voted an application to the 
queen in behstf of the distressed Catalans, the 
house adjoomed itsdf to the ksrdayof Mweh» 
As the minds of men had beai artliiUy irritated ^ 
by false reports of a design undertaken by' 
f ranee in behalf of the pretender, the ambae* 
eeior of that crown at the Hagne^ diso^i^ned it 
in a public paper, by command of his most 
christian majesty. The suspicions of many people, 
however, had been too deeply planted by the 
arts and snstnuations of the whig leaders^ to be 
eradicated by this or any other deeforation ; «fd' 
what served to rivet their apprehensions, was a 
total removal of the whigs from all the employi* 
nienis, eivil and notary, which they had hitherco 
retained. These were now bestowed npon pnv 
fessed tories, some of whom were attached at 
bottom to the supposed heir of blood. At a 
time when the queen^s views were malicioiiriy 
misrepresented : when the wheeb of her goirem- * 
ment were actually impeded, and her servants 
threatened with pr^ription by a powerful, tur- 
bulent, and implacable facdon ; no wonder that 
she discharged the partisaw of thtt fection from 
b«r ieri^, and filled their places with those 
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who were distinguished hy a wann affe^^km t& 
the home of Stuan, and by a submittixpe retpeet 
for the regal authority. Those were stepa 

which her own sagacity must have suggested ; 
and which her xntniscers would naturally advise, 
as nepMary for their #wit prtig rvalfam ^ Tbm 
wlrigs-wcareail in eoanmrttto ii^ either zppr^kenif* 
ing or affecting to apprehend, that a design was 
formed to secure the pretender's succession to 
the throne of Great Britain. Their chielii heM 
eecret eonaltations with baron Schnte^ the re^ 
sident from Hanover. They communicated their 
observations to the elector: they received his 
jMtmeticMis: they maintained a corre^ondenee 
with the d^ke of Mariborough ; and they con-> 
certed measures for opposing all efforts that 
might be made against the protestant succession 
i^n the death of the queen, whose health was 
hf this time so much impaired^ that every week 
was believed to be the last of her life. This 
conduct of the whigs was resolute, active, and 
VVOuld have been laudable, had thor seal been 
conllned within the bounds of truth and mode^ 
ration ; but they, moreover, employed all their 
arts to excite and encourage the fears and jea* 
fonsies of the people* 

86. The house of peers resounded with de* 
bates upon the Catalans, the pretender, and the 
danger that threatened the protestant succession. 
Wim respect to the Catalonians, they represent-* 
ed, that Great Britain* had prevailed upon them 
to declare for the house of Austria, with promise 
of support; and that these engagements ought to 



blared, that the queen had used all her endea^ 

vours in their behalf; and that the engagements 
with them subsisted no longer than king Charles 
nrided in Spain. They agreed, however, to an 
address, acnoiriedging hermajjesty's endeavours 
in farour of tl^e Catalans, aad lei^uesting ehe 



ha're been made good. 




Digitized by Google 



S64 HISTOaY OF £JNGLANJ>. 1714. 

« 

would continue her interposition in their behalf. 
With ref^pect to the pretender, the whig lords 
expressed nuch 9l spirit of persecution and ran- 
corous hate, as would have disgraced the mem* 
bers of any, even the lowest assembly of chris- 
tians. Not contented with hunting him from 
one country to another, they seemed eagerly 
bent upon extirpating him from the face of the 
earth, as if they had thought it was a crime in 
him to be born. The earl of Sunderland de- 
clared, from the information of the minister of 
Lorraine, that, notwithstanding the appfication 
of both houses to her majesty, during the last 
session, concerninof the pretender's being re- 
moved from Lorraine, no instances had yet been 
made to the duke for that purpose. JLord Bo- 
lingbroke affirmed that he himself had made 
those instances, in the queen's name, to that very 
minister before his departure from England* 
The earl of Wharton proposed a question; 
Whether the protestant succession was in 
danger under the present administration ?** A 
warm debate ensued, in which the archbishop of 
York and the earl of Anglesey joined, in the op* 
position to the ministry. Tne earl pretended 
to be convinced and converted by the arguments 
used in the course of the debate. He owned he 
had given his assent to the cessation of arms, for 
which he took shame to himself, asking pardon 
of God, his country, and his conscience. He 
affirmed, that the honour of his sovereign, and 
the good of his country, were the rules of his 
actions; but that, without respect of persons, 
should he jfind himself imposed upon, he durst 
pursue an evil minister from the queen's closet 
to the Tower, and from .the Tower to the scaffold* 
This ecu aversion, however, was much more owing 
to a full persuasion, that a ministry divided 
against itaeif could not long subsist, and that the 

'votestattt succeswoa was formiy secured* He 
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therefore resolved to make a merit of withdraw^ 

ing himself from the interests of a tottering ad* 
xtiinistration, in whose ruin he mi^ht be involved. 
The duke of Argyle charged the ministers with 
maUadmintstratton, both within those walls and 
without : he offered to prove that the lord-trea^ 
surer had y^iirly remitted a sum of money to the 
Highland clans of Scotland^ who were known to 
be entirely devoted to the pretender* He afiBrm^ 
ed that the new-modelling of the army, the prac- 
tice of disbanding some regiments out of their 
turn, and removing a great number of officers, 
on account of their affection to the house of 
Hanover, were clear indications of the ministry's 
designs: that it was a disgrace to the nation to 
see men who had never looked an enemy in the 
face, advanced to the posts of several brave offi- 
cers, who, »after they had often exposed their 
lives for their country, were now starving in 
prison for debt, on account of their pay being 
^detained. The treasurer, laying his hand upon 
his breast, said, he had, on so many occasion?, 
given such signal proofs of affection to the pro- 
testant succession, that he was sure no mem- 
ber of that august assembly did call it in ques- 
tion. He owned he had remitted, for twa or 
three years past, between three and four thou- 
sand pounds to the Highland clans; and he hoped 
the bouse would^ give him an opportunity to 
clear his conduct in that particular : with respect 
to the refgrmed officers, he declared he had. 
given orders for their being immediately paid. 
The protestant succession was voted out of 
danger by a small majority. 

S7. Lord Halifax proposed an address to the 
queen, that she would renew her instances for 
.the speedy removing the pretender out of I^or- 
raine ; and that she would, in conjunction with 
the states-general, enter into the guarantee of 
the protestant accession in the house of Hano- 
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ver. The earl of Wharton moved, that in the 
addreo her majesty should be desired to issue a 
praclansaUoD, promisini^ a reward to any perMn 
who should apprehend the pretender dead or 
alive. He was seconded by the duke of Bolton; 
and the house agreed that an address shoaid lie 
presented. When it was reported by the coi 
mittee, lord North and Grey expatiated upon the 
2>airl>arity of setting a price on any one's head : 
lie prated it was an encoiu:agem«iic to aurder 
and assassination; contrary to the precepts cf 
Christianity ; repugnant to the law of nature and 
fiations ; inconsistent with the dignity of such an 
littgust ^sembly, and with the honour of n nap 
tion fained for lenity and mercy. He was su^ 
ported by lord Trevor, who moved that the 
reward would he promised for apprehending 
and bringing the pretender to Justicet in case he 
should famd, or attempt to land in Great Britam 
or Ireland. The cruelty of the first clause was 
aealously supported and vindicated by the lords 
Cowper aod HaUfaxt ^lut bythis time the ead 
iof Anglesey atid sona others, who had abaadoo- 
ed the ministry, were brought back to their 
former principles, by promise of profitable em- 
ployments ; aiid the mkigation was adopted by a 
Jnajorky of ten ^rokeSi To this address^ wfakh 
was delivered by the chancellor and the whig 
lords only, the queen replied in these words: 
My lords, it would be a r«ed stmngtheiiia|^ to 
the ^uccesstoa in the house of iunover, as 
^ well as a support to my government, that an 
^< end were put to those groundless tears and 
jealousies which have been so industfioiisly 
promoted. I do not at dm tiort s^ aily. oeca- 
^ sion for such a proclamation. Whenever I 
judge it to be necessary, I shall give my ordefs 
for having it issued. As to the Other 
lars of this address^ I will give proper dirse- 
^ tiaas tberain.^' 5he was Uke wise impartpaed, 
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by aaother addresi, tp issue out % proclamatioo 
against aU j^uits, pojHsh prksts, and bishops, 

as well as against all such as were outlawed for 
adherijig to the late Jups; James and the pj|«* 
•lendar* The house scBolvtAf that no peracm^ 
not indttded ia the articles of LiflMricI^ aad 
' who had borne arms in France and Spain, should 
be capable of any emplc^ment, civU or military; 
and that no perscm^ a natural-bora «^ect of lusr 
majesty, should be capable of mutaining the 
character of a public minister from any foreign 
potentate. These resolutions were aimed at sir 
Patrick JUawlaM^ as IiMi f^itt^ who bad 
ceoaie to Bagland wkh a credential letter frott 
king Philip^ but now thou^ght proper to quit thi^ 
kingdom. 

S8. Then the lords in the Qfp^m&oa made m 

attack upon the treasurer, ^coneeraing the mo- 
ney he had remitted to the Highlanders; but 
Oxford silenced his opposers, by 9S9crting, that 
in ao doing be had foUoYved the eiamftle of kii^ 
William, who, after he had reduced that people, 
thought fit to allow yearly pensions to the heads 
'Of clans, in order to Keep them quiet. His con- 
duct wa^ approved by (be houses and leed 
North and Grey moved, that a day might be » 
appointed for considering the state of the na* 
ttoot with regard to ttie treaties of peace and 
oommerce. The motioa .wai seconded by the 
earl of Clarendon; and the thirteenth day of 
April fixed for this purpose. In the mean time, 
baron JScbuta demanded of the chancellor a writ 
16c theielecttNral prince of Hanover^ to otin the 
house of peers as duke of Cambridge, intimating 
that his design was to reside in England. The 
writ was granted with reluctance; but the 
pRDce'e design of coining to England Was eo 
disagreeable to the queen, that she signified her 
disapprobation of such a step in a letter to the 

pcinceii Sefihiai , She obaerved, that such a me* 

, Digitized by Gopgle 



358 UlSTOEY OF ENGLAND. 1714. 

of proceeding wonM be dangerous to die 
MtceMon itself, Which was not secure any other 

way, than as the prince who was in actual po^ 
session of the throne maintained her authority 
and ptefogative : she said a great many people 
in England were seditiously disposed ; so she left 
her highness to judge what tumults they might 
be able to raise^ should they have a pretext to 
begin a commotion; she^ therefore » persuaded 
herself that her aunt would nor consent to any 
thinjj; which miglit disturb the repose of her and 
her subjects. At the same time she wrote a 
letter to the electoral prince, oomplaimng that 
he had formed such a resolution, without fifi^ 
knowiiijir her sentiments on the subject; and 
telling him plainly, that nothing could be more 
dangerous to the tranquillity of her dominions, 
to the right of succession in the Hanov^an line, 
or more disagreeable to her, than such conduct at 
tbis juncture. A third letter was written to the 
dector, his father; and the treasurer took this 
opportunity to assure that prince of his invio- 
lable attachment to the family of Hanover. 
- S9« The whig lords were dissatisfied with the 
queen*s answer to their address concerning the 
pretender ; and they moved for another addreas 
on the same subject, which was resolved upon, 
but never presented. They took into considera- 
tion the treaties of peace and commerce, to which 
many exceptions were taken : and much sarcasm 
was expended on both sides of the dispute; but 
at length the majority carried the question in 
ftvour of an address, acknowledging her' ma- 
jesty's goodness in delivering them, by a safe, 
honourable, and advantageous peace with France, 
from the burden of a consuming land war, un- 
equally carried on, and become atjast impracti- 
eafale. The house of commons concurred in this 
address, after having voted that the protestaut 

succession was out of danger; but these resolUr 
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timi8 were aoi taken witlKUit violeat opfKM^on, 
in which genml Stanhope, Mr. Lieehinere, and 

Mr. Walpole, chiefly distinguished themselvet. 
The letters which the queen had written to the 
electoral house of Hanover were printed and 
published in England, with a view to inform thd 
friends of that family of the reasons which pre» 
irented the duke of Cambridge from executing 
Jlis design of residiog in Great firiuun. The 
queen considered this step as a personal insult^ 
as well as an attempt to prejudice her in the 
opinion of her subjects: she therefore ordered 
the publisher to be taken into custody. At thii 
period the princess Sophia died, in the eighty^ 
fourth year of her age; and her death was in- 
timated to the queen by baron Bothmar, who 
arrived in England with the character of envo]P« 
extraordinary from the elector of Hanover. This 
princess was the fourth and youngest daughter 
of Frederic, elector Palatine, king of Bohemia^ 
and Elisabeth daughter of king James h of Eng« 
land. She enjoyed from nature an excellent 
capacity, which was finely cultivated ; and was 
in all respects one of the most accomplished 
^ncesses of the age in which she lived. At her 
death the court of England appeared in mourn- 
ing; and the elector of Brunswick was prayed 
for by name m the liturgy of the chureb of Eng^^ 
land. On the twelfth day of May, sir William 
Wyndham made a motion for a bill to prevent 
the growth of schism, and for the further secu- 
. rity of the church of England, as by law esta*^ - 
blished. The design of it was to prohibit dis^ 
senters from teaching in schools and academies. 
It was accordingly prepared, and eagerly opposed 
in each house as a species of persecution. Ne« 
vertheless, it made its way through both, and 
received the royal assent; but the queen dying 
before it took putce, this law was rendered me£« 
fectnalt 
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40. Her majesty's constitution was now quite 
broken: ooe nt of sickness succeeded anottier: 
what completed the rain of her health was the 
anxiety of her mind, occasioned partly by the 
discontents which had been raised and fomented 
hf the enemies of her government ; and parti v 
hy the ditsentioiis among her ministers, whicn 
were now become intolerable. The council- 
chamber was turned into a scene of obstinate 
dtspote and bitter altercation^ Even in the 
qaeen*s presence the treasurer and secretary did 

not abstain from mutual obloquy and reproach. 
Oxford advised moderate measures, and is said 
to have made advances towards a reconciliation 
with the leaders of the whig party* As he fore- 
saw it would soon be their turn to domineer, 
such precautions were necessary for his own 
safety. BoUngbroke affected to. set the whigs 
at defiance t he prcrfessed a warm zeal for the 
^hurch : he soothed the queen*s inclinations with 
the most assiduous attention. He and his coad- 
jutrix insinuated, that the treasurer was biass^ 
in favour of the dissenters, and even that be 
acted as a spy for the house of Hanover. In the 
midst of these disputes and commotions the jaco- 
^ bites were not idle. They flattered themselves 
that the queen in secret favoured the pretensions 
of her brother; and they depended upon Boltng* 
broke's attachment to the same interest. They 
believed the same sentiments were cherished by 
the nation in general. They held private assem- 
blies both in Great Britain and in Ireland. They 
concerted measures for turning the dissensions of 
the kingdom to the advantage of their cause. 
They even proceeded so far as to inlist men for 
the service of the pretender. Some of these prac* 
tices were discovered by the earl of Wharton, 
who did not fail to sound the alarm. A procla- 
mation was immediately published, promiwg a 
reward of five thousand pounds for apprehend^ 
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ing the pretender, whenever he sliouid land or 
ahempt to land in Great Britain. The commoni 

voted an address of thanks for tlie proclamation; 
and assured her majesty, that they would cheer- 
fully aid and assist her, by granting the sum of 
an hundred thousand ponndsyasa further reiward 
to any who should perform so great a service to 
her majesty and her kingdoms. The lords like- 
wise presented an address on the same subject. 
Lord Bolingbroke proposed a bill, decreeing the 
penalties of high treason against those who should 
list or be inlisted in the pretender's service. The 
motion was approved, and the penalty extended 
to all those who should list or be inlisted in the 
service of any foreign prince or state, without a 
licence under the sign manual of her majesty^ 
her heirs, or successors. 

41. On the second day of July, the lords took 
into consideration the treaty of commerce with 
Spain ; and a great number of merchants being 
examined at the bar of the house, declared that 
unless the^ eiplanation of the third, fifth, and 
eighth articles, as made at Madrid after the 
treaty was signed, were rescinded, they could 
not carry on their commerce without losing five 
sind twenty per cent. After a long debate, the 
house resolved to address the queen for all the 
papers relating to the negotiation of the treaty 
of commerce with Spain, with the names of the 
. persons who advised her majesty to that treaty* 
To this address she replied, that understanding 
the three explanatory articles of the treaty were 
not detrimental to the trade of her subjects, she 
had consented to their being ratified with the 
treaty. The earl of Wharton represented, that 
if so little regard was shewn to the addresses of 
that august assembly to the sovereign, they had 
no busmess in that house. He moved for a 
remonstrance, to lay before her majesty the in* 
superable difficulties thai attended the Spanish 
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tnit oa the footing of the late treaty; and the 
hoMe agreed to hit iiiotioii« Another iMmber 
mored^ thu the hooie should inrnt €» her oui» 

}€sty's naming the person who advised her to 
ratify the three explanatory articles. This was 
m blow aiaaed at Arthur Moore, a memiyer of 
the iower hoase, whom lord Bd.ingbroke had 
consulted on the subject of the treaty. He was 
screened by the majority in parliament ; but a 
general eoort of the South Sea company re^i 
solved, upon a complaint exhibited by captain 
Johnson^ that Arthur Moore, while a director^ 
was privy to and encouraged the design of car* 
rving on a clandestine trade, to the pr^dlce ot 
tne corporation, contrary to his oath,and in breach 
of the trust reposed in him: that^ chereforOf he 
should be declared incapable of beinr a directot 
of, or having any employment in, this compray. 
The queen had reserved to herself the quarter- 
part of the assiento contract, which she now 
gaye up to the company, and reeeimd iho 
thanks of the upper house ; but she wouW not 
discovcf' the names of those who advised her to 
ratify the explanatory articles. On the innth day 
of loly, the thought proper to pot m end to tM 
session, with a speech on the usual subjects. 
After having assured them, that her cluef con* 
cern was to prerarve the proteitant religion, th$ 
liberty of her subjects, and to seenn die tran* 

quillity of her kingdoms, she concluded in these 
words : " But I must tell you plainly, that these 

desirable ends ean never be obtained^ nnlesi 
•* you bring the same dispositions on your pa its { 
•^ unless all groundless jealousies, wnich create 
^ and foment divisions among you, be laid aside $ 

and unless yon shew the same tegard for wf 
^just prerogative, and for the honour of my 

government, as I have always expressed for 

the tights of my people/' 

After the peace had tfaos recoiTOd' th» 
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iMCliM of the parliamwl* the maiiiitefi^ bemj 
mo longer mtramed by the tie of coi&mon dan- 
ger, gave a loose to their mutual auimosity^, Ox- 
ford wrote a letter to the queen, containing a 
detail of the public transactions : in the course 
of which he eadeav<iured to justify his owa <oii^ 
duct, and expose the turbulent and ambitious 
ifiirit of his rival. On the other hand, Boling^ 
broke chained the treasurer with having invited 
the duke of Marlborou|[h to return from his 
voluntary exile, and maintained a private cor- 
respondence with the house of Hanover. The 
duke of Shrewsbury likewise complained of his 
having presumed to send ordert to him in Ire* 
land, without the privity of her majesty and the 
council. In all probability his greatest crime 
was his having given umbraj^ to the favouritey 
lady Masham. Certain it is, on the twenty- 
seventh day of July, a very acrimonious dialogue 
passed between that lady, the chancellor! and 
Oxford, in the queenVi prase9ce« The treasurer 
ftffirmed he had been wronged, and s^bused by 
lies and mbrepresentations, but he threatened 
irengeance, declaring he would leave some peo- 
ple as low as he had found them when they first 
attracted his notice* In the mean time he was 
removed from his employment ; and BoUngbroke 
seemed to triomph in the victory he had obtaii^ 
ed. He laid his account with being adn^tted n 
ahnef mmister iato the administration of affairs ; 
and is said to have formed a design of a coalition 
with the duke of Marlborough, who at this 
irery linie .em b stf fce d at Ostesul lor England. 
Probably, Oxford had tried to play the same 
game, but met with a repulse from the duke, on 
account of the implacable resentment which the 
dutchees had eonceived against that minister* 

43. Whatever schemes might have been form- 
ed, the fall of the treasurer was so sudden, that 
no plan was astahUshed ibr supplying: the va- 
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cancy occasioned by his disgrace. The confusioa 
that incessantly ensued at courts and the iatigue' 
of attending a long cabinet-council on this erent, 
had such an effect upon the queen's spirits and 
constitution, that she declared she should not 
outlive It, aud was immediately seized with a 
lethargic disorder. Notwithstanding all the me- 
dicines which the physicians could prescribe, the 
distemper gained ground so fast, that next day, 
which was the thirtieth oi July, they despaired 
of her life. Then the committee of the council 
assembled at the Cockpit adjourned to Kensing* 
ton. The dukes of Somerset and Argyle, in- 
formed of the desperate situation in which she 
lay,. repaired to the palace; and, without being 
summoned, entered the council-chamber. The 
members were surprised at their appearance; 
but the duke of Shrewsbury thanked them for 
.their readiness to give their assistance at such a 
critical juncture, and dedred they would take 
their places. The physicians having declared 
that the queen was still sensible, the council 
unanimously agreed to recommend the duke of 
Shrewsbury as the fittest person to fill the place 
of lord treasurer. When this opinion was inti-' 
mated to the queen, she said, they could not 
have recommended a person she liked better 
than the duke of Shrewsbury. She delivered to^ 
him the white staff, bidding him use it for the 
good of her people. He would have returned 
the lord-chamberlain's staflF, but she desired he 
lyottld keep them both; so that he was at one' 
tune possessed of the three greatest posts in the 
kingdom, under the titles of lord-treasurer, lord- 
chamberlain, and lord-lieutenant of Ireland. No 
nobleman in England better deserved such dis* 
tinguishing marks of his sovereign's favour. He 
was modest, liberal, disinterested, and a warm 
friend to his country. Bolingbroke's ambition 

was defeated by the vigour which the dukes of 
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^ Somerset and Argyle exerted on this occasion* 
Thef proposed, that all privy^cotmseUors in or 

about London should be invited to attend, with-^ 
out distinction of party. The motion was ap« 
proved; and lord Somers, with many other 
whig members, i:epaired to Kensington. The 
council being thus reinforced, began to provide 
for the security of the kingdom. Ordera were 
immediately dispatched to four refpments of 
horse and dragoons quartered in remote conn* 
ties, to march up to the neifi^hhourhood of Lon- 
don and Westminster. Seven of the ten British 
battalions in the Netherlands were directed to 
embark at Ostend for England, with all possible 
expedition: an embargo was laid upon all ship- 
ping; and directions giveQ for equipping ail the 
ships of war that could be soonest in a condition 
for service. They sent a letter to the elector of 
Brunswick, signifying that the physicians had 
despaired of the queen's life ; informing him of 
the measures they had taken ; and desiring he 
would, with all convenient speed, repair to Hol- 
land, where be should be attended by a British 
squadron, to convey him to England, in case of 
tier majest^r's decease. At the same time thev 
dispatched instructions to the earl of StrafTord, 
to desire the states-general would be ready to 
perform the guarantee of the protestant succes*-* 
sion. The heralds at arms were kept in waiting 
• with a troop of horse-guards, to proclaim the 
new king as soon as the throne should become 
vacant. Precautions were taken to secure the 
sea-ports ; to overawe the jacobites in Scotland ; 
and the command of the fleet was bestowed 
upon the earl of Berkeley. 

44. The queen continued to doze in a lethargic 
insensibility, with very short intervals, till the 
first day of August in the miDrning, when she 
expired, in the fiftieth year of her age, and in 
the thirteenth of her reign. Anne Stuart, queea 
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of Great Britaia, was in her person of the mid- 
4lke dstmj well proportioDed. Her hair wai of 
the dark brown colour, her complexion ruddy; 
her features were regular, her countenance was 
mher roimd than oval, and her aspect more 
eomAj tkm flMijestte. Her Toice was clear and 
melodious^ and her presence engaging. Her 
capacity was naturally good, but not much c«k 
tiTated by teaming; nor did she exhibit mny 
marks of extraordinary genius, or persodal am- 
bition. She was certainly defkrient in that vigour 
of mind by which a prince ought to preserve his 
independence, and avoid the snares and fetters 
of sycophants and favourites ; but whatever her 
weaicness in this particular might have been, the 
virtues of her heart were never called in que94 
iion« She was a pattern of conjugal afifectioii 
and fidelity, a tender mother, a warm friend, an 
indulgent mistress, a munificent patron, a mild 
and merciful prince, during whose ragn no 8ttb-> 
|ect*s bhiod was shed for treason, fflie was sea- 
lously attached to the church of England from 
conviction rather than from prepossessiim^ ua* 
i^ectedly pious, just, eharitaUe, and c omp»* 
monate. She felt a mother's fcmdness for her 
people, by whom she was universally beloved 
with a warmth of affection which even the pre- 
jndfce of party could not abate* In a word, if 
she was not the greatest, she was certainly one 
of the best and most unblemished sovereigns 
that ever sat upon the throne of England; and 
well deserved the ezpresrive^ thou|^ simple ept* 
thet of «* The good queen Anne.*^ 
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GEOUGE I. 
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into custody. ...24. The pretender prodaimed in 
the north of England by the earl of Derwenttoater 
and Mr, Foster ,.,.95. Mackintosh crosses tke 
Frith of Forth into Lothian j and joins the JEii^ 
iMft insurgmts...^. fVho are attacked at Fresten^ 

' and surrender at discretion... 27. Battle at Dun^ 
Main... 2^. The jyretender arrires in Scotland... 
29. He retires again to France... 30. Proceedings 
of the Irish paHiameni... 31. The rebel lards afe 
impeached^ and plead guilty ...S2. The earl of 
Demoentxoater and lord Kenmuir are beheaded... 

' 38. Trials ^' rebels...^ Act for se^ptennial par^ 
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tiaments...35. Duke of Argyle disgraced ...36. 
Trijyle alliance between England^ FrancCy and 
HoUand..jan. Cotmi G^Uenbwrgh^ the Swedish 
munisier in London^ arre$ied...^» Aeamnt of the 
Oxford riot.. *39. The king demands an extraor^ 
dinary supply of the OQmmons..AO. Division in 
4he mmmtr^f^AU The emmmmi pau 4he SmmHk 
Sea act^ the Amk mmd general fimd act 
•••42« Tried of the earl of Oxford, Act of indent" 
Proceedings in the co$ivocatia» mrith 

1. TT may be aeceMarjr U> remind ibsi reader of 
• ^ «(ate of par^ 4t tim noportaiit jwic- 

fare. The Jacobites had been fed with hopes of 
seeing the succes^on altered by the earl of Ox- 
lord. Tbeae Jtig|ic^ l^e iMi^fiomrayod M them ia 
a diataat^uftd6Mraitaiit«v mcI mji$ted9emmmmer^ 

without any other view than that of preventiug 
them from taking. violent measures to embarrass . ^ 

a<toiai#CMt*oat ieasiii 41 be actually ^n- 
tmained at one tioie atty pDber design, ^ ^ad, 
long before his disgrace, laid it wholly aside, 
probably from an apprebensioo of the daager 
Willi, which it mmt have tK^en attended, and 
aeemad bant apMnaaking a amit af «bii mniiSm 

the house of Hanover ; but his conduct was so 
^ui vocal aod unstaadj» t^t be ruined hiaa^lf 
in tbe eipiiiiaft of irntu Piity) without acqaiijiig 
the isaoMeaoaof 4im <^um. The liiaBdis p( ^ 
pretender derived fresh hopes from the miniBtry i 
of Bolingbroke. Though he had never expUin- 
ad himself X on this subject, he waft au^oisd to 
.faraiir tlie heir of l>l eo d» aod Ifitiovm ta be aa 
implacable enemy to the whigs, who were the 
most zealous advocates for the protestaut suc- 
cession. The jacobitespimMed themselves aetch 
.Uom bk affi»GtioB» liut saore froaa liie resist- 
ineat^ a«l th0i believe^ the majorAty of the 
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tories would joiq tkem on the same joaxims. dAtt 
JBoUngbrokc^* tchemei of power were defeated 

hy the promotion of the duke of Shrewftbuiy to 
the office of trea&urer; and all hopes blasted 
hy tb^ death of the quee% on whose per soul 
iavoM he depended. The reiohifte hebsmmut jot 
jthe dukes of Somerset and Argyle, toother with 
the diligence and activity of a council in which 
the whig interest had gained the aacendancy:, 
•<^mplet^ the eosfiieiQii <rf the torieaf who found 

themselves without a head, divided, distracted, 
and irresolute. Upon recollection, they saw no- 
thiug eo eligible as silence^ aod subniissiqii to 
4ho9e measures which they could not oppose 
with any prospect of success. They had no 
other objection to the (accession in the house of 
Hanoi^er^ but tbe.fear of aecai^ the whi^^ ^aotton 
ooee more predoaeunant ^ jH thoy wwe not 

without hope that their new sovereign^ who wae 
reputed a prince of sagacity and experience, 

would ailii¥at# and condiiate the ASectkm <tf 
4he lories, who were the hmdholders and pra<» 

prietors of the kingdom, rather than declare 
himself the head of a faction which leaned for 
aupport on thoie who were enemies to the 
church and monarchy, on the Book and the 
monied interest, raised upon usury, and main- 
tained by corruption, hi a word, the whigs 
were elated and overbearing ; the soaes abmhisd 
iUnd humble; the jacebitesieager, impatient, and 
alarmed at a juncture which, with, respect tp 
them, was truly critic. 

2. i he queen had ,no sooner resigned her laiC 
bwath than the prfvy-eoundl nliet, and the 

-archbishop of Canterbury, the lord chanchellor, 
and the Hanoverian resident, Kreyenburgh, pro- 
duced the three instrnmente in which the elector 
of Brunswick had nominated the persom* to be 

> * Titese were the dukes of Sbrewsbiif9% Semerset. Bol- 
tM, l>evoathure, Keatk d«;firW MeHtMo ud SovMiq^ 
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added as lords justices to the seven great officers 
cf the realm. Orders were immediateJy issued 
fbr proclaiming king George, in England, Scot- 
land, and Ireland, The regency appointed the 
earl of Dorset to carry to Hanover the intima^ 
lion of his majesty's accession, and attend him in 
his journey to England* They sent the general 
officers in whom they could confide to their re- 
spective posts : they reinforced the g:arrison of 
Portsmonth: they appointed Mr. Addison their 

secretary; while Bolingbroke was obliged to 
stand at the door of the council-chamber with 
his bag and papers, and underwent every spe- 
cies of mortification* On the whole, king George 
ascended the throne of Great Britain in the fifty- 
fifth year of his age, without the least opposi- 
tion, rumah, or sign of popular discontent ; and 
llie unprejudiced part ef the nation was now 
fully persuaded that no design had ever been 
concerted by queen Anne and her ministry in 
fkvaour of the pretender. The mayor of Oxford 
received a letter, requiring him to proclaim the 
pretender. This being communicated to the 
vice-chancellor, a copy of it was immediately 
transmitted to, Mr. Secretary Bromley, member 

of parliament for the university ; and the vice- 
chancellor offered a reward of one hundred 
pounds to any person who should discover the 
autlMr. It was ettbe^ the production of some 
lunatic, or a weak contrivance to fix an odium 
on that ven^^ble body. 

S. The parliament having assembled, pursuant 
to the act which regulated the succession, the 
lord chancellor, on the fifth day of August, made 
a speech to both houses in the name of the re- 
gtocj. He told them, that the pri^-coundtt 
Appointed by the elector of Brunswick had pro- 

Ab^n^rt^l'"'l^f..^°'"''"*'^ Anglesey, Carlisip, Hottiiigliam, 
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claimed that prince under the name of kin^ 
George, as the lawful and ri|^htful sovereign of 
these kingdoms; aod that they had taken the 
neceaaar^ care to maintain the public peace. He 
observed, that the several branches of the public 
revenue were expired by the demise of her late 
majesty ; aod recommended to the conmQU>ns the 
making such provision, in that respect, as miglit 
be requisite to support the honour and dignity 
of the crown. He likewise expressed his hope, 
that they would not be wanting in any thing 
that might conduce to the establishing and ad- 
vancing of the public credit. Both houses im* 
mediately agreed to addresses, containing the 
warmest expressions of duty and affection to 
their new sovereign, who did not fail to return 
such answers as were very agreeable to the par- 
liament of Great Britain. In the mean time the 
lower house prepared and passed a bill, granting 
to his majesty the same civil list which the queen 
had enjoyed ; with additional clauses for the 
payment of arrears due to the ,troops of Han« 
over, which had been in the service of Great 
Britain ; and for a reward of one hundred thou^ 
sand pounds, to be paid by the treasury to any 
person who should appreheiid the pretender in 
, landing, or attempting to land, in any part of 
the British dominions. Mr* Craggs, who had 
been dispatched to Hanover before the queeg 
died, returning.on the thirteenth day of Aufiistt 
with letters from the king to the regency, they 
• went to the house of peers: then the chancellor 
in another speech to borh houses, intimated his 
majesty's great satisfaction in the loyalty and 
affection which his people had universally ex- 
pressed at his accession. Other addresses were 
voted on this occasion. The conmions finished 
the bill for the civil list, and one fpr making 
soin^ ajtexations in an act for a state*lotteryt 
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which received the royal assent from the lord^ 
justices. Then the parliament was prorogued. 

4w Mr. Prior haying notified the queen's d^th 
t» the OMft of VertftUlet, Lmm declared tfatt be 
would inviolably maintain the treaty of peace 
concluded at Utrecht, particularly with relation 
t» tbt settlement of the British crown in the 
bMM of Hamiver* The earl of Strafford hmng 
signified the same event to the states of Holland^ 
and the resident of Hanover having presented 
them vnth a letter, in which his master claimed 
the fPCiAMMiiee of their guarantee, they tc« 
solved to perform their engagements, and con^ 
gratuiated his electoral highness on his succession^ 
to the thffMe of Great Britain. They inTitedr 
Idai to pass through their dooui^ns, and aasored' 
him that his interests were as dear to them as 
their own. The chevalier de St. George no 
sooner received the news of the ^ee&*s death, 
thui be posiad to Yersaittes, wher^^ he was giveor 

to understand, that the king of France expected 
he should quit his territories immediately ; and 
he was accordingly obliged to return to Lor^ 
nfaie. By this time Mr. Murray ind arrived m 
Sngland from Hanover, with notice that the 
Iring had deferred his departure for some days. 
He brou orders to the regency to prepare a 
patent tor creattng the prinee*royal prince of 
Wales; and for removing lord Bolingbroke 
from his post of secretary. The seals were 
taken from this minister by the dukes of Shrews* 
bury and Someriet, and lord Cowper, who at 
the t^me time sealed up all the aoors of his 
office. 

5. King George having vested the government 
of his Oermati doniinioiie in a eooncfl^, headed 
by his brother prince Ernest, set out with the 

electoral pirince from Herenhausen onthethirtj- 
first day of August ; and in five days arrived at 

the Hague^ where bo conferred with the ittt» 
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general. On the sixteenth day of September he 
embarked at Oraage FoUef ^ under convoy of aa 
Snglkli aad Duicb iqiia^% eonnawided by the 
earl Bericeley ; and put dby aviiTed at the 
Hope. In the afternoon the yacht sailed up the 
ziver ; and hi» majesty, wuh the prince, were 
landed from a bwgeie ftge e^mcb , akeot tnt i» 
the evening. There he wa« received by the duke 
of Northumberland, captain of the hfe-guards, 
aad the lords of the regoicy* Froat the landing'*' 
ftoce lie walked bmee hi the perk, a*com« 
* panied by a great number of the nobility, and 
<^er peraons of distinction, who had the honour 
ta kiss hoM hand » they approached. When he 
mired te Me hed^hamber^ he ient fbr these of 
the nobility who had distinguished themselves 
by their zeal for his succession ; but the duke of 
Omieod, ^e knrd dianeeUor, and lord TrevOTV* 
were not of the number. Next momittg, the 
earl of Oxford presented himself with an air of 
confidence, as if he had expected to receivf some 
particular mark of Mb nuqetly^t fateer; but he 
liad the mortification to remain a considerable 
time undistinguished among the crowd; and 
then was permitted to Ib<ss the king's hand^ 
without being' henoured with any other notice. 
On the other hand, his majesty expressed un- 
common regard for the duke of Marlborough, 
who had lately arrived in England, aa welt at for 
all tbe leaders of the whig party. 

6. It was the misfortune of tnis prince, as well 
aa a very great prejudice to the nation, that he 
liad been misled into strong prepostestions againtt 
the tories, who constituted such a considerable 
part of his subjects. They were now excluded 
from all share of the royal favour, which waa 
wholly engrossed by their enemies i these early 

marks of aversion, which he was at no pains to 
conceal, ' alienated the minds of many from his 

pefsoo aad gornnmenti who would otherwise 
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have tiimd him "with fidettty aiid affi^ Ask 
instantaneous and total change was effected in all 

offices of honour and advaotage. The duke of 
Ortnond was dismissed from his command, whida 
the king restored to tbe duke of Marlborough^ 
whom he likewise appointed colonel of the first 
regiment of foot-guards, and master of the ord« 
naooe. The gieai •eel was ^ven to lord Cow- 
par; the privy seal to the earl of Wharton ; the 
government of Ireland to the earl of Sunderlaud. 
The duke of Devonshire was made steward of 
the household : lord Tomshend and Mr. Stan* 
hope were appointed seeretaries of state ; - the 
post of secretary for Scotland was bestowed 
upon the duke of Montrqsew The duke of So- 
merset was CDostitttted master of the horse : the 
duke of St. Albans captain of the band of pen- 
sioners; and the duke of Argyle commander in 
chief of the forces in Scotiaod. Mr. Pulteaey 
became secretary at war; and Mr. Walpole, 
who had already undertaken to manage the 
house of commons, was gratified with the double 
place of paymaster to t^e army and to Chelsea- 
hospicaL A new privy-comicil vras appointed, 
and the earl of Nottingham declared president; 
but all a^rs of comequieiice were concerted by 
a cabiaet«cottBcil, or junto, comptised of the duke 
of Marlborough, the earls of Nottingham and 
Sunderland, the lords Halifax, Townshend, and 
Somers, and general Stanhope. The regency 
had already removed sir Constantine Phipps, 
and the archbishop of Armagh from the office 
of lords justices in Ireland, and filled their places 
in the regency of that kingdom with the arch» 
bishop of Dublin and the earl of Kildare. Alkn 
Broderick was appointed chancellor: another ^ 
privy-council was formed, and the duke of Or- 
mond was named as one of the members. The 
^asury and admiralty were put into conunis- 
wns aU the governments were changed i md^ 



Digitized by Google 



1714* 0£OEG£ I. 385 

in a word, the whole nation was delivered into 
the hands of the whigs. At the same time, the 
•prince-roy^l waa declared prince of Wales^ and 
took his place in council. The kiag was con* 
gratulated on his accession in addresses from the 
two universitieH, and from all the cities and cor- 
porations in the kingdom. He expressed parti* 
cular satisfaction at these eipresnoos itf loyally^ 
and affection. He declared in council his firm 
purpose to support and maintain the churches of 
£ngland and Scotland as they were by law es- 
tablished ; an aim which he imagined might be 
effectually accomplished, without impairing the 
toleration allowed by law to protestant dissenters, 
and so necessary to the trade and riches of the 
kingdom x he, moreoTer, asrared them he would 
earnestly endeavour to render property secure ; 
the good effects of which were no where so 
clearly seen as in this happy nation* Before the 
coronation he created some new peers, and others 
were promoted to higher titles.* On the tweiK 
tieth day of October, he was crowned in West- 
minster with the usual solemnity, at which the 
earl of Oxford and lord Bolin|;im>ke,t assisted* 
On that very day, the university of Oxford, ia 
full convocation, unanimously conferred the de- 

free of doctor of civil law on sir Constantino 
hipps, with particular marks of honour and 
es te em* Ab the French king was said to pro** 

* James, lord Chandos. was crested earl of Caernsrvoni 

liRwis, lord RockiiiKhAin, eail ot that iminf : Charles^ lord 
Ussutton, earl of lankerviile . Charlfs, lord Halitax, earl 
of Halifax; Hen^aKe. lord Guernsey. » arl ot Alrsford; 
Joliu, lord Uervey, earl of Bristol ; 1 homas, lord Pelham, 
earlc^f Oave: Heno, earl ot Th .mond, in IrelaDd, viHouat 
Tadrasler; JiMii<:St viscouot CastletiiQ, in Ireland, bajron 
Sanderson: Beimet. lor t Sherrard. In Inland, baron ot 
Uar(>oiouieh ; Gervasr, lord PK rrepont, in In land, baron 
P»errepont, in tlie county of Burks; Henr^ Boyle, baron 
of Carle*on« in the county of York ; ftir RichartI Temple^ 
batt>Q of Cobhaoi , Henry, lord Paget, earl of Uabridge. 

t III the month of October the princess of Wales arrived 
In England with her two eldest daughterSi^ the princessoi 
iiii&o and Amsiltu 
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tract the demolition of Dunkirk, Mr. Prior re- 
ceived orders to present a memorial to hasten 
tbi9 work, and to prevent the canal of Mardyke 
from being finished. The answer which he re- 
ceived being deemed equivocal, this minister was 
recalled, and the earl of Stair appointed ambas* 
sador to the court of France, where he prose- 
cuted this affair with uncommon vigour. About' 
the same time, general Cadogan was sent as ple- 
nipotentiary to Antwerp, to assist at the barrier 
treaty, negotiated there between the emperor 
and the states-general. 

7. Meanwhile, the number of the malcontents* 
in England was considerably increased by the 
king's attachment to the whig faction. The cla- 
mour of the church's bein|^ in dmger was re- 
vived; jealousies were exated; seditious libels 
dispersed; and dangerous tumults raised in dif- 
ferent parts of the kingdom* Birmingham, Bris- 
tol, Chippen^^tm, Norwich, and Reading were 
filled witn licentious riot. The party cry was, 
Down with the whigs ! Sacheverel for ever!** 
Alany gentlemen of the whig faction were abused; 
magbtrates in towns, and justices in the country, 
were reviled and insulted by the populace in the 
execution of their officel The pretender took 
this opportunity to transmit, by the French mail, 
copies of a prmted manifesto to the dukes of 
Shrewsbury, Marlborough, Argyle, and other 
noblemen of the first distinction. In this decla- 
ration lie mentioned the good intentions of his 
tister towards him, which were prevented by her 
deplorable death* He observea that his people, 
instead of doing him and themselves justice, had 
proclaimed for their king a foreign prince, con- 
trary to the fundamental and incontestable laws 
of heiseditary right, whidi their pretended acts 
of settlement could never abrogate. These pa- 
pers being delivered to the secretaries of state, 
the king refused an audience to the marquis de 
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Lambert!, minister from the duke of Lorraine, 
on the supposition that this manifesto could nol 
have .been prepared or transmitted without the* 
knowledire and- countenance of his master* The 
marquis having communicated this circumstance 
to the duke, that prince absolutely denied hia 
hairing been privy to the transaction, and de* 
dared that the chevalier de St. Georj^e came into 
Lorraine by the directions of the French king, 
whom the duke could not disoblige without 
exposing his territories to invasion. Notwith- 
standing this apology, the marquis was given to 
understand that he could not be admitted to an 
audience until the pretender should be removed 
from the dominions of his master ; he, therefore, 
quitted the kingdom without further hesitation. 
Religion was still mingled in all poUtical dis- 
putes. The high-churchmen complained tbs^ 
impiety and heresy daily gained ground from 
the connivance, or at least the supine negligence 
of the whig prelates. The lower house of con- 
vocation had, before the queen^s death, declared 
that a book published by Dr. Samuel Clarke 
under the title of The Scripture Doctrine of 
** the Trinity," contained ^assertions contrary to 
catholio faith. They sent up extracts from 
this performance to the oishops ; and the doctor 
wrote an answer to their objections. He was 
prevailed upon to write an apology, which he 
presented to the upper house; but'apprehendinj^ 
it might be published separately, and misunder« 
stood, he afterwards delivered an explanation to 
(be bishc^ of X«ondon. This was satisfactory to 
die bishops ; but the lower house resolved, that 
it was no recantation of his heretical assertions. 
The disputes about the trinity increasing, the 
archbishops and bishops received directions, 
which were published, for preserving unity in 
the church, the purity of the christian faith 

coaceriua^ the holy trinity, and for maiotainixtf 
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the peace and quiet of the state. By these every 
preacher was restricted from delivering any 
other doctrine than what it contained in the 
holy scriptures with respect to the trinity; ;^nd 
irum intermeddling in any aflPairs of state or 
government. The like prohibition was extended 
to thoee who should write^ harangue, or dispute 
on the sam^ bubjects. 

8. The pariiamenf being dissolved, another 
wat called by a very extraordinary proclamation, 
in which the king complained of the evil designs 
of men disaffected to his succession; and ot their 
having misrepresented bis conduct and principles^ 
He mentioned the perplexity of public affair^ 
the interruption of commerce, and the heavy 
debts of the nation. He expressed his hope that 
his loving subjects would send up to parliament 
dbe fittest persons to redress the present disor- 
ders; and that In the elections, they would have a 
particiilar regard ro such as had expressed a firm 
attachment to the protestant succession when it 
was in danger* It does not appear that the pro- 
testant succt ssion was ever in danger. Hovv then 
was this declaration to be interpreted i People in 
general construed it into a design to maintain 
party distinctions, and encourage the wbigs to 
the full exertion of their influence in the elections; 
. into a renunciation of the tories; and as the first 
flssh of that vengeance which afterwdirdswas seen 
to burst upon the heads of the late ministry. When 
the earl of Strafford returned imm Holland, all 
his papers were seized by an order from the se- 
cretary's ofiice. Mr* Prior was recalled frooi 
France, and promised to discover all he knew 
relating to the conduct ot Oxford's administra* 
tion. Uncommon vigour was exerted on both 
sides in the elections ; but, by dtnt of the monied 
interest, which prevailed in most of the corpo- 
rations thri)ugh the kingdom, and the counte- 
iiaiice of the ministrx, whic|i wiil ubmf Im 
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weight with needy and venal eleclort, a frreat 
majority of whigs wa,$ returned both in England 
and Scotland. 

9. When this new parliament assembled on 
the seventeenth day of March, at Westminster, 
Mr. Spencer Compton was chosen speaker of the 
commons. On the twenty-first day of the month, 
the kin^ appeared in the house of lords, and de- 
livered to the chancellor a written speech, which 
was read in presence of both houses. His mar 
jesty thanked his faithful and lovin^f subjects 
for that seal and firmness they had shown in 
defence of the protestant succession, against all 
the open and secret practices which had been 
^iised to defeat it. He told them that some con* 
ditions of the peace, essential to the security and 
trade of Great Britain, were not yet duly exe- 
^ cured; and that the performance of the whole 
might be looked upon as precariouSi until defen* 
sive alliances should be formed to guarantee the 
present treaties. He observed, that the pre- 
tender boasted of the assistance he expected in 
£ngland| to repair hit former disappointment; 
that great part of the national trade was rendered 
. impracticable ; and th^t the public debts were 
surprisingly increased ever lince the fatal cesM* 
. tion of arms. He gave the commons to under- 
^ stand, that the branches of the revenue formerly 
granted fc)r the. support of the civil governmeAt, 
w^e so far encumbered %nd alienated^ that the 

roduce of the. funds which remained, and had 
een granted to him, would fall short of what 
was at first designed for maintaining the honour 
Mid dignity of the crown ; that as it was his, and 
their happiness to s€e a prince of Wales who 
^ might in due time succeed him oa the throne, 
and to see him Ueqied with many children; 
. these circumstances would naturally occasion an 
expence to which the nation had not been tot 
many year« accustomed; and^ therefore, he did 
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not doubt but they would think of it with that 
affectiou which he had reason to hope from ius 
commons. He desired that no unhappy dividons 
t>{ parties might divert them from pursuing the 
common interests of their country. He declared 
that the established constitution in church and state 
ahould be the rule of his government; and that the 
happiness, ease,and prosperity of his people should 
be the chief care of his life. He concluded with 
expressiog his confidence,^ that with their assist- 
ance he should disappoint the designs of those who 
wanted to deprive him of that blessing which be 
most valued — the afFection of his people. 

10. Speeches suggested by a vindictive minis- 
try better became the leader of an incensed 
party, than the father and sovereign of a divided 
people. This declaration portended measures 
which it was the interest of the crown to avoid, 
and suited the temper of the majority in both 
' houses, which breathed nothing but destruction 
to their poliiical adversaries. The lords, in their 
address of thanks, professed their hope that his 
majesty^ assisted by the parliament, would be 
able to recover the reputation of the kingdom in 
foreign parts, the loss of which' they hoped to 
^ conviuce the world by their actions was by no 
means to be impnted to the nation in general* 
The Tories said this was an invidious reflection, 
calculated to mislead and inflame the people, for 
the reputation of the kingdom had never been 
«o hign as at this very juncture. The commons 
piretended astonishment to find that any condi- 
tions of the late peace should not yet be duly 
executed ; and that care was not taken to form 
such alliances as might iiave rendered the peace 
not precafrious^ They declared their resolution 

to inquire into these lata! miscarri^^ges ; to trace 
• out those measures whereon the pretender placed 
4 his hopes, and bring the authors of them to con- 
punishment* These addresses were not 
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voted without apposition. In the house of lords, 
the dukes of Buckingham and Shrewsbury^, the 
earl of Anglesey, the archbishop of York, and 
other peers, both secular and ecclesiastical, ob- 
served, that their address was injurious to the 
late queen's memory, and would serve only to 
increase those unhappy divisions that distracted 
the kingdom. In th6 lower house, sir William 
Wyudham, Mr. Bromlev, Mr. Shippen, general 
Hoss, sir William Whiteiock, and other members 
took exceptions to passages of the same nature, 
in the address which the commons had prepared. 
Tbey were answered by Mr. Walpole, Mr. Pulte- 
ney, and Mr. Secretary Stanhope. These gentle* 
men took occasion to declare, that notwithstand- 
ing the endeavours wliich had been used to pre- 
vent a discovery of the late mismanagements, by 
conveying away several papers from the secre- 
tary's uflTice, yet the g^overnment had suflicient 
evidence left, to prove the late ministry the most 
corrupt that ever sat at the helm; that those 
matters wotdd soon be laid before the house, 
when it would appear that a ceriain English 
general had acted in concert with,. if not received 
orders from, mareschal de Viliars. Lord Boliog^ 
broke, who had hitherto appeared in public, as 
usual, with remarkable serenity, and spoke in 
the house of lords with great freedom and con- 
fidence, thought it was now high time to consult 
his personal safety. He accordingly withdrew 
to the continent, leaving a letter which was after- 
wards printed in his justification. la tins paperj 
be declared he had received certain and repeatea 
informations, that a resolution was taken to pur- 
sue him to the scaffold; that if there had been 
the least reason to hope lor a fair and open trialf 
after having been already prejudged, nnheard, 
by the two houses of parliameot, he should not 
have declined the strictest examination. He 

chaiienged the moat inveterate of his ewmies tQ 
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produce any one imtanee of ciiminai coiTe8poEid-> 
•nee, or fHe least corrupiion in rniy pan of the 

admininration in which he was concerned. He 
nid, if his seal for the hcmour and dignity of his 
foyal mtstressy and the true intere^^t of hU couii^ 
try, had any where transported him to let slip a. 
warm and ung^u^rded expression, he hoped the 
most favourable interpretation would be put upon 
it. He affirmed, that he had served her majestj 
faithfully and dutifully in that especially whicn 
she had most at heart, relieving her people from a 
bloody and expensive war; and that be had always 
lieen too much an Engrlishman to sacrificethe into* 

rest of his count ry to any foreign ally whatsoever, 
11. In the midst of all this violence against the 
late ministers, friends were not wantii^ to 
espouse their cause in the face of opposition; 
and even in some addresses to the king their 
conduct was justified. Nay, some individuals 
had courage enough to attack the present udmi* 
nistration* When a motion was made in the 
house of commons to consider the king*s procla- 
nfiation for calling a new parliament, sir William 
Whitelock^ member for the uniirersity of Oxfovti, 
boldly declared it was unprecedented and unwaiT* 
Tantable. Beinp called upon to explain himself, 
he made an apology* Nevertheless, sir William 
Wyndbam rising up said, the proclamation was 
not only unprecedented and unwarrantable, but 
even of dangerous consequence to the very being 
of parliaments. When challenged to justify hta 
charge, he observed, that every membefwaa free 

to speak his thouehts. Some exclaimed, The 
Tower ! the Tower!** Ajwarm debate ensued} 
sir William hein|f ordered to withdraw, was ac* 
companied by one hundred and twenfy*nine 
members; and those who remained in the liou^e 
resolved, that he should be reprimanded by the 
fpenker. He was accordingly rebuked, for hav- 
^t';; prem-ncd to reflect on ^h^s rt^-tjesivN proelv 
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mation, and having made an unwarrantable use 
of the freedom of speech granted by his majesty. 
Sir William said, he was not conscious of having 
ofiwed any indignity to his majesty, or gf having 
been guilty of a breach of privilege: that he ac-* 
quiesced in the determination of the house; but 
Aad no thanks to give to those gentlemen who, 
under pretence of lenity, had subjected him to 
this censure. 

12. On the ninth day of April, general Stan* 
liope delivered to the nouse of commons four^i^ 
teen volumes, consisting of all the papers re* 
lating to the late negotiations of peace and 
commerce, as well as to the cessation of arms; 
and moved that they might be referred to a 
select committee of twenty persons, who should 
digest the substance of them under proper heads, 
and report them, with their observations, to the 
house. One more was added to the number of 
this secret committee, which was chosen by bal- 
lot, and met that same evenings Mr. Robert 
Waipole, original chairman, being taken ill, was 
succeeded in that place by Mr. Stanhope. The 
whole number was subdivided into three com- 
xnittees. To each a certain number of books was 
allotted ; and they carried on the inquiry vnth 
great eagerness and expedition. Before this 
measure was taken, Dr. Gilbert Burnet, bishop 
of Sarum, died of a pleuritic fever, in the seven* 
ty«46cond year of his age. Imniediately after 
the committee had begun to act, the whig party 
lost one of their warmest champions, by the 
death of t lie marquis of Wharton, a nobleman 
possessed of happy talents for the cabinet, the 
senate, and the common scenes of life; talents, 
-which a life of pleasure and libertinism did not 
'prevent him from employing with surprising 
•vigour and application. The committee of the 
lower house taking the civil-list into considers^ 
tiojj, fiaoiined several papers xelating to that 

S S 
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fOTdiM. The loriM Qbtervcd, that Crom thm 
ms9W hundred thousand pounds granted an- 
nually to king William, fifty thousand pounds 
were allotted to the late queen^ when princess of 
Denmark ; twenty thousand pounds to the duke 
of Gloucester I and twice that sum, as a dowry, 
to James's queen : that near two hundred thou- 
•aDd pounds had been yearly deducted irom the 
revenues of the late queen's civiUiist, and applied 
to other uses; notwithstanding which deduction, 
she had honourably maintained her family, and 
aupported the dignity of the crown, in the 
course of the draate some warm altercatioa 
passed between lord Guernsey and one of the 
members, who affirmed that the late ministry 
had used the whigs, and, indeed, the whole na- 
tion, in such a manner, that noUiing they should 
suffer could be deemed hardship. At length the 
house agreed that the sum of seven hundred 
thousand pounds clear should be granted for the 
ovlUlist during his majesty's lifew A motion 
being made for an address against pensions, it 
was opposed by Mr. Walpole, and over-ruled by 
the majority. The lords passed the bill for regu* 
Jattng the land-forces, with some amendments. 

18. On the aghteenlh day of May, sir John 
Norris sailed with a strong squadron to the Bal- 
tic, in order to protect the commerce of the 
witioB, which had suffered from the king of 
Sweden, who caused all ships trading to those 

Earts to be seized and confiscated. That prince 
ad rejected the treaty of neutrality concerted 
hy the aUies for the security of the empire ; and 
considered the English and Dutch as his enemies. 
The ministers of England and the states-general 
bad presented memorials to the r^ncy of Swe* 
den; but finding no redress, they resolmd to 

£ix>tect their trade by force of arms. After the 
wedish general, Steenboch, and his army were 

^i^e pxi#wers» count WeUen conciuded a maty 
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with the admioistrator of Holstein-GottOrp, by 
wliieh the lowAs of fitetia and Wisma were se* 
questered into the hands of the Idng of PrdMia ; 

the administrator enp^ajjcd to secure them, and 
all the rest of Swedish Pomerania, from the Poles 
«ad Muscovites ; but^ as the governor of Pome* 
rania refused to comply with this treaty, those 
allies marched into the province, subdued the 
island of Kugent and obliged Stetin to surrender* 
Then the governor consented to thesequestration, 

and paid to tlie Poles and Muscovites four hun- 
dred thousand rix*dollars, to indemnify them for 

the expence of the nege» The king of Sweden 
Tetnming from Turkey, rejected the treaty of sei* 

questration, and insisted upon StetinV being re- 
stored, without his repaying the money* As this 
monarch likewise threatened to invadnr the elee- 
forate tif Saxony, and chastise his false friend ; 
king George, for the security of his German do- 
minions, concluded a treaty with the king of 
Denmark^ by which the dntchies of Bremen and 
Verden, which had been taken from the Swedes 
in his absence, were made over to his Britannic 
majesty, on condition that he should immediately 
declare war against Sweden. Aceordrogly, he 
took possemon of the^dutchies in October, pub- 
lished a declaration of war against Charles in his 
Cterman dominions ; and deisched six thousand 
Hanov«rians to join tht Danes and Prussians in 
Pomerania. These allies reduced the islands of 
Rugen and Uledon, and atacked the towns of 
Wismar and Stralsund, from which last plade 
' Charles was obliged to retire in a vessel to Scho* 
ccn. He assembled a body of troops with which 
he proposed to pass the Sowsd upon the ice, and 
iittadc Oopenfeigen ; but was disappointed by m 
sudden thaw. Nevertheless, he refused to return 
to Stockholm, which he had not seen for sixteen 
years; but remained at Carkcroon, in order to 
Chasten hia Aeet for the relief of Wisitian 
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14. The spirit of discontent and disafFectioiI 
seemed to gaia ground every day in England* 
NotwithtUndhig prodamations against riots, and 
orderrf of the justices for maintaining the peace, 
repeated tumults were raised by the malcontents 
in the cities of jLondon and Westminster. Those 
who celebrated the anoiversarjr of the king^s 
biith«*day with the usual marks of joy and fes- 
tivity were insulted by the populace; but, next 
day, which was the anniversary of the restora« 
tion, the whole city was lighted up with bonfirea 
and illuminations, and echoed with the sound of 
mirth and tumultuous rejoicing. The people 
even obliged the iate-guards who patroled 
through the streets^ to join in the cry of High- 
** church and Ormond !" and in Smithfield they 
burned the picture of king Wilham. Thirty 
persons were imprisoned for being concerned in 
these riots. One Boc^nois, a schoolmaster, who 
affirmed that king George had no right to the 
crown, was tried, and scourged through the city, 
with such severity, that in a few days he ex- 
pired in the ntmost torture* A fri^out in- 
cident served to increase the popular ferment. 
The shirts allowed to the first regiment of guards, 
« commanded by the duke of Marlborough, wecse 
to eoarse^ that the soldiers could hardly be per- 
suaded to wear them. Some were thrown into 
the garden of the king^'s palace, and into that 
which belonged to the duke of Marlborough* A 
detsNchnient, lA marching through the city, pro* 
duced them to the view of the shopkeepers and 
passengers, exclaiming, ***Thesc are the Hanover 
^< shirts/.* The court being informed of this cla« 
mour, ordered those new shirts to be burned 
immediately ; but ewen this eacrifice, and an ad« 
vertisement pubh'shed by the duke of Marlbo- 
rough in his own vindication, did not acquit that 
general of suspicion that he was concerned m 
tliis meaa spedes Of peculation. A wewwed «f 
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fifty pounds was offered by the government to 
any person that would discover one captain 
Wwht, who, by an intercepted letter, appeared 
to be disaffected to king Georp^e; and Mr, 
George Jetferies was seiz^ at Dublin, with a 
packet^ directed to Dn Jonathan Swift, dean of 
Patrick^e. Sewrat treasonsble papen being 
found in this packet, were transmitted to Eng- 
land: Jefieries was obliged to give b^l for his 
appearance; and S^rvift thought proper to ab* 
-econd. 

- 15. The house of lords, to demonstrate their 
abhorrence of all who should engage in con« 

-sptraciee against their sovereign, rejected wttk 

'indignation a petition presented to them in be- 
half of Blackburne, Casils, Barnarde, Mcldrum, 
and Chambers, who had hitherto continued pri- 

-eonerS) for having oonsphred against the life of 
kingWiHiam. On the ninth day of June, Mr. 
Walpole, as chairman of the secret committee, 
€teclared to the house of commons, that the re- 
port was ready; and in the mean time moved, 
that a warrant might be issued by Mr. Speaker, 

« for appreheo^og several persons, particularly 
Mr» ' Matthew Prior and Mr. Thomas Harley, 
who beio i^^ in the house, were imme<fiately tAea 
into custody. Then he recited the report, ranged 

< voder these different heads . the clandestine ne- 
gotiation witb Monsieor Menagier s the extraor- 

. dinary measures pursued to form the congress at 
Utrecht : the trifling of the French plenipoten- 
mries^ by the connivance of the British minis- 
ters : the negotiation about the renunciatkui of 

the Spanish monarchy : the fatal suspension of 
arms : the seizure of Ghent and Bruges, in order \ 
to distress the allies and favour the French : the 
dake of OroMMidV acthijEr an concert with the 
French general: the lord Bolingbrokc^s journey 

• to France, to negotiate a separate peace: Mr. 

-Priof 'a and the dulce of Shi^wsbuxy s ^j^tiatioa 
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ill Ffaiice; the ^eeipitat^ coockittei of th# 

peace at Utrecht, The report beiajf read, sir 
U liomas Hriiiiner moved, that the consideriitioil 
of it Bhouid be wi^owtMd to a certain day ; aad 
that to the mean time the report should be prim^ 
ed lor die perusal of the members: he was se- 
conded Uy the cones : a debate ensued ; aad the 
mattoii W48 rejected hf ai great aiajority. 

16. This paf Ot being gained^ Mr* Walpole im^ 
peached Henry lord viscount Bolingbroke of 
hi|fh-trea«on, and other high crimes and misde* 
meitoqurt* Mr. Hnngerford declared ht8 opU 
nioQ, that noihinjr mentioned in the report, hi 
relation to lord BoHnofbroke, amounted to high- 
treawQ ; and general Ross expressed the eamo 
eeotiment. Then lord Contnaby etii»ding^ up, 
** The worthy chairman (said he) has impeached 
*' the hand, but I impeach the head : he has im- 
peached the clerk» and I the justice: he has 
^ unpeaehed th« scholar, smd I the master. I 
•* impeach Robert earl of Oxford and earl Mor- 
timer of <high-treason^ smd other crimes and 
^ misdememonrsh" Mr« Auditor Harky^ the 
earrs brot-her, spolGe in vindtcation of that mi- 
nister. He affirmed he had done nothmg but by 
ih^ iomediMe coouMod of- his soverdgn : that 
the pesce a g^ood pMce» and approved mm 
such by two parliaments; and that the facts 
charged to him in the report amounted only to 
misdemeanours^ if the sanction of a parliament^ 
whick is die reprkseofeative and Je^ailatiire of the 

nation, be not sufficient to protect a minister 
from the vengeance of his enemies, he can have 
jiQ securityi» Mfi. auditor Foley, the earl> bre- 
thei>*in»Iaw, jnade a speech to the^ame purpoiet 
•ir Joseph Jekyll, a staunch whig^ and member 
of the secret committee, expressed his doubt, 
whether they had sufficient matter or evidente 
to impeach the eerl of higfii^ereaMn. MReveiw 
tAeies9y the house resolved to impeacli him, with- 
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out a divi&ion* When he appeared in the house 
of lords next day^ be found himaelf deserted bj 
his brother peers^ as iofeedoos; and retired with 
•igns of confusion. Prior and Harley having 
been examined by such ot the commitiee as were 
justices of the peace for Middieaex, Mr. Walpole 
lofonned the hcMise that matters of such import* 
ance appeared in Prior's examination, that he 
was directed to move them lor ilial member s 
hein||r cioftely confined. Prior was aecordingly 
rniprisooed, and cut off from all communication* 
On the twenty-first day of June, Mr. secretary 
Stanhope impeached James duke of Ormond, ot 
highrtreason, and other high crimes and misde* 
fueanoun. Mr. Archibald Hutchinson^ one of 
the coimnissf oners of trade, spoke in favour of 
the duke. He expatiated on his noble birth and 
quahfications; he enumerated thegjeat services 
|)erfojrmed to the crown and nation by his grract . 
and his ancestors: he observed, that in the whole 
course of his late conduct, he had only obeyed 
•the queen*s commands; and he affirmed that all 
mllegations against him could not in the rigour 
of the law be construed into high-treason. Mr. 
Hutchinson was seconded by general I/Umley, 
who urged thai the duke of Ormond had on all 
occasions given signal proofs of his affection for 
his country, as well as of personal courage ; and 
that he had generously expended the best part of 
his estate, by living abroad in a most noble and 
^lendid manner, tor the honour of his Mvereigit* 
Sir Joseph Jeky^l said, if there was room for 
mercy, he hoped it would be shewn to that no* 
ble, generous, and courageous peer, who had in 
a course of many years exerted those great ac^ 
eomplishments for the good and honour of his 
country ; that, as the statute of Edward 111. on 
which the charge of high^treason against him 
WW to be grofrnded, had been mrti gaml by subr 
ee^^ueAt aces, the house ought fioi| in his opifiiw^f 
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to take advantage of that act against the dukej 
bat only impeach him of high crimes aad misde- 
maanoort. General Rots, sir Wiiliam Wynd- 
ham, and the speakers of that party, did not 
abandon the duke in this emergency; but all 
their arguments and eloquence were lost upon 
the other iaction, by which they were grndy 

outnumbered. The questiou being put, was car- 
ried for the impeachment of the duke of Or^* 
momdf who perceiving every thing conducted by 
a foriom tptrit of revenge, and that he could not 
expect the benefit of au impartial trial, consulted 
his own safety, by withdrawing himself from the 
Mii^dom* On the twenty»second^ day of Junti 
the earl of Strafford was fikewise impeached by 
Mr. Aialaby for having advised the fatal sus- 
pension of arms, and the seizing of Ghent and 
Broges; as well as fcur having treated the moat 
serene house of Hanover with insolence and con* 
tempL He was also defended by his friends, but 
overpowered by his enemies. 

1% When the artides against the earl of Oi^ 
ford were read in the house, a warm debate 
arose .upon the eleventh, ' by which he was 
^larged with having advised the french king in 
what manner Toumay might he gained from the 
states-general. The question being put, whether 
this article amounted to high^reason ; sir Robert 
Raymond, formo^y soUator general, maintained 
Ihe negative, and was supported not only by sir 
"W illiam Wyndham, and the tories, but also by 
«ir Jmeph Jekyll. This honest, patriot said it was 
ever his prinaple to do justice to every body, 
from Ihe highest to the lowest ; and that it was 
the duty of an honest man never to act by a 
spirit of party: that he hoped lie might pretend 
to have some knowledge of the laws of the king- 
dom j aod would not scruple to declare, that, in 
~* Judgment, the charge in question did not 

«oum to high-txMsoii, Mx^WaXpt^^wmmA 
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tvith great waotmh^ that there were tevenl per- 
«ns, both m and oat of the eommitcee) who did 

not in the least yield to that member in point 
of honesty, and who were superior to him in 
the Imowiedge of the laws, yet were tativfied 
that the charge specified in the eleventh article 
amounted to fiig'h-treason. This point heing de^ 
cided ag:ain§t the earl, and the other articles ap- 
proved by the house^ lord Coninsby, attended by 
the whig^ memhert, impeached the earl of Ox- 
ford at the bar of the house of lords, demanding 
at the same time, that he might 4)e sequestered 
from parlimmeot, and committed to safe custody* 
A motion was made^ that the consideration of 
the articles mieht be adjourned. After a short 
debate the articles were read ; then thetory lords 
moved that the judges might be consulted. The 
fAotion bemff rejected, another was made, than 
the earl should be committed to safe custody; 
this occasioned anotlier debate, in which he him- 
self spoke to the following purpose: that the 
whole charge might be reduced to the negotia«- 
tions and conclusions of the peace; that the na- 
tion wanted a peace, he ?^aid, nobody would 
deny; that the conditiiHia of the peace were as 
good as could be expected, cODiidering the bade- 
Wardness and reluctancy which some of the 
allies showed to come into the queen's measures c 
that the peace was approved by two successive 
parliaments ; that he had no share in the afffiiir of 
Tournay, which was wholly transacted by that 
tmfortunate nobleman who has thought fit to 
step aside : that for his own part, he always act^ 
ed bj the immediate directions and eommimda of 
the late queen, without offending against any 
known law ; and, being justified bv hi<* own cone 
science, was unconcerned for the life of an iosig- 
Atficant old maif; that, if ministers of eiate^ 
acting by the immediate commands of their toire^ 
rcign^ are afterwaf d» to be made accountabie for 
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their proceedings, it oiigbt one day or other be 
the case with all the membera of that august as- 
'tembly : that he did not doubt their lordshi ps^ 

out ot regard to themselves, would give him an 
equitable bearing; and that in the prosecution 
of the inquiry it would appear he had merited 
aot only ue indulgience, but even the favour of 
ills government. ** My lords (said he) I am now 

to take my leave ot your lordships, and of this 
^ honourable house, perhaps for ever; I shall 

lay down my life with pleasure in a cause fa* 
5* vourcd by my late dear royal mistress. When 

I consider that I am to be judged by the jus- 

ttce, honour, and virtue of my peers, I shaU 
f ^ acquiesce, and retire with great content ; aod| 

my lords, God's will be done." The duke of 
Shrewsbury having acquainted the house that 
the earl was very much indisposed with the 
gravel, he was suffered to remain at bis own 
house, in custody of the black-rod; in his way 
thither he was attended by a great multitude of 
people, crying, High-church, Qrmond and Ox- 
w ford, for ever !" Next day he was brought to 
the bar ; where he received a copy of the arti- 
iCles, and was allowed a month to prepare his 
answer. Though £>r. Mead declared that if the 
^1 should be sent to the Tower his life would be 
in danprer, it was carried, on a division, that he 
should be conveyed thither on the sixteenth day 
pf July. During the debate, the earl of Angle- 
sey obterved that these impeachments were dt$* 
agreeable to the nation; and that it was to be 
feared such violent measures would make the 
sceptre shake in the king's hands. This ex* 
jpresston kindled the whole hoi^se into a flame. 
Some members cried, To the Tower V* some. 

To order !" The earl of Sunderland declared, 
that if these words had been spoken in another 
place he would have called the peroon that spoke 
them to an account ; ia ftbe mean time, he mQve4 
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that the noble lord thoidd explain hunsdf. An? 
glesey, dreading the resentment of the house, 

was glad to make an apology; which was ac- 
cept^» The earl of Oxford was attended to 
the Tower by a prodigioos concourse of c^plei 
-who did not scruple to exclaim against his per^ 
secutors. Tumults were raised in Staffordshire, 
and other parts of the kingdom, against the 
whig partV) which had depressed the friends nf 
the churcn, and embroiled the nation. The 
house of commons presented an address to the 
king, desiring that the laws might be vigorously 
executed against the rioters. They prepared 
die proclamation^act, decreeing, that if any per- 
sons, to the number of twelve, unlawfully assem- 
bled, should continue together one hour after 
haiBpjng been required to disperse by a justice pf 
peace or other officer, smd heiurd the prochmiation 
against riots read m public, they should be deemp 
ed guilty of felony without benefit of clergy. 

18. When the king went to the house of peerS| 
on the twentieth day of July, to give the royal 
assent to this, and s()me other bills, he told both 
bouses that a rebellion was actually begun at 
iiome ; and that the nation was threatened with 
an invasion from abroad. He, therefore, expects 
ed that the commons would not leave the king- 
dom in a defenceless condition, but enable him to 
take such measures as shouki be necessary for 
the public safety. Addresses in the usual style 
were immediately presented by the parliament, 
the convocation, the common-council and lieute- 
nancy of London, and the two nntversities } but 
that of Oxford was received in the most con* 
«temptuous manner; and the deputies were 
charged with disloyalty, on account of a fray 
which had happened between some recruiting 
officers and the scholars of the university. The 
addresses from the kirk of Scotland, and the dis- 
aenting ministers of London and We6tminster> 
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net mkh a miich more gracious rec^ptira. The 
^ariiameiit forthwith pvfsed a bi^ empoweniip 

the Idng^ to secure suspected persons, and to 
tuspend the habeas corpus act in that time of 
danger. 'A clanie was added to a money^biU^ 
eflRsring the rewafrd of one hundred thousand 
pounds to such as should seize the pretender 
dead or alive. Sir George Byng was sent to take 
die conunaDd of -the fleet. General £arle r^paifw 
ed to bis government PortsmcHith : thefrnards 
were encamped in Hyde-park: lord Ir^ia was 
i^pointed governor oi UyJl, in the room of bri- 
gadier Sutton, who^ together with lord Windsor^ 
the generals Ross, Webb, and Stuart, were dis- 
missed from the service. Orders were given for 
raising thirteen regiments of dragoons^ and eighl 
of ffB&Btry ; and thetrwned bank were keptt in 
readiness to suppress tumults. In the midst of 
these transactions the commons added sii articles 
to rtHM exhilmed s^inst the earl of Oxiond* 
Xxml BolingbrcdKe was tnifieadied the bar d 
the house of Jords by Mr. Walpole. Bills being 
brought in to summon him and the duke of Qvr 
mood to sttmodw thensdvea bf the tmA fif 
teptemher, or, in default thereof, to attaint them 
of high-treason, they passed both houses, and re» 
oeivM the royal assent* On the last day of Auf» 
guet^ tbecumttioos agreed to die a^tidee against 
the earl of Strafford, which being presented to 
the house of lords, the earl made a speech in his 
own vfaMlication. He oonqilained that his papeas 
bod bMn adsed in an unpreoedenled niaiisier* He 
said, if he had in his letters or discourse dropped 
any unguarded expressions against sonoie foreigll 
ministers^ while he had the hoiasmr to mprvsent 
die ciown of Gnat Britain, he hoped diey would 
*w* be actrounted criminal by a British house of 
peers : he desired he might be allowed a compei^ 
t^nt time to answer the articles brought agakMt 
iiim, Mad hare di^Iioatw of all die papers which 
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had either been laid before the committee of se« 
cresy, or remafaied in the hands of g^overmnent^ 
to be used occasionally in his justification. Thia 
request was vehemently opposed by the leaders 
of the other party, until the earl of Hay repre* 
•emedthat, in all civdised nations* all courts of 
judicature, eicept the inquisition, allowed th# 
persons arraigned ali that was necessary for their 
jusiification ; and that the house of peers of 
Great Britain ought not, in ttus case, to do any 
thing contrary to that honour and equity for 
which they were so justly renowned throughout 
all Europe. This observation made an ioopces-* 
don on the house, which resolved that the eari 
should be indul^red with copies of such papers a% 
he might have occasion to use ia liis defence. 

19. On the third day of September, Oxford'a 
Ibiswer was delivered to the house €>f lords^ who 
transmitted it to the commonn. Mr. Walpole, 
having heard it read, said it contained little moro 
than a repetition of what had been suggested iof, 
tome pamphlets and papera-wfatch had been pub* 
lished in vindication of the late ministry: that it 
was a false and malicious libel, laying upon hia 
royal mistress the blame^ of all the penuciom 
measures he had led her into^ against her owi^ 
honour, and the ^ood of his country : that it waa 
hkewise a Itbel on the proceedings of the corn^ 
mons, since he endeavoured to clear those per«t 
sons who had already confessed their guilt by 
flight. After some debate, the house resolvea^ 
that the answer of Robert earl of Oaford should 
be referred to the committee appointed to drawi 
up articles of impeachment and prepare evidence 
against the impeached lords; and that the com-* 
ftitttee should prepare a replication to the wai^ 
ivlr^ ' This was accordingly prepared, and sent 
up to the lords. Then the committee reported, 
that Mr. Prior had grossly prevaricated on hie 

eaaimoatiQii^ and behaved with greal cenieflq^ 
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of their authority. The duke of Ormond and 
lord viscoimt Bokogbroke having omitted to 8ur« 
render themsdviea within the limited time, th« 

house of lords ordered the carl-marshal to raze 
- out of the list of peers their names ancf armorial 
bearings. Inventories were taken of their per« 
ional eitates; and the duke's achievements, as* 

knigfht of the garter, were taken down from St. 
George's chapel at Windsor. A man of candour 
cannot^ without an emotion of grief and indig-^ 
nation, reflect upon the ruin of the noble family 

of Ormond, in the person of a brave, generous, 
and humane nobleman, to whom no crime was 
imputed, but that of having obeyed the com* 
nands of Ms sovereign. About this period, the 
royal assent was given to an act for encouraging 
loyalty in Scotland. By this law the tenant who 
continued peaceable while his lord took arms in 
fiV0ur of the pretender, was invested with the 
property of the lands he rented; on the other 
hand, it was decreed that the lands posf^essed by 
any person guilty of high-treason should revert 
to the superior of whom thej were held, and be 
consolidated with the superiority; and that all. 
entails and settlements of estates, since the first 
'day of Aup^ust, in favour of children^ with a 
fraudulent intent to avoid the punishment of the 
law due to the offence of high-treason, should be 
null and void. It likewise contained a clause for 
summoning suspected persons to find bail for 
their good behaviour^ on pain of being de« 
Bounced rebels. By virtue of this clause all the 
heads of the jacobite clans, and other suspected 
persons, were summoned to Edinburgh ; and 
lliose who did not appear were declared rebels. 
90. By this time the rebellion was Actually be* 

Sm in Scotland, The dissensions occasioned in 
at country by the union had never been wholly 
appeased. Even since the queen's death, ad* 
^tmiH ^Hsn prepared sn <iifferent parts of Scot* 
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land against the union, which was deemed a 
n^itiooal grievance ; and the Jacobites did not 
fail to encoura|;e this aversion* Though the 
hopes of dissolving that treaty were baffled by 
the industry and other arts of the revohuionors, 
who secured a majority of whigs in parliament, 
they did not lay aside their designs of attempting 
something of consequence in favour of the pre- 
tender; but maintained a correspondence with 
the malcontents oi England, a ^reat number of 
whom were driven by apprehension, hard usage, 
and resentment into a system of politics, which 
otherwise ther would not have espoused. The 
tories finding themselves totally excluded from 
any share in the government and legislature, and 
exposed to the insolence and fury of a faction 
which they despised, began to wish in earnest 
for a revolution. Some of them held private 
consultations, and communicated with the jaco- 
bites, who conveyed their sentiments to the che^ 
valier de St. George, witli such exaggerations as 
were dictated by their own eagerness and extra- 
vagance. They assured the pretender that the 
nation was wholly disaffected to the new govern* 
ment ; and, indeed, the clamours, tumults, and 
conversation of the people in general counte<» 
nanced this assertion. They promised to take 
arms without further delay hi his favour ; and 
engaged that the tories should join them at his 
first landing in Great Britain. They, therefore^ * - 
besought Inm to come over with all possible eK^ 
pedttion, declaring that his appearance would 
produce an immediate revolution. The cheva- 
lier resolved to take the advantage of this fa- 
vourable disposition. He had recourse to the 
French king, vrho bad always been the refuge of 
his family. Louis favoured him in secret; and, 
notwithstanding his late engagements with £ng» 
land, cherished the ambition of raising him to 

the throne <tf Great Britaiji, He tupplied hsm 
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privately witJ^ mns of money^ to, prepare a 
malt armameDt in tke port of Havre» which was. 

equipped in the name of Depine'd'Anicaut ; and. 
Without all doubt, his desijfo was to assist him 
more effectually, ia proportion as the English 
should manifest their attachment to the house oi 
Stuart. The duke of Ormond and lord Boling« 
broke, who had retired to France, finding them- 
selves condemned unheard, ^nd attainted^ en-^ 
gaged in the service of the chevalier, and cor- 
responded with the tories of England* 

21. All these intrigues and machinations were 
discovered and communicated to the court ot 
XjOndon by the earl of Stair, who then resid^ 
as English ambassador at Paris, He was a noble* 
man of unquestioned honour and integrity, ge* 
nerous, humane, discerning, and resolute. He 
had signalised himself by his valour, intrepiditji 
and other military talents, during the war m 
the Netherlands ; and he now acted in another 
sphere with uncommon vigour, vigilance, and 
address* He detected the chevalier's scheme 
while it was yet in embryo, and gave such early 
notice of it as enabled the king of Great Britain 
to take effectual measures for defeating the de<» 
sign. All the pretender's interest in France ex* 
pired with Louis XIV. that ostentatious tyrant, 
who had for above half a century sacrificed the 
cepose of Christendom to his insatiate vanity and 
ambition. At Jiis death, which happened on the 
first day of September, the re^ncy of the king- 
dom devolved to the duke of Orleans, who 
adopted a new system of politics, and had air 
ready entered into engagements with the king of 
Great Britain. Instead of assisting the pretender^ 
he amused his agents with mysterious and equi- 
vocal expressions, calculated to frustrate the de* 
ftij^o of the expedition* Nevertheless, the mor^ 
violent part oC the jacofaites in Great Britain be* 
licved h$ was U bo.mw a fri^d. iQ^thuf^ cause* 
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and depended upon him for succoun Thev even 
extorted from him a sum of money by oiot of* 

importunities, and some arms ; but the %^essel 
was shipwrecked, and the cargo lost upon the 
coast of Scotland. 

* 3d. The partiiaas of the pretender had pro- 
ceeded too far to retreat with safety; and, there- 
fore, resolved to try their fortune in the field. 
The earl of Mar repaired to the HighlandSf 
where he held oonsukations with the marquissea' 
of Huntley and Tullibardine, the earls Ma- 
rischal and Southesk, the generals Hamilton and 
Gordon, with the chiefs of the jacobite dans. 
Then he assembled three hundred of his own 
vassals ; proclaimed the pretender at Castletown, 
and set up liis standard at Brae-Mar, on the 
sixth day of September. By this time the earls 
of Home, Wintoun, and Kinnoul, lord Desk- 
ford, and Lockhart of Carnwath, with other 
persons suspected of disafl'ection to the present 
government, were committed prisoners to the 
castle of Edinburp^h; and major-general Whe- 
tham marched with the regular troops which 
were in that kingdom to secure the bridge at 
Stirling. Before these precautions were taken^ 
two vessels had arrived at Arbroath from Havre, 
with arms, ammunition, and a great number of 
officers, who assured the earl of Mar, that the 
pretender would soon be with them in person* 
The death lOf Louis XIV, struck a general damp 
upon their spirits ; but they laid their account 
with being joined by a powerful body in Eng- 
land* The earl of Mar, by letters and messages, 
pressed the chevalier to come over without fur** 
ther ddlay* He, in the mean tioi^ assumed the 
title of lieutenant-general of the pretenderY 
forces, and published a declaration, exhorting 
the people to take arms^ for their lawful sove- 
reign^ This was followed by^ a shrewd 
|^sto,, explaining the national grievances, aud 
Vol,. !!• T 
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asauripg t{ie. people of redress. Some of h» 
partisafis attempted to wrpme the castle of 
fdinburgh; but were prevented by the vig^ace 
and activity of colonel Stuart, lieutenant- go- 
vernor of that fortress* The ^uke of Argyle 
set «it far Scotland, as conimaader in dii^ of 
the forces in North Britain : the earl of Suther*^ 
land set sail in the Queenborough ship of war. 
for the North, where he propcMed to raise Jus. 
vassals for the service <rf govooment; suaA mmuy^ 
other Scottish peers returned to their own coun- 
try^ in order to si^^iaUs&e thek loyaky to king. 
George. . 

9B. In Englaad the practices of the jaeofaifits 

did not escape the notice of the ministry. Lieu- 
tenanMolonel Paul was imprisoned in the gate- 
hoyse for inlistin^ men.m die service of tli 
pretender. The titular duke of Powis was com- 
mitted to the Tower; lords Lansdown and Duplin 
were tak(en into custody ; and a warrant waa 
issued for apprefc^ndingrd^e earl o£ Jersey. The. 
king desired the consent of the lower nouse to 
seize and detain sir William Wyndham, sir John 
Packington^ Mr. £dward Harvey of Combe, 
Mr. Thimas Fdrster, Mr. John Anstia, and Mr.. 
Corbet Kynaston, who were members of the 
house, aAO suspected .of favouring the invasion. 
The commons unanimouriy agreed to the pro- 
posal, and presented an address, signifying meir. 
approbation. Harvey and Anstis we;;e immedi- 
ately soured. Forster, with the assistance of 
some ppptsb loxds, assembled a body of men in 
Nortbutnberiand t rir 3f<dm Paddngton beinf^ 
examined before the council , was dismissed for 
want of evidence: Mr Kynaston absconded; sir. 
William Wyndham was seised at bia 0M1 bos^ 
in Somersetshire by colonel Hbske and a mes*. 
J***gw> who secured his papers : he found means, 
nowever, to escape from them ; but aftfljwardn 
surrendered himself, and^ having 
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at the council-board, was committed to tfie^ 
Tower. His father-in-law, the duke of Somerset^ 
offered to become bound for his appearance; 
and being rejected as bail expressed liis resent* 
ment so warmly, that the king thought proper 
to remove him from the office of master of the 
horse. On the twenty-first day of September, 
the king went to the house of lords, and passed 
the bills that were ready for the royal assent. 
Then the chancellor read his majesty's speech 
expressing his acknowledgment and satisfaction, 
in consequence of the uncommon marks of their 
affection he had received; and the parliament 
adjourned to the sixth day of October. 

24. The friends of the house of Stuart were 
very numerous in the western counties, and 
began to make preparations for an insurrection. 
They had concealed some arms and artillery at 
Bath, and formed a design to surprise Bristol ; 
but they were betrayed and discovered by the 
emissaries of the government; which baffled all 
their schemes, and apprehended every person of 
consequence suspected of attachment to that 
cause. The university of Oxford felt the rod of 
power on that occasion. Major-general Pepper, 
with a strong detachment of dragoons, took 
possession of the city at day-break, declaring he 
would use military execution on all students who 
should presume to appear without the limits of 
their respective colleges. He seized ten or ele- 
ven persons, among whom was one Lloyd, a 
coffeeman ; and made prize of some horses 
and furniture belonging to colonel Owen, and 
other gentlemen. With this booty he retreated 
to Abingdon; and Handasyde's regiment of foot 
was afterwards quartered in Oxford, to overawe 
the university. The ministry found it more dif- 
ficult to suppress the insurgents in the northern 
counties. In the month of October the earl of 



Digitized by Google 



412 HISTORY OP ENGLAND. 1715^ 
P ei w^ealwAte r and Mr^ Porsier took the field 

with a body of horse, and being joined by some 
gentlemen from the borders of Scotlana, pro^ 
claimed the pretender in Warkworth| Morpeth|> 
wad Alnwick. The first 4le9fgn wu to seise the 
town of Newcastle, in which they had many 
friends; but they found the gates shut upon 
them^ and retired to Hexham; while genesal 
Carpenter having assembled a bodr of dragoons^ 
resolved to march from Newcastle, and attack 
them before they should be reioforeed. The 
rebels retiring northward to WoUer^ were joiacd 
by two hiuidred Scottish horse under the lord 
viscount Kenmuir, and the earls of Carnwath 
and Wintoun, who had set up the pretender's 
standard at MoBm^ and proclmmed him in dili' 
ferent parts of Scotland. The rebels thus rein* 
forced advanced to Kelso, having received ad- 
vice that they would be joined by^ Mackintost% 
who had crossed the Forth with a. bodj «C 

Highlanders. 

25. By this time the earl of Mar was at the 
head of ten thousand men well armed. He had 
aeciired the pass of Ihe^ Tav at Perth^ where 
head-quarters were established, and made himself 
master of the whole fruitful province of File, 
and all the sea^ast on that side of the l^titk eC 
Edinburgh* He selected two thousand five hunir 
dred men, commanded by brigadier Mackintosh, 
to make a descent upon the lA>thiaa side, ami 
|pin' the iacobites in that county, or sack as 
ahould take arms on the borders of England. 
Boats were assembled for this purpose; and not* 
withstanding all the. precautions that could be 
taken by the king's shrps in the Frith, to pctvett 
the design, above fifteen bimdred chosen mea 
tktade good their passage in the night, and landed 
on the coast of Lothian, having crossed an aipn. 

9t the sea about sixteen miles broad, sflti opeai. 
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boats, that paated through the fldidit of the 
^mg's cruisen* Nothing could be better coiw 

certed, or executed with more conduct and cou- 
xage, than was this hazardous enterprise. They 
wtittsed the king^s ships with marches and couqp 
tef^marches along the coast, in such a manner 
that they could not possibly know where they 
intended to embark. The earl of Mar, in the 
mean tkne, marched from Perth to Dumblaine, 
as if he had intended to cross the Forth at Stir- 
4ing-bridge; but his real design was to divert the 
duke of Argyle from attacking his detachment 
IhplMch had landed in Lothian. So fkr the scheme 
succeeded. The duke, who had assembled some 
troops in Lothian, returned to Stirling with the 
utmost expedition, after having secured Edin* 
biirgh and obliged Mackintosh to abandon his 
design on that city. This partisan had actually 
taken possession of Leith, from whence he retired 
to Seaton house, near Preston-pans, which he 
fortified in such a manner that M could not be 
forced without artillery. Here he remained until 
lie received an order across the Frith from the 
wrl of Mar^ to join lord Kenmmr and the £ng^ 
&ii ml Kelso, for which place he immediately 
began his march, and reached it on the twenty- 
second day of October^ though a good number 
of his men had desened on the route. 

26. The lord Kenmuir, with the earls of Win- 
toun, Nithsdale, and Carnwath, the earl of Der- 
wentwater, and Mr. Forster, with the £nglish 
insurgents, arriving at the same time, a council 
of war was immediately called. Wintoun pro- 
posed that they should march immediately into 
tb^ western pmts of Scotland and join general 
Oofdoiiy whocommandeda strong body of High* 
Itnders in Argyleshire. The English insisted 
upon crossing the Tweed, and attacking g;eneral 
Oafpenter, whose troops did not exceed nine 
hundred dragoons* Neith^ scheme was exe-^ 
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cuted. They took the route to Jedburgh, where 
jli^ rcsoWed to leave Carpenter on one side, 
«M penetrate ioio England by the western ber- 
^ der. The Highlanders declared they would mot 

' quit their own country ; but were ready to exe- 
cute the scheme proposed by the earl of Win-* 
loiia. Means, hxmtmTj were found to prerail 
upon one half of diem to adwnce^ wfaJle w fost 
returned to the Highlands. At Brampton, Forster 
<>pened his ccmunission of General, which had 
been sent to him &om the earl of Mar, and 
proclaimed the pretender. They cim^ued their 
march to Penrith, where the sheriff, assisted 
by lord Lonsdale and the bishop of Carlisle, had 
assembled the wbole^posee-eemitatus of Cumber* 
land, amounting to twd^e tbouseod meiit wiio 
dispersed with the utmost precipitation at the 
iipproach of the rebeU From Penrith, Forster 
furoceeded by the way of Kendal and Laneester 
to Preston, from whaMe Sianhope's reg^flmit of 
dragoons, and another of militia, immediately 
i retired ; so that b&Mok possession of the place 
without ' renstance* General Willis marched 
against the enemy with six fegimentft^^^hone 
and dragoons, and one battalion of foot com- 
manded by colonel Preston. They had advanced 
to the bndge of Kibble before Forster received 
intelligence of their approach^ Wb forthwith 
began to raise barricadoes, and put the place in 
a posture of defence. On the twelfth day of 
November, the town was briskly aiia<;ke4Hi two 
diii^rent places ; but the king's froopt^met with 
a very warm reception, and were repulsed with 
considerable loss^ Next day general Carpenter 
arrived with a reinforcement three regiments 
' Of dragoons ; and the rebels were iiivette«l'OiMll 
sides. The Highlanders declared they would 
' make a sally sword in hand, and either cut 
' Iheir way through the king's miops, or perish ia \ 

\^mmp%tr bit! thi^ wet» <%vff>nil«i .J'ctttcc 
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•«ent colonel Oxburgh with a trumpet to general 
WiUis, ta propose a capitulation. He was given 
to understand, that the general would not trwt 
wttbu rebds ; bill in caM of thtir sumadering at 
discretion, he would prevent his soldiers from 
putting them to the sword, until he should re* 
ceWt f ariher orders* He gtaated them time to 
insider till next mormng, upon their defivering 
the earl of Derwentwater and Mackintosh as 
hostages^ When Forjster submitted, this High* 
'lender declared be could not promise the Sam 
-««vioiiM[ suraender in tbet manner^ The general 
desired him to return to his people, and he 
would forthwith attack the town, in which case 
mery^ man of them should be eut to pieces* The 
'Seottisfa noblemen did not choose to run the 
risk; and persuaded the Highlanders to accept 
the terms that were offered. They accordingly 
Jaid down their orms^ and were put lUMler a 
«etrong goaid« AU the noblemen and- leaders 
were secured. Major Naim, captain Lockhart, 
captain Shaftoe, and ensign £rslaner were tried 
by a court martial| as deseflers, and exectttedL 
Xiord Charlea MurMy^ son of the duke of Albol, 
was likewise condemned for the same crime, but 
^reprieved. The common men were imprisoned 
at Chester and Iiiverpool, the noblemen and 
considerable officers were sent to Londofi, con* 
veyed through the streefs pinioned like male- 
factors^ andr committed to the Tower and to 
Newgale. 

•97. The day on which the rebels surrendered 
at Preston was remarkable for the battle of 
Dumblaine, fought between the duke of Argyle 
«nd the eari of Mar^ who commanded th^ pre* 
tender's forces^ This nobleman had retreated to 
his camp at Perth, when he understood the duke 
waa return^ from Lothian to Stirling. But 
being now joined by the northern dans under 
4khe earl of Seiferai^ and ihoie of the m/m 
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hjt gepaeai Qoi^Bm^ iprha kmd 

nalized himself in the service of the czar of 
Mu6COV]L»lie leso^ved lo pass the Forth, in ^rder 
to join »s sottlhmi lrienda» tbat ther migfac 
march together into England. Wkb tmm «Mr 
he advanced to Auchterarder, where he review- 
ed his anny^ ^nd rested on the eiev»th day of 
Noveqpbtf. Tbc duke of Arg^Ie, appriMd of 
Kis intention, and being joinea by sone regi« 
ments of dragoons from Ireland, determined to 
give him battle in the neighbourhood of I>uni- 
biaine. On the twelfth da|F oi the mmnd^^AMg^ 
passed the Forth at Stirling, and encamped wA 
his left at the village of Dumblaine^ and his 
^^t towards Sheiilfmoor. The eaci of Mar 
advanwd within two miles of his camp, nad 
mained till day-break in order of battle; his army 
€oni|bting of nine thousand effective men, cavalry 
as well as infantry. In the joorning, the dnke, 
understanding they were im motioai drew up his 
forces, which did not exceed three thousand five 
hundred men, on the heights to the north-east of 
Dumbiajuie '; but he- was oittflMBiked both oii the 
right and left. The dans that fanned part of 
the centre and right wing of the enemy, with 
Glengary and Cl^oronald at their head, charged 
thf left of the king's army swond m hand^ wkh 
such impetuosity, that in seven minntes both 
horse and foot were totally routed with great 
slaughter; and general Whethem^ who com- 
manded them, fled at full gallop to Stiifog, 
wh^e he declared that the royal army was to* 
tally defeated. In the mean time, the duke of 
Afyffie^ who commanded in person on the right, 
a^Uc^ed the left of the enemy, at the head^of 
StiMr 8 and Evans's dragoons, and drove them two 
miles before him, as far as the water of Allan; 

yet in that^space the/ whesJed aboMf and alii 
tempted to rally^ ten times; so that he wak 

^*4«?APi>re»tJ|je» Ij^rdj dm, they might no^, 



Digitized by Google 



1716* 0«OBGB I. 417 

recover from their confusion. Brigadier Wii^ht- 
man followed, in order to sustain him with three 
tettaUoM of infantry ; while the ^eiltoHou^ right 
wing of the rebels hsrv^ing pui^iitd Whetbam a 
considerable way, fefurned to the field, and 
formed in the rear of Wightman, to the amount 
of "five tfaoorand men* The duke of Argyle, 
retvraing from the pfursuit, jomed "WilhtmaOi 
who had faced about, and taken possession of 
some enclosures and mud walls, in expectation* 
of being attacked. In this posture both lunm« 
fronted each other till the evenhig, "wlien the ^ 
duke drew off towards Dumblaine, and the re*« 
* bels retired to Ardoch, without mutual moles- 
tftiion. Next *day the duke marchifig back to 
the field ctf bcifttle, carried off "the wonmled, with 
four pieces of cannon left by the army, and re- 
treated to Stirling. Few prisoners were taken oa 
either side: the number of the slain might be 
about five hundred of eaoh aruiy, and b^h ge» 

nerals claimed the victory. This battle was not 
so fatal to the Highlanders as the loss of Inver- 
Dess, from which sir John Mackesissie was driven 
by Simon Fraser Icnrd Lovat, who, contrary to. 
the principles he had hitherto professed, secured 
this important post for the government ; by 
which means a free communicatioa was opened 
with the North of Scodiaud, where tbe «arl of 
Sutherland had raised a considerable body of 
vassals. The marquis of Huntley and the earl 
of Seaforth were obliged to quit the rebel army, 
in order u> defend their own te t f i torie s; and 
a little time submitted to king George: a good 
number of the Frazers declared with their chief 
against the pretender i the marquis of TuUibar-'. 
dine withdrew from the anuy , to cover hb own 
country ; and the clans, seeing no likelihood of 
another action, b^an to disperse, according to 
custom. 

The goveraoieni wtti aofritt a cradttioA 

T 2 
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to send strong reinforci^flieDts to Scotland. Six 
ihmHiamt mtm thai were claimed of the states- 
general^ hf ▼iftM of thfe treaty, landed in Eog^ 
iaud, and began their march for Edinburgh: 
general Cadogaa aet out for the same place, to- 
getliar mti^ |H%adier Petit, and aix other en^ 
ginaert; tad a train of artillery was shipped ai 
the Tower for that country, the duke of Argyle 
resolving lo diiw the earl of Mar out of Perth^ 
wUch town .he iiad retired with the remains 
of his forces. The pretender having been aroused 
^ witli the hope of seeing the whole kingdom of 
£ngiand rise up as one man in his behalf; and 
the sinks of Omood having made a fruitless 
voyage to the western coast, to try the disposi* 
tion of the people, he was now convinced of the 
vanity of Ins eapectation in that quarter i and, 
as ho knew not whaPt other course to take, he 
resolved to hazard his person among his friends 
in Scotland, at a time when his affairs ia that 
kingdom irere absolutely desperate, from Bre* 
fagne he posted through part of France in dis« 
guise, and embarking in a small vessel at Dun* 
kirk, hired for that purpose, arrived on the 
twenty^isecofid day of December at Peterhead 
with six gentlemen in his retinue, one of whom 
was the marquis of Tinmouth, son to the duke 
of Berwick. He passed through Aberdeen in* 
«Qgiiito,.to Fetieroase, where he was met by the 
ems of Mar and Marischal, and about tnirty 
noblemen and gentlemen of the first quaKty,^. 
Hei» he ww soIemnLy p^rociaimed ; his deciara^ 
tioBi dated at Commercy, was printed and cir^ 
ciliated through all the parts in that neighbour* 
hood ; and he received addresses from the epis* 
topal clergy, and the laity of that communion in 
the diocese of Aberdeen. On the fifth day of 
<lanuary,, he made his public entry into Dundee ; 
and on the seventh arrived at Scone, where he 
seemed determined to stay un^ij the ceremony 
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of bis coronaticMi ghould be petttmMJ Fwm 
thence he made an ercursion to Perth, where ht 

reviewed his forces. Then he formed a regular 
council; and published six proclaniatioas ; one 
for a genetal thanksgiving, ott ' aeciMine iif liit 
safe arrival; another enjoining the ministers to 
pray for him in churches; a third establishing 
the currency of foreign coins; a fourth aummoii* 
ing the meeting of the conTentioil of eMUes; a 

fifth ordering- all sensible men to repair to his 
standard ; and a sixth, fixing the twenty-third 
day of January for his coronation. He made a 
pathetic speech in a g'I'and coAneil, at whitb all 

the chiefs of his party assisted. They deter* 
mined, however, to abandon the enterprise, as 
the kinp^*s army was reinforced hf the Dutch 
auxiliaries, and they themselves were not otily 
reduced to a small number, but likewise destitute 
of money, arms, ammunition, forage, and provi^ 
sion; for the duke of Argyle bad takMTicmsessioii 
of BumtMsland, and transported a detaehmenr t4k 

Fife, so as to cut oflf Mar s comniunicatiou with 
that fertile country. 

89. Notwithstanding the severity of the wea- 
ther, and a prodigious foil of snow, which reni 
dered the roads almost impassable, the duke, on 
the twenty-ninth of January^ began his marchto 
Dumblaine, and next day reached TudlibMdiiie; 
where he received intelligence that the pretender 
and his forces had, on the preceding day, retired 
towards Dundee. He forthwith took poisesstoa 
of Perth; and then began hU iliweh to ilibH^ 
brothick, in pursuit of the enemy. The cheva^* 
Her de St. George, being thus hotly pursued^ was 
prevailed upon to embark on board a wmM 
French ship that lay in the harbour of Montmew 
He was accompanied by the earls of Mar and 
Melfort, the lord Drummond, lieutenant-general 
Bulkley^ and other persons of dis^nction, to iba 
nymber of seveniefo* In order (o avoid *fh« 



Digitized by Google 



43# HISTORY >«B £M«LANi>. 171& 

£aglish cruizers, tlity stretched over to Nor« 
CMftting along the Gennan aad I>ttt€i| 
ihoffet» atrfveditt fare days at Ckaveline, GeM« 
rai Gordon, whom the pretender had left com« 
mander ia cliief of the forces, assisted by the 
flafi iMaiiiehaii^ proeeeded wiih them to Aber- 
drnWi iriheK be eecofed theee veiids to sail 

northw«ard, and take on board the persons who 
intended to make their escape to the continent* 
XJ^ea they continued their march through Slradi* 
•pey and Stttaihdoiisi^ to the faiUa of BadmodB* 
irhere the common people were quietly dismissed. 
This retreat was made with such expedition, that 
tfaa dukft of Argyie, with aU hia activity, could 
iievar CHreruka tbm war-guard, which caauateBd 
of a thousand horse, commanded by the earl 
Marischal. Such was the issue of a rebellion 
that pruned fatal to many noble lamilies f a re- 
ImMIoii ipriiidii ia all pfobability^ would never 
have happened, had not the violent measures of 
a whig ministry kindled such a flame of discon- 
tflat^ui ib6 muofk^ as encouraged the pa rti saaa of 
tba pKteadar to hasard a revolt* 
^ SO* The pafdiament of Ireland, whieh met at 
Dublin on the twelfth day of November, seemed 
IMsen more isealous^ if possible^ than that of fiag- 
kpd^ fior the pieseetadmiittstvatios^ They passed 
bills for recognising the Idag^s title ; for the ae* 
curity of his person and government ; for setting 
Siprice on the pretender's head ; suid for attaint* 
>ing the duke of Omoed. They granted the 
supplies ^widboitft oppositieo. All tliose who had 
addressed the late queen in favour of sir Con- 
atanrinft iPhipps, then lord chancellor of Ireland| 
wrM» now brought upon their Inoees, and otn* 
* Sttred aa guilty of* a fenaach of prml^ge. They 
desired the lords-justices would issue a proclama* 
tion against the popish inhabitants of Limerick 
and Oaiway, who, presuming upon the* capitula* 
iMi signed by king ^j(liUtaiii» elaimed jia eMD^ 
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tion from the penalties impoaed upon other 
papists* They engaged in an aasociatiom against 
the pretender^ and ul his abettors. The^ vMed 

the earl of Anglesey an enemy to the king and 
kingdom, because he advised the queen to break 
the army, and prorogue the tefie parliamtnti; 
and they address^ the king to remote him from 
his council and service. The lords-justices granted 
orders for apprehending the earls of Antrim and 
Westmeath, the lords Natterville, Cahir» and 
Dillon, as persons suspected of disaffeetion to the 
government. Then they adjourned the . two 
houses. 

3L The king^ in his speech to the English paib 
liamenty which met on the ninth of January, 

told them he had reason to believe the pretender 
v^as landed in Scotland : he congratulated them 
on the success of his arms in suppressing; the re* 
faeUion; on the conclusion of the bameir tiseaty 
between the emperor and the states-general, 
under his guarantee; on a convention with 
Spain that would deliver the trade of £ngland 
to that kingdom, from the new impositions and 
hardships to which it was subjected in conse- 
quence of the late treaties. He likewise gave 
them ta understand, that a treaty for renewing 
all former alliances between the. crown c»f Great 
Britain and the states-general was almost con« 
eluded; and he assured the commons he would 
freely give up all the estates that should hecoma 
forfieitinl to the crown by this rebelUon, to be 
applied towards defraying the extraordinary ex- 
pence incurred on this occasion. The commons, 
m their address of thanks, declared that they 
would prosecute, in the most vigorous and im« 
partial manner, the authors of those destructive 
councils which had drawn down such miseries 
upon the nation* Their resolutions were speedy, 
and ezactlv conformable to this declaration^ 
They expelled Mr, Forster from the house. 
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They forthwith impeached the earls of Der- 
weotwiter, Niihtdale^ Caraw^th, and Wintounfi 

lords Widdrington, Kenmuir, and Nairn. These 
noblemen being brought to the bar of the house 
of iordsy heard the articles of impeachment read 
on the tenth day of Januaty^ and were ordered 
to put in their answers on the sixteenth. The 
impeachments being lodged, the lower house 
ordered a bill to be brought in for continuin^f 
the suspension of the habeas corpus act; thea 
they prepared another to attaint the marquis of 
Tuflibardine, the earls of Mar and Linlithgow, 
and lord John Drununond. On the twenty-first 
tlay of January, the king gave the royal assent 
to the bill for continuing the suspension of the 
habeas corpus act. He told the parliament that 
the pretender was actually in Scotland, heading 
the rebellion, and assuming the style and title of 
king of these realms ; he demanded of the com* 
mons such supply as might discourage any fo* 
reign power from assisting the rebels. On Thurs- 
day the nineteenth day of January, all the im« 
peached lords pleaded guilty to the articles 
exhibited against them, except the carl of Wiu- 
toun, who petitioned for a lon|^r time, on va- 
rious pretences. The rest received sentence of 
deaHi, on the ninth 6ay of February, in the 
court erected in Westminster-hall, where the 
lord chancellor Cowper presided as lord high- 
Meward on that occarion. The countess of 
NSthsdale and lady Nium threw themselves at 
the king*s feet, as he passed through the apart- 
ments of the palace, and implored his mercy ia 
behalf of their husbands; but their tears and m* 
treaties produced no ef&ct. The council re- 
solved that the sentence should be executed, aiid 
orders were given for that purpose to the lieu- 
tenant of the Tower, and the sheriA of London 
«nd Middlesex. 
•8S# The countess of Derwentwatcr, with, her 
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ttsier, accompaaied by the dutchesses of CIeve« 
land and Bolton^ and several other ladies of the 
first distinction, were introduced by the dukes of 
Richmond and St. Albans into the king's bed* 
chamber, where she invoked his majesty's cle- 
mency for her unfortunate consort. She aftef^ 
wards repaired to the lobby of the house of 
peers, attended by the ladies of the other con- 
demned lords, and above twenty others of the 
same quality, and begged the intercession of the 
house ; but no regard was paid to their petiticm. 
Next day, they petitioned both houses of parlia- 
ment. The commons rejected their suit. In the 
up^er house, the duke of Richmond delivered a 

Petition from the earl of Derwentwater, to whoM 
e was nearly related, at tlie same time declaring 
that he himself should oppose hi^ solicitation. 
The earl of Derby expressed some compassioft 
for the numerous family of lord Nairn. Peti^ 
tions from the' rest were presented by other 
lords, moved with pity and humanity. Lord 
Townshend and others vehemently oppwed theic 
behi^ read. The earl of Nottingham thought 

this mdulgence might be granted: the house as-. 
, sented to his opinion ; and agreed to an address^ 
praying his majesty would reprieve such of the 
condemned lords as should seem to deserve his 
mercy. To this petition the king answered^ 
that on this, and all other occasions he would do 
v^hat he thought most consbtexit with the dignity 
of his crown and the safety of his people. The^ 
earl of Nottingham, president of the council, hii 
brother the earl of Aylesbury, chancellor of the 
dutchy of Lancaster, his son lord finch, one o£ 
the lords of the treasury, his kinsman lord Gueno^^ 
sey, master of the jewel-office, were altogethet^ 
dismissed from his majesty's service. Orders- 
were dispatched for executing the earls of Der- 
wentwater and Nithsdale, and the viscount of 
l^enmuir, immediately the others werp respited 
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to Ae ievcoth day of March. Nithidaie made 

his escape in woman's apparel, furnibhed and 
conveyed to him by his own mother. On the 
twenty-fourth day of February, Derwentwateiw 
and Kemnuir were beheaded on Tower^hilL The 
former was an amiable youth, brave, open, gene* 
reus, hospitable, and humane. His fate drew 
tears from the spectators, and was a great mis* 
fortune to die country in which he liyed« He: 

gfavc bread to muUitudes of people whom he 
employed on his estate: the poor, the widow, 
and the orphan rejoiced in his bouAty. Keo*^^ 
muir was a virtuous nobleman, calm, aensiblei ^ 
resolute, and resigned. He was a devout mem* < 
ber of the Eng-lish church; but the other died ii|. 
the faith of Rome; bqth adhered to their poU^- 
deal principles. On the fifteenth day of Marafa, 
Wintoun was brought to trial, and being coa«> 
Victed, received sentence of death. ^ 

83. When the king passed the land-tax biU^ 
which was ushered in with a very extraordinary 
preamble, he informed both houses of the pre* 
tender's flight from Scotland. In the beginning . 
of Aprils a commission for trying the rebels met 
in the court 'of Common-pleas, when bills oC 
high-treason were found against Mr. Forster^ 
Mackintosh, and twenty of their confederates. 
Forster escaped from Newgate, and reached the 
continent in safety; the rest pleaded not guilty, 
and were indulged with time to prepare for 
their trials. The judges, appointed to try the 
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ber guilty of _ 

were executed at Preston and Manchester ; about 

a thousand prisoners submitted to the king's 
mercy, and petitioned for transportation. Pitta, 
the keeper of Newgate, being suspected of hay. 
ing connived at Forster*8 escape, was tried for 
his life at the Old-bailey, and acquitted. Not* 
Withstanding this prosecutioiij which ought to ^ 
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have redoubled the vigilance of the jailors^ bri- 
g^fidier Mackintoth, and several other prisoners^ 
bMke fixim Mewg^ate, after having mastered the 
keeper and turnkey, aod disarmed the sentinel. 
The court proceeded with the trials of those 
t\t^ remained; and a gr^at number were found 
goilty; four or five were hanged, drawn, and 
quartered, at Tyburn ; and among these was one 
William Paul, a clergyman, who, in his last 
spaech, professed himself a true and sincere rnemh 
ber df the ebnrch of England, but not of the re- 

volution schismatical church, whose bishops had 
abandoned the king, and shamefully given up 
their ecclesiastical rights, by submitting to the 
mflsNrfu), invalid, lay-deprivations authorised bjf 
the prince of Orange. 

84« Though the rebellion was extinguished, 
tiie flame of national dissatisfactiqn stiU conti* 
sued to rage: the severitiea exercised against 
the rebels increased the general discontent; for 
now the danger was blown over their humane 
|>a8sion8 began to prevaii. The courage and foi> 
Yiitxde with which the eondemsied persons en- 
countered the pains of death in its most dreadful 
form, prepossessed many spectators in favour of 
the cause by which those unhappy victims were 
luuma^* In a word, persecution^ as usual, ex^ 
tended the heresy. The ministry, perceiving 
this universal dissatisfaction, and dreading the 
revolution of a new parliament, which might 
tmst the power from their faction, and' retort 
Upen them the violence of their own measures, 
formed a resolution equally odious and eflFectual 
to establish their administration. This was np 
other than a scheme to repeal the trienm'al act, 
and by a new law to extend the term of parlia- 
ments to seven years. On the tenth day of 
April, the duke of Devonshire represented, in 
the hdiise of lords, that triennial elections served 
to keep up party divisions ; to raise ^d fonmC 
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feuds in private families ;^ to produee muM>us 

expences, aod give occasion to the cabals aad 
tfUrigues of forei|^ j^raaces: that it became the 
wisdom of such an avgost assembl^y to . apply 
proper remedies to «i evU that might be at>* 
tended with the most dangferous consequences, 
especially in the present temper of the^n^tioo, as 
the spirit of rebellion still remained uncon^aecefL 
He, therefore^ proposed a billifor eniarging the 
continuance of parliaments. He was seconded 
by the earls of Dorset and RjOHckingham, . 
4ttlwaf Argyle, lord Townshendf and lh« otto? 
chiefs of that party. The motioa wa» oppoeed 
by the earls of Nottingham, Abingdon, and 
>Paulet« They observed, that frequent ; pacliar 
ments were required by the fundament^ .c^liif!!^^ 
tutionof the lungdom, ascertained in the prao* 
tice of many ages: that the members of the 
lower house were chosen by (the. body Qi:the 
mttion^ fot a certaia term ol jew^ at .(he i^xptp- 
ration of which they could be no- long^ ra]^>e» 
sentatives of the people, who, uy the parliament's 
protracting its own authority, would ^b64^pp.ved 
m£ the ouy remedi^ which, they .Itoite. agaimt 
those who, through ignorance or comiptkm, be^ 
trayed the trust reposed in them : that the rea- 
sons in fawur of such a .hiUt were weajc^aad 
^niveious i that, with respect |o iordgfll M^ncm^ 
no prince or state could reasonably depead*apon 
a people to defend their liberties and interests, 
who ahould be thought to have given up. so great 
^ part of their own; nor would it be prudtent in I 
them to wish for a change in that -constitnticm 
under which Europe had of late been so power- 
fully supported; ou the contrary, they might be 
'deterred from entering into any.. engagements 
^th Great Britain, when informed- by we pre- 
*mble of the bill, that the popish faction was so 
dangerous as to thr^eaten destruction to the go- 
<»erament;. they^ wot^ld appci^end^ puu the-iad* 
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numstratioii was so weak aa la want so exmMv- 
dinarjr a provieioo for its, safety: that 4lie gMN 

tlemen of Britain were not to be trusted; and 
that the good affections of the people were re- 
strained within the limits of the house of cooi^ 
noiis. They affirmed that tbit^ bill^ far' fram 
pre^endng the expence of elections, would ra- 
ther increase it, and encourage every species of 
corruption; for the value of a seat would ^aivays 
be 10 proportion to the doradoo of a ptrliamofti; 
»ad the purchase would rise accordincrly : that a 
long parliament would yield a greater tempta- 
tion» as well as a better opportunity to a viciottt 
inAnistiy^ to corrupt the members^ thM they 

could possibly have when the parliaments were 
short and frequent: that the same reasons urged 

for passing the bill to coatinne^this pariiameat 
for seven years Would be at least as^stro&f, aadl^ 

by the conduct of the ministry, might be made 
much stronger before the end of that term, for 
continuing, and even perpetuating their leglsia* 
tiye- power, to the absolute ^subirerrioir of the 
fhtrd^ estate of ' the realm* These arguments 
serveri only to form a decent debate, after winch 
the biU lor septennial parliamentr passed^ by a 
great majority ;-lboug!hrlw«sl^ peers^ entimiiir k 
protest. ' It'met with the same fate in the lower 
house, where many strong objections were stated 
to no purpose. They were represented a» the 
effects of fM^*ty spleen>ra9idyted^ 
great spnn^of action on both sides. The que^ 
tion for the bill was carried in the afhrmative; 
and in a little time it received the royal sandiofl. 
35. The rebeiltte /being utfeiiy quciiled^^tad 

"all the suspi^^ted persons of consequence detain- 
ed in safe custody, the king resolved to visit his 
German dominions, where he foresaw a storm 
gathetii^ ftcte the ^paiter<of Swedeb^ OharhRi 
XITb waftHs:c6«mely exasperated against the elee»» 
tOL qL Hanoveriv f^r. imping, entered ^into th^ 
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cdnfedcrac^ against him in hit absence, parttctii^ 
litflf for hit having pnrchd«ed the datcfaim of 

Bremen and Verden, which constituted part of 
his dominions; and he breathed nothing but 
revenge against the king of Great Britain. It 
mn iniA a yiew to avert this danger, or pre-s 

pare against it, that the king now determined 
upon a voyage to the continent. But as he was 
restrieted from leaving his British dominions, hf 
aet for the Anther limitation of the crown* 

this clause was repealed in a new bill thatpassed 
through both houses without the least difficulty. 
•On the twenty-sixth day of Jone, the kin|; closed 
the session with a speedi upon the usual topics, 

in which, however, he observed, that the nu- 
merous instances of mercy he had shewn, served 
only to encourage the faction of the pretender, 
whose partiiam acted with such insolence and 

folly, as if they intended to convince the world 
that they were not to be reclaimed by gentle 
methods. He intimated his purpose of visiting 
his dominions in Germany ; and gave them td 
understand, that he had constituted his beloved 
son, the prince of Wales, guardian of the king- 
dom in his absence. About this period, general 
Manrtsey, who had returned fo Enghmvatthe 

accession of king George, presented hiiiMlf to 
trial for the murder of the duke of Hamilton, 
The deposition of colonel Hamilton usas contra^ 
dieted by two park-keepers: the general* wits 
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the army, and gratified with the command of 
a^cigiment. The king's brother prince Ernest^ 
bishop of Osnabruck^ was created duke of Ybik 
and AlbMv^ and eati of Ulster. The duke oF 
Argyle, and his brother the earl of Hay, to whom 
his majesty owed, in a great measure, his peace* 
able accession to the throne^ as well as the ea* 
tincti on of the reheHionln 6c6dand, were noiv 
#*"i**wcd from all jlidar ^mploymeiitd, ^nera| 
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Carpenter succeeded the dnke in tht chief com« 
naad of the fmee$ in North Britaio, and in ih» 

goverment of Port-Mahon; and the duke af 
Montrobe was appointed lord-regiater of Scot* 
l^nd in the room of the earl of Hay. 

>36. On the Mventh day of July» the king enw 
barked at Gravesend, landed on the ninth in 
Holland Y through which he passed incognito to 
Hanover, and from thence set out for Pyrmont* 
His aim was to secure his Omnaa domiaioina 
from the Swede, and Great Britain from the 
pretender. These two princes had already begun 
to form a design, in conjunction of invading hia 
kingdom. He knew the dnke of Orleana wak 
resolved to ascend the throne of France, in case 
the young king, who was a sickly child, should 
die without male issue. The regent was not 
ignorant that PhiUp of Spain would pawef£uU|n 
contest that succession, notwithstandmg his rcw 
nunciation ; and he was glad of an opportunity 
tp strengthen hia interest by an alliance with the^ 
naritime powers of England and HoUand. Tkm 
king of England sounded him on this enbject^ 
and found him eager to engage in such an asso*' 
ciation. The negotiation was carried on by ^ene^^* 
issd .Cadogan for fi^^iand, the Ahb6 dn UomSMi 
prance and the penstf>nary Heinsiusf<Mr the states^ 
general. The regent readily complied with all 
t^ir demands. He engagedr that the pretender: 
sliqiild immediately depart^^firami Avignon tntlM^ 
other side. <tf the Alps, and never fetuiti/tt> Len^ 
raine or France on any pretence whatsoever 
that no rebellious subjects of Great ficitainft 
should be a4owe4 ^ Kietide in that IdngdMMi 
and that the treaty of Utreoht, with respediW^ 
the demolition of Dunkirk, should be fully exe^. 
cuted to the satisfactioAof his Britannic majesty,. 

Th^ treaty contained a mutual guarantee of 
the places possessed by die contracting peiweasil^ 

9fi, ti»p..proM»faftt wcpessioi?^ qu, the . thnm 
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£i^[laiidy as well a& of that of the duke of Or* 
kaas to tbe emm of Snmsti ^ de fe M ii P g - 

sdliance, stipalatin^ the proportion of ships and 
forces to be furnished to that power which 
ahoold be disturbed al home or anvadcd from 
abroad. The JSnglish people nmnmmed at this 
treaty. Thej said an unnecessary umbragpe was" 
given to Spain, with which the nation had great 
^MMMpf i^i^ai Mwmkiticnrm • that Oil fiTetence of 

aft hgnrnm^ a body of foreign troops might be 

introduced to enslave the kingdom. 

S7« His m^esty was not so successful in liia 
epdcavoofsio appease the king of Sweden, who 
neftned to listen to any over^ms until I^mbcb 
and Verden should be restored* These the elec-* 
tor of Hanover resolved to keep as a fair pnr^ 
chase; and he rnqmed tn a ceolbdefacy widi 
the enemies of Chanes, for the maintenance of 
this acquisition. Meanwhile his rupture with 
Sweden was extremely prejudicial to the com- 
merce of Bnglandy and had wrtl nigh ontaiiod 
upon the kingdom another invasion, much more 
formidable than that which had so lately mis- 
carried. The ministers of Sweden resident ac 
iMidon^ PariS) and the Hague, itointaiweii « 
correspondence with the disaffected subjects of 
Great Britain. A scheme was formed for the 
Swedish king's landing on this isiaad with a 
comiderdble body of ferees, where be Aould be 
joined by the malcontents of the united kingw 
donu Charles relidied the enterprise, whidi 
flattered hb ambitioii ud temnge ; nor was iC < 
disagreeable to the es«r of Muscovy, wbo 
sented the elector's offer of joining the Swede 
against the Russians, provided he would ratiiy 
the cession of Bremen and Verden. Ksng^George 
baviQg received intimation of these intrigues, 
fotumed to England towards the end of January; 
and ordered a detachmrat of foot-guards 40 
secure count Oyilenburj^ the Swedi* wialMMV 
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-with ail his papers^ At the-same time^ sir Jacob 
Biiftlnriml MrirhnrimfyifirTnTr apfwefaeiided. 
nPiie otl«r foreign-wmifltem wok die idarm, anA 
remonstrated to the ministry upon this outrage 
csummioad against the law of uationa^ The two 
iMUctarigii Sranhapg and Meih»en^ wtete cnreiH 
lar letters to them, assuring them that in a day 
or two they should be acquainted with the rea- 
SOBS that indufied the Idng to take such an ex<- 
mwdiiwy step. They were genially eaiisfiod 

with this mtimation ; out the marquis de Mon* 
teleoae, ambassador from Spain, expressed his 
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arresting the person of a public minister, and 
seising ail his papers, which were the sacred 
r^icmtories of his master's secrets : he observed, 
that in wkatener manner these two fttiti might 
seem to be understood, they very sensibly 
wminded the law of nations. About the same 
taaie baron ^Botta^ the Swedish residentiary in 
Holland, was seized with his papers at Amheim, 
at the desire of king George, communicated to 
the Slates by Mr. JLeathes, his minister at the 
Hagueu The baton owned he had projected the 
invasion, a desigpi that was justified by the con* 
duct of king Greorge, who had joined tne princes 
m confederal apainst the king of Sweden, with* 
oat hawog noBived the least provocation ; who 
had assisted the king of Denmark in subduing 
the dutchies of Bremen and Verden,- and then 
purchased them of the vsnrper ; and who had» 
m the eomee of thAs ^i^ry sonmier, sent a strong 
squadron of ships to the Baltic, where it joined 
the Danes and Russians against the Swedish fleet* 
86^ When the fuirlianieiit of Great Britain met 
on tiio twentietb day of February, tho king in* 
formed them of the triple alliance he had con- 
chidttl with France and Holland. He mentioned 

tbt ^p?o^iCMd invasion ; *tdd them he had given 
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orders for laying before them copies of the 
letters wshidi bad paaeed between the Scottish 
nanistm on that sobfect ; and lie denmded of 

the commons such supplies as should be found 
necessary Cor ihe defence of the kingdonu Bjr 
Ibose papers it appeared tbat the scheme pro« 
jecfed by baron Gorts was very plaiisiUe, and 
even ripe for execution ; which, however, was 
|X>stponed until the army should be redncedt 
aiid the Dutch auidUaries sent back to dieir om 
country. The letters being read in parliament^ 
both houses presented addresses, in which they 
tttoUed the king's prudence in establishing such 
conventions with foreign potentates as might 
repair the gross defects, and prevent the per* 
nicious consequences of the treaty of Utrecht, 
which they termed a treacherous and disbonouiw 
able peaces and they expressed their horror and 
indignation at the malice and ingratitude of 
those who had encouraged an invasion of their 
Qountry. He likewise received an address of the 
same kind from the conwenlion; another from 
the dissenting ministers; a third from the uni- 
versity of Cambridge ; but Oxford was not so 



lit 









me^ehancellor and heads of that nmveriity, a 

motion was made for an address to the king, on 
the suppression of the late unnatural rebeUioo, 
bis majesty's safe return^ and the favour latdj 
shewn to the university, in omitting, at their 
request, the ceremony of burning in effigy the 
devils the popcy the pretender^ tk^ duke of Or« ^ 
mondt and the earl of Mar» on the anniTOrsarj 
of his majesty's accessimi. Dr. Smalridge, bishop 
of Bristol, observed, that the rebellion had been 
long suppressed ; that there would be no end of 
addresses, should one be prasenied drery time 
his majesty returned from Ins German domi- 
^ns| that the late favour they had received 

W4? overbalapced bjr n whole reginant pow 
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quartered upon them; and that there was no 
precedent for addressing a king upon his return 
£rom Us German dominioaB* The tmiyersicy 
thought they had reason to complain of the 
litli^ regard paid to their remonstrances, touch- 
ing a riot raited in that city by the soldiers there 
quartered, on pretence that the annivenary of the 
prince's birth-day had not been celebrated with 
the usual rejoicings. Affidavits had been sent 
up to the council ; which seemed to favour the 
officers of the regiment. When the house of 
lords deliberated upon the mutiny-bill, by which 
the soldiers were exempted from arrests for 
debts, complaint was made of their licentious 
behaviour at Oxford ; and a motion was made, 
that they should enquire into the riot. Fhe lords 
presented an address to the king, desiring that 
the papers relating to that afiair might laid 
before the house. These being perused, were 
found to be recriminations between the Oxonians 
and the officers of the regiment. A warm de- 
bate ensued, during which the earl of Abingdon 
oflFered a petition from the vice-chancellor of the 
university, the mayor and magistrates of Oxford, 
praying to be heard. One of the court members - 
observing that it would be irregular to receive a 
petition while the house was in a grand commit- 
tee, a motion was made, that the chairman 
should. leave the chair ; but this being carried in 
^ the negative^ the debate was resumed, and the 
majority agreed to the f<4lowing resoluticms: 
that the heads of the university, and mayor of 
the city, neglected to make public rejoicings on 
the prmce's birth-day: that the officers hav« 
ing met to celebrate that day, the house in 
which they had assembled was assaulted, and 
the windows were broken by the rabble : that 
this assault was the beginning and occasion of 
the riots that ensued. That the conduct of the 
major seemed well justified by the affidavits pro- 
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'duced on his part : that the printing- and publish- 
^in^^ the depositioiiSi upon which the complaints 
w»ttw tor the riim «t Oxford were Asimcted, 
^while that matter was undi^r the examination of 
the lords of the committee of the council^ before 
they had time to come to any reaolution touch- 
ing the tMae^ was trregehur, disrespectfml to his 
royal highness, and tending to sedition. An en- 
quiry of this nature, so managed, did not much 
ndound to the honour of such an august as- 
sembly. 

' 39. The commons passed a bill, prohibiting 
*all commerce with Sweden, a branch of trade 
«which was of the utmost consequence to the 
English tnCTchams. They voted ten tfaousatid 
seamen for the ensuing year; granted about a 
million for the maintenance of guards, garrisons, , 
and land forces ; and passed the bill relating to 
'nitttiny and desertion; The hoMe likewise voted 
four-and-twenty thousand pounds for the pay- 
Tnent of four battalions of Munster and two of 
^Saxe-<}otha, which the king had taken- into his 
service, to supply the place of such as might be, 
during the rebellion, drawn from the garrisons 
of the states-general to the assistance of England. 
This vote, however, was not carried without a i 
^vkdeot debate.' The demand was inveighed 
against as an imposition, seeing no troops had 
ever served. A motion was made for an address, , 
desiring that the instructions of those who con* | 
*d«kled the treaties might be laid before the 
house ; but thb was over-ruled by the majority.* 

• This year was rsndered famous by a complete victory 
which prince Eu^jeno obtained over the Turks at Peter- 
waraHiii upon the Danube. The battle was tought on the 
fitUi day of* August. The Impe rial army ilid not exceed 
Mstj^ tiiousand men : that ot the infidels amounted to one 
Imbored and fifty thousand* commanded by the grand 
visir, who was mortally wounded in the engn^ment. 

infidels were totally defeated, with the loss of all 
.WIT tents, artillery, and baggage • SO tUat Uie yictora ob* 
w&ad an laimense booty, 
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-The supplies were raised by a land-tax of thrcfc 
shillings in the pound, ana a malt-tax. What 
'^e commons had given Wai not thought- suifi* 
•d^t for the expence of the yeAf ; themfdre Mt. 

^Secretary Stanhope brought a message from his 

majesty, demanding au extraordinary supply, 
that he might be the better enabled to secure 

-fats kingdoms against the danger wkh which 
they were threatened from Sweden ; and he 
moved that a supply should be granted to his 
majesty for this purpose. Mr. Shippeu observed 
it was a great tnisfbrtuiie that the king was at 
little acquainted witli the parliamentary pro- 
ceedings as with the language of the country: 
that the message was unparbamentary and ut^ 
precedented; tod, in his opinion, penned by 
some foreign minister : he said he had been 
often told that his majesty had retrieved the 
honour and reputation of the nation; a tfuth 

* which appeared in the flourishing condition of 
trade ; but that the supply demanded seemed to 
be inconsistent with the glorious a4vantages 
which his majestv had obtained for the people. 

'He was secondea by Mr. Hungerford, who de- 

' dared that for his part he could not understand 
^what occasion there was for new alliances ; much 
'less that they should be purchased with monev. 
'He expressed his surprise that a nation so lately 

'the terror of France and Spain slu)uld now seem 
to fear so inconsiderable an enemy as the king 
of Sweden. The motion was supported by Mr. 
'[Boscawen, sir Gilbert Heathcdte, and othenr; 
but some of the whigs spoke against it ; and Mr. 
'Robert Walpole was silent. The speaker, and 
*Mr. Smith, one of the tellers of the exchequer, 
"Opposed this unparliamentary way of demanding 
•the supply: the former proposed that part of 
*the*army should be disbanded, and the money 
'applied towards the making good such new 

^gagcmefits as were deeikied necessary. After 
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•avtfal taccemye debates, the resolotioii for a 
iupply was carried by a majority of four voices* 

40. The n^inistry was now divided within it- 
self. Lord Town&hend had been removed from 
the office of secretary of state, by the intrigues 
of the earl of Sunderland : and he was nowUke- 
wise dismissed from the place of lord-lieutenant 
of Ireland. Mr. Robert Walpole resigned his 
posts of first commissioner of the treasury and 
chancellor of the exchequer: his example was 
followed by Mr. Pulteney, secretary at war, and 
Mr. Methueui secretary of state. When the af- 
fair of the supply was resumed in the house of 
commons, Mr. Stanhope made a motion for 
granting two hundred and fifty thousand pounds 
for that purpose. Mr. Pulteney observed, that 
having resigned his place, he might now act with 
the freedom becoming an Englishman: he de- 
clared against tlie manner of granting the sup- 
ply, as unparliamentary and unprecedented. He 
said he could not persuade himself that any Eng- 
lishman advised his majesty to send such a mes* 
sagej but he doubted not the resolution of a Bri- 
ti^ parliament would make a German ministry 
tremble. Mr. Stanhope having harangued the 
house in vindication of the mintstrv, Mr. Smith 
answered every article of his speech : he affirm- 
ed, that if an estimate of the conduct of the mi- 
nistry in relation to affairs abroad was to be 
made from a comparison of their conduct at 
home, tliey would not appear altogether so fault- 
less as they were represented. ** Was it not a 
mistake (said he) not to preserve the peace at 
<^ home, after the king had ascended the throne 
with the universal applause and joyful accla^ 
mations of all his subjects? Was it not a mis- 
take, upon the breaking out of the rebellion, 
not to issue a proclamaUon, to.ofifer pardon to 
<^ such as should return Home peaceably, accord- 
^* iug to the custom on former occasions of the 
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** same nature ? Was it not a mistake, after the 
auppremon of the. rebellion and the trial and 
execudoD of the principal amhora of it^ to 
keep up animosities, and drive people to de- 
*• spair, by not passing an act of indemnity, by 
keeping so many persons under hard and te- 
dtout confinement ; and by granting pardons 
to some, without leaving them any means to 
•* subsist ? Is it not a mistake, not to trust a vote 
of parliament for making good such engage^ 
^^meiits as his majesty should think proper to 
^ enter into ; and instead of that, to insist on the 
•* granting tliis supply in such an extraordinary 
manner i is it not a mistake, to take this op- 
" portunity to create, divisions, and render some 
^ of the kmg's best friends suspected and ob* 
noxious ? Is it not a mistake, in short, to form 
parties and cabals, in order to bring in a bill to 
^ repeal the act of occasional conformity ?*' A 
great number of members had agreed to this 
measure in private, though at this period it was 
not brought into the house of conmions. After 
a long debate the sum was granted.. These were 
die first-fruits of Britain's being wedded to the 
interests of the continent. The elector of Hano- 
ver quarrelled with the king of Sweden; and 
England was not only deprived of a necessary 
branch of commerce, but even obliged to sap^ 
port him in the prosecution of the war. The 
ministry now underwent a new revolution* The 
earl of Sunderland and Mr. Addison were ap^* 
pointed secretaries of states Mr. Stanhope be- 
came first, commissioner of the treasury and 
chancellor of the exchequer. 

41. On the sixth day of May, the king, goiqg 
to the house of peers, gave the parliament to uof 
derstand, that the fleet under sir George Byng, 
which had sailed to the Baltic, to observe the 
motions of the Swedes, was safely arrived in the 

fiound. He jaid he had given orders for the io^ 



Digitized by Google 



48% HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 171 7« 

mediate reduction of ten thousand soldiers, as 
well as directicMU ta prepare aa act oi indemnity^ 
4ie deiiied they wooid take propet meaiiues for 
•reduringf the public debts with a ]ust regard to 
parliiimentary credit; and that they would go 
tiirough the public busiatss with aU possibie di». 
|Mttefa and ui^oimity* Some progress had al- 
ready been made in deliberations upon the debt 
of the nation, which was comprehended under 
'the two heads of redeemable and irredeemable 
incumbranees^ The flrst had been contratted 
with a redeemable interest ; and these the public 
had a right to discharge j the others consisted of 
Umg and short ammittes |;raiEted for a gnater or 
less nmnber of years^ which eoold not be altered 
without the consent of the proprietors. Mr. 
Robert Walpole had projected a scheme for 
'Itaieiiiag the ttiterest, -and payiag the capital of 
4hose debts, before he resigned. Ibb |dace iti f hte 
exchequer. He proposed, in the house of com- 
mons, to reduce the interest of redeenuble funds, 
'and offer an aUenlativelo the proprietors of ao- 

nuities. His plan was approved; but, when he 
rcsipi'ned his places, tlie ministers made some 
small alterations in it, which furnished him with 
>a pretence for opposing the eMCtttton of the 

scheme. In the course oi the debate, some warm 
altercation passed between him and Mr. Stan* 
hope, by which it appeared, they had made a 
practiee of Mtttng places asid reversions. Mr, 

Hungerford, standing Up, said he was sorry to 
see two such great men running toui of one ano- 
ther that^ bomver^ they ought to be looked 
upon as patriots aifd fathefs o^ ^their* country ; 
"Mid since they had by mischance discovered their 
•nakedness, the other members ought, according 
to the custom of the £ast^ to tutu their baefcs 
upon them, ttot they mighr Adt He^sfaiEr in sueh 
ashameftilicondiiiun. Mr. Boscawen moved 
"•'wt the house would Jay their -xuimmands^ upou 
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them, that no further notice should be taken of 
what h^ pasaed. Hq was seconded hy Mr* 
^ethuen : iht baam* 4ippit»ired o£ the motion ; 
Mid the np&ktt took their word and honour that 
♦they should not prosecute their resentment. The 
money-corporations havijug agreed- to provide 
-cmb for aucfa - creditors as sliouid be willinf to 
^TOcetve theti' prinGipal, diehouse came t& certain 
resolutions, on which were founded the three 
bills that. passed into laws, under the names of 
The Saiub*Sea act^ the Bank act, and the Oe^ 
^ ^* neral Fund aet.^' The original stock of the 
South-Sea Company did not exceed nine milli(uis 
ibur hundred wd seventy«^ne thousand three 
-hundred and tweni]r<*five pounds ; but the funds 
granted being auffirient to answer the interest of 
•ten millions at six per cent, the company made 
-up that sum to the government, for which they 
received six Imndred thousand pounds yearly, 
»and eight thousand pounds a year for manage- 
ment:. By this act they declared themselves wili- 
ing to receive five hundred thousand pounds, 
4UkL the eight thooiand for management.. It wali 
•enacted, that the compan^lk shouhl continue a cor^ 
poration, until the redemption of their annuity, 
towards which not less than a miihon should be 
paid at a time* They were likewise required to 
^dvanee a aum not exceeding two millions, to- 
wards discharging the principal and interest due 
on the four lottery funds of the ninth and tenth 
year a of queen Anne. By the. Bank act the ^o^ 
vernora and company declared - themsehres wilK 
ing to accept an annuity of eighty-eight thou- 
'sand seven hundred and fifty-one pounds, seven 
^shillings, and ten-^penee halfpenny, or the princi- 
ftal of one niiUton- seven himdred and seventy* 
.five thousand twenty-seven pounds, seventeen 
shilliugs, and ten-pence halfpenny, in lieu of the 
<present*aanuity, amounting to one kuncired and 
Mr tbouaq^ ififWiiundnd and ^one pdomb, thir^ 
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teen shillings, and five-pence. They likewise 
declared themselves willing to discbarge, and de» 
liver up to be cancelied, as maBy exchiequer-biUs 
M amounted to two miUioro, and to accept of an . 
annuity of ope hundred thousand pounds, beinj 
alter the rate of five per cent, redeemable after 
one year's notice ; to circulate the remaining ex- 
chequef^bills at three per cent, and one penny 
per day. It was enacted, that the former allow* 
ances should be continued to Christm as ^ n n ci 
then the Bank should have for circulaung the 
two miUiona five hundred and sixcjc^one thoUN 
sand and twenty-five pounds remaining exche* 
^uer-bills, an annuity of seventy-six thousand 
-eight hundred and thirty pounds, fifteen shil- 
lings, at the rate of three pounds per cent** tiU 
redeemed, over and above the one penny a-day 
for interest. By the same acts the Bank was re- 
<|aired to advance a sum not exceeding two mii* 
lions five hundred thmssand pounds, towards 
discharging the national debt, if wanted, on con- 
dition that they should have five pounds per 
cent, for as^ much as they might advance, redeem- 
able by parliamei^. The General Fund act re^ 
cited several acts of parliament!, for establishing 
the four lotteries in the ninth and tenth years of 
the iate queen, and stated the annual produce of 
the several funds, amounting in all to seven hun- 
'dred twenty«-four thousand eight hundred fbrty^ 
nine pounds, six shillings, and ten-pence one-filth. 
This was the General fund^ the deficiency of 
which was to be made good annually, out of the 
first aids granted by parliament. For the regular 
payment of all such annuities as should be made 
. payable by this act, it was enacted, that ail the 
duties .and revenues mentioned thesein should 
continue for ever,- with the. proviso, however, 
that. the revenues rendered by this act perpetual 
should be subject to redemption. This act coi^ 
tained a clause by which the sinking Xund was 
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established. The reduction of interest to five 
per cent, producing a surplus or excess upon the 
appropriated funds, it was enacted, that all the 
monies arising from time to time, as well for the 
surplus, by virtue of the acts for redeeming the 
funds of the Bank and of the South-Sea Com- 
pany, as also for the surplus of the duties and 
revenues bv this act appropriated to make good 
the general fund, should be appropriated and 
employed for the discharg-ing the principal and 
interest of such national debt as was incurred be* 
fore the twenty^fifth of December of the pre^ 
ceding year, in such manner as should be directed 
and appointed by any future act of parliament, 
to be discharged out of the same, and for no 
other use, intent, or purpose whatsoever* 

42. The earl of Oxford, who had now remain- 
ed almost two years a prisoner in the Tower, pre- 
sented a petition to the house of lords, praying 
that his imprisonment might not be indefinite. 
Some of the tory lords affirmed that the im- 
peachment was destroyed and determined by the 
prorogation of parliament, which superseded the 
whole proceedmgs; but the contrary was voted 
by a considerable majority. The thirteenth day 
of June was fixed for the trial ; and the house of 
commons made acquainted with this deterxnina^ 
lion. The commons appointed committee to 
inquire into the state of the earPs impeachment ; 
and, in consequence of their report, sent a mes- 
sage to the lords, demanding longer time to pre* 
pare for trials Accordingly, the day was pro« 
•longed CO the twenty-fourtn of June; and the 
commons appointed the committee, with four 
Other members, to be managers for making ^ood 
the articles of impeachmcsnt. At the appomted 
time, the peers repaired to the court in Westmin- 
ster-hall, where lord Cowper presided as lord 
steward. The commons were assembled as a 
<commtttee . of the whole house ; the king, the 
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rest of the royal family, and the foreign minis- j 
*^er9, assiited at the talemntty ; the eari of Ox- ! 
4i0rd was brought from the Tower : the aitides of ^ 
limpeicfanieiit were read, with hia anawers, and 
the replicatioQ of the commoDS. Sir Joseph Je- ! 
-kyll standing up to make good the first article, 
lord Harconrt signified to their lordsUpa that ht ^ 
')ix# a mot ion ' to make, and they adjourned to 
their own house. There he represented, that a • 
Agreat deal of time would be unnecessarily con« ' 
*siinied in gdhi^ through, all the amdes of the 
^impeachments that If the coimiMMis would make 
good the two articles for high-treason, the earl 
of Oxford would forfeit both life and estate, and 
^ere would he an end of the -matter; whereas, 
to proceed on the method proposed' by the com* ! 
mens would draw the trial on to a prodigious 
length* He, therefore, moved that the commons 
:inight not be permitted to proceed until jud^ 
•ment should be first given upon the articles of 
high-treason. He was supported by the earls of ; 
^Anglesey and Nottingham, the lord- Trevor, and 
'a considerable numbi^ of both parties ; and 
though opposed by the earl of Sunderland, the 
lords Coninsby and Parker, the motion was car- i 
ried in the affirmative. It produced a dispute I 
between the two bouses. Tbe eommoiis, at a 
conference, delivered a paper, contsnntng thdr 
reasons for asserting it as their undoubted right , 
to impeach a peer either for trea8on5 or for high 
-Utiles and misdemeanors ; or, should they see 
-mcasioti, to mix both in the same accusatiiMi. 
'The house of lords insisted on their former reso- 
lution ; and in another conference * delivered a 

Eaper, wherehir they asserted it ta be a right uqh 
erent in every court of justice ta order and 

direct such methods of proceeding as it should 
think fit to be observed in all causes that fell un- i 
der its cognizance. The comuions demanded a 

^ree .confereace, which was refused* Tbe die* 
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' irnte g^eiFT more and more mtm The lordi 

sent a message to the lower house, importing?, 
that they intended presently to proceed on the 
trial of the earl of Oxford. The tommons paid 
no regard ta tUs iitiimatioil ; but adjourned to 
the third day of July. The lords, repairing to 
Westminster-hall, took their places, ordered the 
earl to be brought to the bar^ and made procla* 
tnaticfn for his accusers to appear. Having wait- 
ed a quarter of an hour, they adjourned to their 
own house, where, after some debate, the earl 
wa§ acquitted upon a divirion; then retumhi^ 
to the Hall, they voted, that he should be set at 

'liberty. Oxford owed his safety to the dissen- 
sions among^ the ministers, and to the late chan|;e 

'in the administration. In consequence of this^ 
h6 tiras deliv'ered from the persecution of WaU 
pole; and numbered among his friends the dukes 
of Devonshire and Argyle, the earls of Notting- 

' ham and Hay, and lord Townshend. The com- 
mons, in order to express their sense of his 
demerit, presented an address to the king, de- 
siring he might be excepted out of the intended 
act of grace. The king promised to comply with 
their request ; and in the mean time forbade th^ 
earl to appear at court. On the fifteenth day of 
July the earl of Sunderland delivered in the 
'house of peers the act of grace, which passed 
'thrdugh both houses with great expeaition. 
From this indulgence were excepted the earl of 
Oxford, Mr, Prior, Mr. Thomas Harley, Mr. 
Arthur Moore; Crisp, Nodes, Obryan, Red- 
mame the printer, and Thompson ; as also the 
assassinators in Newgate, and the clan of Mag- 
gregor in Scotland. By virtue of this act, the 
earl of Carnwath, the lords Widrington and 
Nairn w^e immediately discharged; together 
with all the gentlemen under sentence of death 
in Newgate, and those that were confined on ac- 
count of the rebellion in the Fleet, t|ie Marshal- 
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sea, and other prisons of the kingdom. The act 
of grace being prepared for the royal assent, the 
king went to the house of peers on<the fifterath 
day of July, and having given his sanction to all 
the bills that were ready, closed the session with 
a speech on the usual topics. 

4S. The proceedings in the convocation turned 
chiefly upon two performances of Dr« Hoadley, 
bishop of Bangor. One was intitled, A Pre- 

servative against the Principles and Practices 
*^of the Non-jurprs:" the other was a sermon 
preached before the king, under th6 titfe^of. 

The Nature of the Kingdom of Christ.** An 
answer to this discourse was published by.JDr* 
Snape, mastw of Eton collegei and this convo- 
cation appointed a committee to examine* Uie 
bishop's two performances. They drew up a 
representation, in which the Preservative and 
*the sermon were censured, as tending to subvert 
-all government and discipline in the church of 
Christ; to reduce his kingdom to a state of anar- 
chy and confusion j to impugn and impeach the 
royal supremacy in causes ecclesiastical, and the 
authority of the legislature to. enforce obedience 
in matters of relig^ion by civil sanctions. The 
government thought proper to put a stop to 
these proceedings by a proroga^oa ; which, how* 
ever, mflamed the controversy. A great number 
of pens were drawn against the bishop, but his 
chief antagonists were Dr. Snape and Dr. Sher- 
lock, whom the king removed from the office of 
his chaplains ; and the convocation has not been 
permitted to sit and do business since that 
period* 
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